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CHAPTER I. 

Setting-in of the winter. — Winter clothing. — Frozen feet. — 
Removal to Lapp Cottage. — My new Landlord ; his farm, &c. 
— Intelligence of Bears being ringed. — Disappearance of 
Birds of Passage. — Visit to Jan Finne. — Jan Svensson. 

• The weather was now rather severe. Indeed, 
on the morning and evening of the 28th and 29th 
October, we had 12 degrees of cold according to 
the scale of Fahrenheit: at this period, however, 
thwe was np snow ujJbn the ground. 

The peasants at this time were generally attired 
in their winter garments. This, for the females, 
Consisted of short jackets, made of sheepskins, with 
the woolly side inwards ; and for the men, of 
coats of the same material. Over this, which was 
called pels, the latter bftten wore, when at church, 
or on other occasions, thejr ordinary coats. 

• VOL. II. B • 
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WINTER CI-OXHING. 


The greater part of the men were provided 
with gloves, to which no fingers were attached, 
reaching half-way up their arms. These, which 
were frequently made of white wool, and hand- 
somely embroidered, were of so great a size, as 
much to resemble gauntlets. They were capital 
preservatives against the cold. 

My own dress, when in the forest at this period 
of the year, with the exception of the “ pels ” 
which I never made use of, was very similar to 
that of the peasants. It consisted of a straight 
coat without a collar, which reached to my knees, 
and buttoned well about my neck ; trowsers, 
warm stockings, and gaiters. It was composed 
of coarse cloth, the manufacture of the country, 
the cost of which was the merest bagatelle. In 
this dress, however, which was well lined through- 
out, I was able, when using exercise, to set the 
weather, let it be ever so severe, almost at de- 
fiance. 

My favourite colours were green and gray. 
The former is perhaps the best for the summer 
season, when a person is oft sporting excursions, 
as it more nearly resembles the foliage of ‘the 
trees ; the latter for the winter, when, all nature 
being clothed in frost and snow, a man, if stand- 
ing still, may in the distance readily be taken for 
the trunk of a pine. Some attenti<»i should be 
paid to this, point, for the ‘eye of a bird or beast 
is quickly caught by any object, the colour of 



WINTER CLOTHING. 

which materially differs from the , surrounding 
scenery. 

I seldom wore linen shirts in the winter-time, 
hut substituted, in their stead, such as were made 
of fine flannel : these are the greatest preserva- 
tives of health in a cold climate, when using* vio- 
lent exercise. 

I rarely made use of a hat at that season ; for, 
unlike the peasants, my hair was cut quite short, 
and in consequence, had I had no other covering 
for my head, my ears would soon have been frost- 
bitten. I therefore always substituted a cap in 
lieu of that article of dress : the peasants never- 
theless generally wore their hats the whole of the 
winter. 

When I was in the forest, I was commonly 
habited in a cap of the same colour and materials 
as my clothes. To this, three lappets were at- 
tached ; two of a small size, one on either side, to 
fall over my ears, which guarded them from the 
eflFects of the cold; and the third, about six 
inches square, was fastened behind, and in a de- 
gree prevented the mow, which at times came 
frofti the trees almost in avalanches, from pene- 
trating down my neck. These lappets were re- 
movable at pleasure, by turning them under the 
lining of the cap, and*<in consequence I only made 
use of them in snowy^ and severe weather. 

I usually wore very .’similar ^hpes to the pea- 
sants : the* wsf of a pair was less than two-and- 
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sixpence. The soles of these were very thick, 
anS were composed, with the exception of the 
outer part, which was of leather, of many layers 
of the bark of the birch-tree. Shoes made on 
this construction were supposed to afford much 
greater warmth than those on the common prin- 
ciple. The grand secret, however, of keeping 
the feet warm in cold countries, is to have one’s 
shoes sufficiently roomy 'and large, which pre- 
vents the circulation of the blood from being 
impeded. 

1 was obliged to pay a good deal of attention 
to my feet, as, owing to neglect during the first 
season I passed in Scandinavia, they were frost- 
bitten. 

This happened one day that I was in the foi’est, 
in the early part of the winter, the weather at the 
time being excessively severe. 1 was crossing 
some morasses, which were insufficiently frozen, 
when, from not picking my steps, I was soon 
half-leg deep in water. To this I paid little 
attention, having all my life been accustomed to 
similar exposure. Subsequently I felt a greater 
degree of cold in my feet than I had ever before 
experienced ; but it was not until several hours 
afterwards, and then more from curiosity than 
any idea of danger, that Fwas led to examine 
into the state of them. It was well that I did 
so, for I noV , discovered that one of my feet 
was severely frozen, and the other • slightly so. 
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I coulS not„ however, get off my, shoes with-’ 
out the assistance of a knife ; and even th^n, 
from being firmly attached to the stockings, a 
iJirge portion of the latter was carried along 
with them. Such parts of my feet as were 
affected were quite white, as hard as stone*, and 
without any sensation whatever ; so much so, 
that, on striking them shai*ply with a stick, not 
the slightest feeling was excited ; but, on the 
application of snow, with which my attendant 
rubbed them, the blood fortunately resumed its 
circulation. 

Subse(pieutly, a little infiainmatioa came on, and 
though not*sufficient to confine me to the house, 

I was unable to take exercise, with any very great 
degree of comfort, for some time afterwards ; the 
skin, on the parts that had been affected, turned 
black, and came away, but this w'as not until after 
the lapse of a week or two. Througliout the 
winter, and up to this very, day, my feet have 
remained tender and susceptible of cold. Indeed* 
every one tells me, fhat, as long as I live, I shall 
fe(^ them to tingle in severe weather. 

f have been thus particular, because there may 
be others like myself, who have been accustomed 
to expose themselve!^ to wet and cold, without 
thinking of the consequences. In our climate, 
this may do very wefi ; but in the more northern 
regions, too much cautjon cannot be taken. In 
my case, tfiCTc was no great liarm done, it is true ; 
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but perhaps if I had neglected to- examine my 
feet for a few hours longer, which was nearly 
being the case, I might have been laid up all the 
winter ; and even worse consequences might have 
ensued. 

When on a journey, I was provided with a 
large boat-cloak, which I had caused to be lined 
throughout with sheepskins. Thus equipped, I 
could almost laugh at the‘ weather, let it be ever 
so severe. Indeed, though I have travelled much 
in Scandinavia during the winter season, from 
having suitable clothing, I never experienced 
one-tenth part of the cold and misery as when 
making long journeys on tops of mails and 
coaches in England. 

The Swedish gentry usually wore a more costly 
travelling dress than that of which I am speak- 
ing. It commonly consisted of a cloak, lined 
with some kind of fur, or made altogether of 
wolf-skins ; but as these were expensive, and as 
they did not answer the required purpose one 
whit better, I contented myself with the expe- 
dient I had adopted, the cost of winch was less 
than a pound. In addition to furs, it was usual 
with every one, when travelling, to draw a pair 
of immensely large boots, .liiled either with fur 
or wool, over those which* he corfimonly wore. 
These, however, I usually .dispensed with, when 
in my forest ‘di\ess. « 



FAI-L OF SNOW. — LAl'l* COTTAGE. 7- 

• 

On the night of the 31st of * October, a little 
snow fell, and the next morning the ground- was 
covered with it, to about the depth of an inch. 
Its coming thus early was a fortunate circum- 
stance ; for, as I afterwards learnt, it enabled 
the peasants to ring* more than one bear. 

These animals, as I have said, retire ' to their 
winter-quarters about the beginning of Novem- 
ber. If, therefore, there be snow upon the 
ground, this is the proper time to range the 
forest in search of their tracks. 

For a wliile afterwards, the weather remained 
clear and cold, during which, I made one or two 
short excursions with my gun, in the vicinity of 
my quarters ; but I only killed two or three 
black-cock and capercali. Wild-fowl, woodcocks, 
snipes, &:c. had now all taken their departure, and 
either gone farther to the southward, or proceeded 
tb more genial climates. The black and white (or 
royston) crow, larks, &;c. had also disappeared. 

For reasons which it is unnecessary for me to 
mention, I now took my leave of Stjern, and rc- 
m<5ved sonje two o^ three miles farther to the 
northward, to a retired cottage called Fapp-torp. 
This was so named, it was said, from some of those 
wandering people having formerly been its occu- 
pants. It was rather, rbmantically situated at no 

* The meaniug of this term is explained at page 162, of the 
first volume. 
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' great distance from the eastern banjc of the Klar, 
the surrounding scenery partaking of a bold and 
picturesque character. 

My new landlord was named Nils Jonsson. 
Though he complained of the land being sterile, 
he was possessed, in appearance, of a snug little 
farm. He had also a good house and offices. He 
was a tenant of the Uddeholm Company. 

This man, however, was in much poorer cir- 
cumstances than my former host at Stjern. It 
was said this was owing in a great degree to his 
own want of management. He was an honest, 
good-natured creature ; and, if he had not made 
too frequent application to the brandy-bottle, 
would have been a favourite of mine, for he was 
exceedingly civil and obliging. 

Here I obtained a pretty good, though rather 
small room ; but as it was light and cheerful, and 
commanded some little prospect, it was an agree- 
able exchange from my dungeon-like abode at 
Stjern. 

The ceiling and sides of my new apartment 
were painted all over with scenes described' in 
Holy W rit ; the like performances are to be 'met 
with in the houses of the peasantry throughout 
the interior of the country. ^ Natives of Dalecarlia 
are said to be the iirtists but the drawings in 

general reflect little credit on their tastes, as they 

< * 

are the greatest^ daub^ possible. 

Several quotations from Scripture v/fere inscrib- 
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ed against the walls of my room : one, from “ Pro- 
verbs,” to the following effect : — “ 'through wis- 
dom is an house builded ; and by understanding 
it^ is established : and by knowledge shall the 
chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant 
riches.” 

Towards the middle of November, I obtained 
intelligence of several bears, which, it was re- 
ported, were safely ringed : one at some distance 
to the eastward of Salje, a hamlet situated at 
about seven miles to the northward of Lapp cot- 
tage ; the others, consisting o‘f a she-bear, with 
cubs, near to Tonnet, a village at some seven miles 
fartlier to the northward. 

The first, or Siilje bear, had been roused from 
his winter-quarters by two men, who were in the 
forest for the purpose of shooting hazel-hens. 
They were in a very thick brake, tlic usual resort 
for those birds, when one of them suddenly came 
close upon the animal, as he lay coiled up in his 
lair. The peasant had only small shot in his gun ; 
and therefore, not thinking it prudent to fire, he 
retteated upon his cbmpanion, who was at some 
little distance. Both then loaded with ball, when 
they advanced up to the bear. In the interim, 
however, the animal had taken the alarm, and 
wisely walked himself off. , 

There was the merest sprinkling of snow upon 
the ground at this time, from which cause the 
people wertvfour days befpre they could succeed in 
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encircling him. This bear was supposed to be 
the’ same of which I have spoken as having been 
in search of during the pi*eceding summer. 

The latter, or Tbnnet bears, had, in the first 
instance, been disturbed from their den by two 
meii who were felling timber in the forest, but 
owing to the ground being bare of snow in places, 
it took two days before they could succeed' in 
ringing the animals. 

At this period I was without an attendant ; but 
as there was now no time to be lost, I forthwith 
proceeded to Jan Tinne, of whom I have made 
honourable mention, to obtain his assistance in 
attacking the bears of which I had ^ust received 
intelligence. 

This man resided in a very wild and desolate 
part of the forest, at about thirty-five miles to the 
north-west of Lapp cottage ; but, on my reaching 
his habitation, I was sorry to find he was abseiit 
from home. On the following day, however, I 
was fortunate enough to fall in with him at Tbn- 
net ; near to which place the she-bear, with her 
cubs, were ringed. 

As the ground was then nearly bare of silow, 
we did not think it advisable to attack those ani- 
mals at that time ; as, had we roused, and not suc- 
ceeded in killing them, it was not improbable their 
tracks might have been lost, and that in conse- 
quence they 'might have got off altogether. Jan 
Finne and myself, therefore, separated for our 
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respective homes ; but I gave him orders to meet 
me at Tonnet, the moment there should be a fall 
of snow, which, from the advanced state of the 
seSson, we thought could not be very far distant. 

On my return to Lapp cottage, I found the 
most celebrated of the Oalecarlian dhasseurs await- 
ing my arrival. 

This man’s name was Jan Svensson ; he was 
between fifty and sixty years of age, and blind 
of one eye, it having been knocked out in the 
forest at a time, it was said, when his head was too 
fidl of brandy. He was small in person, but his 
heart lay in the right place. He had been acces- 
sory to the death of sixty or seventy bears, very 
many of which he had killed himself. At this 
time, however, his day was passed ; for, probably 
in consequence of a too gTeat indulgence in his fa- 
vourite liquor, he was little capable of any severe 
exertion ; and, though not very far advanced in 
^life, he had the appearance of a worn-out and de- 
crepit old man. 

Svensson had been twice wounded by bears ; 
once under tlie following circumstances : — 

On a certain occasion, himself, and five or six 
other peasants, had rhiged a very large bear, which 
had previously been much hunted and shot at ; 
when, placing* his companions in ambush around 
the ring, he advanced alone upon the track of the 
animal, for the purposg of rpusing him. Svens- 
son had a capital dog, which, the moment it was 
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slipped from its couplings, dashed towards the 
bear, and soon had him on foot. As Svensson 
had anticipated, the beast made towards his 
companions; one of whom got a shot at, and 
desperately wounded him in the side ; the ball 
indeed only nilssed his heart by a few inches. 

This injury the bear quickly revenged; for, 
dashing at his assailant, whose efforts to escape 
were fruitless, he laid him prostrate, and wounded 
him severely in the arms and back. Indeed, the 
poor fellow would probably have been mimiH of 
liis scalp, had it not been for his hat, which the 
animal perforated with his teeth in seven differ- 
ent places. • 

There the mischief, as regarded this man, end- 
ed, for tlie attacks of the dog at last caused the 
hear to leave his fallen foe. 

The beast now retraced his ste])s into the 
ring, and soon came in contact with Svensson, 
who hap])encd to be following upon the animal’s 
tracks. He was in a gallop, and came end on, 
to use the man’s own expression, like a horse. 
Hut when he was at about thirty paces distance, 
Svensson discharged his rifle, and with so good 
an aim, that the bear directly fell. 

Svensson might now have got out of the way 
with every facility ; but, .thinking the bear was 
either dead or desperately wounded, he com- 
menced reloading his rifle: he had only placed 
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the powder in. the barrel, however, w^hen the ani- 
mal got on his legs again, and, fixing his eyes 
upon him, made right at him. 

•“Svensson now endeavoured to elude the attack, 
by springing on one side,— a manoeuvre which is 
often attended with success on like occasions; but 
the bear still kept pursuing him, and two dr three 
doubles that he made were ecpially unsuccessful. 
Finding escape was impossible, Svensson therefore 
stood still, and when the bear came up to him, 
which he did on all-fours like a bull, he attempt- 
ed to drive the muzzle of his gun down the 
throat of the enraged brute. But the bear laying 
hold of the • gun, instantly wrested it out of 
Svensson’s hand, when, seizing him by the arm, 
he bit him severely. 

The dog was not an idle spectator of what was 
going forward ; for, seeing the jeopardy in which 
his master was placed, he gallantly fixed on the 
bear’s hind-quarters. To get rid of this assailant, 
however, and not caring to quit his hold of Svens- 
son, the bear threw himself on to his back, mak- 
ing with the jane paw a dash at the dog, and with 
the other holding Svensson, who was of course 
uppermost, fast in hi^ embraces. This he repeat- 
ed three several times, handling the poor man, to 
use his own expression) with as much ease as a cat 
would a mouse. In the intervals, between these 
manoeuvres, he was eitper qccup^d* in biting 
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Svensson in different parts of the body, or he was 
standing still as if stupified with the desperate 
wounds he had received. 

In this dreadful situation, Svensson thinks -he 
must have remained for upwards of half an hour, 
and during all this time his gallant dog never 
ceased his attacks on the bear for a moment. At 
last the bear quitted him, and moving slowly to 
a small tree, at a few paces distant, seized it with 
his teeth ; but he was in his last agonies, and 
presently fell dead on the ground. 

Some little time afterwards, several of Svensson’s 
companions came up to the spot ; which they had 
previously been prevented from doing, in con- 
sequence of the distance, and the loose state of the 
snow. Only one of them was near enough to 
have rendered him assistance. This was the man 
tlie bear had previously so much injured ; who 
was thought by Svensson to have received liis 
quietus, both as regarded the inclination, as well 
as the ability, to assist him. 

On this occasion, Svensson was wounded in 
thirty-one different places, but jninpipally, in the 
arms and legs. At one time, the bear seized him 
by the stomach, but luckily only carried away, 
some of his clothes with his teeth. All the 
wounds were inflicted with the teeth, and none 
with the claws; which is a little corroborative 
of what I liave said, when speaking of the man- 
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ner in vvhicli a.bcar makes his attacks upon the 
human race. 

On examining the hear, it was found that Svens- 
sonr’s balls — bis rifle having been loaded w'ith two, 
a common custom in Scandinavia — had gone al- 
most into the same hole ; this was just betAveen the 
eyes ; but from the balls being very small, though 
they had fractured, yet they had not penetrated 
the skull : had they taken effect an inch higher, 
Avhere the bone is thin, the beast would have been 
dead in an instant. 

If any thing was required to shoAV the insufli- 
ciency of small balls for bear-shooting, what 1 
have just related must, I think, set the matter at 
rest ; for, I take it, if Svensson’s balls had been 
of a moderate size, they Avould hav'e shattered 
the skull to pieces, and, in consecjuence, have 
saved liim the dreadful mauling he was destined 
to endure. 

This same bear had in the early part of the 
winter most desperately wounded a man in the 
parish of Appelbo inT)alecarlia, who, with seve- 
ral Others, wijs pursuing him ; and of the injuries 
he received on that occasion, it was supposed, he 
died sometime afterwards. 

*In the other instance, when Svensson was 
wounded, it happened ki the following manner : — 

Along with several others, he was one day 
pursuing a she-bear, whojn they ha4 deprived of 
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her cubs oi^ that very morning. .But, their dog 
not keeping well up with that animal, and not 
knowing, in consequence, where she was at the 
moment, they suddenly came to within a few 
paces of her in a thick brake. The beast, on 
getting sight of the party, set up a hideous growl, 
and dashed at them at the top of her speed. 

They were taken completely by surprise, and, 
as their guns were not in readiness, they were 
unable to offer any resistance. The first man the 
bear made for, avoided her attacks by throwing 
himself into the snow ; but Svensson was not so 
fortunate, for, unable to get out of the way, she 
quickly laid him prostrate, and wounded him in 
several places. 

His dog, however, saved Svensson on this 
occasion from farther injury ; for, coming up 
to the scene of action, he fixed on the bear, and 
caused her to leave the poor fellow. The beast 
then went off, at the gallop, over Svensson’s hotly ; 
and he described her weight to be none of the 
lightest, when she was presently lost sight of in 
the thicket. 

On this occasion, the bear made good her re- 
treat ; though, a few days subsetpiently, Svensson 
and his companions managed to kill her. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Snow-storm. — Sledge. — Journey to Tdnnet. — Anecdotes. — * 
Winter ro.ids. — Snow-Plough. — Soned Larsson. — I’er .fons- 
son. — Superstition. — Bears attacking horses. — Capcrcali 
shooting. 

On the 22nd of November we liad twenty-two 
degrees of cold at sunrise ; on the 23rd, twenty- 
nine ; on the 24tli, thirty -four; on the 25th, 
twenty -nine ; on the 26tli, tliirty-four; on the 
27t1i, twenty-nine ; and on tJie 28th, the like 
ntimber of degrees. From that time, up to the 
beginning of tlie ensuing month, from some over- 
sight, I kept no memorandum of the temperature. 
The weather was noTt very severe during all this 
while ; and §ince the night of the 31st of October 
we did not experience one iota of either snow or 
rain, which was a rafher singular circumstance at 
that season of the year. 

Tuesday tho 4th of lleccmber, however, to my 
great satisfaction, was usliered in with a storm of 
snow’^; and by the middip of the day*the ground 
was covered" with it to the depth of four or five 

• VOL. II. 
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inches. This was a gratifying sigiit ,to me; and 
thinking it Avas now time for action, I made the 
few requisite preparations, and on the evening of 
tlic same day, together witli Svensson and my, 
dogs, I was off in my sledge for Tdnnet, which 
Jan Finne and myself had fixed upon as the place 
of our rendezvous. 

My sledge, which was built in Finland, differ- 
ed altogether in shape from those in common 
use in this jjart of the country, and was so long, 
tiuit I was enabled, if I pleased, to recline at nearly 
my full length. In fact, with the addition of a 
bear-.skin thrown over the back of the sledge, it 
was the most luxurious vehicle imaginable, and 
very suj)erior indeed, in point of comfort, to any 
wheel-carriage in which it was ever my fortune 
to ride. 

To the harness, as is customary in the North of 
Europe, a set of bells Avere attached, the music 
of which was not only very pleasing to the ear, 
but it served to Avarn others of our approach, 
Avhich, from our gliding so silently over the snoAv, 
would not otherwise have been perceptible at 
times. 

The accompanying sketch will give a better 
idea of my sledge, &c. than any written de- 
scription. 
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I'he scenery on our way to Tonnet nnicli re- 
sembled that in the vicinity of my quarters. 
'Phe valley through which the Klar, whose course 
\Ve followed, meandered, was studded with little 
farms and hamlets, and, where the soil was favour- 

I 

able, it was in a tolerable state of cultivation ; 
whilst the hills, which on either hand rose to a 
considerable, height, were covered with bound- 
less ‘forests of pine; but instead of the wihl waste 
of evergreens whiclf presented itself to the eye 
on the preceding day,^ all nature was at this time 
wrapped in licr wintVy mantle of snow, which 
made the contrast very striking. 

The Klar was now generally frozdti over, and 
our route dften ‘lay along its surface ; but the ice 
• . c 2* 
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was not in a very secure state. Indeed, we occa- 
sionally passed immediately near to holes where 
the water was entirely open. Many of these 
openings in the ice were owing to the rapidity of 
the stream ])revcnting tlie water from congealing ; 
whilst others, called uindwaJe, were supposed to 
originate from air, that had either been confined 
beneath the surface of the ice when congelation 
took place, or that subsequently found its way 
there. 

In the early part of this winter, many accidents 
happened in the Klar. In fact, I heard of no less 
than nine persons, tw'o helonging to the parish of 
Exsharad, and seven to that of Ny, both of which 
were iit no great distance from my (juarters, 
having been drowned in that river. 

Among the })oor sufferers Avas a peasant girl, 
who had been married on the morning of the very 
day on Avhich the catastrophe took place. In spite 
of her melancholy end, however, it W'as said, 
(though I hope not truly,) that the banquet pre- 
pared for the occasion Avas done ample justice to 
by the i)arty assembled to celebrate the nup- 
tials. Thus the bridal AA’^as converted into the 
funeral feast. 

In another instance, tAvo or three peasants were 
in a sledge after it Avas dark, Avhen the horse, 
diverging from the beaten route, approached so 
immediately near to a AVindAvak (as was seen by 
his track the next day), .tliat though by swerving 
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to the one side he escaped himself, the sudden 
jerk tlirew the people out of tin? sledge into tlie 
openi»)g, Avhere they all met a Avatcry grave. 

•" The shoes of our horse Avere at this time rough- 
ed, or turned u]), Avhich Avas universally the. case 
Avith all these animals thereabouts. This avus 
done so elFectually, that Avere the ice as slippery 
as glass, Avliich Avas oftentimes the case in the 
Avinter-season, they could proceed even at the gal- 
lop Avith the greatest possible safety. 

For the greater part of the distance to Tdnnet 
Ave kept the Avinter-Avay (Avinter viigen). This Avas 
so called in contradistinction to those commonly 
made use oF in the summer season. Indepen- 
dently of tliis being more leA el, it Avas the less cir- 
cuitous of the tAvo. When it happened to lie along 
the course of a river, lake, morass, or extensive 
Avastc, it Avas distinctly marked out by branches of 
the pine, or by the tree itself, being placed in an 
, upright position at intcrA'als of some forty or fifty 
paces apart from qach other. 'Fliis ])rccaution 
Avas veiy necessary, a^ it enabled the traA'eller as 
Avell to keep the route either during, or imme- 
diately subsequent to a snoAV-storm, as to aA'^oid 
springs and other dangerous places. 

Routes similar to th<j above are usually to be 
met Avith in all the nofthern parts of Scandinavia 
during the winter ; and. yhen the morasses, rivers, 
lakes, kc. arc firmly fro7x;n over, these often cross 
the country *in almost as 'direct a line as the crow 
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flics, which is of no little advantage to the traveller. 
Inr many instances, in fact, during that season, the 
ordinary, or summer roads, are almost or altogether 
disused. 

Frpm the great quantity of snow that often 
falls in the northern regions at this inclement 
period of the year, the roads would soon be 
rendered impracticable were it not for j)loughs 
of a very simple shape, that we made use of to 
remove it. 

I'liese are constructed of two broad and toler- 
ably thick planks, forming nearly the two sides of 
a triangle, which are kept in their proper position 
by transverse bars. 

In the woodcut depicting my sledge, &c. in- 
troduced at page 19 . is the representation of a 
snow-])]ougli, which will give a tolerable idea of 
tliose very useful implements. 

f)n all the principal roads in Scandinavia, and 
on many of the minor ones also, these ploughs" are 
kept at stated distances; and when there is a 
heavy fall of snow, the peasants in the surround- 
ing districts are obliged to furnish horses to're- 
move it. If the road be narrow, the ploughs are 
usually of a small size, and one or two horses in 
that case are commonly sufficient to work it ; but 
if the road shordd be wide, and the plough, in con- 
sequence, of a larger size, then several horses may 
be rc(piisite. 

1 have been surprised that these ploughs arc 
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not made use of in England, in the event of a 
deep fall of snow, for they are constructed in ,an 
hour, and are worked with every facility. 

Though the distance to Tdnnet was only about 
fourteen miles, owing to the darkness of the 
night, and to the track being ’heavy froih the 
new-fallen snow, it was near ten o’clock before 
we reached that place. Here we had expected to 
meet Jan Finne, agreeably to our appointment ; 
but on our arrival we were much disappointed 
to find he had not at that time made his appear- 
ance. Thinking, however, that this would shortly 
be the case, we took up our (juarters for the night 
with a peasant named Soned Larsson. 

This man was in very good circumstances ; in- 
deed, it was said he was the wealthiest of his 
class, in the district of Elfvedal. He had a very 
good farm, and was possessed of abundanee of 
horses, cows, sheep, &c. His father, a fine 
healthy old man upwards of ninety, was living 
with him. I believe, there were four generations 
of the family in the'house. 

*In my v^anderings through the forest I often 
met with people who had attained to a great age. 
I remember seeing one woman who was upwards 
of one hundred and two years of age, but whose 
sight was still so g*®o<l that she was spinning 
without the use of glasses. 

The succeeding mornings W ejnesday 5th of 
December^* was’ fine and frosty ; but Jan Finne 
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not being forthcoming, and being careless of 
losing the advantage of such favourable weatlier, 
I struck into the forest to the eastward of Tonnet, 
in search of capercali. 

My guide, on this occasion, was a peasant, 
named Per Jonsson, an excellent shot with his 
rifle, and the best chasseur to be found there- 
abouts. We had not proceeded far, however, 
before he halted so suddenly, and in so peculiar 
a manner, as almost led me to suppose he had 
seen either an a])parition or a drove of wolves ; 
but, on questioning him as to the cause of his 
panic, it turned out he had viewed in the distance 
a ])oor dccrei)it old woman, “ outlived,” as he 
called her, (utlevad kiirring) ; and from this being 
the first Imman being that he had set his eyes 
upon since we liad started, he drew the most 
unfavourable prognostics as to our cliances of 
success. Indeed, he stated it next to useless for 
us to proceed, alleging as a proof of such being 
the case, that some few day.s before, whe)i, on a 
like expedition, he had cncoqntered a similar bad 
omen ; and in consetpience, though, lie fell in 
with a good many birds, and wasted no little 
powder and ball, he was ne\er able, from their 
being “ charmed,” to touch a feather. 

On another occasion, when I was travelling, I 
remember my driver pointing out to me a huge 
fragment of rock lying near to the road-side, on' 
which, he stated, the impression of a hand and 
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that of an iron chain, were deeply indented. He 
accounted for these marks in a singular nuinnor. 
An evil spirit, he said, once dwelt in a cavern 
near to the summit of a lofty hill in the vicinity ; 
but feeling very indignant at hearing the neigh- 
bouring church bells chiming, as {hey were wont 
to do on Sundays, &c. he put this missile in a 
sling, and threw it with all his force at the steeple. 
The demon missed his* mark, however, and the 
rock, passing a mile beyond the church, fell at 
the place where I saw it deposited. ]\Iy inform- 
ant seemed fully to believe this, as well as other 
similar stories, of which he bad treasured up a 
sufficiency, that he narrated. 

JNfr. Greiffsays, that “some of the peasants arc 
so simple as to go twenty or thirty miles to find 
out a spring which nms to the north, in order to 
let the spring-water run through the gun-barrel, 
while they in the mean while say, ‘ Shoot west — 
shoot east — shoot south — shoot north,’ when the 
cure is effected. IJ; is also considered a good 
cure for a gun that'^loes not kill, to put a ser- 
pen*! into tlu) barrel, and shoot it out ; in doing 
whicTi, it has also happened that many barrels have 
been burst. Several’ other such fooleries might 
be mentioned.” 

That gentleman stales, “ that the peasantry in 
general]believe in witchcraft, and that a good and 
lucky sportsman can shoot as .much as he wishes, 
and cjill to Rim beast and* bird, as soon as he has 
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attained to that degree that he has become ac- 
quainted with the Lady of the AVood. — Once 
from necessity,” he says, “ I had occasion to show 
my art of witchcraft. I had, by means of my 
good partridge-dog, (Caresse,) brought to a stand 
and shot three deer, of wdiich two lay on the 
spot, and the third at a short distance. Three pea- 
sants, with hatchets to fell trees thereabout, came 
in a friendly manner and saluted me. They 
knew me well ; but when they began to consider 
whether it was not their land on which the deer 
lay, I was necessitated to let them understand 
that I was acciuainted with the I^ady of the 
W ood. I had my horses at a hut' a short way 
off, whence I was obliged to fetch them, in order 
to carry away the deer as fast as possible. In the 
mean time, I requested one of the peasants to re- 
main, after I had with mucli ceremony, in the 
sight of all, plucked a tuft of hair from the larg- 
est deer and laid it on the gun-case, gone three 
times round each deer, and |aid a cross on them 
of wooden pegs, which werj' split in three places 
at one end. I then directed him who staid 'be- 
hind to seat liimself on the deer until I returned, 
that no harm should happen to him ; which ad- 
vice he took and folloived, and I carried off my 
deer without opposition.” ' 

I mention these anecdotes to show, that the 
Swedish peasantry, like our own, are far from being 
exempt from idle and superstitious notions. 
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My guide’s brother, whose Christian name was 
Lars, during the early part of the preceding sum- 
mer, met with a rather singular adventure; the 
scene of it lay at only some eight or nine miles to 
the north-east of Tbnnet. 

One morning, at a very early hour, he and an- 
other peasant proceeded to a “ Svedgefall,” in tlie 
vicinity of a “ SatterAvall,” where tliey had quar- 
tered during the preceding night, for the purpose 
of shooting hares ; as, in such situations, for the 
sake of feeding upon the young grass, these ani- 
mals are commonly to be found in the spring of 
the year. 

At this pasturage several horses were grazing, 
one of which a large bear had that instant attack- 
ed and desperately wounded. With one of his 
terrible paws the ferocious brute kept his hold of 
the poor horse, whilst with the other he was en- 
deavouring to retard his farther progress, (for 
being a rather large and powerful animjd he suc- 
ceeded for some little distance in dragging his 
enemy along with him,) by grasping at the sur- 
rounding trees. On seeing the peasants, however, 
making towards him, — for there was little cover 
in the immediate vicinity of the spot, — the bear 
quitted his hold of tlie.horse, and retreated into 
the adjoining forest, add there also the latter took 
refuge. 

But the bear was not ‘to be so cHsappointed of 
his prey ; fdr, by the time the peasants had penc- 
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trated a short distance into the brake, — whicli 
they did ratiier under the idea of rendering the 
horse the assistance of which lie stood so much 
in need, than of again seeing the bear, — the latter 
had renewed his attacks upon the poor animal, 
who now, from being already disabled from 
wounds and loss of blood, was soon brought to 
the ground. 

'Fhe beast’s career, however, was speedily at an 
end, thougli this was not until the horse had re- 
ceived so much injury that he died shortly after- 
wards, for the peasants coming up to the spot in 
double (juick time, presently succeeded with their 
guns in destroying him. 

'Phis bear was supposed to be the same that had 
committed several similar depredations a short 
time previously ; and his skin, which was a mode- 
rately large one, subseijuently came into my own 
possession. 

Circumstances something similar to the above 
not unfrequently ha])pcn i» the Scandinavian 
forests ; and I have heard it asserted that the 
bear, when thus carried along by tht horse, and 
when in his attempts to retard the progress of the 
poor animal, by grasping with one of his paws at 
the surrounding trees and bushes, not uncom- 
monly tears them up by the roots. Should the 
bear succeed, however, in catching hold of a tree 
that is firmly embedded in the soil, it is then all 
over with his victim ; for, owing to his enormous 
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muscular strength, the career of the horse is at 
once stopped, and he is quickly brought to th^ 
ground, 

•It seems rather extraordinary that so clumsy 
and ill-shaped a looking brute as a bear should 
be able to run down a horse ; but such, whether 
owing to the fears of the animal, or to the advan- 
tages of ground, is beyond doubt of every-day 
occurrence. Until he .has brought his victim 
down, it is said, the bear seldom makes use of his 
teeth, but strikes his jirey on tlie back and sides 
with his terrible ])aws, as if with a sledge-ham- 
mer. Sometimes, I take it, the horse, by flinging 
out behind, makes his escape ; for it is not an 
uncommon circumstance for a bear to be killed, 
wanting an eye or a fang, which the ])easants 
suppose, and with some reason, has been caused 
by the heels of horses. 

^^ow and then a horse is to be found in Scan- 
dinavia that is not afraid of a bear, and I have 
hoard of more than o 
animal has defended 
the^ittacks of those 
occasions, it is said, the bear keeps wheeling rmmd 
the horse with the endeavour to take him at dis- 
advantage ; whilst the latter parries the assaults 
of his assailant, as welf. with his fore-feet as with 
his heels. The scene of action is therefore usu- 
ally confined to a small sjiace, and fj-om the man- 
ner in whieij the ground, is trodden down, and 


ne instance where that useful 
\umself successfully against 
ferocious brutes. On these 
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turned up, about the spot, there is reason to sup- 
ppse these apparently unequal contests have at 
times been of hours’ continuance. I heard of 
one horse, in particular, that had in several in- 
stances greatly distinguished himself in these 
combats with Bruin. 

The wounds that the bear inflicts upon cattle, 
when he attacks them, are sometimes dreadful 
to look upon ; indeed, I myself saw a living 
liorse that had been within the clutches of one 
of those ferocious brutes some few days previ- 
ously, hut from which he had been rescued, 
owing to an accidental circumstance ; in the back 
and neck of the poor steed, were holes of such 
a size, that, without exaggeration, I could al- 
most have buried my hand in them ; this horse 
died a few days subsequently. 

The sufterings of animals, when attacked by a 
hear, or other wild beast, must often he horrible. 
I have heard of nearly the whole of the hind- 
quarters of a cow or a horse having been actually 
devoured, and yet the poo' creatures had been 
found alive. 

To proceed. — Though my guide and myself 
heat a considerable tract Of ground during the 
day, we only fell in with a very few capercali ; 
but I was fortunate enough to- hag three of 
those birds in spite of Per’s predictions to the 
contrary. ' . 

There was much snow^ in the tl’ees dt that time; 
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this was greatlj^ in our favour ; for the vision of 
the birds being thereby obstructed, we were ena- 
bled to approacli them the better, when my Bru- 
nette challenged to them in the pines. 

In the evening, when we liad twenty-two de- 
grees of cold, we returned to Tbnnet, where, 
shortly afterwards Jan Finne made his ap- 
pearance. 

As there were now four or five inches of snow 
upon the ground, and of course a sufficiency for 
tracking, we determined u})on beating the ring 
for the she-bear and her cubs ; but we were not 
by any means certain that those animals were 
within it, for* subsequently to their being encir- 
cled some three weeks previously, the forest had 
in places been altogether bare of snow, so that 
they could have moved themselves off to another 
part of the country, without leaving a track 
behind them. 

As the ring, however, was at seven or eight 
miles distance from any habitable part of the 
country, and the short, -for the sun at this 

time did not rise until nine in the morning, 
and set again at three, — we determined on taking 
some little baggage and provision with us, and 
of quartering at a Siitterwall in its vicinity. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Journey to the SattcrwalL — Beating the Ring. — Indications by 
which it may I)e known that Bears are in the Vicinity. — 
Dens of those animals.-— Oun Cases. — Finding and killing 
the Bears. — Storm at night.— Return to Tbnnet. — Skinning,. 
&o. the Bears “fat; flesh; galls.— Manner of extending 
the Skin. — ^The Man who rings a Bear entitled to the animal. 
-—Rewards. — Return to Lapj) Cottage. « 

On the succeeding morning, Thursday, the 6th 
of Deccinher, when there Avere twenty-two de- 
grees of cold, Ave set of!’ for the scene of action. 
On this occasion avc took a liorse and sledge 
along Avith us, ft)r the better conveyance of our 
baggage. &c. 

Our party, including my-iclf, consisted of five 
persons ; namely, Jan Finnc, Svensson, and two 
])easants aa'Iio had ringed the bears. Only Jan 
Finne and myself, hoAvever, Avere armed Avith 
guns, the rest of the peojde being simply pro- 
vided Avith axes. 

W e had no regular road ; but from the lakes, 
morasses, &;c. Avhich lay in our course being now 
firmly frozen over, the track Ave pursued was 
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far from being a bad one : but * owing to tlu' 
snow having so recently fallen, and to its having 
drifted much in places, our progress was not very 
ra])id ; so that it was between ten and eleven 
o’clock before Ave reached the Siittenvall, where 
we proposed taking uj) our abode. This Avas si- 
tuated on the face of a hill, overhanging the 
Avestern side of a fine and ])ictures»pie lake called 
the 3/o.y.v. Ifere thero Avere two small tene- 
ments, one of Avhich I appropriated to the ac- 
commodation of the peo])le, AA'hilst in the other I 
caused my OAvn baggage to be de})osited. 

We noAV ])ut our (piartcrs a little in order ; 
AA’hen, after teiking some slight refreshment, and 
after dis])atching the tAvo peasants to jwocure 
Avood and AA'atcr for the ensuing night’s constimj)- 
tion, Jan Fiunc, Svensson, and myself, started 
for the ring. This, Avhich could not have been 
less than some three miles in circumference, av.'is 
fortunately near at hand; indeed, the southern 
’extremity of it extemled up to the fcAV inelosures 
Avhich surrounded th^ SjitterAA^all . 

Jan Finnc and myself, as I have said, Averc 
armetl with guns ; but avc had no other Aveapons, 
offensive or defensive. Indeed, tho\igh at one 
time I AV'as in the habit of carrying either a dag- 
ger, a light hunting-spear, or pistols, when on 
those expeditions, from finding stich materially to 
retard my movements, T .subscyiiently went with- 
out any of tljc'se accompaiHinenls, 

. VOI,. I(. . I) 
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Wc left the (logs at the Sattcrwall. Our plan 
of proceeding, in the first instance, was to heat 
the most likely brakes within the ring (of which, 
from having spent much time in that part of the 
country on a former occasion, I had a very good 
knowledge,) in the most perfect silence ; this gave 
ns the better chance of coming in upon the bears, 
before they had cither time or inclination to leave 
their (piarter. 

For this purpose', we formed a line, in the 
centre of wliich 1 placed myself, Jan Finnc and 
Svensson being at some ten paces distance, on 
either hand of me. ’riuis wc slowly and cau- 
tiously proceeded forward, tlireading on our way 
the most tangled brakes. Some of these were so 
thick, that we could with difficulty force our way 
through them. In fact, they in a degree resem- 
bled fir plantations of ten or twelve years’ growth, 
which had never been thinned, or in which tlie 
pruning-knife had never been introduced. 

All tins while wc kept Tiecring under every 
stump, fragment of rock, A’ce. that came in our 
way, to see if the game of which, we were in 
search might be lurking beneath; for, in°such 
situations, the bear not unfrequently reposes dur- 
ing the Avinter season. The ’trunks of the pines, 
likcAvise, we narrowly exabiined ; for, in the vici- 
nity of his den, or even at a very considerable 
distance from where lie thinks to take up his 
quarters for the winter, the bear luually scores 
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the trees, either with his claws or tangs. If 
such marks are fresh, (though why made I kn()\;" 
not,) it is an almost certain indication that the 
animal is not far distant. 

The smaller pines, also, we carefully noticed ; as 
from these the bear commonly breaks off many 
small branches for the purj)ose of car])eting his 
lair. In the immediate vicinity of his den, 1 
have seen trees much • thicker than my arm, 
whicli those animals have severed into two with 
their fangs. -^Vny little apparent rising ground, 
or hillock, likewise, that we saw, we did not tail 
to examine ; for it often hap])ens that the bear 
scrapes togctlier a large quantity of moss, and 
forms a lair for himself above ground. This, 
which in Sweden is called his Korg, is not very 
dissimilar in a])])earance to a bird’s nest *, and, 
though generally of a very considerable size, it 
may almost be ])assed by unnoticed, wluai cover- 
ed with snow. 

\Ve also recoiinoitvcd tiic uiit-hills Avliidi caiiu? 
in our way. These often of an enormous si/e 
in tfle Scandinavian forests; for buried, or partially 
so, in* them, the bear not unfrequently passes the 
winter months. * 

Mr. Nilsson say.s, “*the bear sometimes forms his 
nest in a large dree, in *4;he fork between three or 
more branches, into w'hich the trunk divides itself; 
these lairs, however, are never more 4;har» si.x feet 
from the groftnd,”’ This I tievcr knew’ to hannen : 

• D 2 
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indeed, I am not aware tliat I ever saw a tree in 
tlic northern parts of Scandinavia, that would at 
all answer the recjuired purpose. 

'I’he forest was at this time full of snow, so that 
in the closer cover wc were almost smothered, as 
it came down upon ns from the trees at every step 
we took ; but tlie interest excited by the possible 
chance of stumhiing upon the bear made this evil 
to be little thought of. 

'Fo protect his rifle from the snow, therefore, 
Jan h’inne carried it, as is eiistovnaiy among the 
Scandinavian chasseurs in the winter-time, in a 
leatluTn case, which he either slung across his 
shoulder, or bore under his arm. Tliough I was 
provided wdth a similar covering for my own gun, 
I preferred having it loose in my hand, that it 
iniglit be in tiie greater readiness in the event of 
our coming suddenly u])on the bears. Hut for 
the better security of my lock ajul the adjacent 
j)arts, I laid taken the precaution to cover them 
witli a ])iece of leather of sojinc eighteen inches hi 
length by twelve in breadtjf*. 

'Fhiswas rather a good contrivance; for, instead 
of having to carry my gun under the skirts of 
my coat, w'here it was still very liable to get wet, 
or to fumble for a minute or two to get it out of 
a case, I had nothing to do but tq cast this leather 
to tlio one side, and in less than a second I was 
(it for action. 

^^’hen snow' comes in contact with the lock of 
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one’s gun, it quickly melts if there ^e only a few 
degrees of cold. If, however, the frost is very 
severe, it may be brushed off like so much powder. 
It is most difficult to guard against the effects of 
neAV-fallen snow, in consc(iuence of its adhesive 
nature. 

All our exertions to find tjie bears Avcrc of no 
avail ; indeed, though we spent .several hours in 
the search, we could not observe any itulications 
that led us to suppose that those animals might 
be in the vicinity. 

Towards nightfall, therefore, we retraced our 
steps to the Siitterwall, and dispirited enough we 
were ; for, tht)ugh we had not beaten the half of 
the ring, we had searched the most likely brakes; 
but as there was much fresh ground to try, and as 
we were besides without dogs, on this occasion, 
from which cause it was not improbable we might 
haVe gone over the bears, we consoled ourselves 
with the hopes of meeting with better success on 
the succeeding day. % 

On returning to oW (juarters, we found our 
two*[)easants liad procured an amj)le (|uantity of 
firewood, water, tVc. the little apartment, also, that 
was to be my restirig-jilacc for the night, was well 
cleaned and garnished. 

^ I * . 

Cooking was^iow the* order of the day ; and as 
we had brought an abundant supply of ])rovisions 
along with us from Tdnnet, wc sooir set down to 
a comfortable rep’ast. This was much improved 
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by a supply of fresli fish, which some peasants 
fpom a distant hamlet had just taken in their nets, 
in a manner I shall by and by describe, in the 
lake below us. 

The little tenement in which I had taken up 
my (juarters was of a very sorry description, the 
wind havirif*' access to its interior at all points : 
still, as there was a large open fire-place, which 
I kept well sup})lied with logs, the cold was 
little felt. In this instance I was jirovided with 
a small tent-bed ; and as I had my boat-cloak well 
lined, as 1 have said, with sheep-skins, to throw 
over me, 1 ])assed the night far from uncom- 
fortably. 

On the following morning, Friday, the 7th of 
December, when the <|uicksilver, as on the pre- 
ceding day, was twenty-two degrees below the 
freezing-point, we were all up at an early hour, 
and as soon as we had sufficient daylight, again 
started for the ring. 

On this occasion, we took both onr peasants and 
dogs along with us ; for asyfit now seemed rather 
problematical whether the bears were within ‘ the 
ring, we thought it best to search it out as * soon 
as possible, for this reason,' that, in the event of 
those anim.ols having moved themselves off, we 
might be enabled to beat' the forest in the im- 
mediate vicinity, where it was not improbable 
they might still haye taken up their quarters. 

On this, as on the preceding day,.Nve formed a 
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iine, Jan Finne being at one extremity, and my- 
self at the other, whilst Svensson ami the peasiin^s 
filled Uj) the immediate spaee : we then slipped 
the dogs from their couplings, and alloAved them 
to range at large*. 

On the previous afternoon, we -had beaten' the 
ring from north to .south ; hut thiiiking it possible 
that we might have gone over the hears, we now 
traversed it in regular and close order from east 
to west, and thus at every point intersected all 
our old tracks. 

Fp to one o’clock, however, we met with no- 
thing, and we then began rather to despair; hut 
lliinkiiig at .tiiat time a little rest and refresh- 
ment would do us no harm, we halted and lighted 
a roaring (ire. 'rins was readily ellected, for our 
party was ))rovided with more than one axe, and 
each of us had a Hint, steel, and a species of fun- 
gus which fully answered tlie purpose of tinder. 
When wandering in the fore.st, I was very sel- 
dom V. ithout the.se e.‘;jseniial articles. 

J'he fire was a gnjiil comfort to u.s, as it not 
only guarded us again.st tlie effects of cold, hut it 
enahk'd us to dry our clothes ; for, owing to our 
exertions, and to the snow melting upon our 
persons, these were partially wet through. Very 
little snow peiietrated*^ dt)Avn my neck on this 
occasioij, the lappet attached to my cap, of which 
I have spoken, throwing off the greater part of it. 
My people stood, liltle in.nec'd of a similar pro- 
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tectiol), for tlieir long hair falling over the collars 
of their coat's, answered the purpose nearly as 
well. 

We now regaled ourselves on the frugal con- 
tents of o\ir knapsack ; but in this was a flask 
of brandy, a in(>st valuable thing in the eyes of a 
Scandinavian peasant. When our homely rc- 
|)ast was finished, tlie peo])lc, as usual, indulged 
themselves with their .pipes, an accompani- 
ment a Swedish peasant in the interior is seldom 
without. 

After resting for about half an hour, we again 
resumed the search for the bears, which we con- 
tinued until near three o’clock, and. until it was 
beginning to get dusk. At this time I was to 
the right of the line, which was proceeding in a 
westerly direction ; when, in the distance to the 
northward, and in a part of the forest we had not 
yet beaten, I heard my old dog I’aijas giving 
tongue ; this he did in such a manner, that I had 
more than a suspicion he luujl found what we had' 
so long been in search of. / 

I now lost not a moment, but, leaving the people, 
ran as fast as the broken nature of the ground 
would permit, towards the spot where the dog was 
challenging, which might be at one hundred and 
fifty or two hundred paCe.s; distance. This was in 
a rather thick ])art of the forest, and in a clump of 
pines, around the foot of which, though at some 
paces distant,— for he ^)robably remembered the 
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roiigli treatment he had received ujion a former 
occasion, — Paijas still kept furiously baying. 

Thougli the dog had found the bears, I did not 
at the fii’st moment observe the entrance to their 
den, which was an excavation in the face of a little 
rising situated between and partly formed by the 
roots of the surrounding trees. Hut on discover- 
ing it, I at once sprang on to the top of the hil- 
lock ; and though at that time immediately over 
the den, the bears still remained quiet. 

On my hallooing, they felt so little inclination 
to leave their quarters, that the old bear simply 
contented herself with partially projecting her 
snout. At thi.s, from its being the only point ex- 
posed to my view, I levelled my rifle, which was 
then pointed in a perpendicular direction. On 
reflection, however, I I'cfrained from firing, as I 
considered that, though I might have smashed 
the fore ])art of her head to pieces, there was little 
chance of iny killing her outright. 

* Instead therefore <^f firing whilst in that situa- 
tion, I stepped, (amU it certainly was not “ the 
most prudent step” a man ever took,) with my 
left foot in advance, directly over her, to the op- 
posite side of the hole, when wheeling about on 
the instant, and having then a full view of her 
head, from wljich the*, muzzle of my gun was 
hardly tw^o feet distant, and my left foot still less, 
for it was partially in the entrance to the den 
itself, I sent»ii bullet through her skull. 
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1 now called loudly to the people, none of 
• « 

whom, nor even the other dogs, which had been 
questing to some birds in another part of the fo- 
rest, had as yet come up, — for I was rather a})pre- 
hcnsivc the cubs might attempt to make their 
escape. To prevent this, I stood for a while over 
the den in readiness to give them a warm recep- 
tion with the butt-end of my rifle. 

JJut three or four minutes elapsed before Jan 
Finne, who was to the left of our line, Svensson, 
and the peasants, made their appearance ; for, 
strange to say, though Paijas had been in Jan 
Finne’s possession for several years, he either did 
not recognise his challenge, or he hud not a sus- 
picion it was to the bears; and in consequence, 
neither he nor the people moved frotn where 
1 liad left them, until they heard my shot. 

My apprehensions as to the cubs attempting to 
escape were, however, groundless, for they still 
continued quiet ; at first, indeed, we could see 
nothing of tliem, for the old ,bear, who, as is usual 
with those animals when l^iey have young, was 
lying in the front of the den, and we, therefore, 
almost began to think we had hit upon a- bear 
distinct from tliose of whioli we were in search. 
But on the people introducing a stake, and mov- 
ing the old bear a little ,16 the s^de, one of the 
cubs, and subsequently a second, and a third, ex- 
hibited themselves, all ' of which I despatched, 
either with my own or.with Jan Fiiiue’s rifle. 
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The work of death being at length completed, 
we drew the bears out of their den. This how- 
ever was of such small dimensions, that it was 
the admiration of us all how they could have 
stowed themselves away in it. Bears usually 
prepare their winter-ipiarters durihg the autum- 
nal months, and some time previously to taking 
possession of them ; but the animals, of which 1 
am now speaking, having been disturbed from 
their original lair at a time when the ground was 
hard frozen, and when it W'as, of course, much 
more dillicult to embed tliemselves in the earth, 
j)robably accounted for the small size of the exca- 
vation in whicli we found them. 

I'he old bear had attained her full growth ; the 
cid)S were nearly a year old, and of about the size 
of large dogs. The whole of them were in to- 
lerably good condition. 

^riiis was a rather successful chasse ; as, had the 
bears been ([uartered in an o])en lair, instead ot 
*the situation in whi«h we found them, from the 
dog being so far distant from us when he first 
chaBenged, it is most likely they would have 
movtJd themselves offTong before we could have 
come up. Indeed, as' it was, had I not been ra- 
ther quick upon them, it is very probable they 
would have giA^en us tile slip for that time. She- 
bears with cubs, however, usually lie much closer 
than others. 

After indidging the jKJople with a glass of 
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brandy, I lost no time in despatching one of the 
peasants to Tbnnet, tliat he might have two 
sledges in readiness at an early hour on the fol- 
lowing morning ; one to convey the bears to that 
place, and the other my little baggage ; for, having 
accomplished our object, I purposed forthwith re- 
tracing my steps to Lapp cottage. 

The shades of evening had by this time long 
set in ; .so, after covering our spoil with a few pine 
branches to keep off the weather, we once more 
made for the Siltterwall. 

During the night, tlie wind having veered to 
the southward, the frost disappeared, and a very 
heavy storm of wind, rain, and sleet came on, 
which continued with unabated violence for very 
many hours afterwards. 'Fins made us congratu- 
late ourselves not a little on the fortunate termina- 
tion of our exj)edition ; and we had still more 
reason to do so a few days subseipiently, when the 
ground in most places became altogether bare of 
snow. In fact, had we not. killed the bears on 
this occasion, it is not improbable that they woidd 
have escaped altogether. 

Ijong before daylight on the following loom- 
ing, Saturday, the 8tli of December, and during 
almost a hurricane of wind, htteuded with sleet 
and rain, our peasant, witli two sledges, (one of 
which was driven by my superstitious guide. Per) 
arrived from Tbnnet. 

It took us, however, some time to get the bears 
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out of tlie forest, as, to effect this, we had in 
places to clear away the underwood, to open jx 
passage for the sledges. Some manoeuvring also 
was required to prevail upoJi the horses to ap- 
proach the bears ; for though the beasts were dead, 
the poor animals seemed to have an instinctive 
dread of them. To accomplish this object, wo 
took* the horses from the sledges ; when, after 
laying the bears upon the lattcT, and covering 
them with pine branches, so that nothing Avas 
visible, we backed those useful animals upon, and 
attached them to the vehicles. 

Some delay took place whilst this was going 
forward, ajid in consequence, tlic day Avas Avell 
advancetl before Ave took leave of the SattcrAvall 
and faced toAvards Tbnnet. Our journey was a 
comfortless one, as it Avas raining or sleeting the 
Avhole Avay. 

•On our reaching tliat hamlet at about one 
o’clock in the afternoon, Ave were surrounded Avith 
*groiq>s of people, wl^om curiosity to see tlie bears 
had draAvn to the spot. They joyfully greeted us 
on *1110 success of our little expedition, as those 
animals committed much slaughter among the 
horses and cattle in aH that part of the country. 

The bears now uiwlerAvent the process of skin- 
ning and cuttiijg up ; itnd as the Aveathcr was un- 
favourable, the operation took ])lace Avithin-doors. 
The animals Avere laid on' their backs on a table, 
and, when .{live.sted of tlieir skins, they much 
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resembled, in many respects, their breasts and 
arms in particular, so many human beings. The 
sight, in consequence, was a rather shocking one, 
and forcibly reminded me of a disgusting exhi- 
bition I had witnessed a few years before, at a 
celebrated anatomist’s in London. The horrors 
of this, indeed — the macerating tub with its at- 
tendant vulture — will never, I think, be effaced 
from my imagination. 

Tlie fore-legs of the old bear were uncommonly 
muscular ; and, indeed, after seeing them, a per- 
son might readily have believed in the amazing 
prowess ascribed to bears. The state of the in- 
testines of the animals was as I have described 
in the beginning of this work. 

The galls we carefidly prcserv(?d ; those being 
considered in Scandinavia a .specific against a va- 
riety of disorders ; the like was the case with the 
fat, Avhich is as highly esteemed in Sweden as with 
us. 'riiis, some one says, is possessed of such ex- 
traordinary virtue, that if a* deal- box be rubbed 
with it overnight, on the following morning it 
will be converted into a hair-trunk. 

Only the fat, (Tster) by the by, which is fbund 
about the intestines, is used’ in Scandinavia medi- 
cinally, or for the hair ; of this there is usually but 
an inconsiderable quantity. The 'fat (fet) itself, 
which, on a large bear, may weigh sixty or eighty 
pounds, is merely used fqr culinary purposes. The 
bears’ grease we purchclsc in this country, if bears’ 
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grease it really be, is, I have reason to believe, con- 
cocted out of the whole of the fat found upon 
those animals. 

The hams (those at least that I took possession 
of) were destined to be smoked. In that state, 
they are considered great delicacies.* The remain- 
der of the carcass was cither salted, or reserved in 
its then state. 

When fresh, I consider the flesh of the bear, 
which sometimes rescndiles beef, to be excellent. 
Indeed, during this particular winter, it consti- 
tuted a principal part of my food : the paws are 
thought to be a great dainty. 

The skins «f our bears were now nailed to the 
sides of a warm room ; the fat was then scraped 
from them, and afterwanls a little .salt and water, 
as also wood-ashes, were .applied, that they might 
dry the sooner. 1’hc skin of the old bear was 
about eight feet in length, and of a proportionate 
breadth. 

In taking the skin from a bear, the knife is not 
passed along the stomach farther than to within 
soirti' few inches of the insertion of the tail ; this 
gives*the skin, when dried and extended, a hand- 
some and more compact appearance. The manner 
in which this is clFectcd is represented in a wood- 
cut, which will be found farther on. The claws 
are allowed to remain on the skin, which add much 
to its beauty. 

In the interior of the country, the weight of u 
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bear, either from want of curiosity or opportunity, 
is rarely ascertained : the peasants, however, when 
s))eaking of the size of the animal, say their skins 
were of such a length. In this case, therefore, if 
a person wishes to form an idea of the actual di- 
mensions of the bear, he must allow for the few 
inches of which I have just spoken. But this 
method of judging of the size of those animals, 
unless one actually sees the skin itself, is far from 
being satisfactory ; for it not unfrcquently hap- 
])ens, that, instead of being extended in the natu- 
ral form, they are drawn out to a most prepos- 
terous length, when their width, in consecpience, 
becomes excessively disproportionate. 

The skin of the bear is in by far the best order 
in the winter-time ; if the animal be of moderate 
size, and killed at that season, it is worth, in Swe- 
den, from two to three pounds. 

As I liad not made any previous stipulation to 
the contrary, the bears we had just slaughtered 
were the property of our tw© peasants. This was 
in consequence of their having ringed these ani- 
mals in the first instance. 

I l>elicve no actual law exists in Sweden to that 
effect, thoxigh it is a perfectly well-understood 
thing in the interior of the country, that the man 
who rings a bear is entitled to the animal ; and 
in conscxpience, Avithout express permission, no 
other person, dreams of disturbing the beast. But 
in Norway, I have reason to thinV> there is an 
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ordinance making the bear the property of the 
man who rings him in the first instance ; and, in 
consequence, tliose who either disturb or destroy 
the animal without authority arc subjected to 
rather severe penalties. 

As my two peasants were very ^loor, I did ‘not 
care to deprive tliem of too mucli of tlieir booty ; 
my own sliare of the spoil was, in consequence, 
trifling. Indeed, I only took possession of the 
fat, tongues, and a little of the flesh of the bears. 
Tliey proved a rich prize to the people; for, 
independently of the flesh, which was much es- 
teemed in that part of tlie world, tlic skins alone 
were wortli about five pound.s, whicli is a consi- 
derable sum in Sweden. In addition to tiiis, they 
were entitled to a reward (Skottpenningar) ])aid 
by tlie Government, or rather the particular dis- 
trict, for the destruction of pernicious animals. 

•Geaving Jan Finne and Svensson with the 
dogs at Tdnnet, I set off in my sledge towards 
’evening for Lapp aottage; but owing to the 
thaw, the track was not in the best order, and 
as 1 was also delayed for a horse on the way, it 
was rather late before I reached my quarters. 


VOI.. II. 


V. 
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CITAPTEIl IV. 


State of tlie weather. — Want of Snow. — Christmas customs. — 
CMiristrnas Eve. — R§da Church. — Personalia. —Collections for 
the Poor. — Bells. — Marriage Ceremony. — Laws relating to 
Marriages. — Peasants* Marriages. 

The following day, Sunday the 9th of De- 
cember, the weather took up again and became 
slightly frosty. 

On the afternoon of Monday tlie 10th, Jan 
Finnc made liis appearance at l^app cottage, hav- 
ing left, according to my directions, Svensson, to- 
gether with the dogs and baggage, at Siilje, where 
we now purposed proceeding forthwitli, to search 
for the bear which was reported to be ringed in 
that vicinity. 

During the night, however, tlie. frost again dis- 
appeared ; and when, at five-o’clock on the follow- 
ing morning, which of course was several hours 
before daylight, the horse; was to Jthe sledge, and 
we were on the point of starting for Salje, it came 
on to rain so. heavily, that we thought it very 
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unadvisable to prosecute our intended plan. -Even 
at this time there was but little snow in the fo- 
rest, and from the then state of the weather there 
seemed every chance of such disappcarinj*' alto- 
gether. This was a great disappointment, but we 
consoled ourselves with hoping that there would 
soon be a change for the better. 

These hopes Avere far from being realized. 
Strange to say, and contrary to what is usually 
the case in the North of Europe at that period of 
the year, for a long time afterwards we had little 
other than southerly winds and mild rainy Avea- 
ther. The temperature, indeed, much resembled 
what I hav£? not unfrequently met Avith on the 
Avest coast of Ireland at the like season. 

This being the case, and seeing no immediate 
alteration likely to take place, after waiting some 
few days, I permitted .Tan Finne and Svensson to 
return to their homes, where they wore anxiou.s 
to remain during the Christmas festivities, Avhich 
Avere then so nearly* approaching. It was avcH I 
did so, for the snoAv noAV qiiickly vanished, and 
in a short time not a particle of it Avas to be seen 
in th’e vicinity of my (juarters. In fact, instead 
of the ground being* covered Avith snow to the 
depth of a foot or two, and of our experiencing 
some forty or fifty degiees of cold, which was not 

uncommonly the case at that ])eriod, the people, 

• 

in some instances, were poAv actually engaged in 

•• • E 2 
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ploughing, a circumstance that had hardly been 
known in the memory of man up to the end of 
the year. 

Tlic want of snow at this time was greatly felt, 
as it was difficult to communicate with the inte- 
rior ])arts of the country : the timber, besides, 
which had boon felled during the autumn, could 
not be conveyed from the forest ; nor were the 
pea.sants and others enabled to obtain the neces- 
sary supj)lies of forage, !kc. from their Siitter- 
walls : the smelting-houses and forges could not 
be furnished with the needful (juantity of coke : 
in short, the ordinary occupations of the people at 
this period of the year were, froni this cause, 
completely at a stand-still. 

( ireat preparations were now made by all classes 
to celebrate the solemn festival of Christmas. 
'Die doors of the rooms, belonging as well to rich 
as poor, after undergoing a thorough purification, 
were littered with straw, in commemoration of 
the birth of our Saviour in a' stable. 

One might also frequently see a number of 
young pine-trees, of thirty or forty feet in height, 
which, after having been stripped of their bark 
and leaves, with the excep'tion of a bunch at 
the top, were placed in an lipright position, at 
stated intervals, around the dwellings of the pea- 
santry. 'riiis custom, for which 1 could never 
obtain a satisfactory explanation, is universal in 
many parts of Dalecarlia. 
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Every good tiling that could pamper the appe- 
tite, as far as their means went, was likewise put 
in requisition, as with us in England, at this sea- 
son. Though they thought of themselves, how- 
cA^er, many of the peasants did not forget the in- 
ferior order of the creation. Indeed, it was* an 
almost universal custom among them, to expose a 
sheaf of unthrashed corn on a pole in the vicinity 
of their dwellings, for the poor sparrows and 
other birds, which at this inclement period of 
the year must be in a state of starvation. Tliey 
alleged as their reason for performing tliis act of 
beneficence, that all creatures should be made 
to rejoice oh the anniversary of Christ’s coming 
among us mortals. 

I wisli I had not to record another circum- 
stance that is not quite so creditable to the pea- 
santry: — ^but, to tell the truth, during the few 
days the festivities last, tliey usually make such 
frcipient ujiplication to the brandy-bottle, that 
they are far too commonly in a state of intoxi- 
cation. 

^ liad the pleasure of spending Christmas eve 
at IMdeholm. 

Near the conclusioh of the supper, two figures, 
(Jul. Gubbar) masked and attired in the most gro- 
tesque habiliments, eftteVcd the room. One of 
them carried a bell in its hand, the other an im- 
mense basket ; this latter contained* a vast variety 
of prcsentsvlestined for the different branches of 
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the family and guests. To many of these pre- 
sents some amusing little scrap of prose or poe- 
try was appended, the reading of which occa- 
sionally created no little merriment among the 
assembled party. The names of the donors were 
not attached to the presents, though in most 
instances it is probable shrewd guesses were 
entertained. 

It was highly gratifying to witness this little 
recijrrocation of kindnesses. Indeed Mrs. Geijer’s 
children, and she had several, always looked 
forward to this day as one big with events, and 
as by far the happie.st of their lives. 

'riie merry and hearty sociality of the time, as 
t)bserved in Sweden, will remind the reader of 
our old English Christmas celebrations, when feast- 
ing alone was not considered sufficient without 
an interchange of the kindness of the heart, 
'riiesc genial customs are now injured by over- 
refinement, and are degraded into the sordid 
C'hristmas-box given to menials. 

Ben Jonson, in one of his Masques, gives so 
good an idea of the merry-making of our fore- 
fathers in the olden time, and of the Swedes in 
the present, that I cannot resist the temptation to 
transcribe a few of his words. He brings in a 
(piaintly-dressed figure, intended as a personifica- 
tion of Christmas, who, after announcing him- 
self, goes on to say., “ Why, I ’rn no dangerous 
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person, and so I told my friends o* the guard. 
The truth is, I ha’ brought a masque here, out of 
the citie, o’ my own making, and do present it 
by a set of my sons, good dancing boys all.” 
The mummers are then introduced in the fol- 
lowing names and costumes, viz. 

“ J^Iisrule , — in a velvet caj), Avith a s])rig, a 
short cloak, and great yellow ruff*, like a revel- 
ler, iVc. 

“ Carol, — in a long tawny coat, with a red 
cap, and a flute at his girdle, &c. 

“ Mhiced-pie , — like a fine cook’s wife, dressed 
neat, &:c. 

“ (T«7tf6o/,-*-like a tumbler with a hoop and 
bells, &c. 

“ New Year' a Gift, — in a blue coat, (serving- 
man like,) with an orange and a sprig of rose- 
mary gilt on his head ; his hat full of brooches, 
wdth a collar of gingerbread, and a bottle of wine 
on either arm. 

“ Mumming, — in k masquing pied suit, with a 
visor, &c. 

JY 'tssail, — like a neat sempster and song- 
ster;* her page bearing a brown bowl, &c. 

“ Offering, — in a short gown, with a porter’s 
staff’ in his hand ; a ’wyth borne before him, and 
a bason by his torch-bearer.” 

These grotesque figures join in a dance, while 
one sings some verses cgmmyncinj^ with the fol- 
lowing : 
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“ Now their intent is to represent. 

With all the appurtenances, 

A right Christmas, as of old it was. 

To be gathered out of the dances 
Which they do bring," &c. &c, &c. 

liut to leave this digression, into which I have 
been tempted by a regard for old merry Christ- 
mas, and by an admiration of the hearty though 
homely manner in which it is celebrated in Swe- 
den : The usual hour for the commencement of 
Divine service at the churcit at Hilda was be- 
tween ten and eleven o’clock. On Christmas- 
day, however, it began soon after six in the morn- 
ing. As this was near three hours before the sun 
was above the horizon, candles were 'made use of ; 
but in spite of the hour being thus early, the 
church was crowded to excess ; for, on this, as 
well as on other holy days, which are of rather 
freipient occurrence in Sweden, the peasants are 
exceedingly regular in tlieir attendance. 

'Phe established religion in Sweden is, as I 
have said, the liutheran, the forms of whicli 
are too well known to need any observations of 
mine. But one custom I noticed in the interior 
of Wermeland, which it may perhaps be worth 
recording. 

Near to the conclusion of the service, and after 
some observations apposite to the occasion, the 
clergyman read from a paper entitled PersonaUa, 
the names of those persons w'ho had recently died 
within his parish. Tliis contained also many par- 
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ticulars relating to the birth, parentage, &c. of 
each of the deceased individuals. H*e then expa- 
tiated on their good or bad deeds upon earth, and 
concluded with some remarks on the uncertainty 
of life, or other reflections of a similarly impres- 
sive nature. 

I subjoin the substance of a Personalia, which 
I happen to have in my possession, and which to 
some may not be uninteresting. It relates to a 
young man who, owing to an accident, liad met 
with a watery grave. 

“ ‘ There is but a step between me and death,’* 
said a man whose life was at that time in immi- 
nent danger ; -and every-day experience shows the 
truth of this saying. If we always thought and 
saw how near death was to us — how near he fol- 
lows our steps — how soon he comes up with us 

then we should tread the uncertain path of life 
witli more caution, and count the passing mo- 
ments, and contemplate with awe his inevitable 
approach. Of what nminense importance is this 
step ! AV'^e must all take it, and bow soon it is 
tak*en ! In one moment we are snatched from 
the flieatre of life, on which we appeared as 
passing shadows! What a difference between 
the light of day aftd the darkness of night — 
the warmth of. life anti the chill of death — the 
animating feeling of existence, and the moulder- 
ing grave ! 


1 Samuef, xx. 3. 
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“We have =now before us a melancholy in- 
stance of tlie uncertainty of human life. A 
young man, in the bloom of youth, in tbe frill 
enjoyment of licalth and vigour, is in a few mo- 
ments bereft of existence — lifeless. What an 
ex"am])le does- that coi'})se exhibit to us ! What 
does it say to us, though dumb? What I have 
just said, ‘ There is only one step between me 
and death.’ 

“ He that has now taken this last earthly step, 
and whose remains we have this day consigned to 
the grave, was Olof Carlsson, from Bu-torp, eldest 
son of Carl Dicksson, and his wife Christina. He 
was born the 22nd of October 1810, and was 
drowned in the river Uf, the thirtieth of last 
month, being then in the eighteenth year of his 
age. Tliis unlooked-for event is to be deeply la- 
mented for many reasons. 

“ All pai’ticipate in your sorrows, disconsolate 
])arents! You are advanced in years. Heavy 
will be the afflictions of ycfiir old age, now that 
they can no longer be lightened by the hand of 
your child. You had without doubt fondly*an- 
tici])ated that he would have been the prop of 
your declining y^ears, when you were tottering on 
the brink of the grave, and have rendered you 
the last sad offices by closmg your*eyes. 

“ For many reasons, the departed has made 
himself worthy of pur yegrets. One of the sub- 
limest, and, alas ! unu*sual epit{iphs**of our days 
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which we can inscribe to liis memory, as an ex- 
ample for the present’ and future generation, is, 
that he 'was never known to take the Lord’s name 
in .vain. For this he deseiwes our unqualified 
praise, that sin being unhappily so prevalent. 
According to the concurrent testimony of every 
one, the life of the deceased in other respects 
was irreproachable. He was always to be seen, 
near his aged parents. Tlie evening of the day 
may be different from the morning. Every one 
knows in what short space of time this unhappy 
occurrence took place. Thus hastily was the 
prop of your old age, and the good example for 
youth, hurried into another life.' — But you sigh 
heavily ! Do you think he is gone for ever ? I 
will pour balsam into your bleeding heart ; the 
departed live, and we become immortal through 
death. He is only gone a little while before you. 
When you have finished your course on e-arth, 
you will find him in the blessed abodes of eter- 
nity. And time flies* so fast, that perhaps in a 
few moments some of us will be reckoned among 
the ^ead. 

“ Uncertain 'tis, when, how, and where, 

We reach our earthly goal ; 

Therefore each hour for death prepare. 

Be ready, O my so^l 1^' 

• • 

Another Personalia that I have by me, paying 
a just tribute to the memory of an .amiable and 
virtuous youBg woman, is to the following effect. 
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“ ‘ Let no flower of the spring pass by us. Let 
us crown ourselves with rose-buds, before they 
be withered.’ — Wisdom of Solomon, ii. 7 and 8. 

“ With this exclamation, happy youth, you 
hasten out to the enamelled meads, and find 
tlie air pure ! the sky clear ! and the earth en- 
chanting ! Kvery thing smiles — every thing 
breathes life — every thing sings praise — every 
thing cxiiales perfume, and inspires serenity and 
pleasure. 

“Yes! enjoy in innocence that happiness 
which is so short — that good, which is so eva- 
nescent. Do you, in the fear of God, rejoice in 
the buoyancy of health and spirits ? Do so grate- 
fully, before age approaches, and evil days ad- 
vance, and autumn and winter arrive. Alas! 
they soon appear. But are you certain that you 
will witness either season ? Are you even cer- 
tain that you will reach the summer? What is 
your life ? A breath — a grain of dust, which is 
carried hence by the gentlest breeze. 

“ ‘ As for man, his days are as grass : as a flower 
of the field so he fiourisheth. 

“ ‘ For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone ; 
and the place thereof shall know it no more.’ 

“ But death does not neglect even the ‘ flower 
of the spring ;’ yea, he takes pride in ‘ crowning 
himself with rose-buds before they be withered.’ 

“ We have seen th^s often. AV'^e see it here. 

*■ . . ‘ ..*■ 

* Psalms, iii. 15 and 16. 



I'EKSONALIA. 


61 


He has wreathed in his pale garland this rose, 
which, early broken from its stem, cannot now re- 
ceive nourishment from the earth, nor colour and 
freshness from these faint and powerless sun- 
beams. 

“ Ought we not to repine at this ? • To many it 
may appear as if contrary to the order of nature 
to be carried off' so early ; as if the object of life 
were hereby defeated — as if the aim of our being 
were incomprehensible or unjust. 

“ Hut to those who contemplate it from a higher 
point of view ; to those who knoAV that man has 
to attain a brighter — a happier state of existence, 
to which this •limited one is merely initiatory — 
this dispensation will appear in full accordance 
with a holy and gracious Providence. 

“ To me it has always seemed to be an act 
of peculiar grace in God, to remit the more 
tedious- -the more difficult- — the more perilous 
trials ; to save his creatures from evil and from 
seductions — to withdraw them, as Scripture says, 
from a life amongst sinners, before vice confounds 
the “understanding, or false doctrine deceives the 
soul. 

“ And in particular it may be asked ; — What has 
the young female to’ expect, who with care cul- 
tivates her hearfc and understanding — with success 
brings to perfection the delicate virtues and ami- 
able qualities of her sex]; what, I • repeat, has 
such a one tef* expect in a tvorld where the most 
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virtuous, to be noticed, must often be supported 
by the most vicious ? 

“ Had the departed only expected happiness 
from such a source, she would have been unde- 
serving of any thing better, and might equally 
be pitied, whether she had attained or failed in 
her object. 

“ But excellence requires not the aid of un- 
worthiness. It is a tender plant, but it can 
nevertheless support itself ; and though bashful 
of display, will obtain respect from its own in- 
trinsic merit. Ridiculed both by the butterfly 
and the grub, it equally despises the trifles around 
which the one flutters, and which the other 
contaminates. Alone, she prefers standing in a 
circle of kindred scions, supporting with them 
their earthly protector, until the angel of peace 
comes, and transfers her to a better world. 

“ So happily — so speedily — became this the lot 
of her, the good daughter, the tender sister — 
whose withered remains we have now before us — 
but even of which we must also soon be bereft. 
She herself has gone before us to that place 
where virtue has its residence amongst the holy — 
and innocence its crown amongst the happy. 
High al)ove was registered die object of her silent 
wish, which is now fulfilled. It. never interfered 
with her round of duties, nor with harmless 
mirth ; but dt saved her from the vanity of the 
times, and from the giddiness of a transitory 
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world; it gave her a true and deep feeling — a 
tender and gentle seridiisness — a dispo*sition mild 
and pure, and devoted to her God. Unassuming 
and indefatigable, she discharged her earthly 
trust — tending her father’s house, comforting 
her father’s heart, and guiding those who, mo- 
therless like herself, but of more tender years, 
required and acknowledged her more mature dis- 
cretion — her more steady counsel. Her charge 
she has accomplished, and she has already reaped 
the reward. 

“ Let her enjoy it, thou sorrowful, aged father ! 
and reflect that neither thou nor the world could 
so reward her. . Reflect on this, and in the happy 
conviction of a soul so exalted, and in still happier 
anticipations, let joy again take possession of 
thy bosom, and brighten the evening of thy life. 
Thou hast sent up to thy beloved wife a sure 
and* welcome pledge that thou wilt also fol- 
low after, when thy calling on earth has been 
fulfilled. 

“ JNIayest thou, in the mean time, long survive, 
cherfshed by those thou still pressest to thy pa- 
ternal ’bosom ! May they, with thee, and us, by 
repeated and tender contemplations on the dust 
which rests here, and the spirit which animated 
it, learn to understand, both the brevity and 
importance of life— man’s instability here, and 
imperishability hereafter. ’ 
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** Whene’er we cover with the sod, 

That which is dearest to the heart, 

Bid us remember, gracious God, 

That we must all from hence depart. 

Teach us to conquer trials here, 

And so to run time’s arduous race, 

That we, with all we held most dear, 

May meet before thy glorious face.” 

Collections were made during the service for 
the poor. This was elfected by the churchwar- 
den or otliers handing round to the several pews 
a rather handsome bag or purse, appended to a 
long wand, into whieh each individual dropped 
his mite. 'I’o this ])urse a little bell was affixed, 
tbe tinkling of which I used to think a little 
interfered with the solemnity of the occasion. 
In the front of the church, also, a box was at- 
tached, the lid of which was strongly secured by 
locks and bars, into which the charitable might 
make their donations. 

If the peasantry be standing near to the church 
when the bells ring, they, all take off their hats. 
This custom, which is common in Catholic coun- 
tries, 1 little expected to see among people pro- 
fessing the reformed religion. 

The church at Rfida, like the generality of the 
Swedish places of worship,^was often very cold : 
this was not surprising, as the wind had access to 
the interior in every direction, and there was no 
fire-place in the building. I think I have been 
present at Divine service, when th^ temperature 
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in the body of the churcli must have been near 
twenty degrees below zero. The cefld, howe\’cr, 
is the less felt, as the congregation is generally 
clothed in furs, &e. 

During the winter season it would, of course, 
be impossible to open graves for. the internrent 
of the dead ; the bodies are therefore placed in 
a small building, appropriated to the purpose, 
erected in the churchyard. Here they remain 
until the frost breaks up in the spring, when the 
corpses ace consigned to their mother earth. 

In the churchyard at Hilda is a long and large 
mound, under which, some four years ago, eleven 
unfortunate persons were interred in one common 
grave. 

These individuals were ordered by the autho- 
rities of the district to assist at a skall, when, on 
pushing off in a boat from the southern extremity 
of. the Hilda lake, it being the summer sea.son, 
their bark, from some mismanagement, filled in 
the instant, and went, down in deep water. There 
were thirteetj men in the boat at tlie time, only 
twft of whom Avere saved. The accident was sup- 
posed to have been owing to the whole or a por- 
tion of the people being in a state of intoxication. 

In this churchyard are also interred several in- 
dividuals who met with a’melancholy end, a short 
time previously to my first visiting VVermeland. 

Three young girls had been enjoying them- 
selves at a dgince .at Risberg, which is on the op- 
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posite side of the Riida lake to Risater ; but du- 
ring the night they set off for the latter place, 
which was their home. It was in the winter- 
time, or rather in the spring ; and as the frost 
was breaking up, the ice on the lake was in a 
rather insecure state. They were in a sledge : 
this was not drawn in the usual manner by a 
horse, but it was impelled forward by a young 
inan on common skates, as one sometimes sees 
practised in that part of the world. Thus they 
had proceeded for a considerable distance, when 
in a moment the whole party were precipitated 
into a windteak, or hole in the ice, which, from 
the darkness of the night, they had not previously 
noticed. The shrieks of tlie poor creatures were 
dreadful ; and though the place where the acci- 
dent happened was about three miles from Udde- 
holm, tlicy were distinctly heard at that place. 
Assistance, liowcver, was not at hand, and all 
tlie party miserably perished. 

Many marriages take place among the peasantry 
at this festive season ; more indeed, probably, in 
the ten days succeeding Christmas, than duAng 
all the rest of the year. 

As the manner in which the connubial knot 
is tied in Wermeland was ‘ something novel, it 
may not be out of pla‘ce/for me, to describe the 
marriage ceremony, at which I was once present, 
in the church of Hilda. * 

It was a little before* the conclusion of Divine 
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service that I observed the eyes of many of the 
congregation directed- towards the door of the 
church ; and at the same time the sound of dis- 
tant music caught my car. This proceeded from 
four fiddlers, who, at the head of three couple 
that were to be united for better or Avorse, noAv 
entered the churcli : to give farther tx‘/at to the 
affair, a gentleman of my acquaintJince, in the full 
uniform of his office, escorted two of the blush- 
ing brides. The procession now moved .up the 
middle aisle of the church ; the musicians j)lay- 
ing some light air or other until it reached the 
altar, when their .services for a while were dis- 
pensed with. . 

'J'hc brides, who were peasant girls, were attired 
in the gayest aj)j)arel imaginable ; among other 
finery, they were decorated with splendid chap- 
lets, or crowns, to which were attached a variety 
of ornaments. These chaplets, however, were not 
procured especially for the occasion, they having 
jfVobably answt-red tliQ like ])ur])ose to several pre- 
ceding generations. The men Avere Avell dressed 
in tkeir usual costume, and made a most re.s]>ect- 
able appearance. 

The parties now knelt at the foot of the altar, 
Avhen the clergyman 4;ommenccd reading the ser- 
vice usual on these occasions. lJuring its continu- 
ance, the brides’ maids and men came forAvard, and 
held silken shaAvls, to represent canopies, over the 
heads of thq^ res[)cctiA'o couplts. I'lic s}m:1ade 

1 3 
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altogether was very imposing ; indeed, it seemed 
to excite nd little interest * among the large con- 
gregation assembled on the occasion. 

When the ceremony was completed, and the 
worthy clergyman had given his last benediction, 
the fiddlers again struck up their notes, when,head- 
ing the happy swains, with their better-halves 
leaning on their arms, the procession moved out 
of the church in the same manner in which it had 
entered. 

A man never looks very amiable wlien playing 
on a fiddle ; and, consequently, the introduction 
of several of these scrapers upon cat-gut into the 
church, did not at all increase the solemnity of the 
scene. 

Some peculiar laws exist in Sw'cden regarding 
the peasants and others forming marriage con- 
tracts ; but 1 am not quite sure if such be very 
rigorously adhered to. 1 annex a copy of these 
ordinances. 

“ Finai.i.y, also, a certain age is required to 
make a betrothing valid by law ; that is to say, 
twenty-<me years for the male, and fifteen years 
for the female. — (Cap. I. Sect. 6 of the Statute of 
Marriage. Royal Church Regulations, Cap. XV. 
Sect. 5.) There is, however, this exception, that 
the sons of the peasaittry may cgntract marriage 
on reaching the age of eighteen, when such a 
youth is provided with a share of a farm or cot- 
tage which lie may Iwmself inhabit- or cultivate. 
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or has got a certain yearly employment, or else 
pursues some handicraft or trade ; biitj on the con- 
trary, no loose persons, not having or being able 
to j)rocnre any fixed habitation or the means of 
support, are allowed to marry, or who by a life of 
vagrancy or other unlawful means procure tlieir 
subsistence.” — (Royal Ordinances, 14th March 
1748, and 8th December 1756.) 

“ No person shall be allowed to marry until he 
well understands the principles of the Christian 
religion, or has received the Holy Communion.” — 
(Royal Cluirch Regulations, Cap. XV. Sect. 11.) 

If, on the occasion of a marriage among the 
])easantry, tlio parties be wealthy, open house is 
kept for several days after the ceremony. Should 
the contrary be the case, the festivities arc usually 
confined to a single day. On these occasions, 
every good tiling within their means is provided 
for the entertainment of their guc.sts. 'J'he Swe- 
dish balm of Gilead, brandy, is not, as it may be 
.s* ipposcd, forgotten at these times. 

Halls are always given on these occasions ; and 
as Ihc guests are expected to dance with the 
bride,* and to make her a trifling present, a small 
fund is collected, which serves as well to defray 
the expen.scs of the "nuptials as for an outfit to- 
w'ards commencing hoiVsekceping. The Swedish 
national dance is the Polska, which, in its charac- 
ter, resembles the waltz. 
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CHArTEIl V. 


I'ishing under the ice. — The Hare. — Hare-shooting. — Hare-lip. 

'riiouoii the Aveather had been vnild for some 
time previously, the ice was still of a considerable 
thickness on most of the lakes and rivers : but, 
in spite of this obstruction, fish were not vinfre- 
<|ucntly taken by lines or nets. ^I’his, indeed, 
was the ea.se Avhen the ice Avas two or three feet 
in thickness. 

At Uddeliolm and Ilisiiter, the drag-net Avas 
often re.sorted to for this purpose, by whieh con- 
siderable quantities of fish AA'ere sometimes caught. 
The manner in Avhich this was brought into play 
was somcAvliat curious ; and as I do not recollect 
ever having seen it described, I shall endeavour, 
Avith the assistance of the annexed woodcut, to 
give an idea of the way in which the operation 
Avas conducted. 
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Over such parts of the lake as were known to 
be only of a certain depth, and where the bottom 
Avas free from obstruction, space.s of an oval shape 
were marked upon the ice. These were usually 
of from one hundred and fifty to two hundred 
paces in length, by fifty or sixty at their greatest 
breadth. At either ends of these figures, and 
exactly opposite to each other, two holes of about 
six feet square, B and C, were cut in the ice, 
whilst along their sides, and at about fifty feet 
apart, other small circular holes, D D, were made 
of about eighteen inches iVi diameter. 

The hauling-lines of the net were now intro- 
duced into tlie hole B, ami from thejice they were 
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conveyed to tlie nearest of the circular apertures 
D 1). Tins was effected by means of a pole (or 
rather of several poles attached together) E, which 
was impelled forward by a forked-stick F. If 
the poles, however, happened to go wide of their 
intended mark, they were recovered by the crook- 
ed stick G, which was armed with a cow’s or 
other horn, and which acted like a grappling iron. 
The hauling-lincs being now arrived at D I), the 
net, a common drag of seventy or eighty paces in 
length, was then introduced into the hole B. This 
soon became extended to its proper dimensions, 
and it was then drawn gradually forward until it 
reached its destination C, or the hole opposite to 
that where it had entered. Here a man stood 
with a pole, beating and disturbing the water to 
prevent the escape of the fish. From this hole, 
the net with its contents was drawn on to the ice. 

The operation altogether lasted about an hour ; 
but as there were several other places similarly 
prcy)arcd in different ])arts of the lake, a fishing 
excursion generally occupied the greater part of 
the day. Fine and moderate weather was usually 
selected for the purpose, or otherwise the people 
woidd not have been able to contend against the 
effects of the water. 

'fhe holes I speak of \\;ere generally opened in 
the ice in the early part of the winter; and they 
were made use of occasionally during the whole 
of that inclement season of the year. / 
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The greatest evil attendant upon this kind of 
fishing arises from the net frequently getting fast 
to the bottom : in such cases it was generally 
necessary to form fresh holes in the ice, so as to 
trace its direction. If the ice was thick, this ope- 
ration was attended with considerable labour and 
trouble. 

The drag-nets used on these occasions, instead 
of being leaded as ours usually are, were weight- 
ed with jiebbles, or pieces of iron, that were in- 
troduced into small cows’ horns ; the points of 
these were always jdaced in advance, the better, 
1 imagine, to get over any obstruction there 
might be at ‘the bottom. The lines of the net 
were formed of goat’s-hair, which Avas much 
more clastic and durable than those made of 
hemp. 

Flue-nets wex’e aLso occasionally made use of : 
these, Avhich were introduced under the ice in a 
similar manner to the drag-net, often proved very 
5estructive. 

Immediately after Christmas, Mr. Falk made 
up* a little party (including myself) to shoot 
hares* of which there was a fair sprinkling through- 
out the surrounding forest. That gentleman had, 
as I have said, a good many beagles, and we there- 
fore anticipated some aimiseinent. But before I 
proceed to detail our jxroceedings, it may not be 
out of place to say a few ^ords regarding the ani- 
mal we were in pursuit of. 
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There is said to be only one kind of hare in 
Scandinavia ; Swedish naturalists seem to be a 
little at a loss under what denomination to rank 
it. Mr. Nilsson thinks it is not of the same 
species as the hare common to the Swiss Alps, 
which is classed by Pallas as the Lepus variabilis ; 
and he decidedly says it is not the common hare, 
(Lepidus timulus,) which is to found on the low 
lands of Denmark, Germany, France, and other 
southern European countries. In conjunction 
with Pallas, therefore, he designates it the Lepus 
Bot'ealis, or Northern hare. 

The hare is to be found all over Scandinavia, 
as well in the more southern provinces of Swe- 
den as in the mountain regions of Lapland and 
Norway. Idke several other animals, however, 
indigenous to that peninsula, he is said to attain 
to a larger size in the southern than in the more 
northern districts. Ilis predominant colour is 
gray in the 'summer, the shades varying more or 
less according to the season of the year, and the 
latitude in which he is found ; but in the winter, 
with the exception of his ears being tipped With 
black, he is white, or very nearly so. This is uni- 
versally the case from Scaitia, the most southern 
of the Swedish provinces, to the North Cape. 

The hare is, as it is welt known,, a most prolific 
animal, which is a wise provision of Nature, for 
the poor creature has numberless enemies to con- 
tend with. She carries her young .for thirty or 
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tlnrty-one days, and produces several at a birtli. 
She suckles them for about three weeks, and then 
leaves them to .«hift for themselves. She is said 
to. have three families in the course of the sum- 
mer. The first in March or April, the second 
about Midsummer, and the third in August. 
'i'’oung hares, as it is well known, may be easily 
domcsticatedv and they are capable of acquiring 
many amusing tricks. 

In the summer season, the Scandinavian hare 
subsists ill niucli the same manner as our own ; 
but in winter, wlien the ground is deeply covered 
with snow, and wlien he has a difficulty in getting 
access to vegetable substances, he feeds for the 
most part on the rind of trees, lie is ])articu- 
larly fond of that of tlic Aspen, (Asp,) Sallow, 
(Salg,) arul AVillow, (Pil,) &c. 

It is said that during the summer, Avhen tlie 
haiv is in his seat, his head is always towards the 
north ; but in the winter the reverse is the case, 
for the animal then* faces towards the south. 
This is suppo.scd to be in consequence of his wish 
to *avoid the scorching rays of the sun at the 
formdt, and the cold north winds at the latter 
period of the year. 

To proceed . — We threw off in the first instance 
near to Ack-sjon, a fine lake, situated at about 
six or seven miles to the north-east of my quar- 
ters. Here we slipped about half* the hounds 
from their couplings, kcepftig the others in reserve. 
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that they might not all tire at once. We then 
formed a line, and beat the country before us. 

To assist the dogs, however, in getting poor 
puss from her seat, we made all kinds of discor- 
dant noises. For this purpose a soldier, who was 
of bur party, occasionally kept tat-tat-tooing upon 
an enormous drum that he carried before him ; 
another repeatedly discharged a large horse-pistol ; 
whilst others again made abundant use of rattles, 
similar to those of our watchmen : these sounds, 
together with our shouts, were enough to alarm 
the whole country. 

A hare of course was soon on foot with all this 
uproar : when, therefore, we heard the music of 
the hounds, wo separated, and stationing ourselves 
in y)aths and other places where it was probable 
she might come, vve soon succeeded in waylaying 
and shooting the poor animal. 

The death lialloo was then given by the suc- 
cessful sportsman to collect our scattered party. 

A singidar operation was >now performed : the 
head of the hare, with the exception of the ears, 
which remained attached to the skin, w'as seveled 
with a knife from the body. The only reason I 
could ever hear alleged for this most strange cus- 
tom, which is universally adopted throughout 
Sweden, W'as, that if a Woman in a state of preg- 
nancy was to see the head of the animal, her off- 
spring would, inevitably have a hare-lip. 

On one occasion, indeed, that I brought a bare. 
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which had not been decapitated, into a liouse, 
where there Avas a yonng female enceinte, the j)oor 
creature was so much distressed at the sight, that, 
to relieve her apprehensions, I was obliged to 
take an axe and cut off the head of the animal. 

Our game being bagged, we again formed a 
line, as in the first instance, and beat the country 
before us in an easterly direction towards the 
Knon I..ake. In the course of the day Ave found 
several hares, some of Avhich escaped, Avhilst the 
chase of otliers aflbrded us a good deal of diver- 
sion before they Avere killed. 

Wq had one great advantage over the hares on 
this occasion ; for the ground being in most places 
bare of snoAA’, and those animals perfectly Avhite,they 
AA'ere of course perceivable at very long distances. 

ToAvarck evening we reached a cottage situated 
on the Avestern face of a hill, overlooking the 
Kuon, Avhich Ave made our quarters for the night. 
\Yc had abundance of provisions, &c. Avitli us, 
!md Ave now enjoyed, a hearty repast. As beds, 
hoAA'evcr, Avere not procurable, aa'c littered doAvn 
a quantity of clean straw iq)on the floor, and thus, 
Avith*our knapsacks for our pillows, Ave reposed 
until morning. 

This chasse continued altogether for nearly 
three days, dufing Avhich fAventy-four hares were 
bagged. Though a vast extent of country was 
beaten on this occasion, very little game of any 
other description. Avas met*Avith. 
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Hunting on horseback, in the English fashion, 
is, I believe, rarely or never resorted to in Swe- 
den, the hares being most commonly killed in a 
similar manner to that of which I have just made 
mention. But when coursing, an amusement 
cofifined almost solely, I believe, to Scania, the 
sportsmen occasionally make use of horses. I 
subjoin some remarks of Mr. Greiff ’s, relating as 
well to the chasse as to the natural histoiy of the 
hare in -that country. 

“ The hare-hunt, with the harriers so called, 
or the common hounds, is one of the pleasantest 
sports ; but if you do not wish to be deprived of 
it in course of time, you ought not to prosecute 
it at all seasons of the year. It is true, that the 
female brings forth young three times in tlie 
course of the summer, and has seven to eight 
young each time but the mother’s indifference 
for her young, and the many kind of persecu- 
tions they are subject to, are the cause that few 
grow up. Besides man, who shoots and catches, 
the hare’s enemies are the wolf, fox, dog, cat, 
eagle, eagle-owl, hare-owl, and hawks of different 
sorts. In wet and i-ainy weather, midges and 
insects fasten themselves about the eyes of the 
young hare, and inflame them so, that worms are 

* “ The female never places the young ©nes in one place, 
but one here, another there, and perhaps visits them only two or 
three times, and perhaps iieveB. I have however found three 
under the same bush; but as i^was during a hunt, it is possible 
that the p’artuvilion was hastened by the thasc/‘ 
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bred and entirely consume him. In winters 
when there is not snow u]>on the ground liis 
white skin betrays him'. From March to Au- 
gust, the hunting of the liare should be followed 
with moderation. A prudent and old sportsman 
never shoots the female at that period ; and if* a 
few males are shot it does no harm. The female 
is generally larger, carries herself higher when she 
runs, makes small bounds, and squats often ; the 
male is little, runs low, and makes wide bounds. 

“It is asserted that old male hares kill the 
young ones ; but I believe the case is the same 
Avith tliis as with other animals, — that Avhen any 
of them has. got a good station, the strongest 
drives the weakest from it. In the spring it is 
easiest for the dogs to get them up ; and as the 
males ramble* both night and day, one can often 
find four or five with one female. About Mid- 
summer is the most difficult time to find them, 
Avhen the juniper bush is in bloom, and all ffoAvers 
thi'ow out such a strong scent that it is not easy 
for the dogs to Avind them : tlie hare also does 
not»re(piire to go far for food. I have often seen 
by tho deAv in the fields, and in the Avood, that 
he has not moved ten steps round about ; when 
he has hit upon buckbean, (wattwiippling) or any 
other palatable food. In autumn and winter the ' 
hare sits close; but in October and November 

* “ The old hares arc called ramblers, in the when they 

stroll about to gi^at distances to s(?ck for the females.’* 



80 HARE-SllOOTIXG. 

the dogs can easily enough get him up. It helps, 
as they say, to get the hare on foot, by shouts, 
shots, and rattles. One may very well use five 
or six, or even a greater number of dogs. In 
autumn the hare frequetits the open country, 
arid grounds, covered with small juniper bushes ; 
and when the snow falls it sits sometimes in the 
.snow-drifts, and in the furrows of corn-fields. 
When it is hard weather it will remain two or 
three nights without going from its seat.* Dur- 
ing a thaw it sits often on stones a>ul in open 
places, but in severe cold in thickets and bushes. 
The hare is caught with snares in fences, or with 
the usual gins in woods and hedges. Roasted, 
it — especially a young hare— makes a good dish 
at table.” 

“ I was once,” Mr. GreilF says, “at a hunt, 
when a female hare was shot, on opening of 
which seven young onc.s, all alive,- were found 
and east to the dogs ; a bitch which had lately 
pu])ped, took one of the young ones, laid it in a 
bush, and licked and dried it ; and we sportsmen 
had a difiieulty to got it from her, as she con- 
stantly licked ajul caressed it, as if she wanted 
to give it suck. It was carried home, and fed 
with milk. Eight days afteiuvards, it was killed, 
by an unlucky accident, to the grgat mortification 
of all the hunting party.” 

• “ On new snow, I by accident found a hare that had not 
li ft its scut for three days/' 
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CHAPTER VT. 


Wolves. — Pitfalls. — Anecdotes of W'olves. 

Duuinc thi.s little expedition, Mr. Falk felt 
some apprehension.s for his dogs, as at that time 
there were a good many wolves jirowling about 
the country ;• blit owing to the ujiroar that we 
made in the forest, it is probable those ferocious 
animals kept at a distance. 

Wolves are said to be particularly partial to 
dogs. Indeed, those animals usually picked up 
every one that was at large in this part of the 
country. Several were taken from both Risiiter 
aTid ITddeholm. Caivsse was the drawing-room 
pet at the latter mansion, and was as fat and as 
sleefk as a mole ; but happening to be star-gazing 
one evening, just outside the door, a famished 
wolf whipped her up hi his horrid jaws, and was 
instantly across the lake witli her. 

Unless along, with nX© In the forest, I rarely 
allowed my oivn dogs to be slipped from their 

couplings at this season ol" the yearr This pre- 

* 

caution was \ery Bcce.s.sary,*as it not unfrequently 

.VOI.. II. G 
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happened that the wolves were in the immediate 
vicinity of Lapp cottage. ’ Once, indeed, a small 
drove, as I saw by their tracks, passed within ten 
paces of my dog-kennel. 

On another occasion, a single wolf posted him- 
self, in the middle of the day, within about fifty 
paces of the house ; but only females were at 
home, and he therefore went off unmolested. 

Wolves were not often to be seen at this period 
of the year in the wilds of the forest ; their com- 
mon resort being in the vicinity of villages and 
roads. Here they occasionally got hold of a stray 
pig, goat, &c. ; but in the northern parts of Wer- 
raeland, they were less destructive than in the 
more southern districts of Sweden. This was 
owing to the cattle thereabouts being universally 
housed during the whole of the winter months. 

Once now and then, however, the wolves made 
an attack upon domestic animals, even when 
under cover. An instance of the kind took place 
in the vicinity of Uddeholm, a few days before 
I first visited that part of the country ; — the cir- 
cumstance was as follows : — 

A peasant, whose name I forget, had just 
turned into his bed for the* night, when suddenly 
his ears were assailed by a most tremendous up- 
roar in his cattle shed (Ladiigard). On hearing 
the noise, he jumped up, and, though almost in a 
state of nudity, he proceeded into the building to 
see what was the matter; but the mystery was soon 
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explained, for lie quickly made out the unwelcome 
visitor to be an immense wolf. This he gallantly 
seized by the ears, and at the same time called 
out most lustily for assistance. 

His wife now came to his aid ; but though she 
was armed with a hatchet, with wljich she kept 
chopping away at the wolf’s head, it was a long 
time before she could succeed in dispatching him. 
Indeed, it was said she only effected this at last 
by driving the handle of the hatchet down the 
throat of the beast. The skin of this animal sub- 
sequently came into my possession, but it was 
much injured from cuts. 

During thi^ rather arduous conflict the poor 
man’s hands and wrists were bitten through and 
tlirough by the w'olf ; when I saw him, in fact, a 
short time subsequently, the wounds had not en- 
tirely healed. Hefore this marauder was destroyed 
he had slaughtered four goats, and would pro- 
bably have killed the remainder of the poor crea- 
tnres that were confined in the builditJg, had he 
been left to himself a short time longer. 

M'^olves w'cre occasionally caught by traps in 
the vicinity of my quarters. They were also not 
unfrequently taken in pitfalls, consisting of circu- 
lar holes about twelve, feet in depth and diameter. 
In their centres strong upright posts were affixed, 
which came up even with the surface of the 
ground. On the top of these posts, q small plat- 
form of fifteen or eighteeji inches sejj^are was 

G 2 
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placed ; when the trap was set, therefore, a chick- 
en, duck, dr small dog, was fastened alive on the 
platform ; a few twigs were now placed over the 
open space, and subsequently they were covered 
with straw, a great deal of which was scattered 
about, so that nothing in the slightest degree sus- 
picious met the eye. If any animal, therefore, 
attempted to lay hold of the bait, he instantly 
tumbled headlong into the pit, from whence, from 
its depth, escape was next to impossible, 

I once saw a wolf lying at the bottom of a 
pitfall. The poor creature had been a prisoner 
for more than a day, and was in a most pitiable 
condition ; in appearance, he was rpore dead than 
alive. Every one said he was only shamming, 
and that if he were once to reach terra Jirma, he 
would go off like lightning ; but I am inclined 
to think he was suffering from the combined 
effects of cold and starvation. We could . not 
get him to move ; indeed, a man was obliged to 
descend into the pit, and absolutely to lay hold tif 
him, before he would get on his legs ; but his 
spirit was so completely gone that he did* not 
offer the slightest resistance. I presently, how- 
ever, put a period to his - miseries, by sending a 
ball through his head, 

Mr, Falk had a pitfall at Risater, in which, at 
one pcjriod, he caught a good many wolves ; but 
within the .last two or three years he had taken 
very feMji of these' animals, ^ 
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When I was first in Wermeland, I was on a 
visit to Mr. Falk. On two occasions, at that 
time, a valuable pointer of mine disappeared : 
search was made every where, and at last the 
animal was found quietly seated at the bottom of 
the pitfall, into which he had tumbled headlong. 

Foxes are very frequently taken by this con- 
trivance. I heard of an instance of the kind 
which was attended with rather a ludicrous re- 
sult. One of those animals w'as lying -at the 
bottoin of the pit, when a man, with the assist- 
ance of a ladder, was in the act of descending, 
for the purpose of destroying it: the fox, how- 
ever, thought, he might benefit by the conveni- 
ence as well as his assailant ; so, just as the man 
I’eached the ground, the fox sprang on to his 
shoulders, and then out of the pit in an instant. 

Prior to that period this particular pitfall had 
always been a very successful one ; but for a long 
time subsequently not a fox was caught in it. 
lumbers of these animals were traced on the 
snow to its brink ; but the wary old gentleman, 
whftse adventures I have just related, had proba- 
bly given the fraternity a hint. 

A pitfall is rather dangerous to domestic ani- 
mals. I heard of an* instance where three horses 
fell into one at the same* time, when the poor 
creatures were so desperately injured, that they 
were obliged- to be immediately killed. 

When I w^s at.Gefle, tfn-ee or four years ago. 
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I met with much politeness and attention from 
Mr. Garberg, who was resident at that place. 
That gentleman had a very pretty cottage near 
to the town, where he usually spent the supimer 
months. Here, as he was very fond of sporting, 
he kept a good many dogs. One day however, 
in the winter-time, the kennel-door was acciden- 
tally left open, when the wolves, which were 
very numerous thereabouts, quickly picked up 
four out of the six that were confined in the 
building. 

Mr. Garberg stated farther, that the wolves, 
during the winter I speak of, had killed two 
dogs in the town of Gefle itself, and that within 
a short distance of his own house. 

He told me, likewise, that a winter or two 
before, whilst a man was working in the forest, 
within a few miles of Gefle, he was attacked 
and desperately wounded by several wolves. His 
companion, who was at some little distance, on 
hearing his cries, immediately ran to his assist- 
ance, and, with his axe, fortunately succeeded in 
beating off the ferocious animals. He then took 
the wounded man on his back, and was convey- 
ing him to a place of safety ; but after a while, 
fatigue obliged him to set down his burthen. 
This he had hardly dbn.e, when the wolves came 
on again more furiously than before ; and it was 
not until he>had cut doVn several of them that he 
succeeded in driving •aAA'^ay the remainder. He 
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then, once more, took up his wounded compa- 
nion, whose life he had twice saved* by his gal- 
lantry, and fortunately succeeded in conveying 
him to a place of safety. Though the poor man 
was terribly mauled by the wolves, he finally 
recovered from his wounds. 

Wolves are very fond of swine, and generally 
attack those animals, if they be at large during 
the winter. Lieutenant Oldenburg once witnessed 
a circumstance of this nature. 

He was standing near to the margin of a large 
lake, which at the time was frozen over. At 
some little distance from the land a small aper- 
ture had been made in the ice for the purpose of 
procuring water : at this hole a pig was drinking. 
Whilst looking towards the horizon, Ijieutenant 
Oldenburg saw a mere speck, or ball, as it were 
moving rapidly along the ice : presently, how- 
ever, this increased considerably in size, and he 
then discovered it to be a wolf, which was 
tnaking for the pig at top speed. 

Lieutenant Oldenburg now seized his gun, 
which was immediately at hand, when he ran to 
the assistance of the pig ; but before he got up 
to the spot the wolf had closed with the poor 
animal, which, though of a large size, he tumbled 
over and over ^in a trice ;* the wolf, however, was 
so agreeably occupied with his prize, that he 
allowed Lieutenant Oldenburg to approach with- 
in a few payes of. him ; that gbntleman then fired. 
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and so desperately wounded the beast in the 
body, that, though he went off for the moment, 
he was presently enabled to come up with him a 
second time, and dispatch him. 

The pig was still alive, though the wolf had 
torn a piece of flesh as large as a man’s foot (I 
use his own words) out of its hind-quarters ; but 
the poor creature was so terribly frightened, that 
it followed him home like a dog, and would not 
leave his heels for a moment. 

Lieutenant Oldenburg related another anecdote 
which came under his immediate notice. The 
circumstance happened in Norrland. 

A boy, only eleven years of age,- was one day 
standing at his father’s door, when he espied 
a large wolf seated on the ground at a small 
distance. The gallant little fellow now ran into 
the house and seized hold of his father’s gun, 
which fortunately happened to be loaded at the 
time ; with this he advanced to within a few 
paces of the wolf, who, either from contempt ot 
his antagonist, or from intending to make a meal 
of him, remained stationary, when he shot Mm 
through the head. 

Mr. Herman Forssldf, the incumbent of the 
parish of Gustaf- Adolph, related to me the fol- 
lowing anecdote regarding- wolves. The circum- 
stance took place many years ago in the parish of 
Arsunda, in Gestrickland, of which province Mr. 
Forssldf was a native. • 
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AVhilst a poor soldier was one day crossing a 
large lake called Stor-sjdn, it then being the, depth 
of winter, he was attacked by a drove of wolves. 
He was armed only with a sword, but with this 
weapon he defended himself so gallantly, that he 
not only either killed or wounded, several of ’his 
assailants, but he succeeded in driving oft’ the 
remainder. 

Some short time afterwards, however, the same 
drove of wolves again beset him; but 'he was 
now unable to extricate himself from his perilous 
situation in the same manner as before ; for when 
he laid his hand upon his sabre, and attempted to 
draw it, he found it firmly frozen into tlie scab- 
bard. This was in consequence of his having 
neglected to wipe the blood from the blade after 
the desperate conflict in which he had been en- 
gaged. It is almost needless to add, that as he 
was then defenceless, the ferocious beasts quickly 
killed and devoured him. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Elg. — Anecdotes. 

On the 31st of December we had twelve de- 
grees of cold at sunrise ; the following day, the 
commencement of the new year, about an inch of 
snow fell in the vicinity of my quarters. 

On the succeeding morning, Wednesday the 
2nd of January, I was much gratified by a visit 
from an old and faithful follower of mine from 
Brunberg, a hamlet situated in the wilds of the 
forest, at some thirty miles to the north-east -of 
Lapp cottage ; I was still more pleased, however, 
when he gave me the agreeable intelligence that 
he had a bear, which he supposed to be of a large 
size, “ringed” in the vicinity of that place. ‘ 

This man’s real name was Henrick Mattsson. 
He had been in the army, where, to prevent the 
confusion that would naturally arise from few or 
none of the common Mdiers haying surnames, 
fictitious ones are generally given to them — such 
as the names -of animals,' birds, trees, &c.; for this 
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reason, he had been dubbed Elg, or Elk, by which 
appellation he was only known throughout the 
country ; and by such, therefore, I shall hereafter 
designate him. 

He was a peasant, and descended from Finnish 
ancestors, and was possessed of a small and poor 
farm in the vicinity of Brunberg: this he had 
either wholly or in part reclaimed from the forest 
by his individual exertions. 

He was one of twelve children ; nearly the 
whole of whom lived until arrived at man’s 
estate : but he was now left in the wide world 
with only a single brother, all the rest of his fa- 
mily, including his father and mother, being dead. 

This was a sad mortality to take place in one 
family, from natural causes; though such, in many 
instances, was doubtless owing to the want of 
proper medical advice, of which, as I have said, 
there was a sad deficiency in the interior parts of 
the country. 

• He was in the prime of life, not being at this 
time more than about thirty-five years of age : 
though short in person, he was of a stout and 
robust make, and able to undergo great fatigue. 
Though nearly unlearned, he was a most intelli- 
gent man, and possessed of much better informa- 
tion than mariy who mjght be called his betters. 
Among his other capabilities, he was a capital shot 
with his rifle, and an excellent runner upon snow- 
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skates, of which implements I shall presently have 
occasion to speak. 

I enter thus into particulars, as he was my 
constant attendant during the remainder of this 
particular season, as well as on other occasions ; 
and a more faithful and honest creature, which 
his countenance plainly indicated, or a better be- 
haved man, I never met with in my life. 

Elg had been accessary at the death of eighteen 
or twenty bears, many of wJiich he had shot with 
his own gun. He had never been wounded by 
any of those animals, though, in the instance I am 
about to relate, he had incurred some degree of 
danger. 

When he was only tw'elve years of age, and 
when residing with his father at Brunberg, the 
family were one night disturbed by the cattle, 
wdiich were penned immediately near to the 
house ; from the noise these made, it was pretty 
evident that an unwelcome visitor was among 
them. . • 

One of Elg’s brothers, heai'ing this, jumped 
out of bed, when, catching up a gun that hap- 
pened to be loaded, he ran out of doors, un- 
dressed as he was, to see what was the matter. 
The cause was soon explained, for he found the 
uproar to have arisen from the presence of an 
enormous bear, who had just helped himself to a 
goat, with which he was then in the act of mak- 
ing off. The man now fired ; . but^ though the 
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beast was desperately womided in the side, lie was 
still enabled to make ‘good his retreat! 

The next morning, Elg, in company with 
two of his brothers, both of whom were grown- 
up men, and of course many years older than 
himself, went in pursuit of the b^'ar. They bad 
not proceeded more than four or five hundred 
paces into the forest, which immediately skirted 
the few enclosures about the house, when a 
dog they had along . with them challenged to 
the beast in some long grass, at about one hun- 
dred paces distance. The animal was at this 
time lying upon the ground, and they there- 
fore thought he was almost dead. When, how- 
ever, they had approached to within about thirty 
paces of him, he suddenly reared himself up, 
and partly swung himself round ; but whether 
this was done with the intention of attacking 
them, or making his escape, they of course had 
no means of ascertaining. 

• On this, Elg and one of his brothers, the other 
from some cause not having the opportunity, fired, 
when both of their balls, as it afterwards apiiear- 
ed, took effect ; Elg’s in the hind-quarters of the 
animal, where, from its small size, it could have 
done little injury, and his broUier’s in the shoulder ; 
’vhere, coming^ in contact with the bone, it flat- 
tened, and was equally inefficacious. 

On receiving his wounds, the enraged brute 
instantly daghed jj,t the paVty ;*— Elg, in his fright, 
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and the better to save himself, now threw away 
his gun, and ran for it, and- luckily succeeded in 
making his escape. But his brother, that had 
just discharged his piece, was not so fortunate ; 
for, though he sheltered himself behind a tree, the 
ferocious animal quickly caught him in his grasp, 
threw him down, and wounded him severely. 

On witnessing this catastrophe, the brother, 
who had reserved his fire, ran up to within a very 
short distance of the scene of action ; but until 
the dog, by his attacks, had drawn the bear a 
little on one side, he dared not shoot, for fear of 
hitting the wounded man ; when this was the 
case, however, he quickly drove a ball into the 
body of the beast. 

As this, unfortunately, did not take effect in 
any vital part, it only tended to make the animal 
more savage than before ; for now leaving his 
prostrate foe, he dashed at his new assailant; but 
luckily, the latter, owing, either to his superior 
agility, or to the wounded state of the bear, was 
enabled to elude the onset. 

The bear, nevertheless, was not to be thus 
foiled ; for, finding he could not overtake his 
new antagonist, he returned to the wounded 
man, who was by this time -on his legs, and at- 
tempting to get out of the way ; but being un- 
able to accomplish this, owing to his injured 
state, he was again severely lacerated. 

Whilst this tragedy. 'was acting, the brother 
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who had just fired was not idle ; for, reloading 
his rifle as quickly as* he was able, he once more 
ran in upon the bear, and sent another ball into 
his body. This again caused the animal to quit 
his prey, and to make after him a second time ; 
but fortunately this was his last effort ; for, being 
now altogether exhausted with his wounds and 
loss of blood, after proceeding some short dis- 
tance, he sunk to the ground to rise no more. It 
was still necessary, however, to send a ball through 
the heart of the beast, before his miseries were put 
an end to. 

During the whole of this bloody scene, Elg was 
a very near spectator ; for, sheltering himself be- 
hind a tree, at a very inconsiderable distance from 
the place of conflict, he continued shouting with 
all his might, in the hopes of being able to drive 
the bear away from his unfortunate brother. He 
had no other means of rendering him assistance, 
having thrown away his gun, as I have said, at 
die commencement o£ the affair. 

On this occasion, the poor sufferer received 
nineteen wounds in his back and other parts of 
his body. He did not recover from the imme- 
diate effects of these for many weeks, and. indeed 
Elg seemed to think they tended materially to 
shorten his life, as he died & little time afterwards. 

This bear was among the very largest that had 
ever been seen in that part of the country. When 
he was skinqed and dissected, nearly twenty bul* 
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lets, Elg stated, were found in different parts of his 
body, which he had received on former occasions. 

One of these balls, and it was of a rather large 
size, was in the lungs of the animal, where it 
had so embedded itself, that the point by which 
it had entered was no longer perceptible. 

The generality of these balls were, however, 
small, so that, in comparison with so large an ani- 
mal, unless they took effect in some vital part, 
they would probably have little more effect than 
small shot. 

From the number of balls this bear had pre- 
viously received, it might almost be supposed he 
had, on some former occasion, escaped out of a 
shall ; but possibly, from being an old marauder, 
he had, in numberless instances, been shot at by 
the peasantry and others, when, attacking cattle in 
different parts of the country. 

In corroboration of the fact of this bear having 
recovered after being wounded in so many dif- 
ferent places on preceding occasions, I remember 
Jan Finne telling me of a bear that was killed 
at Dynsjo a few years previously, in whose b&dy 
fourteen old balls were found. 

If the bear receives his Wounds in the summer 
time, they are far more likely to prove mortal 
than if it be in the winter season. At the latter 
part of the year, he will often,^ recover after being 
almost made a sieve of : this, no doubt, arises 
from his digestive organs, &c. being at rest, when 
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his blood, in consequence, is in a .less inflam- 
matory state. 

When Elg was only in the fourteenth year of 
his age, he distinguished himself ilf rather a re- 
markable manner. Along with another boy, still 
younger than himself, he was one day tending 
cattle in the summer-time, in the vicinity of 
Brunberg, when a large bear made a dash at the 
herd. This attack, however, from some cause or 
other, proved unsuccessful. 

At this period, Elg was absent ftom the spot ; 
but, on learning from his companion what had 
happened, he lost no time in following in the 
direction the* beast had taken when making his 
retreat. He was accompanied by a dog, a mere 
cur ; but before he had proceeded any considerable 
way, the latter challenged to the bear in a thick 
brake. Elg now shortly descried his shaggy an- 
tagonist in the opposite side of a little ravine, at 
some twenty-five paces distant from where he 
stood : but the attention of the animal was so 
much taken up with the attacks of the dog, that 
he did not seem to notice his approach. 

Elg was armed with a gun, a mere plaything, 
as he described it, of jonly two feet in length, the 
lock of which was so defective, that, when in the 
act of discharging the piece, he was obliged to 
hold the cock back with his hand ; yet, with this, 
he levelled, and fired at the breast of the bear, 
which happefted to be turned towards hitii, and, 
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as luck would have it, to shoot the animal through 
the heart. 

Elg now lost no time in running home, from 
which he was at an inconsiderable distance, to re- 
late his good fortune ; but his story was hardly 
credited, until his father, and others who accom- 
panied him back to the spot, had been eye-wit- 
nesses to the effects of his prowess. This, for a 
mere child, was certainly a gallant action; though 
it w'as the less to be wondered at, as he had been 
bred among people, many of whom had made 
the pursuit of the bear a primary object of their 
lives. 

A third instance, where Elg had been in some 
danger, was the following : — The place where the 
circumstance occurred, he pointed out to me 
during our wanderings together in the forest; 
but this was at an after period of his life, and at 
only five or six years prior to the time of my 
visiting Scandinavia. 

It was in the setting-in of the winter, and 
when the ground was but slightly covered with 
snow, that Elg and another peasant started off in 
company, for a very wild range of country to the 
southward of Brunberg, in the hopes that they 
might fall in with, and ring the track of a bear ; 
this being, as I have said, the most proper season 
for that purpose. 

But their search proved unsuccessful ; and after 
the lapse of four or five days, ‘during which they 
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had either bivouacked on the ground, or quarter- 
ed at Satterwalls, their provision being exhausted, 
they separated for their respective homes. 

In the afternoon of the same dtiy, and when 
Elg was alone, in a very wild part of the country, 
covered with much fallen timber and immense 
fragments of stone, he suddenly came upon the 
track of a bear ; the next minute, and within a 
short distance from where he stood, he discovered, 
in the cleft of a gi’eat mass of rocks, the den of 
the animal. 

As he had no confidence, however, (according 
to his own account,) in the lock of his rifle, he 
did not care fo go immediately up to the den ; he 
therefore mounted a pretty high stone, immedi- 
ately overlooking it, at about fifteen paces distant. 

From this position, he discovered the bear lying- 
fast asleep near to the entrance of the den ; and 
as he got sight of her ear, under which (supposing 
the side of the animal’s head to have been towards 
him, as he imagined was the case,) is one of the 
most fatal places, he lost no time in levelling and 
discharging liis rifle. 

For a moment after he had fired, the bear lay 
still ; and in consequence, Elg almost imagined 
'she (for it was a female) was killed : had he 
thought otherwise, he wduld have had ample time 
to get out of her way ; but presently the beast 
raised herself up, when, fixing, her eyes steadily 
upon him, anti uttering at the same time a terrific 

* H 2 
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growl, she d^ished at him (to use his own expres- 
sion) “ with the rapidity of a bullet out of a gun," 
and was close upon him in almost the twinkling 
of an eye. 

Very fortunately for Elg, the stone on which 
he was standiiig was situated on a declivity, the 
after part of it being some five or six feet from 
the ground : down this, in his hurry to escape, he 
tumbled all but lieadlong ; it was well he did so, 
for the bear, followed by two of her cubs, wdiich 
were more than half as large as herself, almost at 
the same instant made her spring, and passed 
clean and far over him. 

In this situation, Elg lay for a’ short while, 
frightened, as he said, almost out of his senses ; 
when finding all quiet, and supposing, as was the 
case, that the bears, from not seeing him, had 
taken themselves off to another part of the forest, 
he ventured to get up, and to reconnoitre the 
den ; he then discovered, that besides the three 
which had made a leaping-bar of his person, a 
fourth had taken an opposite direction. 

Though all four bears for this time made their 
escape, yet in the course of the eight or ten suc- 
ceeding weeks, Elg, with the assistance of several 
other peasants, managed to kill the whole of 
them. 

On taking the skin from the old bear, which he 
described to have, been of a very large size, he 
found the ball which he had first firetl at her, flat- 
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tened out, and set fast on the back part of lier 
skull. By this, it would appear that he liad mis- 
taken the position in which she was lying, so 
that, instead of aiming at the root of her ear, as 
he imagined was the case, he had fired at. her 
lengthwise. 

Had his ball, however, been of any moderate 
size, this would not have been of much conse- 
quence; for, if his gun was properly loaded, I 
take it that, at so short a distance, her head must 
have been split to piece.s. 

These bears proved a rich prize ; for their skins 
alone, independent of their flesh, produced about 
ten pounds,* which was no inconsiderable sum in 
Sweden. This sum Elg was obliged to share 
equally with his companions ; and, in consequence, 
his individual portion of the spoil amounted to a 
mere trifle — to much less, probably, than the value 
of the labour he had bestowed upon their capture. 
JBut the case would have been otherwise, had his 
ball taken proper erfect in the first instance ; for 
the entrance to the den was so narrow, that had 
he killed the old bear, the cubs could not have 
escaped ; and the whole sum the animals pro- 
duced, would therefore have been his alone. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Salje Bear. 

It was on W ednesday the 2nd of January, as 
I have said, that Elg arrived at Lapp-cottage. 
As he stated that the snow was several inches 
deep in the country about Brunberg, 1 deter- 
mined upon forthwith attacking the bear he had 
ringed near to that place, and of leaving the 
animal at Siilje (in which vicinity there was very 
little snow) alone for the present. Or the even- 
ing of the same day, therefore, after making the 
few needful preparations, we proceeded on ‘*our 
journey in my sledge. 

On reaching Siilje, which lay in our route, we 
sent for the peasants who had the bear ringed 
near to that hamlet. These people were, we now 
found, very anxious to ascertain if the animal was 
still within the circle, as from the quantity of 
rain that had recently fallen, and from the ground 
having for so long a period been- bara of snow, it 
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was not improbable that he might have betaken 
himself to another part of the country. This is 
more particularly likely to happen in wet weather, 
as, if the water penetrates to his den, the bear very 
generally shifts his winter-quarters. 

We pointed out to the peasants ‘the great risk 
that would be run by beating the ring when there 
was so little snow upon the ground ; as, in the 
event of our rousing the bear, and not succeeding 
in killing him, should a fresh fall of snow take 
place immediately afterwards, his tracks might be 
obliterated, and we, in consequence, might lose 
him altogether. 

To this argliment they would not listen, which 
was the less to be wondered at, as they had now 
waited so long for a fall of snow, that their 
patience was quite exhausted. The bear, how- 
ever, was their property, and not mine ; and an 
immediate search of the ring was therefore deter- 
mined upon. But as the weather was very lower- 
ing at this time, whrch indicated that a snow- 
storm was not far distant, they agreed to postpone 
our expedition until after the following day. 

We'passed the night therefore at Salje, though, 
as regarded myself, not very comfortably ; for my 
apartment, which was merely intended for the 
summer, admitted the weather in all directions ; 
and, as I was not very well provided with bed- 
clothes, I suffered not a little from th4 cold. 

On the succeeding morinng, Thursday the 3rd 
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of January, when the thermometer indicated a 
few degrees of frost, Elg" and myself, having 
nothing better to do, struck into the forest with 
our dogs, to the south-east of Siilje, in the hopes 
of getting a bear on foot. 

Our guide on this occasion was Abraham, the 
peasant who accompanied me during one of my 
summer excursions, and was one of those who had 
ringed the bear we were about to attack on the 
following day. But our search proved unsuccess- 
ful, for we were not fortunate enough to meet 
with a bear ; nor did we see any indications that 
led us to suppose any of those animals were lying 
in the vicinity. 

On the following morning, Friday the 4th of 
January, our party mustered at the first break of 
day, and sliortly afterwards we set out for the 
purpose of searching the ring, which was at about 
seven or eight miles to the north-east of SUlje. 
As this, however, was several miles in circumfer- 
ence, and as we could not calculate upon beating 
it in one day, we provided ourselves with an axe 
or two, and a sufficiency of provision for a single 
night’s bivouack in the forest. 

There were six of us * altogether : the four 
peasants who had ringed the bear, all of whom 
were aimed with guns, Elg, and myself. We 
were also accompanied by my dogs, Paijas and 
Hector. 

On reacliing the ring, which 'Was .after a walk 
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of something better than two hours, we formed 
a line as at Ton net, the people being at ten or 
twelve paces from each other. In the centre of 
this, with Elg to my right hand, I stationed 
myself. 

I now caused Paijas to be slipped from his 
couplings, for, being old, he seldom ranged very 
wide ; and he besides rarely gave tongue to any 
other animal than a bear. As we could not de- 
pend so mucli upon Hector, who often kept far 
ahead, and who frequently challenged to hares, 
birds, &;c. we retained him still in a leash. I ne- 
vertheless gave instructions to the peasant who 
had the latter in charge, instantly to loose him in 
the event of a shot being fired. 

As I could fully rely upon Paijas, and as I 
thought it more than probable that lie would be 
the first to come upon the bear, supposing the 
animal to be within the ring, I directed the pea- 
sants to halt in the event of the dogs challenging, 
and to allow Elg and myself to advance alone. 
Our movements would, by this means, be con- 
ducted with less noise, and, in consequence, we 
should have a much better chance of coming 
upon the beast, which the jieasants described to 
be of enormous size, before he had the time or 
inclination to leave his quarters. 

After enjoining the most profound silence, we 
then commenced the search. 

Thus we. proceeded veVy slowly forward for 
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about a couple of hours. All this while we care- 
fully examined the trees, to'see if there were any 
indications by which we might have reason to 
suppose the bear was thereabouts. We also nar- 
rowly reconnoitred roots, fragments of rocks, and 
other suspicious objects that fell in our way. 

At last, we came to a very thick and tangled 
brake, when Elg, who was near to me, observed, 
“ This is a likely place for the fellow to have 
taken up his quarters.” These words were hardly 
out of his mouth, when the gruff challenge of 
Paijas was heard at about a hundred and fifty 
2)aces in advance of us ; and from the deep man- 
ner of his baying, I knew to a certirinty that he 
had found the bear. 

At this time there was the merest sprinkling of 
snow in the trees, or even upon the ground, and 
in consequence my lifle was out of its case, and 
altogether loose in my hand. No other prepara- 
tion, besides divesting myself of my gloves, was 
therefore necessary, when closely followed by Elg,^ 
who was the bearer of my double gun, I pushed 
as quickly forward as the thickness of the cover 
would i>ermit, towards Paijas. * 

But the brake was so close, that it was not un- 
til I was within fourteen or fifteen paces of the 
bear, that I could get even an indistinct view of 
him. He was in an open lair, composed of moss 
(Korg), which was altogether above ground, and 
situated at the foot of a ’large pine. At some ten 
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paces distance from the beast, Paijas stood baying 
most furiously. The dog, however, probably re- 
membered the severe handling he liad received on 
a former occasion, as he did not dare to go very 
near to the animal. 

At this period the bear bad only his head over 
the side of the lair. Though this was partially 
veiled by the intervening trees, it looked as large 
as a bushel-basket. Indeed, from the size and 
formidable appearance of the fellow, both pro- 
bably magnified by my fears, I had no longer any 
reason to wonder that, when the peasant first fell 
in with the animal, he .should have thought it 
prudent to AVfdk off, leather than to make use of 
small shot, w'ith which his gun was at the time 
loaded. 

Though in our progress through the brake, Elg 
and myself had naturally made some little noise, 
the bear did not seem to notice our approach, his 
attention, apparently, being altogether taken up 
with Paijas ; who, no>^ that he saw us advancing, 
bayed ten times more furiously than before. At 
this* time, the beast kept moving his head from 
the one* side to the other of his lair, as if at a loss 
to understand the cause of the uproar. 

Thinking there w^as no neccs.sity to be in any 
very great hurry, I deliberately levelled my rifle 
at the root of his ear, the most vulnerable point 
then exposed to my view but at th*e instant I 
was going ta pull the trigger, he changed the 
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position of his head, and exposed his front towards 
me. I then aimed at his forehead, but the mo- 
ment I was thinking to split his skull open, he all 
of a sudden bolted from his lair, and in almost 
the twinkling of an eye, he was out of my sight. 
In the act of making his spring, and from his 
shaggy jacket, he looked as large as a pony. I 
sent a ball after him ; but, as I thought he was 
making to the left, whereas he went directly from 
me, I am inclined to think I shot wide of him, 
and that he escaped unhurt. 

The quickness and agility with wliich the fellow 
sprang from his lair astonished me. Indeed, I 
can only liken it to the action of thef* wooden frogs, 
that have their tails fastened down with wax, 
with which children are in the habit of amusing 
themselves. 

The peasants who were in the background, on 
hearing the shot, now slipped Hector from* his 
couplings, who, together with Paijas, then went 
off after the bear. Elg and myself also, when I 
had reloaded my rifle, pursued at our very best 
pace. 

At this time it was blowing from the south- 
ward ; and as the beast happened to take in a 
northerly direction, he of course went down the 
wind. This Avas an unfortunate circumstance, as 
it prevented us from hearing the challenges of the 
dogs in the distance, and consequently from mak- 
ing many a short cut; the brute, besides, took 
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through the country, in a direct line,, without 
making a single double. From these causes, we 
were necessitated to follow upon his tracks, which, 
from their being hardly perceptible in places, 
owing to the want of snow, caused our progress 
to be much slower than it otherwise would have 
been. 

We continued the chase, nevertheless, for about 
an hour, wlien the dogs falling to heel, and seeing 
the improbability of coming up with the bear, we 
thought it best to give up all farther pursuit for 
that time, and to endeavour to ring the animal 
afresh. This is not usually a difficult task, as, if 
the bear, after being roused from his den in the 
winter season, be left unmolested, he commonly 
prepares another lair for himself in less than twen- 
ty-four hours afterw'ards. 

We now lighted a fire to guard ourselves against 
getting chilled, for we were much heated with the 
violent exercise we had taken ; and when the pea- 
sants came up, which they did sliortly afterwards, 
w'e were glad to break our fast by feasting on the 
contents of our knapsacks. 

The“ result of this chase more than annoyed me ; 
for, had I fired in my usual quick manner in the 
first instance, it is not improbable I might have 
put an end to the bear. But by attempting to 
place a ball with mathematical precision, I took 
too much time, and the apimal, in Consequence, 
got off unhurt. This w'as not the Avorst part of 
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the business, for, in the event of a snow-storm, 
with whic^l we were every instant threatened 
coming on, there was every probability of the 
tracks of the animal being lost, and that he, in 
consequence, would escape altogether. Had this 
happened, I should have been abused by every 
one for rousing the beast, which, it was supposed, 
was the same that, for several preceding years, had 
committed great ravages between the Klar and 
the Krion, when there was so little snow upon the 
ground. 

It was now about two o’clock in the afternoon, 
when the peasants, seeing the chances were in 
favour of the bear, became anxious to sell me, 
which they had hitherto declined doing, all right 
and title to the animal. But the weather then 
bore too lowering an aspect to allow of my enter- 
ing blindfold into such a .speculation. I never-, 
theless offered them a certain gratuity in the 
event of their again succeeding in ringing the 
beast, to which proposition they gladly acceded. 

Our party now separated ; the four peasants to 
encircle the bear, whilst Elg and myself, as we 
could be of no assistance, together with the dogs, 
faced for Siilje. The peasants divided ; two of 
the number kept over the tracks of the aniptial, 
and the remainder below them, fixing upon a cer- 
tain point to meet at nightfall, which was then 
not very far distant. Thus they were enabled to 
complete a ring in half the usual space of time. 
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At this period we were about nine or ten miles 
distant from Salje ; but though Elg ‘and myself 
pushed on at our best pace, owing to the darkness 
of the night, and the badness of the ground, it 
it was seven o’clock, or four hours after sunset, 
before we reached that place. 

I had intended, as I have said, proceeding forth- 
with to Brunberg, that I might search for the 
bear Elg imagined he had ringed in the vicinity of 
that hamlet; but the ill success we had just met’ 
with put this notion quite out of my head for the 
present ; for, independently of not caring to rouse 
another bear, when there was so little snow upon 
the ground, ib was necessary for us to see after the 
one we had already on foot. 

On the following morning, therefore, I got into 
my sledge, and headed back to Lapp-cottage. 
At this time it was snowing pretty fast, wiiich 
made me rather apprehensive the tracks of the 
bear we had chased during the preceditjg day 
Afould be lost altogether. But before starting, I 
despatched Elg to the northward, that he might 
be in readiness to assist the peasants, should his 
services be required in ringing the beast; or, if 
the men should have iJucceeded in accomplishing 
that desirable object, he might see that the ring 
was* ecure. In, the event of the track being alto- 
gether lost, however, I directed Elg to send an 
express forthwith to me at Lapp-cottage. In 
that case, we^ proposed beating* the whole of the 
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surrounding country, which would have given us 
a chance of retrieving the btute. 

On Sunday, the 6th of January, there were 
fourteen degrees of cold at sunrise, and on the 
afternoon of the same day, two or three inches of 
snow fell. In the evening, Elg and the Salje pea- 
sants arrived at Lapp-cottage, bringing me the 
agreeable intelligence that they had succeeded in 
again ringing the bear : this was at no very consi- 
derable' distance from where we had discontinued 
the pursuit of the animal on the Friday after- 
noon. The people, it appeared, nearly encircled 
him on the evening of that day, when, bivou- 
acking in the forest for the night,' they comple- 
ted the ring at an early hour on the following 
morning.- 

It was very fortunate they succeeded in accom- 
plishing their object thus early, for in the course 
of the same day there fell several inches of srlow, 
and the tracks of the animal became in conse- 
quence altogether obliterated. 

They stated that the new ring was of a large 
size ; it being six or seven miles in circumference. 
But it was necessary to make it of a consider- 
able extent in the first instance, for fear of again 
disturbing the bear : they had intended, however, 
materially to reduce its size, by cutting off angles 
(Klyfvaaf ); but from the snow which fell so im- 
mediately afterwards obliterating his tracks, it be- 
came impossible to accomplish that operation. 
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The peasants liaving performed tlieir part of 
the contract, I paid tliem the stipulated price, 
with which, and probably tliinking they had much 
the best of the bargain, tlie bear being then at 
large in the forest, they returited well pleased to 
their homes. 

Though I had now reason to suppose that the 
beast was safely ringed, I thought it undesirable 
to attack him for some little while ; for there was 
still very little snow in the forest thereabouts, 
and owing to bis having been so recently dis- 
turbed, the chances of our being able to steal upon 
him whilst in his quarters were very slight. In 
the interim, therefore, we thought it best ta pro- 
ceed to Brim berg, to search the ring in the vici- 
nity of that place. - 

As it was necessary, however, that Elg should 
more fully reconnoitre the ring than he had hither- 
to done, and also that he might procure a ])erson 
in whom confidence could be placed, to look after 
it’during our absence,"! directed him to accom- 
pany the peasants back to Siilje, and to meet me, 
after accomplishing the object of his journey, on 
the evening of the following day, at that place. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Journey to Brunberg. — Accident to Sledge. — Woman frozen to 
death. — Shooting Bears from a Gall. — Bear-traps. — Brunberg. 


At daylight on the succeeding morning, Mon- 
day, 7th of January, after directing my landlord 
to convey my sledge and baggage to Salje, I took 
my dogs and a guide along with me, and, striking 
into the forest, I proceeded on foot for the same 
destination. 

I was In hopes I might have fallen in with a 
bear in the vicinity of Gall-sjon, a lake situated 
at some few miles to the ‘N.E. of my quarters ; 
but that good fortune did not attend me, though 
I met with an old lair where one of those animals 
had passed the winter months some few years 
previously. Immediately near to this den lay a 
young pine, thicker than my leg, which the beast 
had cut in two with his fangs. 

At nightfall, and after having beaten a very 
wild range” of forest to the northward of Gall- 
sjdn, we faced for Salje, where .we arrived a little 
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after it was dark. Here Elg also, having ful- 
filled my instructions, shortly afterwards made his 
appearance. 

At daylight on the following morning, Tues- 
day the 8th of January, Ave had twenty-four de- 
grees of cold. At this time, my sledge w'as to the 
door, and we were on the point of starting for 
Brunberg, when the horse, taking alarm at the 
bells attached to the harness, bolted without his 
driver, and went ofi* at full speed. 

This was not a very agreeable occurrence ; but 
the adventure ended much better than I antici- 
pated ; for though, after the lapse of about ten 
minutes, the liorse was brought back again with 
the broken shafts dangling at his heels, the sledge 
itself, together with the baggage, had not, as we 
afterwards ascertained, received the .slighest in- 

j«ry- 

The accident, however, delayed us for a short 
time, and indeed altogether prevented us from 
proceeding in my Fftilandeze sledge, in corise- 
quence of suitable shafts not being procurable at 
the' instant. But this was of the less conse- 
quence, as I had another sledge, which I occasion- 
ally used for the conveyance of baggage, lying at 
Siilje ; and in this we shortly afterwards proceeded 
on our journey. • 

About four miles beyond Siilje wc came to 
Nas, a rather considerable, hamlet sittiated upon 
the Klar. Here we bargained with a peasant to 
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convey us to Brunberg, there being no regular 
post to that place, then at something more than 
fourteen miles distance, for which we agreed to 
give him less than three shillings of our money. 

Our route to Brunberg lay over Moss-sjbn, 
near to which we had recently killed the four 
bears, 'fhe shores of this lake, and the morasses, 
&c. in its vicinity, is a favourite resort for caper- 
cali in the winter, and we had therefore hoped to 
have fallen in with a pack or two of those birds. 
In this, however, avc were disappointed, which was 
probably attributable to the stormy state of the 
weather, as at such times the capcrcali seldom sit 
high u])on the pines, whence they may be seen from 
a distance, but are mostly to be met with on the 
ground, or in the body of the trees, in which situ- 
ation they arc not of course so easily discernible. 

Towards the afternoon, and soon after passing 
Moss-sjdn, Klg and myself left the ])casarit to 
make the best of his way to Brunberg, with the 
sledge and dogs ; whilst, iii the hopes of falling 
in Avith something or other, avc ourselves took a 
cast through the forest, and faced on foot for that 
place. But Avith the exception of a Avounded ca- 
percali, Avliich Klg said had been injured by a 
trap, Ave did not kill a single head of game, of any 
sort or kind. I managed, hoAvcver, to miss a 
black-cock with my rifle. 

On our Avay through the forest, Elg related to 
me an aftecting circumstance. • During the early 
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part of the same winter, a poor woman in the vi- 
cinity of Brunbcrg was missed from* her home. 
On this becoming known, an immediate seareli of 
the adjacent country took place ; but thouglv there 
w'ere a considerable number of persons, and Klg 
among the rest, engaged in the search, it Avas iiot 
until Jifter the lapse of several days that she was 
found. The poor creature, who was lying at the 
foot of a pine, was then a corpse, having perished 
without doubt from the severity of the weather. 

Other instances also came to my knowledge, 
where people, and children in particular, had been 
missed from their homes. When circumstances 
of this kind occurred, and the neighbours were 
unable to find the lost individual, information 
was sent to the Ijiinsman, and, in conseejuenee, a 
large portion of the population of the district was 
at once ordered out to .search the surrounding 
forests. 

A little before we reached llrunberg, Klg 
pointed out to me, between three pines growing 
immediately near to each other, and at some 
twenty-five or thirty feet from the ground, a .small 
stand, or gdlf, as it is termed in Sweden. 'Phis 
he had erected himself, and from hence he had at 
different periods shot three large beat's. 

llis plaii of proceeding, which was common 
throughout the northern forests, was the follow- 
ing. During the winter months, he would depo- 
sit the carcass of a cow or horse immediately near 
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to the gall. When the bear, therefore, left his 
winter-quarters, and when, from the difficulty of 
procuring sustenance, in the early part of the 
summer, he is roaming the forest in every direc- 
tion in search of food, the smell of the carrion not 
urifrequently .tempted him to the spot. 

Elg visited this lure nearly daily ; and when he 
found a bear had been feasting upon it, he lost no 
time in percliing himself up in his gall. As it is 
during the night-time, however, that these animals 
most commonly feed, he seldom got into his stand 
until the shades of evening were setting in. Here, 
unless the bear made his appearance previously, he 
remained in the most profound silence, and with 
all his eyes about him, until the sun was well 
above the horizon on the following morning. 

'Fins silence and watchfulness, indeed, were 
veiy necessary, for Elg described the approach of 
these animals to the carrion to be in general so 
cautious, that the slightest noise would have 
alarmed them. Soon after sunset, and a little 
before sunrise, he stated to be the time at which 
the bear most commonly made his appearance.' 

In one instance, Elg neglected to look after his 
lure for some few days : of this the bears had fully 
benefited, for, on his return, he found they had 
devoured nearly the whole of it. . For that parti- 
cular season, therefore, as no other carrion was 
pnxjurable, his sport was at an end. 

Poor Elg sometimes suffered very much from 
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the severity of the weather, when posted on his 
stand. On one occasion, from waiting Tor fourteen 
or fifteen successive nights, during which, though 
he heard the bear rustling among the bushes in 
the vicinity, he was never fortunate enough to see 
him, he caught so severe a cold upon his lungs, 
that he was confined to his bed for the succeeding 
fortnight or three weeks. From the effect of this 
chill, indeed, he never, according to his own ac- 
count, perfectly recovered. 

One of the three bears that Klg shot from the 
gall of which I am speaking, fell dead at the 
instant he fired ; but the other two ran for some 
little distance before life was extinct. The growl 
that one of the brutes gave on receiving his mor- 
tal wound, he described to be most terrific : to use 
his own expression, it made the forest echo again. 

On one occasion, Elg shot at, and unfortunately 
missed, an old she-bear with two cubs. This was 
from the night being so dark that he was unable 
fo take a proper aim, and in consequence they all 
went off’ unhurt, or only one of them, at least, was 
slightly wounded. 

When a bear has killed a horse, or other large 
animal, (for if it be a sheep, goat, &c. he generally 
devours it at once,) a gall is not unfrequently 
erected near to the spot, for the purpose of de- 
stroying the beast. But in such cases the chances 
of success are very problematical ; for though, if 
the part of ^the forest whfcre the slaughter takes 



120 SHOOTING BEARS FROM A GALL. 

place be kept quiet, the bear will occasionally 
return to devour the remainder of his prey, such 
is not, 1 apprehend, generally the case : this ori- 
ginates probably from his entertaining suspicions 
that all is not right; and, in consequence, he 
exerts, in a greater degree than ordinary, the fine 
senses of hearing and smelling with which Nature 
has endowed him. 

On several different occasions, Elg erected a 
giill under the above circumstances ; but in no 
instance did the bear again return to the carrion. 
He more than once, however, heard those animals 
rustling among the trees in the vieinity ; but 
their fears, probably, got the better of the crav- 
ings of their stomach. 

one insUmcc, Elg watched the carcass of a 
horse that a bear had slaughtered, for a fortnight ; 
and when his patience was exhausted, another 
pejisant took his place in the gall, for the iike 
period of time; but all was unavailing, for the 
beast never again came back to his victim. 

Mr. Falk makes mention of the gall : I shall 
therefore transcribe what he says upon the 
subject. • 

“ It often happens that 'the bear may be shot 
in the following manner. After he has killed an 
animal, a giill is built between two trees, twelve 
feet from the ground, near to the prey, in which 
two or three persons sitting can wait for him 
until he comes to' make his repast, He gene- 
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rally makes his appearance the first or second 
afternoon at sunset, if the cai'cass is allowed to 
remain untouched, and all is silent. In winter, 
also, dead horses may with success be conveyed 
into the forest, and laid, covered with branches, 
in those places were the bears us.ually resort on 
leaving their dens. At this time the branches 
are removed from the carrion, and a giill built, 
which is used as before described. The bear, 
after his long winter lethargy, is very hungry, 
and searches for sustenance wherever it can be 
found ; and therefore, this artifice very often 
succeeds.” 

During the summer before the last, an immense 
bear killed a cow at not very many miles distance 
from Lapp-cottage. On tliis, I erected a giill 
iimnediatcly near to the carcass. It simply con- 
sisted of a few boughs, so interwoven together 
that I could not well tumble out, and was situa- 
ted between two pines, which grew pretty close 
*to each other, at about twenty feet from the 
ground. 

*In this stand I posted myself for five successive 
nights ; but to my mortification, the bear did not 
make his appearance*. It was near midsummer, 
and I did not therefore suffer very much from 
the cold. To. protect myself from that evil, be- 
sides, I always kept my boat-cloak up in the 
gall. My great enemies were the mosquitoes, 
which, ha(J it not been’ for the veil which I 



122 SHOOTING BEAUS FttOM A GALL. 

wore on these occasions, would have been very 
annoying. 

I was always quite alone, and generally armed 
only with one gun ; but I did not, I apprehend, 
incur much risk, as I never heard of a bear 
making an attack upon a man under similar cir- 
cumstances. On the contrary, indeed, the beast 
is always said to run, if he be able, the moment a 
shot be fired from the gall. 

I was in the habit of taking post in my gall, 
which was situated in the wilds of the forest, and 
at a considerable distance from any habitation, as 
the shades of evening were setting in. At that 
time, I used to proceed with all imaginable 
silence and caution towards the carcass, which 
was shrouded in a densely thick brake, in the 
hopes that the bear might be feasting upon his 
victim, and that I might then be enabled to steal 
upon him. Had I come in contact with the fel- 
low at these times, I should have had my own 
battle to fight; I trusted, however, to John Man- 
ton to get me out of the scrape. 

There was something interesting in beifig 
perched up in my giill. The gloomy solitude 
of the forest in the night season — the melancholy 
hootings of the great horned owl, which were to 
be heard every now and then in .the distance — 
the slaughtered cow lying in a small glade before 
me, mangled in a dreadful manner by the fangs 
of the bear ; and lastly, the excitement kept up 
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by momentarily expecting the rugged monster 
himself to make his appearance. 

It is always desirable to erect a gall very high 
up in the pines. In that case, a bear cannot so 
well scent a person when posted in his stand. If 
it be in the height of summer, however, this is 
the less , likely to happen, as the carrion often 
emits so noisome an odour, that the effluvia pro- 
ceeding from a man must be little perceptible. 

I have heard of several ridiculous anecdotes re- 
lating to shooting bears from a giill. In one in- 
stance, two persons were posted in their stiind, 
when, after waiting a while, the bear made his 
appearance : but just as they were in the act of 
firing, the gall suddenly gave way, when, to their 
great discomfiture and consternation, they were 
both precipitated to the ground. 

On another occasion, two men were posted in 
their gall. But when Bruin made his appear- 
ance, his grim looks so completely upset the 
berves of these redoubted heroes, that they dared 
not to fire, and he in consequence went off 
ufihurt. These worthies resided not far from 
Uddeholm. 

I never remember hearing of but one accident 
originating from shooting bears in the manner of 
which I am now speaking, and that was in some 
degree attributable to imprudence and bad ma- 
nagement. I subjoin the particulars; which I ex- 
tracted froin a Swedish Newspaper. 
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“ Nas (in Datecarlia)^ the 31aY May, 

The following dreadful and melancholy occurrence took place 
here lately. A peasant named Esbjor Ersson, in Millenberg, an 
experienced and excellent bear- hunter, lay in wait for a bear 
during the night of the 20th instant, in a gall near some 
carrion, which liad been placed out for the purpose, and to 
which the bear had several times paid visits. 

The expected guest made his appearance about midnight, 
and was saluted with a shot, which apparently had the desired 
effect, for the bear fell, and seemingly lay dead. The peasant, 
who was .provided with two loaded guns, waited a considerable 
time in the giill, with the intention of firing again, on the 
bear’s making the least movement ; but, as no motion or appear- 
ance of life was shown, he returned home, rejoiced at his good 
luck, to procure assistance to carry off the animal. Four men 
were soon procured to assist him ; among these was a soldier, 
who, as a good sportsman, wished to take his gnn with him ; 
but which was overruled by Esbjor Frsson, who assured him 
that the bear was dead, and that the gun would only be a 
hindrance, as the beast was uncommonly large, and (juite heavy 
enough for them to carry home. On their return to the s})ot, 
they found, to their great surprise, that the boar had disappeared ; 
but the soldier’s dog, who had accidentally followed them, 'soon 
discovered him at some distance, and announced his presence 
by loud barking. '•The soldier first approached, but the bea*, 
mad with rage, rushed at him, and he being unarmed, took to 
his heels. The others were empty-handed and without weapons. 
Esbjor lirsson, alone, hud an axe, with which he boldly *ad- 
vanced towards the bear, although warned and entreated by his 
comrades not to expose his life. The bear raised himself upon 
his hind-legs : Esbjor Ersson, with a strong arm, swung round 
his axe and dealt him a powerful blow ; but the shaft broke, and 
the beast instantly closing upon him, brought him to the ground. 
The enraged animal then threw himself upon him, bit him 
horridly, so that his face was dreadfully mangled, his cheek- 
bones being literally pressed together, his skull laid bare, the 
bruins torn out, and, to complete the bloody revenge, his right «■ 
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arm was broken, and the fingers eaten off from the hand. 
Overcome with horror and affright, the men hastened back, and 
alarmed the neighbonring huntsmen, who, advancing to the 
attack, succeeded, after several shots, in despatching the fe- 
rocious beast, and in extricating from his grasp the bloody and 
disfigured corpse; which was conveyed home by a crowd of 
people, who had collected on the occasion. The individual 
who, by his intrepidity, (or, as it may perhaps be termed) rash- 
ness, thus lost his life, has left a widow and three young children 
in extreme poverty.’’ 

Bears are often destroyed iji the Wermeland, 
and adjacent forests, by traps of various ct)nstruc- 
tions, as well as by tlie gsill. 

The traps commonly made use of for the pur- 
pose, are not unlihe those that used to be set (to 
our shame be it S})oken as regards llu' ])reser- 
vation of game,) for our fellow-creatures in Eng- 
land. These traps, however, are never fastened 
to the spot, as, if such be the case, and the bear be 
caitght by the leg, he almost invariably bites, or 
tears, olF the imprisoned limb. The ^^'^crme- 
fanders and l^alecm'lians, and the like is, 1 
believe, the case in other parts of Scandinavia, 
fasten the chain attached to the trap to a small 
log, and as this follows the beast i)i his move- 
ments, he is thus prevented from exerting to the 
utmost the more than Herculean strength with 
which Nature Jias endowed him. It is said that, 
to get rid of this log, the bear resorts to nume- 
rous devices; among others he buric&it, and then, 
by making a sudden aneV desperate plunge, en- 
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deavours to relieve himself from the incumbrance. 
During my stay in Wenmeland, I knew a large 
bear to be killed having only three legs, or rather 
paws, remaining, she having lost the fourth in 
a trap, similar to those of which I am speaking, 
six years previously. This beast was shot in a 
skall, but before she fell, she rather severely 
wounded one of the people. 

When a steel-trap is set for a bear, the lure, or 
carrion, is not, I believe, fastened to it in the usual 
manner, but in such a situation, in the cleft of 
a rock, or attached to a tree, for instance, that the 
beast cannot seize it without passing over that 
destructive engine. These traps are only set in 
such parts of the forest as are little resorted to 
by either man or beast, and of course, due notice 
is given to the population of the surrounding dis- 
trict ; but should any accident happen to either 
the one or the other, the owner is liable, as I have 
said elsewhere, fOr the consequence. 

To proceed with my narrative. — On reaching 
Brunberg, which was situated in the very wilds 
of the forest, I took up my quarters with a rie- 
phew of Elg’s. Here, as I obtained a good "room 
to myself, and had my bedding and other things 
along with me, I was far from being uncomfort- 
ably circumstanced. 

lake most other hamlets, or even single dwell- 
ings, one meets with in the Northern forests. 
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Brunberg was situated on the summit of a hill. 
It consisted of four or five families, all of whom 
were descendants of the Fins who settled in 
Wermeland, as 1 have before remarked, about 
one and a half century ago. 

There was little grain grown in .the few inclo- 
sures in the vicinity of Brunberg; that which 
was produced was principally from Svedje- falls in 
different parts of the surrounding country. The 
inhabitants, however, were possessed of good dairy 
farms, and had an abundance of cattle, sheep, &c. ; 
not only to supply their little wants, but by the 
sale of their surplus produce, such as cheese, but- 
ter, &c. they were enabled to purchase necessaries 
of which they might stand in need. They had 
abundance of that useful and nutritious root the 
potato. 

The people at Brunberg had no Satter walls ; 
indeed, these were unnecessary, as, from the ham- 
let being surrounded by a boundless forest, an 
Sundance of pasturage was to be met with in 
the vicinity of their dwellings. They were en- 
abled also to store up as much hay, &c. on the 
neighbouring morasses, as was required for their 
cattle during the winter months. 

The peasants of this hamlet were the proprietors 
of their little ..farms ; they were therefore sub- 
jected to no other burthens besides such as were 
levied for the good of the State. From being 
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thus enabled to enjoy the fruits of their own in- 
dustry, they were naturally in comfortable cir- 
cumstances. 

Though it may appear singular, it is undoubt- 
edly true, that the farther one proceeds into the 
interior of Scandinavia, where there are few great 
landed proprietors, forges, &c. the greater degree 
of comfort may generally be observed among the 
peasantry. This has been noticed by all travellers 
who hive traversed the more northern of the 
Swedish provinces. Manufactories, of whatever 
nature they be, may certainly tend to enrich indi- 
viduals ; but, to my mind, they add little to the 
happiness of the community at large. In what 
parts of any country in the world .are such scenes 
of vice and squalid misery to be witnessed, as in 
manufacturing districts 

Among other individuals who entertain similar 
opinions to myself regarding the enviable lot of 
the population of the Northern parts of Scandina- 
via, I may name a very highly-talented friend 
of mine, Mr. John Musgrave, son of Sir liichard 
Musgrave, liart. of the county of .Waterfotd. 
This gentleman, who has travelled much iiT Swe- 
den and Norway, and who is probably possessed 
of better statistical and other information respect- 
ing those countries than almost any man either 
within or out of Great Britain, says in a letter to 
me ; “ I saw more real comfort and more a[)pear- 
ance of general abundance among the inhabitants 
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of the shores of the Gulf of Bothnia, than I have 
ever witnessed in any other agricultural country, 
except Flanders, and some few parts of FiUgland. 
Their condition is well expressed by their own 
word, sielf standighet, or independence, without 
which there is no happiness.” 
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THE, BUUNBEKG BEAR. 


CHAPTER X. 

Chasse and death of the Brunberg Bear. 

On the succeeding morning, Wednesday the 
9th of January, Elg and myself started in a sledge, 
at the break of day, to look for his bear : this was 
'ringed on the eastern face of a rather lofty moun- 
tain, four or five miles to the eastward of Brim- 
berg. 

There were two peasants along with Elg when 
he encircled the animal ; both of whom were to 
share equally with himself in the spoil, in the 
event of the beast being doomed to die. But as 
these resided at a considerable distance from Brun- 
berg, Elg bad, on the preceding evening, sent off 
an express to desire them to meet us in the morn- 
ing at a given spot. 

On our reaching the place of rendezvous, how- 
ever, the men had not made their appearance ; and 
as the weather was stormy and* comfortless, and 
some little snow was falling, we lost no time in 
getting up a good fire, by which, in some degree, 
we consoled ourselves for their absence. 
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Here an accident was nearly happening to Pai- 
jas, the only dog we had along with us : he was 
fastened to the back of the sledge that had con- 
veyed us from Bruidjcrg, which was standing im- 
mediately near to us ; when, from some cause or 
other, the horse, wliicli was still attached to the 
veliicle, took fright, and was bolting off at the 
full gallop ; but very fortunately, I w'as at this 
moment in such a situation as to be cnablerl, by 
throwing myself iij)on the animal, to retard his 
■career, and thus prevent miscliicf. Had the horse 
once fairly started, the dog must inevitably have 
either had his neck broken, or have Ix'cn dashed 
to pieces among the trees. 

In less th.an half an hour after we had got up a 
tire, we were joined by tlie peasants. W'c no^v 
despatched our sledge back to Brunberg; and 
when the people had rested themselves for a short 
tinie, we set otF for the ring, w'hich was then im- 
mediately near to us. 

* 'Fhe ring on this occasion was of an unusual 
size — not much less, certainly, than ten miles in 
circumference: it embraced, indeed, almost the 
whole of the eastern face of the mountain ; but 
this, from circurnstajices, w'as unavoidable. 

The fact was, the day on which Elg and his 
companions started the bear, (they being in the 
forest for the express purpose of lot)king for one 
of these animals,) they took this immense circle 
around the beast, as well* for the fear of coming 
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too near upon and disturbing him anew, as that 
it was only in places there was a sufficiency of 
snow to enable them properly to effect their pur- 
pose. They had intended, however, at a subse- 
quent period, materially to have reduced the size 
of the ring ; but on the succeeding day a thaw 
came on, and in a very short time the ground, 
except in patches, was altogether bare of snow. 
In such weather, of course, they dared not to go 
near to that part of the forest ; for, had they then 
started the bear, they would probably have lost 
his tracks, and he in consequence would have 
made his escape. 

Though this ring was so very extensive that it 
would have taken so small a party as ours two or 
three days to have searched it properly, yet, from 
the knowledge the people possessed of the most 
likely brakes, they were of opinion that, if the 
animal was within it, we shoidd presently stic- 
ceed in getting him on foot. In this, as the event 
proved, they were not altdgethcr wide of the 
mai’k. 

When Elg and his companions first started this 
bear, it was out of an almost impenetrable brake, 
in the very thickest part of which he had formed 
a den, by excavating the ground to a very great 
depth. A lair of this kind is called in Sweden 
jord g^raf. Though the animal bad intended this 
as his wdnter-quarters, he had not taken posses- 
sion of it at the time he was disturbed by the 
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people; but he was lying on some few pine 
branches, (gran qwistar,) which he had torn from 
the adjacent trees. 

AVhen the bear thus reposes in tlie immediate 
vicinity of his den, it is called in Sweden lying 
jMriUt, or on the watch. It is asserted by many, 
that the animal always adopts this course before 
he retires to his winter-cpiarters, that he may as- 
certain if the spot be secure and free from moles- 
tation. Possibly, however, it may arise from the 
temperature being mild when he first lies down, 
and that, in consequence, he reejuires less protec- 
tion than at an after period, when the weather 
hecomes more severe. 

At the time Elg and his companions first rous- 
ed this bear, they were not fortunate enough to 
get a view of him ; though they were so near, 
that they distinctly heard the rustling of the 
boughs, as he made his way through the tliicket. 
But as on this occasion their movements were con- 
• ducted witli great silence, and as they had no dog 
along w'ith them, they seemed to he of opinion 
that the bear, from having been little alarmed, 
had not improbably gone back to this den, which 
he had prepared with so much care and labour ; 
and this, in consequence, was the first point for 
us to reconnoitre. 

At the time of our expedition, there was about 
four or five inches of snow upon the ground gene- 
rally ; but in particular parts of the finest, where 
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much that had fallen in the early part of tiie 
winter was still remaining, it was very much 
deeper. I’here was but little in the trees how- 
ever, which was owing to the boisterous state of 
the weather; the wind having either blown it 
down, or prevented it from making a lodgement. 

On this occasion, I carried my double-gun, and 
Mlg my rifle. The better to protect the locks 
of the former, which were on the common prin- 
ciple, from the snow, I had, previously to start- 
ing in the morning, dropped a little melted tal- 
low from a candle, on the junction of the pans 
with the barrels. IJy this mean, (with the assist- 
ance of the piece of loose leather I was in the 
habit of carrying over my locks,) my gun for a 
single discharge was rendered nearly water-j)roof. 
This was a conunon expedient of mine, when I 
had an intention of attacking a bear. At such 
times, indeed, a miss-fire might cost a man his 
life ; and it is therefore always desirable to adopt 
every possible jn-ecaution. 

As I conceived that had not Paijas been loose 
when we recently attacked the bear near to Siiljc, 
we should probably have come in upon the fellow 
before he was well awake, and thus have been 
spared the mortification of seeing him walk off* his 
own master, I determined in this instance the 
dog should not be slipped from the leash until 
we had beaten some of the most likely parts of 
the ring ; and I therefore directed the peasant^ 
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to follow with him, at some distance, upon our 
track. 

Elg and myself, in the most profound silence, 
now faced for the brake, from whence himself and 
his companions had started the bear some weeks 
previously ; but this was so exce-ssively close, that 
we could hardly force our way through it. We 
had not, however, proceeded very far, when Elg 
pointed out to me, at some few paces distance, 
the entrance to the den, which, from being con- 
fined and enveloped with brushwood, was then 
hardly perceptible. To this, as may readily be 
imagined, I was not long in making my ap- 
proaches ; when, stationing myself immediately 
near to its entrance, I stood prepared to give the 
animal a warm reception, in the event of his 
being within the lair, and attempting to make his 
escape. But the beast was not within the den ; 
for benefiting by the hint he had received, he 
had taken himself off to another part of the 
forest. 

The den was excavated on level ground, and 
nearly in a perpendicular direction. It was of an 
extraordinary depth, not less, certainly, than six 
feet. Though its entrance was very narrow and 
confined, the lower part of it, to judge by probing 
it with a long stick, was roomy and capacious. 

The people were now' not a little disconcerted, 
•for they had fully anticipated that the beast 
wpuld have found his way back to this lair. This 
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however not being tlie case, there was nothing 
left for us but to search the other parts of the 
ring, which we therefore set about doing almost 
immediately. 

Some little while afterwards w'e came to another 
thicket, wliicli was so close and tangled, that 
we had no little difficulty in forcing our way 
through it. 

At this time we were in line, and only a few 
[)a<.*es apart from each other, Elg being to my left, 
and one of the peasants to the right of me. Thus 
we slowly proceeded forward, keeping all the 
while the most guarded silence, and (uvrefully ex- 
amining every thing of a suspicious nature that 
fell in our way. 

At last, I came to a small partial opening in 
the brake, when, at about fifteen paces ahead of 
me, though in the thickest of the cover border- 
ing on the glade, a little rising, or hillock,. for 
the moment attracted my attention. At this 
time, I was rather too far removed from Elg 
and as the peasant who ^vas to my right w'as in 
the line for the suspicious object, without fa- 
ther reconnoitering it I wheeled to my left, and 
again entered the thicket from which I had just 
emerged. 

But I had not taken more than a few steps, 
when a low whistle (the preconcerted signal) from 
the peasant to the right of me, announced that he 
had come upon the beas’t; and it instantly flashed 
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across my mind, whicli was the fact, that wdiat I 
had just seen was his den. In some three or four 
seconds, therefore, I had retraced my steps to the 
little opening, when, at about ten or twelve paces 
distant, I saw the fellow as through a veil, — for 
he was deeply shrouded by the. surrounduig 
young pines, as he was rearing himself from his 
lair. The locks of my gun, which was loose in 
my hand, were at this time on the full-cock, and 
not caring to let the animal go off as the one at 
Siilje, I (]uickly took a rather snap-shot, and, as 
luck would have it, placed a ball from one of my 
barrels, at the back of his ear, when he instantly 
sank down to rise no more. As he still, never- 
theless, exhibited some small signs of life, I ran 
close in upon him, when, with my second barrel, 
1 gave him the coup de grace, by splitting his 
skull open with another ball. 

On hearing the shots, the peasant, who was 
leading Paijas at some distance in the rear, slip- 
ped him from his couplings, when he quickly 
came up to the scene of aetion ; but though the 
bekr was quite dead, it was several minutes be- 
fore the dog could muster courage enough, like a 
burnt child who dreads the fire, to lay hold of the 
animal. 

We now dragged the beast from his lair, which 
was situated in an immense ant-hill, (rnyr stack,) 
in which he had buried almost the whole of his 
carcass. Here he had as comfortable a berth as 
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could well be conceived ; and here he might have 
set one hundred degrees of cold at defiance. 

In spite, liowever, of being thus snugly housed, 
and of the very guarded silence and caution with 
which we had proceeded, he had taken the alarm, 
and, as I have just shown, was on the point of 
bolting, when I was lucky enough to shoot him. 

Our prize proved to be a he-bear, though not 
so large a one as I had been led to expect from 
the previous representation of the people. He 
was in very good condition. 

All things considered, this little expedition 
ended rather fortunately ; for, had I been a se- 
cond or two later, the beast would probably have 
been oft* from his lair, in the same manner as the 
one at Salje, and, for the time at least, have 
escaped. Indeed, if Paijas had been at large, he 
would mo.st likely have been in upon the bear 
long before we could have come up ; in which 
case, from the extreme shyness of the animal, it 
is hardly probable we should have got a view of 
him upon that day. 

We now greatly regretted having sent home 
the sledge ; for, had it waited an hour longer, we 
being less than that time in the ring, it might 
have conveyed the bear to ’Brunberg ; we how- 
ever instantly despatched one of the people for 
another of those vehicles. 

As the greater part of the day was then before 
us, and as we thought it possible we might have 
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hit upon the wrong bear, we thought it best to 
make a cast over the ring ; but our search proved 
unsuccessful, and, indeed, we did not fall in with 
a single head of game of any sort or kind. 'Fo- 
wards nightfall, therefore, we faced for Brunberg, 
where, on our arrival, we were glad to find the 
bear had preceded us by several hours. 

In the course of the evening, the animal was 
skinned and cut up. .iVt this operation, nearly 
all the peasants in the vicinity of Brunberg. to- 
gether with several Dalecarlians, who were on 
their way from their native province to Elfvedal, 
were present, and assisted. 

Whilst this was going on, the pot was on the 
fire, and a plentiful repast, composed ])rincipally 
of the blood, liver, heart, &c. of the animal, was 
preparing. When the meal was ready, the assem- 
bled party did ainplc justice to the viands that 
were .set before them, all seeming to think our 
venison was most excellent. 

‘This was the first bear that had been killed in 
the vicinity of Brunberg for several years ; and it 
maj^ therefore be readily su])poscd that not a few 
cups were drained to the bottom, to commemo- 
rate the successful issue of the day’s sport. 

For the reasons I have already given, as I had 
not made any agreement to the contrary, this 
bear belonged to Elg and his companions. That 
being the case, I only took possession of the 
hams; fat, &c. of the animal. 
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CHAPTER XL 


Beating for a Bear. — Capercali and Black-cock shooting in the 
winter season — The Lynx. — The Wild-cat. — The Badger. 
— Snow-storm. — Return to Lapp-cottage. 


As we (lid not feel perfectly satisfied that the 
bear we had killed was the one which liad been 
encircled by Elg and his comrades, we thought it 
best to beat out the remainder of the ring. 

The next morning, therefore, Elg, together with 
another peasant and myself, started at the first 
dawn of day for that purpose. On this occasion 
we took all the dogs with us ; and as they were 
fresh, and the snow not too deep, they hunted 
capitally. Put all our endeavours to find another 
bear were unavailing, and we therefore concluded 
that the beast we had just killed was t\jie only 
one within the ring. 

In the course of the afternoon, we struck over 
the mountain, on whose eastern face the ring was 
situated. The sides of this were deeply covered 
with pine forests ; but near to its summit were 
extensive wastes, with here and there a few strag- 
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gling trees, which were a favourite resort for caper- 
cali during the wdntcr season : we, however, only 
fell in with one or two birds. This we attributed 
to the tempestuous state of the weatlier, it blow- 
ing almost a gale of wind at the time ; indeed, 
the appearance of tlic heavens portended a Jicavy 
snow-storm was not far distant. 

With a good rifle, capcrcali shooting in the 
winter-time is a fine diversion. At that season, as 
I have said, the male birds usually ])ack, and are 
often to be met with in considerable numbers in 
the vicinity of the numerous lakes and morasses 
with which the Scandinavian forests abound. Hut 
the great difficulty is to find them in the first in- 
stance, for one may occasionally wander a day or 
two in the wilds of the forest, without meeting 
with a pack, or even a single bird. If a ))ack be 
once found, how'ever, the sportsman may generally 
manage to follo'w^ it for a whole day, or perhaps 
for a week together. 

The larger the pack the better ; for, in that case, 
the birds are easier to be seen when sitting on the 
pines. It seldom happens, besides, that the whole 
of the birds fly at once ; in which case, a person 
luis usually an opportunity of observing the direc- 
tion which is taken by one or other of them : if, 
on the contrary, the pack be small, the sportsman 
cannot so well discover the birds ip the first in- 
stance ; and, in addition to this, if they all happen 
to take wing at the same time, when he has not 
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his eye upon tliem, he not unfrequently loses 
them altogether. This I have repeatedly known 
to happen. 

One’s s])ort, when stalking, or rather stealing, 
on capercali, mainly depends upon the state of 
tile snow. -If this is loose and soft under foot, 
and there be much of it hanging in the trees, one 
may usually manage to get within good rifle range 
of these birds; but if, on the contrary, there should 
be a crust on the snow, which, after rain or partial 
thaws, followed up by a frost, is always the case, 
and little or no snow in the trees, then it is far 
from an easy matter to approach them. At such 
times, from their view being less obstructed, and 
from iiearing the crackling of the snow caused by 
the step of a person, they are usually exceedingly 
wild, and, in conse<|uence, it is only a bird now 
and then that one can come in u])on. 

Thick and misty Aveather (and if it snows a 
little, it is all the better) is the most favourable 
for this sport, for the capercali then sit on pinbs, 
with their feathers muffled out like so many tur- 
keys; and, even when disturbed, their fliglit is 
usually hut for a short distance. If, on the con- 
trary, the weather should be boisterous, or exces- 
sively cold, the capercali, as I have recently re- 
marked, are frequently on the ground, or so 
shrouded in the body of the trees, that they are 
not readily percept\bl9. If the weather besides be 
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tempestuous, tlie caj^ercali, when they take w'ing, 
often fly for a long continuance. 

When the weather is cold, and the snow loose 
and soft, the capercali not unfrequently buries 
himself, as I have said, beneath its surface during 
the night season. Once in a uliile,* also, I have 
found him in that situation in tlie daytime. 

It requires great management to approach a 
pack of capercali, as, from those birds usually fre- 
quenting the more open parts of the forest, suf- 
ficient cover is not always to be found to enable 
the sportsman to steal iq)on them. It is parti- 
cularly difficult to get Avilhin range of a large 
pack ; as, let a person take what direction he will, 
the eye of one or other of the birds, from their 
being scattered among all the surrounding pines, 
is sure to be upon him. 

In following this s{)ort, a person should be ]>ro- 
vided" Avith a rifle that shoots accurately at some- 
thing better than a hundred paces, for it is rarely 
one can get AA'ithin a ‘shorter distance of these 
birds. If one be at all near to the ca])ercali 
Avheii one fires, and should miss him, he almost 
always "flies ; but if, on the contrary, one is at a 
hundred and fifty or a hundred and eighty paces 
distance from the bird, he will often sit until one 
has emptied a poivder-hom. From having a v(;ry 
bad rifle,* I have more than once fired eight or 

* Made by Collins, in Vigo Lane,-^nd sent to me when abroa(3, 
where 1 bad no opportunity of exchanging it. 
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ten shots in succession at a capercali, without his 
altering liis position in the least. Indeed, the 
birds only took wing at last when iny balls scraped 
a few feathers from their bodies. 

The pursuit of the capercali is a favourite 
amusement of the Northern chasseurs, during the 
winter season. Though their rifles most commonly 
carry a ball no larger than a pea, these men often 
make extraordinary fine shots. 

It is an interesting sight for a bystander to see 
in the distance a capercali brought down : one 
moment that noble bird is seen sitting on the pin- 
nacle of a pine, and in the next, before one liears 
the report of th^ gun, he is tumbling headlong to 
the ground. 

Jan Finne, at an earlier period of his life, was 
in the habit of shooting great numbers of caper- 
cali. He once pursued the same pack for a fort- 
night. This consisted originally of twenty-six 
birds ; but by the expiration of that time only one 
was left alive. Six was tiie greatest number of 
capercali he ever killed in any one day. 

Though I myself never saw more than fourteen 
or fifteen of those birds together during the win- 
ter season, they occasionally congregate in very 
considerable numbers. Indeed, a peasant near to 
Hjerpeliden, a Finnish hamlet • situated on the 
Norwegian frontiers, assured me that, in his 
younger days, he had., once known a pack to con- 
sist of upwards of two hundred. 
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A comrade and himself went often in chase of 
these birds, but though, in tlie course of the win- 
ter, they killed about forty of them, the pack did 
not seem to be materially diminished. IJut this 
was the less to be wondered at, as, from the vast 
tract of country the birds were d^'iven over' in 
that while, their numbers must necessarily have 
been occasionally added to by the junction of 
other small packs, or even straggling birds. 

This man’s father, whose name 1 forget, and who 
died about tw'o years ])rior to the period embraced 
in this narrative at the very advanced age of nine- 
ty-two, was a very celebrated chasseur, lu his 
time he killed, the son assured me, between seven- 
ty and eighty bears. He was never wounded by 
those brutes, though on several occasions he was 
in some jeopardy. In one instance, he fired at an 
old she-bear wdiilst in her den, but having only an 
iin])erfcct view of her, his ball took effect in her 
shoulder instead of her head, the point with which 
Iw) intended it to come in contact. The enraged 
beast in her turn now became the assailant, and 
made a desperate effort to get hold of the man, 
but he being a determined fellow, was nothing 
daunted ; for keeping his ground, he gave her 
such a tremendous blow on the skull with the 
butt-end of his gun, that he brought her to the 
ground. She quickly recovered herself, however, 
and was again coming at him, but a second blow 
with the barrel of his rifle, the stock being shiver- 
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ed to pieces by the first -concussion, fortunately 
finished her business. 

He had once a most capital dog, which lived 
to extreme old age, with whose assistance he killed 
a great number of bears. On a particular occasion 
this faithful follower found and challenged to one 
of these beasts, that had taken up its winter-quar- 
ters in the cleft of a rock, situated in a wild and 
savage part of the forest, wdiich during our wan- 
dering.'! was pointed out to me by the son. As 
the den, however, ran very far ‘ underground, all 
the man’s endeavours to dislodge the beast were 
at that time unavailing, and at nightfall, therefore, 
he wended his way homewards ; but his dog was 
more persevering, for he continued to watch the 
cavern for many hours after the departure of his 
master. This was on the Saturday evening. On 
the Monday the chasseur, together Avith several 
comrades, again repaired to tlie den, which, by the 
challenges of his dog, he found to be still tenant- 
ed by Bruin, Tliey now resorted to a singular 
enough expedient, not unfrecpiently practised 
under the like circumstances in the Northern 
forests. They tied one of their guns to the end 
of a long stick, attaching at the same time a 
string to the trigger, which they introduced into 
the den ; this the bear laid hold of the instant it 
came in contact with his carcass, and drew it, as 
those animals are wont to do any weapon that 
may be opposed to them, towards his breast, the 
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fatal trigger was then pulled, and the leaden mes- 
senger quickly put a period to his existence. 

A rather singular occurrence once happened to 
tlie same chasseur. He had ringed a bear in the 
early part of the winter, but as there was then 
little snow, the animal was allowed to rest un- 
disturbed for a considerable while afterwards. 
VVlien the ground, however, became deeply co- 
vered with snow, he, together with several others, 
started off* for the purpose of attackitjg the beast ; 
but though the 'ring was of small extent, and 
though they had the capital dog of which I have 
just spoken along with them, all their endeavours 
to find him proved unavailing; still they were 
morally certain that Bruin was within the ring. In 
the spring of the year, therefore, when owing to 
partial thaws the snow had wasted considerably, 
and objects, of course, were more readily dis- 
cernible in the forest, they again sallied out on 
their skidor to resume the search. In this in- 
stance fortune favoured them, for they soon suc- 
ceeded in finding and killing the brute. Wbat 
renders this story remarkable is, they discovered 
by their tracks, still visible in the snow, that on 
their first expedition to the ring, they must at 
one period actually have stood over the bear ; and 
what was more^ they had smoked their pipes, as 
w'as evidenced by the ashes they had cast from these 
implements, at the very spot. l'he*snow, how- 
ever, was at that period, owing to a great drift, 

i. 2 
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seven or eight feet in depth ; and tlic greater part 
of it liaving recently fallen, the breath of the bear 
had not at that time formed an aperture through 
it, which was of course the reason why neither 
man nor dog discovered his retreat. This anec- 
dote will tend to show the extreme difficulty of 
getting a bear a-foot in the winter season, when 
the wilderness, both above and below, i^ dcejdy 
smothered with snow. 

During our ramble, we fell in with a few black- 
cock, but these, like tlie capercali, were wild, ow- 
ing to the tem])estuous state of the weather ; and 
it was not easy to a])proach them. 

Considerable ])acks of those birds, composed as 
well of cocks as hens, are often to be seen in the 
Northern forests during the winter-time. They 
were most commonly to be met with near to the 
margins of lakes, rivers, &c. where the birch usual- 
ly grows in abundance ; as it is from the buds of 
that tree that the black-cock derives the principal 
part of his sustenance during that inclcmert 
period of the year. 

Black-cocks are wild, as every one is aw'are, 
when they are packed ; and it is not therefore 
easy to approach them, unless with a rifle : with 
that accom])animent, very good sport may be had 
in the winter season.' 1 have known nine of those 
birds to be thus bagged in a day. 

If the snow be loose and deep, the black-cock, 
like the capercali, often burrows beneath its sur- 
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face. In general, he is entirely hidden from view, 
though sometimes his bill ])rotrudes above the 
snow ; thus he is fully protected from the weather, 
let the temperature be ever so severe. 

In wandering tlirough the forest, I have often 
come upon a pack of black-cock, thus hidden 
beneath the snow. When I have perhaps least 
cxpecte;^ it, one of those birds has suddenly 
emerged from under its covering, and flown iij) 
almost from beneath my foot : this is generally 
the signal for otiicrs of the ])ack to take wing ; 
for, though under tlie surface of the snow, they 
seem still to retain the faculty of hearing. In 
this manner, I have not unfrcipicntly shot black- 
game. From certain indications found in tiieir 
scats, it would seem as if those birds remain in 
the snow for more than a single day. 

I'hoiigh the black-cock is seldom in any degree 
perceptible when thus buried, a j)artial aperture 
at the point where lie commenced excavating 
is to be seen in the .snow. In such cases, it has 
not very unfreiiucntly happened, that on a person 
stiiking the surface of the snow with a stick, in 
the direction he has reason to imagine the bird 
has taken, he has succeeded in killing it. 

Many black-cock are .shot in Sweden during 
the winter season in the following manner : in 
such parts as arc re.sorted to by these birds, an 
artificial black-cock (bulwan), cornpo.scd usually 
of cloth, is affixed to a tree* or fence in some con- 
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spicuous place. In the immediate vicinity of this, 
the sportsman conceals himself in a little hut 
erected for the purpose. One or more persons 
now beat the surrounding country, when the 
birds, being disturbed, not unfrequently make to- 
wards the decoy, and thus of course fall an easy 
sacrifice. 

In thp course of our w'alk we fell in with the 
track of a lynx (Fclis Lynx), which was no un- 
common occurrence in that part of Sweden. 

A difference of opinion exists in Scandinavia 
as to whetlier there is one or more kinds of lynx 
in that peninsula. ,Mr. Nilsson thinks there are 
two varieties, which he designates by the re- 
spective appellations of the Wolf J^ynx (Warg-lo) 
and the Cat J^ynx (Katt-lo). He draws this 
conclusion from the diversity of habits, as well 
as colour, observable in these animals ; but 
he at the same time admits that he has hither- 
to been unable to make sufficient anatomical 
experiments to sjieak very, decidedly upon tlite 
subject. Others again imagine there is only one 
species, and that the difference of size, colour, 
&c. is owing to their respective ages. Botli Mr. 
Falk and Mr. Grieff are of that way of thinking. 
The latter, when speaking of the lynx, says, “ I 
once fell in with two of the young of those ani- 
mals, when they Avere only a few days old, Avhich 
I kept in a wooden cage. One of them grew 
large, and got a hdndsdme white and black spot- 
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ted skin ; but the other, notwithstanding it had 
the same feeding, was less, and the skin was red- 
dish. I have always believed there was only one 
sort of lynx, and this fact has confirmed me still 
more in that opinion. Although there is only 
one kind of wolf with us, they are still very dif- 
ferent in colour during the winter season. It is 
the same with the lynx.” 

As considerable doubts exist as to there being 
two kinds of lynx in Scandinavia, it is useless 
speaking more at large of the sup))oscd varieties. 
1 shall content myself, therefore, with a very ge- 
neral description of that animal, whose leading 
characteristics, whether constituting one or more 
s))ccies, arc at all events the same. 

lie incasiires about four feet from the nose to 
the insertion of his tail ;* the latter is eight or 
nine inches long. In outward a))pearance he is 
not very dissimilar to the cat, excepting tliat he is 
much larger, has longer legs, and a shorter tail. 

is diflicult to describe his colour, as it varies 
much according to his age, as well as to the sea- 
son. In summer, reddish-brown predominates ; 
in winter his fur is of a grayisli cast, llis skin 
is marked with dark spots, but in some these arc 

* Captain Brooke speaks of havinf^ seen skins of the lynx, 
in either Norway or La[jland, five feet in length, exclusive 
of the tail; but the length of the skin, as 1 have said when 
speaking of the bear, is no criterion of the size of the animal, 
it often being elongated by the peasants in a most preposterous 
manner. 
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liardly perceptible : they are more prominent in 
the male than in the female. His ears are point- 
ed, erect, and about three inches in length, and 
the ends of them are tufted with long black hair, 
by which tliesc animals arc peculiarly distinguish- 
ed.' His legs and feet are very thick and strong ; 
his eyes, wliich arc yellow, 4ire proverbially pier- 
cing ; in the dark tlicy shine like balls of fire. 
He is said to be very long-lived. His skin is 
valuable. In Sweden it is worth near a pound 
sterling. 

The lynx is to be found in some abundance 
in all the more deeply-wooded districts of Scandi- 
navia. They are usually to be met with singly, 
or at most in i)airs ; unless it be perhaps that the 
mother is followed by her cubs. They generally 
confine themselves to the wildest recesses of the 
forest, and arc rarely to be seen in the vicinity of 
inhabited ])laccs. 

The y)eriod of gestation with the lynx is from 
eight to nine weeks ; the female brings forth t^w) 
or three young about the beginning of May ; this 
is either in the cavity of a rock, or in other shel- 
tered situations. It is said the mother gives her 
whelps living animals, the better to initiate them 
in the art of killing their victims. 

The lynx is a most destructive beast. He kills 
the young of elk, deer, rein-deer, roebuck, hares, 
&cc . ; and also the capercali, black-cock, and other 
birds common to ‘the Northern forests. He de- 
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stroys, likewise, the smaller domestic animals, 
such as sheep, goats, calves, &c. When he gets 
among a flock of sheep or goats, it is said, that if 
he be unmolested, he slaughters the whole of 
them. He has been known to attack and kill 
even a horse. The lynx, it is asserted, never 
touches carrion, or putrid flesh. 

A full-grown lynx is about as large as a wolf. 
He is little dangerous to the human race. I 
never heard of his attacking a jjcrson, nnlcss mo- 
lested in the first instance. If he be wounded, 
however, he will sometimes turn upon his anta- 
gonist ; indeed, more than one instance has come 
to my knowledge, that, when thus eireuinstanced, 
he has severely lacerated his assailant. 

It is not difficult to kill the lynx with the as- 
sistance of a good dog ; for, if closely pursued, the 
animal usually takes refuge in a tree, which he 
ascends with the agility of a cat. In that situa- 
tion, it is of course easy for the sportsman to de- 
s4roy him. If the dogs take the lynx by surprise, 
and he is unable to shelter himself either in 
a tree, or in the cleft of a rock, it is said he 
throws himself on to his back, and, with his claws 
and teeth, defends himself desperately against his 
foes. 

The chmse of the lynx is attended with little or 
no danger. From the Northern forests producing 
larger and better game, I hardly ever, thought it 
worth iny while to pursue'thosc animals. I have 
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known people, however, who have devoted a 
good deal of time to the purpose, whose labours 
have been rewarded with proportionate success. 
A man that I met with in Norrland told me he 
usually killed six or eight lynxes in the course of 
the winter, and that, during one particular sea- 
son, he destroyed no less than thirteen of these 
animals. 

llesidcs the lynx, I believe, there is no other 
animal of the feline race, of the large kind at 
least, to be found in Scandinavia. Wild cats, 
which are common to most countries in Europe, 
are not to be met with, Mr. Nilsson says, in that 
j)art of the world. It is true that, once now and 
then, one finds a cat at large in the forest ; but 
these, 1 have reason to think, have escaped at 
some former period from the habitations of men. 
Mr. Greiif relates the following rather singular 
story regarding the healing powers of a cat: — 
“ In general, sportsmen entertain a dislike to 
cats, because they destroy .much game; but ck*- 
cnmstances likewise occur, which remind mortals 
that every thing is good which God has created. 
For example : it happened that a young sports- 
man of fifteen years old, whom I still know very 
well, had got a dreadful pair! in his left knee, and, 
by a contraction of the sinews, was forced to use 
crutches; and the doctors had given their sen- 
tence that . this would be his fate through life. 
Some one had heard the officers who were in the 
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Pomeranian war of 1757, relate, that soldiers who 
from fatigue had got pains in the sincAvs, had 
used dog and calf-skins just taken off and AA^arm, 
Avhich had given them case ; an idea Avas there- 
fore started, tliat the cat, Avhich is of a still Avarmer 
nature, Avould be more serviceable, especiiilly 'if' 
the whole cat Avas used. The doctors’ hard sen- 
tence, and the intolerable pain, determined him 
to make e\’ery possible attempt to obtain a cure 
or alleviation. The patient therefore removed 
out into a tent, had a cat’s head cut off, rip])ed 
oy)en the body, and, Avith intestines and all, laid it 
round his knee, and fastened it Avith several hand- 
kerchiefs. A\'lK'n it had remained for tAventy- 
four hours, the knee got more supple ; the next 
day, the leg coidd be stretched out altogether, 
and .a hole broke out of itself, in the dreadful 
SAvelling, from Avliich much matter Avas discliarg- 
ed. ,Thc third day the cat Avas removed. 'I'lie 
patient dressed himself, and Avent, Avithout stick 
or*crutch, up to his jwrents and some strangers, 
who Avith joy beheld the miracle. All the pores 
on •which the cat lay appeared to have opened, 
and the cat had nearly putrefied, so that others 
could with difficulty approach the tent. 'I'he 
cure was effected in 1772. The old patient is 
still alive, and has, at seventy years of age, and 
after terrible fatigues, both as a soldier and a 
sportsman, never had the smallest pain in that 
knee.” 
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To proceed. — On tlie succeeding morning, Fri- 
day, 11th of January, Elg and myself were off, 
long before daylight, in a sledge, for the residence 
of a peasant, situated in the wilds of the forest, at 
jibout seven miles to the eastward of Brunberg. 
We took this journey, in consequence of the man 
having asserted that he had seen such marks in 
the forest, during the preceding autumn, as ren- 
dered it very probable that a bear might be lying- 
in the vicinity. 

But on reaching the peasant’s dwelling, we 
found that the indications he spoke of were still 
at some five or six miles’ distance, and to the 
eastward of a noble lake called the Qvin. where, 
after taking some refreshment, wc forthwith pro- 
ceeded. 

We had not the most agreeable time of it for 
it was blowing a very hard gale of wind, and the 
snow was falling thickly the whole of the, day. 
This, nevcrthele.ss, would have been a trifling- 
evil, had we had a bear on .foot, or had there born 
even a probability of our rousing one of those 
animals ; but wben we came to the spot of which 
the man had spoken, we found that the. marks 
which he had seen, instead of being made by a 
bear, were mth-ely those of ‘a badger. These ani- 
mals, which are too well known in England to 
need a description, are pretty numerous in the 
middle and southern parts of Scandinavia. Mr. 
Nilsson asserts, tlrough in ojjposition to the opi- 



THK HADOEU. 


157 


nion generally entertained by naturalists, that 
they are carnivorous, as well as granivorous ; that 
they feed alike on roots, berries, and other vege- 
table matter, as on flesh. Mr. Greiff’, on the con- 
trary, believes the badger is not carnivorous, and 
he alleges as a reason, that within the multitude 
of their dens which he has seen, he had never met 
with a vestige of any animal substance. He 
thinks, therefore, tliat the I’rofessor has formed an 
erroi\eous opinion on the subject, “ in consecpience 
of deserted badger’s dens having subsequently 
been taken ])ossession of by foxes, or tvVe versa, 
in which case the bones of liares, and feathers of 
birds liave naturally been found.” 

The female is said to carry her young ten or 
twelve Aveeks, and to bring forth from three to 
five, in February or March. These are at first 
blind. If taken young, the badger may be 
tamed. They are said to keep a house free of 
rats, but when thus domesticated, tliey are re- 
ported occasionally to xeizc on poidtry, and even 
on small pigs. 

Fiikc tlie bear, the badger treads on the whole 
heel wjiilst walking, which brings his stomach 
very near to the ground. 

The badger does not leaAe his den, in which 
there are usually several apartments, after the end 
of November ; and here, embedded in largo <[uan- 
tities of moss, &c. which he has collected for the 
purpose, he passes the winter months in a state 
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of constant repose. In all this while he does not 
take the least nourishment. When he first lies 
down, however, he is in a state of great obesity, 
wisely ordered by Nature, to enable him to sup- 
port his long abstinence. It is said, in Scandi- 
navia, that the badger, like the bear, derives nou- 
rishment by extracting the fat externally from 
his own body. But this of course must be 
fabulous. 

“ The badger hunt,” Mr. Greiff remarks, “ is 
not the pleasantest amusement. A sportsman 
who has good dogs ought, by all means, to pre- 
vent them from coming into contact with those 
animals, and accpiiring the habit of fighting with 
them ; for, besides the dogs gf'tting injured by 
bites, they get entangled in the clefts of the rocks, 
and are lost. A dog that is quick enough to 
avoid the very sharp teeth of the badger, can, by 
his constant barking, constrain him to shift his 
quarters, and by this means afford the sportsman 
an opportunity of a shot at him. It likewise nray 
hap])en that, with a hook, you can draw him out 
of his hole. Several large dogs, when they meet 
a badger out in the fields, can with difficulty kill 
him ; for he is so soft and fat, that their teeth do 
not go through his blubber : his cutting bite be- 
sides frightens the dogs. The common method 
of catching him is to watch for him in the sum- 
mer evenings, after sunset, when he sometimes 
may be found aWay from his hole, in meadows 
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or corn-fields, and also in gardens, and then knock 
him on the head with a bludgeon. 

“ His fat is incomparable for rubbing into lea- 
ther ; it is also good in lamps. Its flesh is very 
eatable, when parboiled in hay -seed water, or still 
better in salt-water, and afterwards roasted and 
left to cool, and used for luncheon ; it has then 
been looked upon by judges as a real delicacy ; 
but it must be the flesh of young badgers.” Mr. 
Greiff is not far from the mark in pronouncing 
the flesh of tlic badger to be very eatable. I re- 
member partaking of the ham of one of those 
animals in the wilds of Ireland, which I thought 
excellent. 

“ The skin,” that author goes on to say, “ is 
used for gun-cases, game-hags, and to cover 
trunks ; and the best shaving-brushes arc made 
from its hair. In the common gin.s, or snares, 
the badger .seldom permits himself to he taken ; 
but when there is only one entrance, or exit, to 
his den, he is then easily caught by a sort of trap 
which is used for rats, it being well understood 
that it is large enough to hold him.* The trap 
is made with four deals : at the farthest end, or 
that which is turned outwards, is an iron grate to 
give daylight ; at the other end, which is placed 
quite close into^the entrance of the cleft or den, 
a wooden door is affixed, which, when the badger 
has entered, falls, and thus encloses •him. The 

** A truism that is little likely to be called in (question. 
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trap must be surrounded with stone or bricks, to 
prevent its being moved, or to allow the badger 
making his escape. 

Tliougb we have derived many of our customs 
from our Scandinavian progenitors, it is to be 
hoped the very barbarous one of badger-baiting 
was not among the number; at least I have no 
idea that it is adopted in that peninsula at the 
presc'ut day. 

Tbougli we had been thus disappointed in the 
object of our journey, we, notwithstanding, con- 
tinued to boat the surrounding forest in the 
liopc of finding a bear; but, though we recon- 
noitred more than one den, where those animals 
bad in olden times ])assed the winter, our search 
jiroved unsuccessful. From the extreme scarcity 
of bears, indeed, in the Scandinavian forests, un- 
less they be previously ringed, it is a matter of no 
ordinary didiculty to get those beasts on foot. 

At nightfall we returned to our sledge ; when, 
after taking some refreshment, we set off, during a 
very heavy storm, from llrunberg ; but we had an 
uncomfortable ride of it, for the snow was driving 
in our faces all the way. The storm continued 
with unabated violence during the whole of the 
niglvt. 

As we could not obtain intelligence of other 
bears in this part of the country, or succeed in 
getting one of tlio.se animals on foot ourselves, W'o 
thought we might as well face homewards, and 
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see after the beast which had escaped us some 
days before, near to Siilje. 

Oil tlie followino' morning, therefore, Saturday 
the 12t\\ of January, vve bade adieu to Brunberg, 
and directed our course to the southward ; but it 
was not ])ossible to make very ra]>id progress, as 
the track was now entirely blocked up with the 
snow which liad fallen during the prei'eding 
night. 

This being the case, 1 directed tlie driver to 
make the best of his way with the sledge* to 
Moss-sjdn, when Elg and myself, taking tlie dogs 
along with us, struck into the forest, in hojies of 
finding a bear. As usual, however, our search 
])roved unsuccessful ; and, indeed, with tlie cx- 
ception of a single capercali, we did not see an- 
other head of game. 

At nightfall Ave again fell in with our peasant, 
when we jogged on together to Tdnnet ; liere we 
took some refreshinent, and tlien set ofi'l'or laijip- 
ebttage; but owing to the badness of the track, 
and the darkness of the night, which obligi'd us 
to proceed witli great caution along the river, to- 
gethei with delays in ]>rocuring horses, we did 
not get home until betAveen one and two o’clock 
on the folloAving morning. 


VOL. II. 


M 



16a 


JOUUNKY TO NAS. 


CHAPTER XII. 


Journey to Niis. — Englisli Do^s ’iicapable of withstaiuliiio- the 
rigours of a Northern Winlcr. — Deatli of the Siilje Bear; 
finding a. enh in her vvoinl). — Dog fondling with Cubs. — 
Manner of rearing young Ihvars ; their playfulness. 

On tlio followinu; inomiiig, we had sixteen de- 
grees of eedd at sunrise, and twenty-five in the 
evening. 

On the succeeding day, Monday the 14tli of 
January, I t<)ok h'Jg and the dogs along with me, 
and drove in my sledge some sixteen or eighteen 
miles to the eastward, to search for a hear, of 
which we had received such intelligence as led lis 
to imagine we might not impi’ohably meet with 
the animal ; .but our little ex])edition proved un- 
successful ; for, though we fell in with the spot 
where one of those beasts had passed a previous 
winter, we Avere not fortunate enough to find 
him. 

The weather had uoav become rather severe; 
for, when we started at six o'clock in the morn- 
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ing, there were thirty degrees of eold ; and on onr 
return, at eight in the evening, the f|uieksilver 
was six degrees below zero. 

On the afternoon of the following day, Klgand 
myself set out in my sledge for Nils, for the pur- 
pose of seeing after the bear that -had so unfor- 
tunately esca})ed us ten days before, near to Siilje. 
The former hamlet was situated at about ten 
miles to the northward of I ia])])-cottage, and was 
the nearest habitable point to n here tlu' beast Avas 
then siijjposed to be encircled. 

The track was now in fair order; and as we had 
a good horse, we soon reached our destination. 
Here I was fortunate enough toiuecl with a snug 
and clean room ; and as I had some of my own 
bedding; along with me. I found myself V('ry 
comfortable. 

The evening was inelement. On exposing a 
thermometer to the open air. the <)uicksi!ver fell 
to eighteen degrees below zero. 

*'rhc peasant who had seen after the bear we 
were .about to attack during our absence at IJrun- 
ber'g resided at Xiis. W'e were glad to learn from 
him that, in that while, he had gone round the 
rijig almost daily, and that he had every rc-ason to 
believe the animal was still safe Avithin it. MIg 
and myself, hoAvever, entertained some doubts 
Avhether the beast had ever been really encircled, 
as, from the siioav which fell so immediately after 
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we had roused him, it was not improbable that 
his tracks might have been obliterated, and that, 
in consequence, he had gone off unperceived. 

At two liours before sunrise on the succeeding 
morning, AVednesday the l6th of January, Elg 
and myself, together with the ])easant of whom 1 
have just spoken, were off on foot for the ring, 
which was at about six miles to the N. K. of 
Niis. Ihit before starting we said notlnng regard- 
ing our intention, other than that we were going 
to see that the ring was secure ; for, in the event 
of a second failure, we did not wish again to be 
laughed at. 

At this time, the (juicksilver was twenty-five 
degrees below zero; but though 1 was only habit- 
ed in my usual clothes, Avith the exception of an 
additional waistcoat, from walking pretty fast, 1 
experienced little inconvenience. From not suf- 
ficiently covering my cars, however, I got one of 
them slightly frostbitten. 

I’aijas was the only dog we had along with us 
on this occasion, but he suffered sadly from the 
cold. J'his was ])arlly owing to his hair having 
beeome thin and ragged, in consequence of his 
advanced age: none of the native dogs, indeed, 
even if in their full vigour, are altogether proof 
against the Aveather, if it be unusually severe, 
'riieir feet seem to be the most affected ; for I 
have many times seen them hold up their legs 
from the snoAA% and cry out most pitiably. This 
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being the ease with animals whom Nature lias 
provided with extremely warm jackets, it may he 
imagined how little able some of our thin -coated 
Knglish dogs would he to face the rigc>urs of a 
Northern winter. 

I saw this exemplified in two instances. One 
was an English blood-hound, which Mr. Otway 
Cave, the Member for Leicester, was so kind as 
to present to me; the other was a hull-dog that 
I ])rocnred from home', lloth of these dogs 
woidd, doubtless, have answc'red my purpose ex- 
ceedingiy well ; hut they could not exist in the 
forest if the cpiicksilver happened to lx* a few 
degrees below zero. On one occasion, indcc'd, the 
hull-dog became so henumhed Avith the cold, that 
his limbs ahsolutely stifl’ened ; when, to save his 
life, 1 was obliged to cause one of my jieople, 
after putting him into a hag, to carry him a 
distance of .some ten milc.s, to a habitable part of 
the country. 

As it was not full daylight when we reached 
the vicinity of the ring, we halted, and got u]) 
a good fire. This the poor dog seemed most 
thoroughly to enjoy ; to ourselves, likewise, it 
was far from uncomfortable. Here we took some 
refreshment, which we needed, as \vv had break- 
fasted very slenderly ])rior to leaving Nils. 

This was a little before sunrise, at tvliich period 
the cold is generally the most intense. Happen- 
ing to have a thermometer along tvith me, an ac- 
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companiment I was seldom without in the forest, 
I fastened it to a tree, when tlie quicksilver pre- 
sently fell to twenty-eight degrees below zero, or 
sixty degrees beneath the point of congelation. 

[I’liougli I liad several tlierinpineters, and though 
I used to pay some attention .to the state of the 
weatlier, particularly in the winter-time, I was 
incapable, from circumstances, of keeping such 
accurate accounts as to be able to give any thing 
like the mean temperature of that part of Scandi- 
navia. 'riiis 1 regret, as the information might 
have been interesting to many. 

After toasting ourselves for upwards of half an 
hour before our watch-fire, by which time the sun 
had risen in alt his mujesty, we again set forward 
on tlie work of death. At this season of the 
year, howt'ver, that glorious luminary emitted 
little warmth, ('ven in the middle of the day ; 
indeed, I once remember exposing my therrno- 
meler on the northern side of a hill, at twelve 
o’clock at noon, the sun shining bright at the 
time, Avhc'n the (piicksilver fell twelve degrees 
below zero. 

Tlu' ring, as 1 have .said, was about six miles 
in circumference ; Init as, from previous inquiries, 
we had a pretty good knowledge of the most 
likely thickets, we of cour.se determined on beat- 
ing the.se first and foremost. 

In this instance, I had my double gun, and Elg 
carried my rifle; but I gave him strict injunction. 
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on tliis as on similar occasions, never to fire unless 
an accident happened to myself. There were now 
some few inches of snow upon the ground ; hut 
as it was loose, walking was quite easy. The 
trees were loaded witli snow; and it may there- 
fore well he believed. I ditl not neglect the lea- 
ther, &c. which I was in the habit of carrying for 
the better proti'ction of my locks. 

1 now directed Klg to keep at si.K or eight ])aces 
t<j the left of me ; and our peasant, wiio was 
only armed with an a.\i‘, to lead I’aijas at about 
one Imtulrod paces in our rear. Ihit I ordered 
him to slip the dog from liis cou))rmgs, the in- 
stant he slionld liear a sliot, or a whistle, the pre- 
concerted signal. 'I'liis was a necessary ])recau- 
tion, as, in the event of our rousing the bear, and 
his attacking us, I’aijas, by diverting his attention, 
would !ia\e been of inestimable value. 

'I'liese preliminarii-s being arranged, we ad- 
vanced into the ring, and, the utmost silence 
a*nd caution, jjroeeeded to thread the most tangled 
brakes that were to be found within it. We had 
far from an agreeable time of it; for, indejuai- 
dejitly of the snow that was coming down upon 
us from the trees, at almost every ste|) avc took, 
in large musses, we felt the cold to siane extent, 
now that we were necessarily ]>roceeding at a 
snail’s pace. 

For upwards of two hours, our search proved 
unsuccessful. iVt last, however, in a very close 
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thicket, and when stooping down and peering 
under the surrounding trees, (for, when erect, 
my view was very circumscribed,) my eye caught 
a suspicious-looking object at some paces in ad- 
vance of me. This I presently made out to be 
the bear, coiled up like a dog^ who was lying in 
his korg, or lair, at the foot of a large pine, and 
apparently fast asleep. I now hardly lost a se- 
cond in divesting myself of my gloves ; when, 
running close alongside of the beast, I shot him 
through the head : his death, indeed, was so in- 
stantaneous, that he never moved in the slight- 
est degree from the position in which he was ])re- 
viously lying. 

Elg, who was within a few ])aces of me when I 
first discovered the bear, but who, from the thick- 
ness of the cover, had neither seen the animal nor 
noticed my movement.s, on hearing the shot, quick- 
ly came up. Paijas also, whom the peasant' had 
now loosed from his leash, made his appearance 
at the scene of action, where, for a while, he 
made the forest ring again with his savage yells ; 
but fortunately, I stood in no need of assistance. 

This system of stealing in upon and attacking 
bears at close quarters, though perhaps not com- 
monly adopted in Scandinavia, I hold to be the 
fhost fatal method of destroying those animals ; if 
practicable, indeed, I invariably adopted it. At 
long range,' it is true,. a man may hit a bear in 
some part or other of his body ; but if the muz- 
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zle^f liis gun be placed immediately near to the 
beast, be ought not to fail (which I have done, 
by the by,) of putting his ball in the right place. 

Numbers, on these occasions, if the parties can 
be fully depended upon — for otherwise the mat- 
ter is worse — may, certainly be some security, as 
far as one’s personal safety is concerned ; but then, 
again, there is usually more noise and eonfusion, 
and, consequently, much less cliancc of being able 
to approach near to the bear. 

The danger, however, of thus singly coming so 
immediately in contact with these ferocious brutes 
is, it must be admitted, considerable ; for, when 
smothered Avith snow both above and below, as is 
generally the case in the winter-time, a miss-fire, 
which is likely enough to happen, or an ill- direct- 
ed shot, may cost a man a dreadful mauling, or 
perhaps his life. To tell the truth, indeed, I never 
went on these expeditions without experiencing 
something of what the lawyers cull “bodily fear.” 
']*lns perhaps was little to be wondered at, as, 
according to Mr. Falk, few people’s nerves are 
altogether steady on similar occasions. 

We now discovered that it was a she-bcar 
that we had slaughtered ; and that along with 
her, in her den, were three cubs, which had ajipa- 
rently been just. ushered into the world. Thouglf 
the mother was an immense brute, these were 
little, if any thing, larger than puppies of the 
like age. Instead, therefore, of one bear, which 



170 IlKTUllN TO NAS. 

had escaped from near to Siilje, and, as we ^Jien 
thought, altogether, we now bagged four of these 
animals. 

As I was anxious, if possible, to rear the cubs, 
I wrapped them up in tiie warmest manner I was 
able, and then despatched our peasant with them 
to Siilje ; I ordered him, at the same time, to pro- 
cure a horse and sledge at that place, that we 
might convey the old bear fi'om the forest. 

During his absence, Elg and myself, rather 
than^remain idle, beat several of tlie surrounding 
brakes, in the liopes of finding another bear ; but 
our ^xertions to effect that object ])roved altoge- 
ther unsuccessful. 

About two o’clock in the afternoon, therefore, 
being desirous to get the cubs to Taij)})-cottage as 
soon as ])ossible, 1 left Elg to wait for the pea- 
sant, whom we almost momentarily ex])ected with 
a sledge, and made tlie best of my way through 
the forest to Nils. 

On my arrival at this hamlet, I found the ])eb- 
])le not a little gratified at the successful termina- 
tion of our expedition. 'I'liis might well be the 
case, as the bear we had fortunately sucteeded 
in killing was, as 1 have said, supposed to have 
committed many ravages in that part of the 
country. 

After taking some refreshment, and packing 
the cubs in the warmest possible manner in my 
sledge, I got into that vehicle, and made the best 
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of my way to Lapp-cottage ; where I arrived at 
about eight o’clock in the evening, and where 
Elg also made his appearance with the old bear, 
three or four hours aftcrw'ards. 

Some seven or eight days prior to the period 
of which I speak, iny Lapland dog. Brunette, 
had whelps ; wlien, not being desirous of rearing 
them, I caused the whole litter to be destroyed as 
soon as they were horn : this might seem cruel ; 
but by taking necessary precautions, the mother 
was as well as ever again in the course of a 
few days. At this time, therefore, her milk had 
gone up, and her teats, in consequence, were alto- 
gether dry. 

On tlie arrivjil of the young bears, however, and 
on hearing their cric.s, Brunette thought that they 
were her own whelps, and came fondling and 
licking them in the most allectionate manner. I 
would now have given almost any thing had the 
poor creature not been deprived of her milk, as I 
am nearly certain .shC would have suckled *the 
cubs ; hut as this was not the case, and as there 
^vas nothing better to be done, 1 caused a warm 
bed to* be made up, and put the cubs along with 
her. Here .she lay and nestled with them for 
many days. 

During this 'period, we fed the young bears 
with a little milk, which we introduced into their 
mouths either with a tea-spoon, or the assistance 
of the fingers. At one time, I thought they 
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would have lived ; but at length they all gradual- 
ly pined away, and died. One of them survived 
for the space of sixteen days. Had Brunette 
had her milk at this time, unless there might be 
something in the nature of it detrimetdal to the 
constitution of the cubs, I have not the least doubt 
but she would have reared the whole of them. 

'Fhough 1 unfortunately lost these young bears, 
I succeeded, as 1 have said, in rearing two others 
at aji after ])eriod. Klg and myself were wander- 
ing ({uite alone in the forest, when we fell in with 
and shot their mother. I'lic cubs were then, we 
had reason to suj)posc, several Aveeks old ; but 
they were (piite small, so much so, that I Avas en- 
abled to tie them both in my ])ocket-handker- 
ehief, an<l thus to convey them from the forest. 

'riiere was no difliculty in rearing these, as they^ 
fed greedily upon sweet milk, Avith which Ave sup- 
plied them three or four times in the course of 
tAventy-four hours. It was necessary to give them 
this* liquid in a Avarm state, or otherwise they 
Avould not touch it. Subsecpiently, Ave introduced 
meal into their mess ; and at an after period Ave 
fed them chiefly on that substance. They Avould 
dcA'our, hoAvever, almost every thing Ave gave 
them, — flsh, flesh, or fowl. 

They Avere perfectly tame, Avhei; I saAv them in 
Scandinavia a fcAv weeks ago ; and Avere often at 
large AA'ith my dogs. They Avere most amusing 
felloAvs, though becoming rather too formidable 
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for playthings. They could climb with great 
facility ; indeed, every now and then, if iny win- 
dows happened to be open, they would ascend 
the side of the house, and thus get access to iny 
room. 

Bears are not unfrequcntly domesticated in 
NA^crincland. I heard of one that was so tame, 
that his master, a peasant, used occasionally to 
cause liiin to stand at the back of his sledge, when 
on a journey ; but the beast kept so good a ba- 
lance, that it was next to im])ossible to uj)set Inm. 
AVhen the vehicle went on one side, Bruin threw 
his weight the other way, and rice rertiu. One 
day, how'cvcr, the peasant amused himself by 
driving over the very worst ground he couhl find, 
with the intention, if possible, of throwing the 
bear off his equilibrium ; by which, at last, the 
animal got so irritated, that he fetched his master, 
w'ho was in advance of him, a tremendous thump 
on the shoulder with his paw. 'fins Irightened 
tlTe man .so much, that* he cau.sed the brute to be 
killed immediately. 

If bears, in a state of domestication, be allowed 
to reumin in a quiet and secluded place, they pass 
the winter months in a torpid state, like their fra- 
ternity who are at large in the forest. This, Mr. 
Falk assured me, was the case with a bear that 
^ was for several years in his possession. 

On the following day, we skinned and dissected 
the old bear ; when, on opening her, we found 
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another cub ; which, had we not destroyed the 
mother, woidd doubtless by that time have made 
its entiy into the world. Thus the idle story told 
by more than one naturalist — of female bears 
never having been found with cubs in their wombs, 
was, as 1 have elsewhere remarked, set at nought. 

Though it is true that a bear is not often kill- 
ed under the above circumstances, eases of this 
kind do occur. Jan Finue met with one instance ; 
and the like was the case with Bvensson ; the lat- 
ter, indeed, assured me, that be had not only shot 
a shc-bear with cubs in her womb, but he had 
known three other instances where parturition 
took place during the pursuit; the chase, however, 
on theSe occasions, had been continued from one 
to three weeks. 
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CHAPTER XI 11. 


Wolf-shooting. — Anecdotes. — Kxpedieiils lo intiniid.iti! 
Wolves. 


As usually happens when the weather is severe, 
the wolves now heeaine rather trouhlesoine ; itml 
I heard of their connnittino- many depreilatious 
in diflbrent ])arts of the surrounding eouiitry : for 
this reasoji, I went on one or two little e.Kpeili- 
tions, under the idea that I might he enabled to 
destroy some of those voracious animals. 

W^olves are very [tartial to a ])ig. My plan t)f 
proceeding, therefore, was this : 1 caused one of 
tlTe.se animals, of a small .si/e, to ho .sewed up in 
a sack, with the exception of his snout ; and 1 
thdli placed him in my sledge. 'I'o the hack of 
this vehicle I fastened a rope of about fifty feet 
in length, to the extreme end of which was at- 
tached a small bundle of straw, covered with a 
black .sheepskin ; this, when the .sledge was in 
motion, dangled about in such a manner as to be 
a good representation of the pig. Thus prepared, 
I drove in the night-time through such districts 
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as were known to be frequented by wolves. To 
attract these animals towards us, we kept occa- 
sionally pinching the poor pig, who, not liking 
this treatment, made the forest ring again with 
his squeaks. 

This plan of shooting wolves with the assistance 
of a pig is not very unfrequently resorted to in 
Scandinavia, when the weather is severe. If those 
dangerous uniinals ha])pen to hear the cries of the 
j)ig, it is said they almost always approach imme- 
diately near to the sledge, when it is not, of course, 
difficult to kill them. 

All my expeditions, however, proved unsuc- 
cessful ; for, owing to the wandering habits of 
the wolves, I was never able to fall in with them. 
On some of these occasions I have suffered a 
good deal from cold ; as, from the necessity that 
existed of being always ready for action, it did 
not answer to he hampered with too much cloth- 
ing. INly poor pig, I remember, had once his 
ears so hard frozen, that they might almost have 
been broken off in the same manner as so much 
glass. 

I once tried the above plan near to the north- 
western shores of the Wenern, in a district called 
Nils, where a large drove of wolves had recently 
committed great devastation ; but though I tra- 
versed the country, and inlets of the Wenern 
itself, which were then frozen over, for nearly 
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two whole nights, I was not fortunate enough to 
meet with these marauders. 

About a week prior to tliis time a peasant, on 
his return home from Amal one evening, tied his 
horse up to his door whilst he carried the harness 
within the house. At this moment, a number of 
wolves made their appearance, when the frightened 
animal broke his bridle, and ran off at the top of 
his sj)ecd ; but the wolves gave chase to the horse, 
and soon succeeded in coming up with iiiin in 
the forest, when they quickly destroyed him. 

During my excursion, I visited the spot where 
the poor animal met his doom, but, with the ex- 
ception of a bone or two that were strewed alx)ut, 
not a vestige of tlie carcase was to be seen ; the 
wolves having by this time devoured the whole 
of it. There was some blood on the snow, which 
was trodden down in the vicinity, in the same 
maimer as if it had been gone over by a flock of 
sheep. 

•Though I was generally quite alone, with the 
exception of my driver, during these expeditions, 
I do not apprehend I ran much personal risk ; 
the greatest danger was from the horse proving 
unsteady, in the event of the wolves making their 
appearance. In that case, the sledge would not 
improbably haye been overturned, when I, in 
consequence, might have been left to niy fate. 
From the wolves themselves, under other cir- 
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cumstances, I entertained little apprehension, as I 
was usually armed with a good cutlass, and more 
than one gun. 

It is said, that people have incurred some jeo- 
pardy when on these expeditions. The follow- 
ing anecdote was related to me by Mr. Garberg, 
at Geflc. Of the truth of the story, which oc- 
curred near to that place, that gentleman did not 
seem to entertain a doubt. 

About twenty years ago, during a very severe 
winter, and when there were known to be many 
wolves roaming about the country, a Captain 
Nordenahler, together Avith several companions, 
started off' on an excursion similar to those I have 
been describing. 

The party Avere provided Avith a large sledge, 
such as are used in Sweden to convey coke to the 
furnaces, a |)ig, mul an ample supply of guns, am- 
munition, iVc. They drove on to a great piece of 
Avater, Avliich Avas then frozen over, in the A'icinity 
of Forsbacka, and at no great distance from the 
town of Gcfle. Here they began to pinch the 
ears, iVc. of the pig, Avho of course squeaked out 
tremendously. 

This, as they anticipateil, soon drew a multi- 
tude of famished avoIvcs about their sledge. 
When these had approached within range, the 
party opened a fire upon them, and destroyed or 
mutilated several of the number. All the ani- 
mals that were either killed or wounded were 
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quickly torn to pieces and devoured by their 
companions. This, as I have observed, is said 
invariably to be the case, if there be many con- 
gregated together. 

The blood with which the ravenous beasts jiad 
now glutted themselves, instead of satiating their 
hunger, only served to make them more savage 
and ferocious than before ; for, in spite of tlic fire 
kept up by the party, tliey advanced close to the 
sledge, with the apparent intention of making an 
instant attack. To preserve their lives, therefore, 
the Captain and his friends threw the pig on to 
the ice; this, which was (piickly devoured by the 
wolves, had the eflcct, for the moment, of divert- 
ing their fury to another object. 

Whilst this was going forward, the horse, 
driven to desperation by the near approach of 
the ferocious animals, struggled and plunged so 
violently, that he broke the shafts to piews : 
being thus disengaged from the veliiclo, the poor 
Animal galloped off, and, as the story goes, suc- 
ceeded in making good his escape. 

■ When the pig was devoured, which was pro- 
babl}" hardly the work of a minute, the wolves 
again threatened to attack the party ; and as the 
destruction of a few out of .so immense a drove 
as was then assembled, only served to render the 
survivors more blood-thirsty, the Captain and 
his friends now turned their sledge bottom up, 
and thus took refuge beneath its friendly shelter. 

N 2 
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In this situation, it is said, they remained for 
many hours, the wolves in that while making 
repeated attempts to get at them, by tearing the 
sledge with their teeth ; but at length assistance 
arrived, and they were then, to their great joy, 
relieved from their most perilous situation. 

Captain Eurenius, when he was quite a boy, 
in company with a brother who was younger 
than liim.self, once went on a similar expedition 
to those of which I have been speaking. It was 
in the depth of winter, the cold at the time being 
very severe, when the.se striplings proceeded in 
their sledge to an inlet of the Wenern, which 
was then sheeted with ice, and which was known 
to be much freijuented by wolves. They had a 
pig along with them, as usual, who, by the appli- 
cjition of a corking-pin, they soon caused to open 
his pipes in sucli a manner that he might have 
been lieard at two or three miles distance. These 
cries soon attracted the wolves to the spot : when 
they had aj)j)roachcd to within a short distance of 
tlu* sledge. Captain Eurenius discharged his piece, 
and severely wounded, as he supposed, one of 
the number. 'Die report of the gun, howev'cr, 
caused the horse to take fright, when capsizing 
the sledge and sma.shing the shafts to pieces, he 
went off at full gallop, with the lat^ter dangling at 
his heels. 

Captain Eurenius and his brother were now in 
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a rather awkward predicament : they had, besides, 
lost their ammunition, and had only one loaded 
gun left. Leaving the pig in tlie .sledge to its fate, 
they therefore faced towards their home, from 
which they were distant sevei*al miles, at their 
best pace. In this while, as it may be supposed, 
they cast many an anxious look behind, to see if 
the wolves were in pursuit ; but tlieir fears were 
at length relieved ; for, after proceeding some 
way, they met their father and a posse of people 
advancing to their assistance. These had seen tlie 
horse come galloping liome with the broken 
shafts; when, knowing the nature of the service 
on which Captain Eurenius and his brother laid 
been engaged, as well as the direction these had 
taken, they lost no time in liastening towards the 
spot. The meeting was a joyful one ; the father 
being not a little delighted thus to find his sons 
in safety. 

The whole party then repaired to tlie scene of 
dbtion : here they found the pig had been taken 
from the sledge and devoured. This also seemed 
to' have been the fate of a wolf,— the same, it was 
supposed, that Captain Eurenius fired at ; for some 
pieces of skin, and bones, of one of those ferocious 
animals, were found near to the spot. 

During severe weather, when wolves are famish- 
ing with hunger, their natural timidity, as I 
have said, forsakes them, and they then often- 
times conduct their attacks in the most daring 
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manner. Among several instances of the kind 
which have come to my knowledge, I select the 
following. 

In the depth of a hard winter, many years ago. 
Captain Eurenius and a friend were one evening 
traversing the Wenem lake, which was then 
firmly frozen over ; this was at no great distance 
from the town of Wenersborg, situated, as I have 
remarked, at the southern extremity of that noble 
expansd of w'ater. The companions were in a 
sledge, and jogging cpiietly along, when suddenly 
their horse pulled up, and became violently alarm- 
ed and agitated. For a w'hile they were at a loss 
to divine the reason why the animal should be so 
affrighted, but on looking a-head they discovered 
a drove of twelve or fourteen wolves ; these pre- 
sently approached to with.in a very short distance 
of their vehicle, and seemed to threaten them 
with an immediate attack. Very unfortunately, 
they had no gun along with them on this occa- 
sion ; but both were arine:! with good swords. 
Captain Eurenius therefore took the reins, whilst 
his friend jumping out of the sledge, posted him- 
self, sabre in hand, immediately in front of the 
horse ; by these means their ferocious assailants 
Avere kept at bay. Finding himself thus protect- 
ed, the poor animal again moved forward. 

Tlie man uoav kept advancing a pace or two 
a-head of the horse, brandishing his sword all the 
while to drive off the wolves ; these were never 
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more than a very short distance from him, and 
often so near, that he could almost touch them 
with the point of his weapon. 

In this manner. Captain Eurenius and his com. 
panion proceeded for five or six miles, and until 
they reached the very outskirts of the town’ of 
Wenersborg, when the wolves thought it prudent 
to beat a retreat. 

Captain Eurenius stated, that during all this 
while, they did not feel much alarmed for their 
personal safety, as they depended on their trusty 
swords to get tlvem out of the scrape, in the event 
of its coming to a personal coJifiict with the 
wolves. For the life of the horse, however, they 
entertained great a})prehension. Indeed, Captain 
Eurenius felt assured, that, if he had not bad a 
companion in the sledge on this occasion, even if 
his own existence had not been sacrificed, the 
poor animal would most undoubtedly have been 
destroyed by those pernicious beasts. lie said, 
Kioreover, that the wolves never attempted to get 
into the rear of the sledge, but always kept in 
advance of it. This, if it be practicable, is usually 
the case with those animals ; and is supposed to 
be owing to their dread of falling into an am- 
buscade. 

Some fifty years ago, and when quite a boy. 
Captain Eurenius was one starlight and very cold 
night returning from a dance in the vicinity of 
AVenersborg. It was ChVistmas-time, and there 
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were fifteen or sixteen sledges in company : most 
of the horses were provided with such bells as 
those of which I have spoken. In the middle of 
the cavalcade was a sledge occupied by a lady ; 
at the back of which, as is frequently the case, sat 
the servant, who was driving ; whilst on a bear- 
skin, which covered her feet, a favourite lap-dog 
was reposing. In passing through a wood, ho:^- 
ever, and in .spite of the jingling of the bells, &c. 
a large wolf suddenly sprang from a thicket, when, 
seizing the poor dog, he leaped over the sledge, 
and was out of sight in a thick brake on the op- 
posite side of the wood in the course of a few 
seconds. 

A somewhat similar anecdote to the above was 
related to me by lieutenant Oldenburg. 

Two of his friends, whose names I forget, when 
on a journey in the winter-time, were accompa- 
nied by a favourite dog, which was follovving 
immediately in the rear of the sledge. All of 
a sudden, two famished \yolves dashed at the 
dog, who, to save himself, ran to the side of 
the vehicle, and jumped over the .shafts betwe«n 
the horse and the body of the carriage. . The 
wolves, nothing deterred, had the audacity to 
take a similar leap ; when', as ill-luck would 
have it, they got hold of the poor animal. But 
the dog was large and powerful, and his neck, 
besides, was armed with one of those formi- 
dable-spiked collars so' common to be seen in 
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Sweden. From these causes, he was enabled to 
escape from the fangs of his assailants, when he 
at once sprang into the sledge, as if to claim pro- 
tection from his masters. 

Here, however, the wolves were afraid to pur- 
sue him, though for a considerable distance they 
still continued to follow the vehicle. Oji this 
occasion, both of Lieutenant O.’s friends were 
unarmed, and, in consequence, the beasts escaped 
with impunity. 

Another anecdote, of a rather curious nature, 
was told me by an acipuiintance of mine in Wer- 
mcland. 

A peasant was one day crossing a large iake in 
his sledge, when he was attacked by a drove of 
wolves. This frightened the horse so much, that 
he went oft’ at full speed. There was at this time 
a loose rope hanging from the back of the vehicle, 
that. had been used for binding hay, or other pur- 
poses ; to the end of this a noose happened to be 
attached. Though this was not intended to catch 
a wolf, it fortunately eff’ected that desirable ob- 
ject ; for one of the ferocious animals getting 
his feet entangled within it, he was presently de- 
stroyed, owing to the pace at w'hich the horse was 
proceeding. 

The poor peasant at last reached a place of 
safety. Though he had been dreadfully frightened 
during the chase, he not only found himself much 
sooner at the end of his journey than he had ex- 
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pected, but richer by tiie booty he had thus unex- 
pectedly obtained. The skin of a wolf, in Sweden, 
is worth, at this time, about fifteen rix-dollars, or 
as many shillings. 

The following circumstance, showing the sa- 
vaige nature of the wolf, and interesting in more 
than one point of view, was related to me by a 
gentleman of rank attached to the embassy at 
St. Petersburg : it occurred in Russia some few 
years ago. 

A woman, accompanied by three of her chil- 
dren, were one day in a sledge, when they were 
pursued by a number of wolves. On this, she 
put the horse into a gallop, and drove towards her 
home, from which she was not far distant, with 
all possible speed. All, however, would not avail, 
for the ferocious animals gained upon her, and, at 
last, were on the point of rushing on the sledge. 
For the preservation of her own life and that of 
the remaining children, the poor frantic creature 
now took one of her babes, and cast it a prey to 
her blowl-thirsty pursuers. This stopped their 
career for a moment ; but, after devouring llie 
little innocent, they renewed the pursuit, and a 
second time came up with the vehicle. The mo- 
ther, driven to desperation,* resorted to the same 
horrible expedient, and threw her ferocious assail- 
ants another of her offspring. To cut short this 
melancholy story, her third child was sacrificed 
in a similar manner. 
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Soon after this, the wretched being, whose feel- 
ings may more easily he conceived than described, 
reached her home in safety. Here she related 
what had happened, and endeavoured to palliate 
her own conduct, by describing the dreadful alter- 
native to which she had been reduced. A pea- 
sant, however, who was among the bystanders, 
and heard the recital, took up an axe, and with 
one blow cleft her skull in two ; saying, at tlic 
same time that a mother who could thus sacrifice 
her children for the preservation of her own life, 
was no longer fit to live. 

This man was committed to prison, but the 
Emperor subsequently gave him a pardon. 

'riiis gentleman related to me another curious 
circumstance regarding w'olvcs : it happened at no 
great distance from St. Petersburg, only two years 
previously. 

A peasant, when one day in his sladge, was 
pursued by eleven of those ferocious anitnals : at 
this time he was only alwut tw'o miles from 
home, towards which he urged his horse at the 
\d\ry top of his speed. At the entrance to his re- 
sidence was a gate, which happened to be closed 
at the time, but the horse dashed this 0])en, and 
thus himself and his master found refuge within 
the court-yard.. 

They were followed, however, by nine out of 
the eleven w’olves ; but, very fortunately, at the 
instant these had entered the’ enclosure, the gate 
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swung back on its hinges, and thus they were 
caught as in a trap. From being the most vora- 
cious of animals, the nature of these beasts, now 
that they found escape impossible, became com- 
pletely changed : so far, indeed, from offering mo- 
lestation to any one, they slunk into holes and 
corners, and allowed themselves to be slaughtered 
almost without making resistance. 

It is said, that the mere act of striking a light 
with flint and steel, has often the effect of inti- 
midating a wolf ; and that the rattling of a chain 
not unfrequently answers the like purpose. In 
the event of a person, when unarmed, being at. 
tacked by these blood-thirsty brutes, these things 
are worth knowing : for, though apparently tri- 
fling in themselves, they might be the means of 
saving his life. 

In some j)arts of Scandinavia, when people are 
travelling during the winter-time over extended 
plains, lakes, &;c. which are known to be much 
fre<piented by wolves, it is the custom to attach‘a 
long rope to the back of the sledge ; the serpen- 
tine motion that this makes, when the vehicld is 
proceeding, has, it is said, the effect of deterring 
these animals from making their attacks. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Journey to Stockholm.— Lake Miilarn. — Franska Wardshus. 

Having occasion to proceed to Stockholm, I 
set oir on tlic evening of ^^''edncsday, the 23rd 
January, for that place. 

Before starting, I directed Elg, who was anxi- 
ous to return forthwith to Brunberg, to make some 
needful arrangements about his little farm, to use 
his best endeavours during my aliscnce to get a 
bear on foot. 'J’he better to efl'ect this object, I 
allowed him to make use of my dogs. I directed 
him, however, to meet me at Ijapp-cottage on 
the lOtl) of February, by which time I antici- 
pated I should be returned from the capital. 

As the Hilda and Grils lakes, which lay in our 
course,, were firmly frozen over, we kept jirinci- 
pally on their surface. On these fine pieces of 
water regular routes were now marked out, in 
the manner of which I have made mention, 
small pines, or the trees themselves, being pliwed 
in an upright position, at stated intervals, to keep 
the traveller in the projier tnick. The ice w'as at 
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this time in excellent order for sledging, and 
we therefore glided along its surface with great 
rapidity. 

On reaching Sunnenio, a hamlet situated, as I 
have said, at fourteen or fifteen miles to the 
sovithward of Lapp-cottage, I took up iny quar- 
ters for the night. Here there is a smelting- 
house (Hyttan) belonging to the Uddeholm Com- 
pany, of which Mr. Emanuel Gcijer has the su- 
perintendence, from whom I received, on this, as 
on other occasions, much hospitality. 

'riierc are extensive iron mines at no very 
great distance from this place ; these are situated 
in the district of Uergslagen. The ore is not par- 
ticularly productive, as I understood it did not 
yield more than about thirty per cent. In parts 
of Laphuid, I haVe seen ore containing seventy or 
eighty j)er cent, of that metal. But in the dis- 
tricts in which this w'as found, there was not suf- 
ficient wood for the purpose of smelting it, and 
it was therefore of little vsdue. 

When the ore comes from the Sw'edish mines, 
it is piled upon layers of fir, and partially melted ; 
it is then pounded by vast hammers moved by 
water, and afterwards liquified in a furnace of 
charcoal, whence it runs into a long mould of 
sand. As soon as it hardens, it is drawn out and 
laid in piles in the open air. These enormous 
masses, or rather pigs, are then beaten into bars. 

On the following morning, Thursday, 24th 
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January, when we had twenty degrees of cold, I 
took leave, after breakfasting, of Sunnemo, and 
set off for the capital. 1 had now my choice of 
two roads ; by the more regular and better one, 
which led through the towns of Christinehamn 
and Orebro, the distance was upwards of two 
hundred and sixty English miles; whilst the 
other, which was by the way of Philipstad, was 
between twenty and thirty miles less. The latter 
road lay, for a considerable part of tlie distance, 
tliroiigh a very hilly coimtry, and for the first 
thirty miles, indeeil, it was a mere track ; but as 
it was the shorter of the two, I decided upon 
taking it. 

Our route lay through the forest, the scenery 
on every hand being wild and picturcscpie. The 
weather was very fine, which added much to the 
pleasure of the journey. The track we pursued 
was in general very bad ; tliis was owing to its 
having been much used during the winter for the 
conveyance of coke, ’ore, &c. to Sunnemo, and 
other srnelting-houses. From this cause, though 
thS distance to Bosjb, the first stage, was little 
more than ten miles, it was the middle of the 
day before we reached it. 

At this place, which is finely situated in the 
solitudes of the forest, there is a considerable forge 
and smelting-house, belonging to Mr. Otterdahl, 
of Gothenburg, of whom I have spoken elsewhere. 
Here, at the pressing solicitation of Mr. Erickson, 
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the manager of the concern, I was induced to re- 
main to dinner. 

About two in the afternoon, after procuring a 
fresh horse, I took my leave of Bosjo, and re- 
sumed my journey. My route, as heretofore, lay 
through the forest, the surrounding scenery par- 
taking of a rather bold and picturesque character. 
Philipstad, a small town containing a thousand 
or two of inhabitants, was my next stage, but 
though at only some sixteen miles distance, owing 
to the wretched state of the track, the sun was 
sinking below the horizon before we reached that 
place. 

After leaving Philipstad, where I had been 
delayed some little while for a horse, I proceeded 
throxigh a hilly and deeply-wooded country three 
stages farther, when, finding a remarkably good 
post-house, I took iq) my quarters for the night. 
The quicksilver was at this time at zero. As I 
was anxious to get forward, and as I anticipated 
being still more delayed for horses as I proceeded, 
I now sent my fbrebud in advance. 

The next morning at seven o’clock, during a’ 
fall of snow, I resumed my journey. As»I now 
found horses in readiness at the several post 
stations, I got on as fast as I desired ; indeed, 
including stoppages, I accomplished near seven 
miles within the hour. My route, in general, 
lay through a dcei)ly-w(X)ded country ; but it was 
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much more level than heretofore. It seemed to 
be rather thinly populated. 

Though in the early part of the day I pro- 
ceeded pretty expeditiously, as I advanced to the 
southward my progress became very much slower : 
this was in consequence of the roads, in places, 
being almost bare of snow. By the time that I 
reached Arboga, indeed, which was at about six 
in the evening, there was hardly a sufficiency for 
the purpose of sledging. 

This town, which is in the province of West- 
manland, contains a rather considerable popula- 
tion. It is situated at no great distance from the 
western extremity of the Miilarn, the second, or 
third lake in regfird to size in Sweden, The 
length of the Malarn from east to west is alwut 
a hundred miles, but its breadth is not at all pro- 
portionate. It is finely studded with islands 
throughout its whole extent ; and its shores, which 
are linc<l with towns, hamlet, and villas, are, like 
the islands, wooded in most places to the water’s 
edge. In point of beautiful scenery, this lake is 
surpassed by few in Scandinavia. 

In the summer season, steam-boats ply hetwecji 
Stockholm and Arboga. Though the distance is 
about a hundred and twenty miles, the voyage 
is performed in a day. I made the passage on 
one occasion, and was highly delighted with the 
charming prospects that inet the eye on every 
hand. 
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At Arboga I overtook my forebud ; but think- 
ing that, if I travelled throughout the night, I 
might probably find horses at the several post- 
houses, I determined not to make a second halt, 
but to push forward at once for Stockholm, which 
was then at about one hundred and ten miles to 
the eastward. 

My route lay through a champaign and level 
country, and through the towns of Koping, 
Westcriis, and haikdping, and at no great distance 
from the northern shores of the noble and beau- 
tiful lake MHlarn ; but I saw nothing of the sce- 
nery on this occasion, as all nature was shrouded 
in darkness. 

Though in the forest and sheltered situation.s 
there was a little snow upon the ground; in the 
more open parts of the country the wind had 
driven it from the road, and this, in consequence, 
was in many parts altogether bare ; added to this 
evil, the frost partially broke up during the night, 
aJid it came on to blow lieavily from tlie west- 
ward. From these causes, travelling became both 
tedious and fatiguing, for I was often necessitated 
to get out of my sledge, and to walk alongside of 
it for long distances together, 

\^'^hen we had proceedetl to within about thirty 
miles of Stockholm, the country assumed a much 
bolder and more picturesque character, and be- 
came more 'deeply wooded. Henceforward there 
was, in most places, a sufficiency of snow upon the 
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road for sledging, and we therefore got on some- 
thing better. A little before we arrived at that 
place, we passed Haga, a summer residence of the 
King. 

Though 1 was not much delayed for hors<js, 
and though I made the most expetlition I was 
able, owing to the state of the roads, it was six 
o’clock in the evening before I reached the ca- 
pital. 

During this little journey from Wermeland. I 
did not see a single head of game of any sort or 
kind. I thought it very’ probable I might have 
fallen in with some wolves, but I had not the 
good fortune to meet with any of those ravenous 
brutes. If that had been the case, 1 might pro- 
bably have given a good account of them, as I 
had two guns lying ready loaded in my sledge. 

It was dark when I reached Stockholm, and as 
I had no time to look out for other quarters, I 
took up my abode at the 1^'ranska Wanhhnu, or, 
in* other words, the Hotel de France. Here, 
though I did not meet with the l)est accommo- 
dations possible, I found the charges very reason- 
able, as I had two tolerably good rooms at the 
rate of something less that two shillings tlie day ; 
every thing else was moderate in proportion. 

Captain Brooke gives a sorry though humour- 
ous description of this hotel. That officer, who 
was then on his way fronj exploring I^apland, 
say’s — 
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“We hardly knew whither to direct our course, 
Stockholm not abounding in places of accommo- 
dation for the traveller. Lunsted the Swede, 
however, recommended so warmly the Franska 
Wardshus, otherwise the French Hotel, that we 
determined upon repairing to it. He boasted of 
the magnificent reception we should meet with, 
the splendid rooms, and, above all, the good cheer. 
Tins was comfortable news to us, who had fared 
but meagerly for some time past ; and proceeding 
without delay to the Itegerings gatan (Regency 
street), we soon found ourselves at the door of a 
lofty, dirty-looking house, the interior of which I 
did not doubt would very much belie its outward 
semblance. A large pair of folding-gates admitted 
our sledges into a small court-yard ; and a dirty 
old woman, coming out with an end of lighted 
candle, conducted us up a staircase, which, from 
its filthy sbitc, had almost the appearance of lead- 
ing to a hen-roost ; and throwing open a door, we 
were all ushered into a small apartment, unincum- 
bered with furniture, and corresponding, in every 
point, so admirably with the staircase, that we be- 
gan to sus])ect the statement of the good qualities 
of the HAtel de France had been rather too highly 
coloured. The Swedish language varies somewhat 
from the Norwegian ; and the pKommeiation is so 
different, that I was not the only one of the party 
who found a difficulty in making out what was 
said. I had expected to have found, at least in a 
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French hotel, the language of France spoken by 
the whole of the servants. This was so far from 
being the case, that not a soul understood a word 
of it, with the exception of a porter, who spoke 
what, on inquiry, I was told was French. How- 
ever the Franska Wardshus may be undcservitig 
of its title in some respects, in others it fully me- 
rited it ; since its total want of cleanliness, I am 
bold to affirm, might have placed it on a level 
with any hotel in Paris.” 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Stockholm. — Public edifices. — Salubrity.— Eng^lish place of 
Worship.— Game in Markets. — Provisions. — Hotels. — Lodg- 
ings. — Clubs. — Society. — Balls. — Sledging Parties. — The 
King and Royal Family. — Count Wetterstedt. — The Court. 
— Orders of Knighthood, &c. — ^The Army and Navy. 


Stockholm is built on seven small rocky 
islands, at the junction of the waters of the 
Malarn with sm inlet of the Baltic ; the commu- 
nications between the different parts of the city 
being kept up, as may he supposed, by numerous 
bridges. It is singularly and romantically, situ- 
ated, and contains about eighty thousand inha- 
bitants. The streets are in general narrow, and 
the pavement is not the best possible : there are 
no flag-stones for foot-passengers. ‘ 

From being the capital, Stockholm possesses 
considerable trade : it exports, annually, about 
thirty-one thousand tons 6 { bar iron, and a pro- 
portionate quantity of other products common to 
Sweden. The harbour, which is land-locked, is 
large and -capacious, and usually contains many 
vessels from distant parts. 
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Stockholm Iwasts of many handsome public 
edifices : the palace, which is situated in the cen- 
tre of the city, is said to be among the tinost 
buildings of its kind in Europe. Here there is 
an Armoury, Museum of Natural History, &c.; 
it also contsiins some good paintings. 

The Military Academy, the Senate-hou.se, the 
Arsenal, the llidd^rholm Church, where several of 
the kings of Sweden are interred, and among the 
rest the Lion of the North, Charles the Twelfth, 
together with many other things too numerous to 
particularize, arc all deserving the attention of the 
stranger. 

• Several of the squares in Stockholm arc deco- 
rated with remarkably fine bronze statues of some 
of the most distinguishetl monarchs who have 
wielded the Swedish sceptre. More than one of 
these are executed in a superior style, and tliey 
are said to have cost very large sums of money. 

The royal palaces of Ulric.sdahl, lloserslxjrg, 
Haga, Rosendahl, and, Drottninghohn, all situated 
in the vicinity of Stockholm, are, either from the 
natural beauty of the situation or their internal 
magnificence, well worth a visit. 

From the rocky nature of the soil, and frotn 
there being few marshes in the vicinity, one 
would be inclined to imagine Stf>ckholm must be 
a healthy place : but I have more than my doubts 
as to this being the case. Indeed, I am inclined 
to think fevers, and other disorders are usually 
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more prevalent in that capital than in many parts 
of Sweden. Possibly this may be partly owing 
to the water, as this, in some parts of the town, is 
very bad : there are, nevertheless, very fine springs 
to be met with. 

Though there are a considerable number of 
British residents in Stockholm, there is neither a 
chaplain attaclicd to the Embassy nor a clergy- 
man of the P^stablished Church, settled there. 
A place of worship, however, has been opened 
within the last two or three years, where the Rev. 
Mr. Stevens, of the Wesleyan Methodist persua- 
sion, officiates. The sermons of that highly-ta- 
lented gentleman, delivered extempore, as well in 
Swedish as in Engli.sh, are much admired : this, 
togetlier with his amiable manners, has obtained 
for him great and well-deserved po})ularity, as well 
among his own countrymen as the natives. 

The Stockholm market was, at this time, sup- 
plied with an immense quantity of game of 
various kinds, in a frozen state ; the price in cor>- 
seipience was very moderate. A brace of caper- 
cali, cock and hen, might be purchased for two 
shillings and sixpence, or three shillings and 
other birds in the like proportion. Rein-deer 
venison, which is brought from Lapland, was like- 
wise cheap. 

The principal part of the game exposed for sale 
came from ‘the more Northern of the Swedish 
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provinces. I could never ascertain the quantity 
brought to Stockholm annually, but it must be 
immense. Lieut. Oldenburg, assured me there 
were about two thousand sledge loads. Now, as 
each of these vehicles carries from twelve to four- 
teen hundred pounds, some idea may be formed 
of the immense number of birds consumed in the 
capital every winter. 

A peasant with his own gun, or with snares, 
can never produce a sufficiency of game in a sea- 
son to load a sledge ; those who bring it to mar- 
ket, therefore, buy it u]> in different parts of the 
country. Few', from their individual exertions, 
can kill more in tlie course of a season than from 
two hundred to three hundred birds of all kinds. 

From Stockholm being thus w'cll supplied with 
game in the winter-time, people are led to ima- 
gine it must be very abundant in Scandinavia: 
this, I apprehend, is no fair criterion as to the 
quantity that is to be found in that peninsula ; for 
it must be remembe>'cd, that the three or four 
hundred thousand birds annually brought to the 
caj)ital are not killed in a single district or ])ro- 
vince, but are collected from a tract of country 
very much larger than the United Kingdom. 

The price of butcher’s meat is moderate at 
Stockholm. Beef, mutton, pork, ke. may l)e pur- 
chased for about twopence the pound. The com- 
mon fruits and vegetables are also cheap. 
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Fish, as I have said, is scarce and dear in Stock- 
holm. The shell-fish all comes- from the western 
coast of Sweden. 

The hotels in Stockholm, if they be really wor- 
thy of that appellation, are not, as I have shown, 
famous either for their cleanliness or comfort. 
They are inferior, indeed, to what one meets with 
in many of the provincial towns in Sweden. It is 
rather unaccountable how this can happen in the 
capital of a country. 

I’liough the hotels may not be remarkable for 
their accommodation, &c. very good lodgings are 
attained at a moderate cost. A princely set of 
apartments, are procurable at about twenty shil- 
lings the week. 

There is an excellent Restaurateur's, called the 
Bondiska Unset, at Stockholm, where a man may 
dine sumptuously and have his pint of wine for 
two shillings and sixpence, or three shillings. 
This is frctpiented by the first peojde. 

'rhe Noble’s club, called the Societe, is said to he 
one of the most splendid establishments of the 
kind in Europe. This forms a great convenience 
to the traveller, as, if he be properly introduced, he 
is most liberally permitted to become a temporary 
inenjber ; and thus, at a tritfuig expense, he may 
enjoy the- first society of the place. Here a man 
may dine admirably for a couple of shillings ; and 
he has besides the benefit of card, reading, and 
billiiU'd-rooins. 
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The usual dinner hour in Stockholm, even at 
the first Swedish houses, is two or three o’clock. 
The corps diplomatique, however, commonly take 
that meal something later. 

From Stockholm not being an overgrown city, 
society there is on a very pleasant footing. If a 
stranger, indeed, bring a single good introduction 
along with him, he may presently become ac- 
quainted with every body. V isits are usually paid 
at an early hour in the evening ; no invitation is 
retjuisite ; if the lady of the house be at home, one 
is admitted ; and, instead of being squeezed to 
death in attempts to enter the rt)om, as is often the 
case with us in England, one may perhaps find her 
tpiite alone, or sitting with two or three friends. 
I'ea is brought in by and by, three or four more 
casually drop in, and the evening is spent in con- 
versation, cards, or music ; supj)er is afterwards in- 
troduced in the usual way, and the party separates. 
“ These little soirees” Captain JJrookc truly says, 
though they may not consist of more tlian ten 
or twelve persons, are the more agreeable, because 
devoid of ceremony and ostentation ; and a fo- 
reigner, in particular, is better jileased to be 
enabled thus to make himself ac<|uainted with 
the habits and manners of a people, than to gain 
his knowledge, of them from that kind*of society, 
which, guided alone by fashion and effect; is 
necessarily artificial and constrained.”’ 

French is universally spoken by every one in 
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good society in Stockholm; most people are as 
conversant with it as with their native tongue. 
The Swedes have a great aptitude for acquiring 
foreign languages ; many of the higher classes, 
in fact, are familiar with most of those of Europe. 

Stockholm was very gay at the period of my 
visiting it; the rigours of a Northern winter 
having driven many of the Swedish aristocracy 
from the country. There were balls, public or 
private, 'almost every night. Those of the Ama- 
rauthe, or order of Friendship, and Innocence, or 
order of Innocence, were most splendid. These 
took place frecpiently, and were often attended 
by one branch or other of the Royal family; 
seven or eight hundred people were not uncom- 
monly ])reseut on these occasions. 

'Fhe Swedish ladies arc admirable dancers. It 
is thought that, among the higher classes, there 
are many who fully equal the French in that 
accomplishment. 

'I'lic members of the orders of the Amaranthe 
and Innocence, us well as several other societies, 
wear very splendid medals, or other decoratioirs, 
on the occasion of their iissembling : these, to- 
gether with rich dresses and uniforms, add 
greatly to the brilliancy of the ball-room. 

W'^heel <uirriages were nearly altogether dis- 
carded at this time from Stockholm, sledges be- 
ing substituted in their .stead. In most instances, 
however, the bodies of the carriages were still 
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made use of ; for, after being separated from tlie 
wheels, they were placed on sledges; thus, the 
same vehicle, with a little alteration, answers 
equally well for winter as summer. The open 
sledge was also in very general use. 

The Queen’s equipage was most magnificent: 
her Majesty’s sledge was usually drawn by six 
white horses ; .'ind as it glided rapidly over the 
snow, it had a most splendid apjiearance. 

There ■were many sledging parties (Sliid ])arti) 
going forward at tliis time in Stockliolm. Tliose 
who were to take a part in them usually assen>- 
bled at the house of one of the coni])any, when a 
splendid dejeuner h In fourchette was prepared. 
Subsc<]uently they would proceed together on 
.some little expedition into the country. Twenty 
or thirty of these equipages, each of which 
usually contain a Scandinavian beauty, passing 
through the streets of the metropolis in close 
succession, prcsentetl, as may be supposed, a i^ost 
imposing upectacle. 

Though the needful etiquette to support the 
dignity of a monarchical government is kept up 
at the Swedish Court, where I have had tlie 
honour to he j)resent on more than one occasion, 
it is not, I believe, remarkably punctilious in re- 
gard to mere .matters of form. In fact, the So- 
vereign himself, like a sensible man, dislikes and 
despises ostentation ; and always avoids ceremo- 
ny and parade when he can do so with propriety. 
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Among the small number of extraordinary 
hien which the nineteenth century has produced, 
Charles John, the present King of Sweden, must 
ever occupy a distinguished place. Embracing, 
in his early youth, the career of arms as his favo- 
rite pursuit, he has. by a succession of glorious 
deeds, too numerous here to particularize, not 
only raised himself to the highest degree of the 
military profession, but establislied a fame that 
must descend to the remotest posterity. Endow- 
ed with talents of the highest order as a states- 
man, so seldom to be met with in the warrior, it 
would seem as if Nature, intending him to occupy 
a ])laco among monarchs, had endowed him with 
tlu'se rare acquirements to promote the happiness 
of tlie Scandinavian people. 

His Majesty’s prime Minister at the present 
time is Count Wetterstedt : — gifted with superior 
talents ns a diplomatist; indefatigable, upright, 
urijpne, he has deservedly acquired the undivided 
confidence of the King, and ’the universal esteem 
of his fellow-citizens. Unassuming and acces- 
sible to all, this Minister discharges the duties of 
his important office with a zeal and perseverance 
that will long endear him to his country, whose 
welfare and prosperity is nearest to his heart. 

The Colirt of Stockholm is graced by very 
many amiable and lovely women, who would vie, 
in point of beauty and accomplishments, with any 
in tlie world. 
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Pre-eminent among these is the consort of 
Oscar, Crown Prince of Sweden. This Princess, 
who is the daughter of the lute Eugene Beau- 
harnois, yiceroy of Italy, has fulfilled the ardent 
wishes of the nation, by giving birth to three 
sons. 

Their Royal Highnesses arc extremely popular 
throughout the country ; their amiable and con- 
descending manners having endeared them to all 
ranks of people. During the winter season, the 
Prince and his consort reside at the palace in 
Stockholm ; but they usually spend the summer 
months at llosendahl, or at Drottningholm, a 
delightful retreat situated on an island of the 
Miilarn, at about seven miles from the capital. 

The Prince is a man of great talents and ap- 
plication to business : I have been told by those 
who have been much about his person, that there 
are few things he undertakes that he does not 
succeed in. His Royal Highness speaks Swedif^ 
almost like a native ;• the King, however, only 
converses in the French tongue. 

On gala-days, the Swedish Court presents a 
very splendid appearance; for, independently of 
rich dresses, a vast number of honorary decora- 
tions are worn on these occasions. I subjoin the 
particulars of the several orders of knighthood at 
present existing in Sweden. 

Ist. Order. — The Seraphim ; oidy ' one class, 
given to people of high rank, a'nd the great dig- 
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nitaries of the kingdom, for meritorious services 
to the State. The decoration is a large silver star 
worn on the left breast, and also a broad light 
blue ribband Worn on the shoulder fronj right to 
left. The order of the Seraphim is the only one 
to which pensions are attached, and these are con- 
fined to either four or six of the oldest command- 
ers. The order was instituted by Eric XIV. the 
son of (lustavus W asa. On the star is inscribed 
I. H. S. (or Jesus Homimun Salvator, .signifying 
Jesus the Saviour of mankind). The number is 
limited to about thirty. 

2d. Order. — The Polar Star, consisting of knights 
and commanders, originally instituted as a reward 
for services rendered about the Court, and also 
for civil services, now distributed generally to all 
classes, more particularly to literary men : number 
unlimited. Decoration for the commander.s, a 
white star worn on the left breast ; also a smaller 
star suspended around the neck by a black rib- 
Imnd ; for the knights, a small white star attached 
to the button-hole by a black ribband. 

•Sd Order. — The Sword, in four classes. 

1st class.— 'riiis is given for long military ser- 
vices, whether in war or ])eace. Decoration — a 
small star attached by a blue-and-yellow ribband 
to the button-hole. 

2d class. — Commanders. This is given in aug- 
mentation of and in addition to the star. The 
decoration is a broad yellow-and-blue ribband worn 
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across the shoulder, with a small star, as usual, 
attached to it. 

3d class. — Likewise Commanders. — Decora- 
tion : In addition to all the above, a star upon 
the left breast. 

4th class — 2 sub-classes — 1st. Knights «>f the 
Grand Cross. In addition to all the former de- 
corations, a large star suspended round the neck. 
3d — Commanders of the Grand Cross. Deco- 
ration : A plain sword on the left breast of the 
coat, under the star. These distinctions can only 
be given to officers who have gained battles ; the 
former when commanding at least six thousand, 
the latter twenty thousand men. 

In addition to the four classes of the Sword, 
there is another honorary distinction belonging to 
that order, called the Medal of the Sword. This 
js given to . soldiers as well as officers, for distin- 
guished services rendered during a time of war. 
On the medal is inscribed “ For brave conduct on 
the field of battle.” (-For tapperhet i Faldt.) If 
the medal be given to a soldier, it is composed of 
silver ; but if to an officer, of gold. 

4th Order. — Wa.sa. Instituted by Gustavus 
Wa.sa. This order was intended as a reward for 
improvements in agriculture, the arts and sciences, 
&c. ; it was also .given to men of commercial emi- 
nence. Now generally di.stributed. Number un- 
limited. In three classes — Knights, Commanders, 
Knights Grand Crosses. Decoration for the 
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Knights, a medal (on which is a representation of 
a wheat-sheaf, the arms of Wasa’s illustrious fa- 
mily, around which are the initials of the founder,) 
attached to the button-hole by a green riband. 
For the Commanders : to the above a broad green 
riband worn over the right shoulder, as well as 
a large medal suspended round the neck. For 
the K.G.C. in addition to the above, a star upon 
the left breast. 

5th Order. — The Order of Charles the Xlllth, 
believed to be an order of Freemasons, having up 
to this moment only been given to members of 
that order. Decoration : a red cross suspended 
around the neck by a red riband, and a red cross 
worn on the left breast of the coat. 

With the exception of the Royal Guard, there 
were not many military in Stockholm at tlie time 
of my visiting that place. These were a very 
fine body of men, and, in soldier-like appearance, 
would ])robably vie with any in Kuro})c. The 
military all wear mustachio.s. 

I'he Sw^edish army is constituted of three de- 
scriptions of force : 1st, the regular troops ; 2d, 
the Indelta ; and 3d, the Beviihring. 

The regular troops consist of two regiments of 
foot-guards, each twelve hundred strong; one 
regiment of cavalry of the guard, eight hundred ; 
three regiments of marines, each tw’elve hundred 
men ; three regiments of artillery, five thousand 
men ; together, n^r tw'elve thousand men. 
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2d. — The Indelta is composed of eitlier twenty- 
five or twenty-six regiments of infantry, and five 
of cavalry, amounting together to something above 
thirty thousand men. 

During peaceable times this description of force 
is only called out for five or six weeks every year ; 
but there are previous meetings for the recruits ; 
this is usually about the month of June : they arc 
marshalled, however, at their respective parish 
churches once every fortnight, or thereabouts. 

Generally speaking, every two and a half Hem- 
mans* are obliged to furnish one infantry soldier 
as a contingent to the Indelta. In the evcnt*of 
death, or that the soldier be incapable of service, 
the Hemmans find a substitute. The Indelta 
soldier receives no pay, excepting when he is 
called out by the Government : but lie is provid- 
ed with a snug cottage and a little land, on which, 
if he be industrious, he may always obtain a com- 
ibrtable livelihood. The Hemmans provide the 
Soldier with an outfit of clothes, in the first in- 
stance ; though subsequently he receives the need- 
ful supplies from the Government. 

Orrly certain Hemmans (specified in the reign 
of Charles the Eleventh, the founder of the 
present military system in Sweden) furnish the 
ludelta cavalry soldier. Other Hemmans, how- 
ever, contribute something towards the expense. 


The nature of a Hemman is described in vol. i. j». 69. 
V 2 
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The Hcmmans that furnish the cavalry soldier 
^re obliged to provide a horse and accoutrements. 

Though the Indelta may almost be called mili- 
tia, they are equal to any regular troops in the 
world : the soldiers are all men of good character, 
and in the prime of life, and, from having a stake 
in the country, would naturally do their duty 
when opposed to an enemy. This species of force, 
as I have shown, costs the Government next to 
nothing^ unless on actual service. 

‘Jd. — The Ueviihring (from the word llewara, to 
preserve,) consists entirely of infantry, and answers 
to a conscription. By the law of Sweden, every 
male of the age of twenty-one is inscribed in the 
BevUhring ; he has then the choice of either the 
military or naval service. 'Fhe term of service 
is limited to five years. During the first year, 
the con.scrij)t is exercised for a fortnight, but not 
subsecjuently, 1 believe, unless called out on active 
service. 

The Bevahring amount to between fifty and 
sixty thousand men, and are divided into five 
classes, 'fhey are armed and clothed by the 
Government. In time of war, they are drafted 
into the Indelta ; invariably, however, into their 
respective provincial regiments. This species of 
force is disposable at the King’s pleasure, and, in 
the event of hostilities, can be sent out of the 
country. 
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From what I have stilted, it will be seen that, 
though the regular army amounts to only twelve 
thousand men, the King of Sweden, in the event 
of war, has upwards of one hundred tliousund 
muskets at his disposal. This is a force which, if 
ably commandeil, and entrenched in the fastnesses 
of the Scandinavian forests, might almost set the 
world in arms at defiance. 

The Swedish Navy consists of -Sliips of the 
Line, 10 ; Frigates, l.‘l ; Brigs, Cutters, We. 1‘); 
(lalleys, 28; Bomb Ketches, 10; Howitzers, 10; 
(i un-boats, .‘12.5; Sundries, 1 02. • OHicers and 
men: — Admiral, 1; Vice-Admirals, 2; Bear- 
Admirals, 4 ; Commanders, 24 ; Captains, 10 ; 
1st and 2nd Lieutenants, 170 ; Chaidains, 10; 
Surgeons, 21 ; Boatmen, 8121 ; Seamen, 14,824. 
—Total 2.3,20.5. 

Huring my stay in Stockholm, 1 was favoured 
with a visit from Mr. (ireiff, whose name 1 havt* 
so often brought before -the reader. 1'his gcntle- 
■man, who is one of the oldest and best sjiortsmen 
in Sweden, took a very ))roniinent part on the 
Occasion of thejiolitical convulsions which agitated 
that country some years ago. Ho indeed it was 
that seized the person of tiie ex-King (iustavus, 
in which act the monarch slightly wounded him 
with a sword, which he then held in his hand. 
Mr. Greiff, who is a man of herculean strength, 
wrested this weapon from his sovereign ; when. 
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taking hfm up in his anns like a child, he con- 
veyed him to a place of security. By thus peril- 
ing his life, Mr. GreiflF was perhaps a principal 
means of bringing about a bloodless revolution. 
His services on that occasion were not forgotten, 
he having been subsequently honoured with many 
marks of distinction. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Winter Woll'-skalls. 

W oiIe-skam.s arc not unfrtxiueiit during tlie 
winter, in^tlie vicinity of Stockholm. These, as 
I have said, are conducted at that period of the 
year in a very different inantier to wliat is usual 
in the summer-time. 1 had hoped to have been 
a spectator on one of these occasions, but unfor- 
tunately no chasse took place during my sbiy in 
the capital. 

The annexed plan represents a skall-plats, or 
hunting-place for wolves, situated at less than 
four miles from Stockholm. This was an area 
marked out in the forest by a pathway of about 
four paces in width. It was in the form, as may 
be seen, of a sugar-loaf, and two thousand four 
hundred fathoms, or four thousand eight hundred 
yards, in circumference. In tlic centre of the 
area, the lure, or carrion, to attract the wolves,* 

* The better to attain this object, people are prohibitetij, un- 
der certain penalties, from exposing carrion of any kind within 
twenty-one miles of a »kall-plat8, simil.tr to that of which I speak. 
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was deposited ; at its upper end are five skreens, 
or lodges ; these are intended for the accommoda- 
tion of the sportsmen when a skall takes place ; 
that in the centre is reserved for the use of such 
parts of the royal family as may think proper to 
participate in the amusement. 

As soon as the snow falls, this skall-plats is 
watched both night and day by persons ap])ointed 
for the purpose. When therefore it is discovered 
by the tracks that a sufficient number of wolves 
are congregated at tlie carrion, a singular expe- 
dient is adopted to prevent those animals again 
retreating from the area. 

This is effected by extending a piece, or rather 
many pieces of canvass (.lagttyg), on polos pre- 
viously driven into the ground for the purpose, 
around the whole skall-plats. On this are painted, 
in very glaring colours, the heads of men, animals, 
&CC. If the woh'cs be once surrounded by Jthis 
artificial, barrier, it is said that the hideous figures, 
tluis dangling in the wind, usually deter those 
animals from leaving the j)lace. 

As every thing is in readiness on the spot, this 
operation ought not to occupy more than two 
hours : when it is completed, information is sent 
off to the authorities, and the requisite number of 
people to form the cordon is instantly ordered 
out. 

When the men are assembled, a line of circum- 
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vallation is at once formed about the area. The 
nets are now set up around the smaller end of 
the skall-plats ; these may be about seven feet in 
height, and may extend for one thousand or one 
thousand five hundred paces in length. The 
people at this point remain stationary, wliilst 
those who are placed at the broader extremity of 
the figure advance upon their comrades. The 
transverse lines marked upon the druAving re- 
present pathways cut through tlic trees. Oji 
rearching these, the driving division halts and 
rectifies disorders. Thus the wolves, or t)ther 
wild beasts, are gradually forced towards the 
skreens, or lodges, wliere they are of course rea- 
dily slaughtered. 

The above plan of killing wolves in the win- 
ter season is adopted in many parts of Sweden. 

Mr. Creilf has treated rather fully uj)on the 
several ways in which wolves may bo destroyed. 

I subjoin a few of that gentleman’s observations 
regarding the wintcr-skalls. 

“ The inducement to form a place of lure must 
be derived from the reports which come in to the 
governor from the country, of the damage done 
by wild beasts during the summer. 

“ When the Ofwer-.Jagmastare, or head forest- 
ranger, has received intelligence on the preceding 
point, he examines the woods in those tracts 
where the wolves have done most damage, and 
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have probably whelped, and makes choice of the 
most suitable spot on which a place of lure can 
be formed. 

“ A suitable spot means one which is covered 
with a tolerably thick wood of large trees, es- 
pecially spruce, where tlie ground is undulating, 
and which contains fens and mosses ; and of such 
great extent, that the pathway (Skallgatan) does 
not pass over fields or plains winch prevent the 
tracing of the animals, after a fall of snow, or 
sleet. The wood must be left quiet from passen- 
gers, or woodsmen, during the time of hunting, 
or, in other words, the winter season ; and should 
be situated near the centre of the parish, who.se 
])casants arc to form the skall. A cottage should 
be near the place, that the under-huntsmen may 
find quarters, and luive opportunity to call up 
in haste the men employed to fasten on the 
•Jagttyg or hunting-cloth, by which the daily 
watch of a whole division of the country for this 
purpose will be avoided. • • 

“ The hewing down of trees, for the purpose 
of forming the skall-plats, or place of lure, should 
take place in the month of August or September, 
when the assistance of the .authorities must be 
required. If the wood is not of the thickest and 
heaviest kind, the skall-])lats should be ready in 
two or three days, with thirty to forty labourers 

t 

per day.” 

Mr. Greiff then describes the manner in which 
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the skall-plats is to be prepared; but as the 
particulars would probably prove little interest- 
ing to the reader, I have thought it best to omit 
them. 

Mr. Greiff goes on to say : “ When the skall- 
plats is ready, it must be kept undisturbed* by 
the woodsmen from all noise. 

“ In the month of October, when the peasants 
begin to kill their worn-out horses, the head-ran- 
ger gives them intimation that they shall, in con- 
formity to orders from autliority, transport tliein 
to the hunting or lure-place, and give the neces- 
sary instructions for their skinning, and also that 
a huntsman is at hand to direct that the carrion 
should be laid in the proper place. 

“ As soon as the ground is frozen, tlie hunting- 
cloths are brought out, which must be smootlied 
well down and beaten with fir branches, so that 
all shairbe in order for the first falling snow ; for 
the hunts which can be formed by the traces on 
the first snow, or before Cliristmas, are the surest. 

“ Two huntsmen must be ordered to keep 
watch at the skall-plats, the day on which the 
snow has fallen ; and they should go round it 
three times a-day, morning and evening, and once 

* For the better furtherance of this object, as is the case with 
our decoys in England, people are prohibited under certain fines 
fiom sporting within about two miles of the skall-plats, during 
that period of the year when ihc'carrion is exposed, and of 
which due notice is given. 
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during the night with a lantern of tin, made so 
that it only throws light from the bottom ; the 
marks of the animals going in and out are to be 
carefully noted each time, and written down in a 
journal, and whether they follow each other in 
numbers, or go singly. 

“ An experienced huntsman will soon discover 
at what time the animals visit the carrion ; the 
8tli, 11 til, and 14tli day is usually the period, 
after tliey have once eaten of it. It happens that 
wolves, early in winter, get into the skall-plats 
and lie there several days, without their traces 
being discovered ; and on such occasions it is ne- 
ccs.sary to drive them gently out again, in order 
to ascertain their number. 

“ ICacli time of going round the area, every 
track is to be swejit out with a long brinim ; and 
if the huntsman at any time have occasion to step 
out of the jiathway (Skallgatan), the marks should 
be immediately swept out. Birds of prey, such 
as ravens and crows, must not be frightened awa*/, 
because they entice the wild beasts by their cries, 
and give them contidenec. * 

“ The huntsmen examine each his side -of tlie 
skall-plats : should it be found, when they meet, 
that traces of animals having entered, are suffi- 
ciently iiiunerous to fasten up the hunting-cloths, 
the men for that purpose are called out imme- 
diately, and the fastening is to be executed with 
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all possible expedition, and the whole ought to be 
finished within two hours. 

“ The fastening ought to commence either at 
the top or at the bottom of the skall-plats, where 
two rolls of cloth should be lying ready : one man 
unloosens the roll — the other cames the pole on 
which it is wound:— they advance along the line, 
unwinding as they go. The roll should be wound 
round the pole, so that it unwinds correctly and 
easily. A third man fastens the cloth round the 
end of each stake. When the hunting-cloth is 
fastened up, the men so employed return each 
along his allotted distance, and rectifies what he 
finds amiss : the pieces of cloth ought to hang 
three feet from the ground. The huntsmen then 
reconnoitre the skall-plats, to ascertain whether 
the animals have escaped during the fastening ; 
if that be the case, the hunting-cloths are imme- 
diately taken down, wound up, and laid in their 
places. 

* “ When it is found tliat the animals are enclosed, 
messengers, who ought to be always in readiness, 
should be immediately despatched, to apprize the 
people’ of the time of assembling for the hunt, and 
of the number required, according to the size of 
the skall-plats, reckoning eight, and at the utmost 
ten, hunting paces between each person.* 

“ From the moment it is ascertained that the 
animals are enclosed, and until the hunt takes 
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place, the utmost silence should be observed at 
' and about the skall-plats, 

“ When the people are assembled, and the num- 
bers communicated to the head-ranger, they are 
to .advance silently to the skall-plats: they are to 
be formed in two divisions, cither at the top or at 
the bottom. A huntsman goes before each divi- 
sion, and a huntsman after. They place each pea- 
sant in his proper situation, and inform him what 
he is to attend to, namely, to stand on the outside 
of the hunting-cloths ; to remain silent; and not 
to go from his post : but if the animals show 
themselves, he is to shake and strike against the 
cloths with his hunting-staff or spear. 

“ The skalfogdar, or subordinate ofliccrs of the 
hunt, are to be chosen from trusty people, who 
are aecpiainted with the locality ; soldiers are pre- 
ferable: these, together with the superfluous hunts- 
men, arc to be distributed among the body which 
is to .advance, and should, for the prc.servation of 
better order, be distinguished by some badge. « 

“ Should there be any of the Royal Family 
present, the head-ranger himself should advance 
in the centre ; otherwise, a trusty huntsman, who 
should preserve a steady pace in his advance. 

“ The driving division ought to advance slowly, 
l)ecause too much haste brings the people sooner 
into disorder. The movement ought to be effect- 
ed without shots or cries ; only they are to strike 
the trees with their hunting-poles, and examine 
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carefully if any animal has hidden hiinsell', or lies 
dead. 

“ When the people have advanced to the farthest 
point, the wild animals which have been shot are 
to be conveyed to the King’s skreen. 

“ No other than good marksmen shall be allowed 
to carry a gun.” 

Mr. GreifT has given some faithcr directions 
regarding the manner in which the wolf-skalls is 
to be organized and conducted ; but, as they arc 
of a something similar nature to those I have 
made mention of when sj)eaking of bear-skalls. I 
have not thought it necessary to insert them. 

During my stay at Stockholm, I visited the 
skall-plats of which I am speaking ; — this was 
along with Mr, Arenius, the head-ranger of the 
district, who was so obliging as to ex])lain the 
nature and purport of every thing. 

On tliis occasion, I was in company with Count 
Charles Frederick Piper, a Swedish nobleman of 
high rank. The Count held the appointment of 
Porste llq/jaffmdstare, which may bo rendered in 
French, (for in Knglish I know of no equivalent,) 
Grand Veneur de lacour. As this is the second 
office in the gift of the Swedish Crown, in regard 
to the forests, I was of course at head-quarters 
for sporting information. To this accomplished 
nobleman I am under the greatest obligations, 
as well for his attentions w'hilst I remained at 
Stockholm, as at an after period, when I partook 
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of the hospitalities of his princely residence at 
•Ldfstad. 

At this time, the ground was covered with 
snow to the depth of six or eight inches ; there 
were then, as we sa^y by their tracks, one, if not 
two wolves feeding upon the carrion. As there 
were more of those animals, however, known to 
be in the vicinity, which, it was daily expected, 
might follow the example of their comrades, — 
and as ‘it was contrary to rule to call out the 
people, unless a greater number were within the 
skall-plats, Mr. Arenius did not feel himself jus- 
tified in taking this step, which he much regretted, 
as he was very anxious to gratify my curiosity, in 
witnessing the destruction of some of these perni- 
cious beasts. Tiiough no chasse took place whilst 
I remained in the capital, in the commencement 
of the following April, five wolves were one day 
slaughtered in this very skall-plats. 

Very considerable numbers of those animals are 
sometimes killed in the winter-skalls : I hav2 
heard of as many as fifteen being shot in a day. 
On these occasions, wolves never, I believe, turn 
upon their assailants ; but, when they find escape 
impossible, they generally skulk, and endeavour 
to hide themselves. Mr. Greiif says, they do not 
attempt to leap over the nets, but always endea- 
vour to creep under them. 

No one is allowed to use balls at a wolf-skall, 
for fear of accidents ; these animals are therefore 
destroyed with large shot. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


Journey from Stockholm to Wermelancl ; thence to Warniis. — 
Wolves. — Snow-Skates. — Skarbogar. 

Ox the evening of the 8th of February, I took 
my departure from Stockholm, during a slight 
fall of snow, and set off on my way to Wcrme- 
land. 

Whilst I staid in that place, I received much 
hospitality from several of my countrymen, as well 
as others. This was more particularly the case, as 
regarded the Honourable John Bloomfield, who, in 
the absence of hi.s noble father, was then acting as 
owr representative at tlje Swedish court. To Ge- 
neral Count Suchtelen, the Russian Ambassador, 
I was also under many obligations. 

On this occasion, I took the road which runs to 
the southward of the Miilarn ; as, from previous 
inquiries, I had ascertained the sledging was 
much better in that part of the country than by 
the northern route, by which I had proceeded 
to Stockholm. The distance, besides, was nearly 
equal. 

VOL. n. . « 
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Though I had no forebud in this instance, I was 
•fortunate enough to find horses in readiness at the 
different stations ; and the roads being in good or- 
der, I got on pretty rapidly. By about two o’clock 
on the succeeding day, having then accomplished 
upwards of a hundred miles, I reached Arboga, 
the town of which I have made mention. I of 
course saw little of the scenery on this occasion, 
my journey having been principally made in the 
night-time ; but I should think the country was of 
too level a character to be particularly interesting. 

I dined at Arboga, and from thence I retraced 
the route by which I had proceeded from Werme- 
land. Without making a single halt, other than 
such as were absolutely necessary, I now pushed 
on at once for Lapp-cottage. 

As we advanced to the northward, however, 
and particularly after leaving Philipstad, our 
course was much impeded by the snow which 
had recently fallen. Though in the vicinity of 
Stockholm there were hardly more than a fesw 
inches, the ground in this part of the country was 
covered with it to the depth of two feet or more. 

The ice besides, on the several lakes which lay 
in our route between Philipstad and Sunnemo, 
were now in a bad, if not dangerous state. This 
is generally the case after a deep fall of snow, and 
more particularly if the weather should be at all 
mild. The weight of that covering seems to assist 
the operation of the air confined beneath the sur- 
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face of the ice ; for an unusual number of wind- 
vaks now make their appearance. Independently 
of the danger of falling into these holes, partially- 
concealed as they are by the snow, so much water 
exudes from them, as often to take a man half way 
up the leg. The quantity of snow above prevents 
this from congealing, and consequently it remains 
in a liquid state on the surface of the lake, or 
river, for a long while. ^ 

Though the ice, generally, was at this period 
more than two feet thick, there were several of 
these windvacks on the very track that we were 
pursuing, and in consequence we were obliged to 
make considerable detours to avoid them. 

Though I made the most expedition I was 
able, for the above reasons, it was eight o’clock in 
the evening of the second day, after leaving Stock- 
holm, before I readied my quarters. I had pass- 
ed forty-eight hours in my sledge; but, from 
being well protected with clothing, I suffered lit- 
tle inconvenience from the cold. 

Here I found that Elg, agreeably to my direc- 
tions, had preceded me by a few hours ; but it was 
with regret that I learnt from him that he had 
been unable to get a bear on foot during my ab- 
sence. This whs little to be wondered at, as imme- 
diately after my departure for Stockholm, so great 
a quantity of snow had fallen in Wermeland, that 
it was not easy to explore the forest : indepen- 
dently of the view being obstructed, the snow was 



228 JOURNEY TO WABNAS. 

in so loose a state, that neither man nor dog could 
move with any thing like facility. 

He informed me, however, that a bear was re- 
ported to be ringed near to Malung in Dalecarlia ; 
and two others, though at some distance apart, in 
the vicinity of Granberg, a hamlet situated at near 
fifty miles to the north-east of my quarters. 

Though we had not much reason to believe any 
of these bears were actually encircled, we deter- 
mined, 'pour passer le temps, to reconnoitre the 
rings forthwith. 

On the evening of Wednesday, the 13th of 
April, I therefore dispatched Elg with the dogs 
and baggage-sledge to Warniis, a village situated 
on the eastern bank of the Klar, at about thirty- 
five miles to the northward of my ([uarters ; this 
was about ten miles distance from (Jranberg. 

On the following morning, the 14th, a little Ix;- 
fore nine o’clock, when the quicksilver was six- 
teen degrees below zero, I followed myself in the 
same direction. . , 

Both the track by land, and the ice on the Klar, 
along the bed of which river we kept for a very 
considerable part of the way, were now iji excel- 
lent order for sledging, and I therefore got on as 
expeditiously as 1 could wish ; the faster proba- 
bly, as, from the coldness of the temperature, the 
peasants, for their own sakes, felt little inclined to 
loiter on the way. 
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At Fastnas, the last post-station, where I pro- 
cured a fresh horse, the people were complaining 
of the ravages of the wolves. A drove of those 
ferocious beasts, indeed, had destroyed and de- 
voured, during the preceding night, a dog tliat 
was chained immediately near to the house : we 
saw their tracks in the little enclosure, or rather 
court-yard, in front of the building. 

At Warnils also, where I arrived at about three 
o’clock in the afternoon, and where my people 
had preceded me by several hours, the wolves had 
been very troublesome during the winter. But 
the inhabitants of that hamlet had fortunately 
succeeded in destroying one of those animals in a 
pitfall, either on that or the preceding day. We 
saw his skin extended to dry. 

The distance from Wanuis to Granberg was 
about ten miles ; but, owing to the track through 
the forest being entirely blocked up by the great 
(juantity of snow that had recently fallen, and the 
evening being advanced, we were unable to pro- 
cure a horse and sledge to convey us, or rather 
our baggage, to that place. As we were anxious, 
nevertheless, to reach it as soon as possible, we 
determined on taking only those things along 
with us of which we stood absolutely in need, 
and on forthwith setting off on foot. * 

The forest was, at this time, smothered with 
snow, the ground being covered with it to the 
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depth of from three to four foet. From this 
cause we were necessitated to make use of our 
skidor, or snow-skates. 

These are depicted in the annexed woodcut ; 
also a pair of sharhogar, of which I shall presently 
have occasion to make mention, and a bear-skin. 
I have introduced the latter, to show the manner 
in which the skin is usually taken from the bear 
in Scandinavia. 



Snow-skates are, it is w^l known, very com- 
monly n\ade use of, during the ^yinter season, in 
the Northern parts of Europe : when a person 
is conversant with them, nothing can answer the 
required pui*pose better. 
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The form of the skidor, though materially the 
same, varies a little in different countries, or even 
in districts. 

In the parts of Scandinavia of which I now 
speak, the skida for the left foot was usually from 
nine to eleven, or even twelve feet in length ; 
whilst that for the right seldom exceeded six or 
seven. This inequality of length was to enable 
a person to wheel about, in a manner which it is 
difficult to describe in writing, with greater fa- 
cility; as well as that, when in broken or bqd 
ground, he might lean the whole of his weight, 
if necessary, upon the shorter skate, which was 
constructed of stouter materials. The breadth of 
these skidor was between two and three inches. 

In parts of I^apland, Finland, and Norway, 
again, those skidor that I have seen were much 
broader than the above ; and they were also of an 
equal length, which seldom exceeded six or seven 
feet. 

The foremost ends of all skidor are considerably 
turned up, to enable a person to avoid any little 
impediment with which he may happen to come 
in contact : they are fastened to the foot with 
withes, or with leathern straps, in so simple a 
manner, that a minute, or less, will suffice either 
to put them on or take them off : a .pair may 
weigh from ten to fifteen pounds. The weight, 
however, is of the less consequence, &s it rarely 
happens that one is necessitated to carry them. 
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In Wermeland and the adjacent parts, the 
‘skida for the left foot was always constructed of 
fir ; that for the right, which was the shorter and 
stouter, of some tougher wood. 

In very mountainous districts, the under part 
of the skidor is sometimes covered, either wholly 
or in part, with seal-skin : this, in a great degree, 
prevents a person from making a retrograde move- 
ment when ascending a steep acclivity. 

In running, as it is termed, upon skidor, unless 
tjie snow is in an unfavourable state, they are 
never lifted from the ground ; the motion is of a 
gliding nature, and, excepting as regards rapidity, 
something similar to that of the skate in common 
use with us in England. 

In some instances, a person carries a single staff’ 
in his hand ; in others, one in each hand : these 
serve to impel him forward, and also to retard 
his progress, which he effects by pressing the 
stick upon the snow, when too rapidly descend- 
ing a declivity. 

To use snow-skates, where the ground is pretty 
level, and free from obstructions, is not a veVy 
difficult acquirement ; but to run upon them 
with facility in a deeply-wooded and mountain- 
ous country, thickly studded with fragments of 
rock, prostrate trees, &c. of the nature, in short, 
of the Dalecarlian and Wermeland forests, re- 
quires imnfense practice. 

When in my noviciate, I not unfrequently re- 
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ceived one or two hundred tumbles in the course 
of the day ; sometimes, besides, I came with such 
violence against the trees, that I used to think I 
should be dashed to pieces, or that they would 
be uprooted ; but by dint of continued practice, 
the fatigue at first being excessive, I at last ma- 
naged to get along moderately well. 

When I first saw skidor brought into real play, 
though this, it is true, was by people who were 
among the first runners in Scandinavia, I was as- 
tonished and delighted with the skill and address 
with which these apparently unwieldy machines 
were n)anaged. 

It was on the descent of a lofty and precipitous 
hill, and when the men were going at a great 
pace : at times they were stooping nearly double, 
to avoid the overhanging branches ; at others, 
they were swerving their bodies to the one side, 
to save their guns, which were slung across their 
shoulders, from being injured by the trees ; and 
at almost every instant they were shifting their 
legs, so as to give their skidor such a direction as 
would enable them to avoid roots, stones, and 
other impediments. 

From the length, &:c. of the skidor, one might 
suppose a person would be continually breaking 
them; this, it is true, does occjisionally, happen, 
particularly to people when they are in their no- 
viciate ; the same pair, however, often lasts a man 
several years. 
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I have heard and read much of the wonderful 
’rate at which a man may proceed upon skidor ; 
but, I think, not a little misapprehension exists 
on that subject : it is true, if the ground be fall- 
ing, and the snow in good order, he may go at 
almost any pace he pleases ; but then it must be 
taken into consideration, that he has hills to con- 
tend with, and that, if these be at all precipitous, 
he is often obliged to proceed in a zig-zag direc- 
tion : much time is therefore necessarily lost, be- 
fore he can surmount them. 

Almost every thing depends upon the state of 
the snow, and the nature of the country. If the 
former be sufficiently hard to bear, or even par- 
tially to support the skidor, and the latter flat, 
or only gently undulated, and pretty clear of ob- 
structions, a good runner may certainly, for a 
while, accomplish six or seven miles within the 
hour ; or should it be only for a short distance, 
perhaps very considerably more. If, on the con- 
trary, the snow should be ‘loose, which is moft 
frequently the case in the Northern forests, and 
the skidor, in consequence, sink deep into it, ahd 
that the country be mountainous, thickly wooded, 
and full of rocks, dead timber, and other impedi- 
ments, a person’s pace is a most sorry one. 

With every advantage, a man. on skidor does 
not usually proceed at a much greater rate than 
a fast walker. 

I feel incompetent to hazard an opinion as to 
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the distance, supposing the snow to be in good 
order, the line of country favourable, &c. that a 
man might run in the course of a day, upon 
skidor. But as the feet and ankles rarely suffer 
much inconvenience from the use of these imple- 
ments, and as the lungs are not brought much 
into play, I should imagine fully more might be 
accomplished than by a person on foot. 

I never, in my best days, was a good pedes- 
trian,— so little of one indeed, that, let the emer- 
gency have been ever so great, I much doubt 
whether, by walking or running, I could have 
got over fifty miles in less than thirteen or four- 
teen successive hours. I think, however, that on 
skidor, supposing I had any particular object in 
view, I could perform that distance in consider- 
ably less time. When I come, therefore, to con-- 
trast my own pedestrian performances with those 
of others, I can readily imagine that men may 
be found who could perform fifty miles in seven 
O’* eight hours, and not impossibly a hundred in 
double that space of time. 

As I have never made use of the American 
snow-shoes, it would be idle of me to make a 
comparison between them and the snow-skate 
common to the North of Europe. 

The weight of the American snow-shoe is very 
trifling as compared with that of the skate, which 
is an immense advantage in the event of a per- 
son being obliged to carry 'them any considmble 
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distance. It is, besides, very probable that the 
shoe may answer better than the skate, if the 
snow be in a loose state. But leaving these two 
points out of the question, I apprehend the skate 
common to Scandinavia is immeasurably superior 
to the American snow-shoe. 

If the skate be properly put on, it never in- 
jures, in the slightest degree, the feet or ankles. 
Hear what Captain Franklin, the celebrated 
Arctic traveller, when speaking of the snow-shoe, 
says on that subject. 

“ The sufferings on these occasions can be but 
faintly imagined by a person who thinks upon the 
inconvenience of marching with a weight of be- 
tween two or three pounds constantly attached 
to galled feet and swelled ankles. Perseverance 
and practice only will enable the novice to sur- 
mount this pain.” 

Again. — “ The miseries endured during the 
first journey of this nature are so great, that no- 
thing could induce the sufferer to take a second, 
whilst under the influence of present pain. He 
feels his frame weighed with insurmountable 
pressure ; he drags a galling and stubborn weight 
at his feet, and his track is marked with blood. 
The dazzling scene around him affords no rest to 
his eye-^no object to divert his^ attention from 
his own agonizing sensations. When he sleeps, 
half his body seems dead, till quickened into feel- 
ing by the irritation of his sores.” 
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In the vicinity of Ijapp-cottage, skidor were 
little used, and, in consequence, fe^v people there- 
abouts could go even tolerably well with them. 
Farther to the southward, they were almost 
unknown.. In the more northern districts of 
Wermeland, however, and particidarly among 
the descendants of the Fins, there were many 
who could run capitally upon them. 

As a substitute for skidor, when the snow was 
deep, the peasants usually provided themselves, 
when in the forest, with skarhogar, which are re- 
presented at ])age 230. These are frames of wicker- 
work, of a roundish, or rather oval shape, about 
fifteen inches in length, and twelve in breadth ; 
but, independently of their very insiifliciently an- 
swering the purpose for which they are required, 
owing to their very imperfect construction, they 
are continually liable to get out of order. But 
skarbogar are possessed of this advantage, that 
. they are easily made, and as easily repaired. 

I have occasionally seen horses provided with 
skarbogar in Dalecarlia. Tliese consist of circular 
iron rings, of about ten or twelve inches in dia- 
meter, across which are several transverse bars of 
the same metal : they are fastened to the fetlock 
with leathern or other thongs: thus equipped, 
those anim als necessarily straddle a little in their 
gait ; but they are then enabled to traver.se the 
forest in all directions, let the snow be ever so 
deep. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Journey to Granberg. — Mattias Mattsson. — Warm rooms. — 
Beating the ring. — Night bivouac. 

As neither Elg nor myself were conversant 
with the particular track we were about to pursue 
to Granberg, we were now necessitated to take a 
guide along with us. We had to wait for the 
man, however, upwards of two hours, that he 
might make, as he said, some needful preparations. 
From this cause, it was six o’clock in the evening 
before we left Warniis. It was now dark ; and 
as we had no moon, and the route waa a most 
sorry one, we had not a yery comfortable time 
of it. 

To add to the evil, whilst we were waiting for 
our companion at W arniis, he had been indulging 
in too liberal potations of brandy : though tolera- 
bly sober when we set off, he had not proceeded 
half the distance, before he became top-heavy, 
and was rolling about like a ninepin. At last, 
in short, he came down altogether. Here we 
should certainly have left him, for the liquor to 
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have evaporated, had we known tlie way to Gran- 
berg ; but that not being the case, we could not 
well do without his assistance. 

We were therefore necessitated to rouse him 
from his lethargy, (for to proceed of his own accord 
he was either unwilling or unable,) and almost to 
drive him before us. This caused not a little 
delay ; so that, though the distance could easily 
have been performed in three hours by daylight, 
what with the darkness, and the fellow’s drunken- 
ness, it took us more tlian twice that time, and 
until two o’clock on the following morning, be- 
fore we arrived at the end of our journey. 

When we reached Granberg, a small Finnish 
hamlet, consisting of three families, situated in 
the province of Dalecarlia, and in the solitudes of 
the forest, we took up our quarters with a j)easant 
named Mattias Mattsson, the same who, rumour 
said, had ringed the bear. 

This man was a son of the individual of whom 
l„have spoken, that distinguished himself by the 
successful pursuit of bears during the summer 
season ; but he himself was not much of a 
chasseur. 

Our host did not appear to be in very flourish- 
ing circumstances ; he had no want, however, 
of the necessaries of life, — there being abundance 
of wholesome though coarse bread, milk, cheese, 
potatoes, &c. in the house. 

My lodgings, on this occasion, were noqe of the 
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best ; for there was only a single room, habitable 
■ at that period of the year, for the accommodation 
as well of the peasant’s family, as of our party. 
This apartment was, fortunately, a pretty large 
one, so that the air was not quite so pestilential as 
IS too often the case in the houses of the pea- 
santry ; but as I was tired, I quickly caused a 
bed of sweet hay to be prepared in one corner of 
the room, and as far removed as possible from 
the more habitable parts of it, that I might the 
better escape the vermin, &:c. ; here I managed 
to get two or three hours of tolerable repose. 

My people fared better than myself : they 
shook down a truss or two of straw in a circular 
form around the fire; towards this they then 
placed their feet, and with their knapsacks for 
])illows, they thus had a most luxurious couch. 
If there are not beds to accommodate wayfaring 
persons, this is the plan universally adopted dur- 
ing the winter season, in the northern parts of 
Scandinavia. 

It might be supposed that people thus lying 
without any other covering than their clotltes 
would suffer much from the cold during the night 
season ; but this is not usually the case, as tlie 
apartments of the peasantry are generally very 
warm. The houses of the Fins, or rather their 

t 

descendants, that one meets with in the Werme- 
land and adjacent forests, are, indeed, often heated 
to that tdegree that one would be glad to sleep 
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not only witliout a coverlid, but without any 
clothes at all. 1 remember once, when the cold* 
was intense out of doors, exposing my thermome- 
ter in the coolest part of a Finnish room, when 
the quicksilver rose to ninety of Fahrenheit. 

It seems extraordinary that the human frame 
should be capable of withstanding such extremes 
of beat and cold : — one moment to be within the 
Tropics, and the next in the Arctic regiotis. No 
]>eople in the world, however, are more" hardy 
than the Fins. 

lletween eight and nine o’clock, we left our 
homely couch, and after partaking of a hearty 
breakfast, we set out for our host’s ring, which 
was situated about five miles to the north-west 
of Granberg ; but we laid no reason to be at all 
sanguine of success, as at the time the man en- 
circled, as be imagined, the bear, there was little 
snow on the ground in places, and it was there- 
fore not improbable the beast had, un perceived, 
betaken himself to another ])art of the country. 

'Phe snow at this time was, as 1 have observed, 
from three to four feet in depth, and so loose that 
our skidor sank considerably at every step ; and we 
in consequence had to plough our way through 
it. To make the operation the more easy, wo 
each of us, by tprns, led the way ; and thus those 
that came after, found an easy and weM beaten 
track. When the snow is in the state I am de- 
scribing, and there be two* or three in ckmpany, 

VOI:. II. 11 
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this is a common practice in the Northern forests. 
'From this cause, our progress was very slow, so 
that it was past twelve o’clock before we reached 
the southern extremity of the ring. This was of 
no very considerable extent ; possibly not more 
than three miles in circumference. 

' There were four of us in company, though 
only Elg and myself were armed with guns, 
when, after forming ourselves in line, we com- 
menced beating the ground in the usual manner. 
The snow was at this time hanging on the closer 
brakes in such masses, that it was hardly possible 
to see more than a pace or two in advance. 

But our endeavours to find the bear were un- 
successful ; and at nightfall, therefore, as part 
of the ring still remained unbeaten, and as the 
distance to Granberg was considerable, we de- 
termined on bivouacking in the forest. 

In the summer-time, as I have said, our fire for 
this pur])ose commonly consisted of only a few 
dried billets, which, as the weather at that season 
is usually mild, and the nights short, answered 
every necessary purpose ; but now, that the tem- 
perature was severe, and the nights long, this 
description of fire would not have been sufiicient 
to have protected us from the cold, unless it had 
been continually replenished and Ipoked after. If 
our party had been large, this might easily have 
been arrjtnged, by taking it in turns to keep watch ; 
but as tl^e contrarj’ was the case, and as we were 
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fatigued after the exertions we had gone through 
during the day, this would not have been a light 
task. W e adopted another plan therefore, com- 
mon in that part of Scandinavia, which in every 
respect answered the purpose infinitely better. 

In tlie first place, we looked out for a situation 
sheltered from the wind. W'^e then sought for a 
moderately-sized tree, that had so far undergone 
the process of decay as to be perfectly dry. It 
was necessary, nevertheless, that the trunk should 
be (piitc sound, which was easily a.scertained by 
striking it with the back of an axe ; as, had it 
been rotten, it would have been consumed too 
rapidly. A green tree would not liave answered 
the required purpose, as it would never have 
ignited properly. It was necessary, also, that the 
tree shoidd be a Scotch fir (tall) pinus .syloesiris, 
as the spruce (gran), pinus abk’fi, burns very 
indifferently. 

When we had met with such a tree as answered 
.our purpose, which \vas after the lapse of a few 
minutes, there being abundance that are suitable 
in the Northern forests, one or more of the peo- 
ple quickly levelled it with the ground. As it 
was in the act of falling, however, Ave took care 
to give it such a direction as Avas most suitable 
for our bivouap. 

We noAV chopped a log of about eiglit or ten 
feet in length from the thicker end of the tree ; 
this Ave then laid longitudinally along tl^e latter ; 
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but by means of two pieces of wood, of about 
the thickness of a man’s arm, placed transversely, 
we kept them a little apart from each other ; 
prior to elevating the log on to the prostrate 
tree, we jagged the edge of either of them that 
were to come in contact, that they might ignite 
the better. 

The uppermost log was without support ; to 
prevent it, therefore, from falling during the 
night, Which niiglit have been attended with very 
awkward results, a small pine, with its thinner 
end resting on the ground, was placed across it, at 
about an angle of forty-five ; the weight of this 
kept all steady, and guarded against the possi- 
bility of accident. To make assurance doubly 
sure, indeed, we sometimes fastened this tree, or 
stay, as a sailor w'^ould call it, in its proper position 
with a wooden pin. 

Whilst this was going on, one or more of the 
party was. occupied in removing and trampling 
down the snow on either side of the logs ; an^ 
in strewing the space thus in a manner cleared, 
with an abundance of pine branches, they placed 
others of these at the back of our bivouac, which 
served as well for pillows, as to protect us, in some 
degree, from the wind and weather. 

Bundles of lighted sticks were now introduced 
between die logs ; a space of two or three inches, 
as I havq. remarked, having been left for that pur- 
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pose, so that in the course of a short time, we had 
a most comfortable fire. 

Our knapsacks were now put in requisition ; 
and as our rifles liad produced us, on our way to 
the ring, a bird or two, we were enabled, though 
with very rude cookery, to enjoy a comfortable 
repast. On this, as on many similar occasions, I 
had a small coffee-pot along with me. I used to 
think a cup of that delicious beverage a greater 
luxury after exercise than the finest viands. 

V\'’hen our meal was finished, pipes were pro- 
duced, and as by this time the people were in 
some degree recovered from their fatigues, the 
laugh, the joke, the song, and the brandy-bottle, 
went round. 

The accompanying print will give a good 
idea of our bivouac on this as on similar ocai- 
sions. 

^\fter the lapse of an hour or two, when our 
drowsy eyelids told us it was bed-time, we re- 
clined on our couch, and resigned ourselves into 
the arms of Morpheus. 

When I first visited Scandinavia, I sometimes 
carried a light blanket when on any little expe- 
dition into the forest; but, from finding this a 
great incumbrance, and that I could manage very 
well without, it, I subsequently seldom took it 
along with me. On this particular occasion I 
little needed it, as the weather was moderate, the 
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quicksilver being only four or five degrees below 
-^aero. 

The night was very fine, and the stars shone 
with great brilliancy. In the Northern parts of 
Scandinavia, indeed, those luminaries and the 
moon oftentimes shine with so much lustre, that, 
together with the reflection from tlie snow, a 
person is enabled, even in the depth of winter, 
to read the smallest print at midnight. 

• Thougli it took us about an hour to prepare our 
quarters, when once completed, all trouble was at 
an end ; for, instead of having to watch and re- 
plenish the fire continually, as would have been 
the case if it had been got up in the common 
manner, from the thickness of the logs, ^nd the 
consequent slow action of the fire, the wood con- 
tinued burning, and even throwing out a great 
additional degree of heat during the wliole of the 
night. This was not the only advantage ; for, 
owing to the fire being a little elevated from the 
ground, an equal degree of, warmth was distri- 
buted over the wliole body. 

This plan of bivouacking was the most admi-' 
rable I ever saw ; for if the situation was shelter- 
ed, a person seldom suffers to any very serious 
extent from the cold. I speak this from some 
experience, as at different times I. have lain in 
the forest when the temperature has been rather 
severe. 

Wind, or a snow-storm, are the evils to be 
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dreaded ; for in such cases a person can only par- 
tially protect himself from the effects of either 
one or the other. 

After being very warm, I have felt the cold tt: 
some extent, when I have thus had to quarter 
on the snow. I remember once I was so mu^h 
heated after a severe chase, that when we got up 
a fire, soon after dark, my clothes were nearly as 
wet as if I had been in a pond ; so much so, in- 
deed, that in unhuttoning my coat, the back part 
of it immediately froze into a sheet of ice. The 
quicksilver was then twenty-two degrees below 
zero, or fifty-four beneath the point of congela- 
tion. I had, however, no other canopy for the 
night than the starry vault of heaven, and no 
other covering than my usual clothes. 

Though such a watch-fire, &c. as 1 have been 
describing, is got ready in less than an hour, it 
there be plenty of assistance, should there be only 
one person to prepare it, as was sometimes the 
.case, when I have Jjeen accompanied only by 
Elg, the operation usually occupied two hours oi 
more. 

The size of the tree depends upon the state ol 
the weather and the length of the night ; if the 
temperature be severe, and the night long, i 
thicker tree is of course required than if the coh 
trary be the case. 

But let the pine be of what dimensions it may 
a Northern forester soon levels it with the ground 
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Tlic address with which these men use their axes 
is very great. Indeed, Elg assured me he oiice 
felled forty-eight timber trees in the course of a 
short autumnal day. The pines in Scandinavia 
are usually hewn at about two feet from the 
ground. 

To proceed. — On the succeeding morning, we 
left our bivouac at sunrise, and proceeded to 
search tlie remainder of the ring ; but Ave were 
unable to find the bear, and therefore concluded 
he had never been encircled. 

The like ill-success attended us with the other 
rings of which 1 have spoken : indeed, though 
during the succeeding two or three Aveeks we 
beat various parts of the W ermeland and Dale- 
carlian forests, Ave Avere unable to get one of those 
beasts on foot. This being the case, and as we 
met with no occurrence of any particular interest, 
either of a sporting or otiier nature, I shall not 
enter into the details of our jjroceedings. 

In the course of our rambles in the wilderness, 
Ave fell in Avith several packs of capercali : the 
snoAv Avas at this time loose under foot, and hano-- 
ing in such masses in the trees, that the vision of 
the birds was obstructed ; from these causes, we 
Avere not unfrequently enabled to approach with- 
in range of, and to bring them down with our 
rifles. On one occasion, an old capercali cock 
that I shot lodged in the branches of an immense 
pine, so that it Avas not ‘until we had levelled the 
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tree with the ground, that we got jwssession of 
our prize. 

We also killed a few ripa ('I'etrao Ijagopus), 
of which there was a sprinkling throughout the 
forest. These birds have all the distinguishing 
characteristics of the grouse genus, viz. : — the bin 
is like a crooked cone; there is a naked scarlet 
skin aboW each eye ; and the legs are plumed. 

There are two species of ripa in Scandinavia, 
the fjiill ripa ('Fetrao Lagopus Alpina), inul the 
dal ripa (Tetrao I.iagopus Subalpina). Without 
entering into minute details, it may be desirable 
for me to say something of these birds.* 1 shall 
first speak of the former. 

In the summer season the predominant colours 
of the fjall ripa are speckled black, brown, or gray, 

* When speaking of the ripa, Mr. Nilsson, to whose writings 
I am indebled for many of the following observations, simply 
deiioipinates the respective kinds, as the Lagopus .Alpina, and 
tlu? I.agopus Subalpina, as.scrting that, both in regani to habits 
ijnd characteristics, this bird has as much right to be ranked as 
a separate genus as the partridge; and that Linnuais is deci- 
dedly incorrect in classing it as of the Tttrao genus. I take 
leave, however, to differ from the Professor, for, if my memory 
does not deceive me, the ripa certainly assimilates in all leading 
particulars to birds usually classed under the grouse genus, of 
which 1 myself have shot some thousands in the British Isles* 
The ripa besides, has on several occasions been scon at the kk, 
or playing-ground, of the black cock, and a connexion, as I 
shall presently show, has sometimes taken place between the 
two birds. With the knowledge of this fact, therefore, and en- 
tertaining the impression I have^just stated, I cannot but fol- 
low the beaten track, and class the ripa as of the Tetrao genus. 
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the shades varying very much, according to the 
season being more or less advanced ; there is, how- 
ever, a very great dissimilarity in the dress of the 
male and female ; the former being of a much 
darker colour than the latter. But in the winter 
time its plumage, with the exception of the tail 
feathers, which are at all times black, tipped with 
white, is entirely white. The length of the male 
is from thirteen to fourteen inches, and the breadth 
across the wings about twenty-four inches. 

Professor Nilsson considers the Scandinavian 
fjall ripa to be the same bird described by Fabius 
as common to Iceland. In regard to size and 
habits it nearly assimilates to our ptarmigans; 
but never having seen the latter in their sum- 
mer plumage, I am not prepared to pass a decided 
opinion on tlie subject. 

The fjall ripa is to be found in all the more 
northern parts of Scandinavia, as well on the con- 
tinent as on the adjacent islands. Their usual 
resort are the tjalls, or lofty mountains, as I have 
more than once said, whose summits are destitute 
of trees ; but during heavy snow-storms these 
birds not unfrequently fall down into the lower 
country. This has occasionally happened in some 
of the -Norwegian valleys, at which times they 
have been seen perched in such numbers in the 
birch-trees, that the latter seemed to be altogether 
clothed in white. 

Like several other birds of the grouse genus> 
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the fjall ripa pairs. The hen makes her nest 
among stones, or upon the stones themselves, and 
lays from ten to twelve eggs. Whilst she is sit- 
ting, the male is conshintly in the vicinity of the 
nest ; but as soon as the chicks are out of the 
shell, which is not until July, it is said he deserts 
both the mother and the brood, and, repairing to 
the higher part of the fjalls, he joins other males 
similarly circumstanced to himself. Thirty or 
forty cocks may thus occasionally be seen congre- 
gated together. At such times they are said to 
be much on their guard, and to be difficult of ap- 
proach. In the month of August, however, when 
the young are pretty well fledged, the old hen 
takes them likewise to the more elevated ranges, 
when the brood is once more joined by the cock. 
This separation, if true, is a singular circumstance. 

During the autumnal months, these single fa- 
milies of ripa roam alone over the fjalls ; but on 
the approach of winter they pack, and at that in- 
clement period they may often be seen assembled 
in very considerable numbers. These birds are 
less sby in still and warm weather, than during 
.storms of wind and snow ; they are also much 
more easy of approach when single, or in broods, 
than when they are packed. In hard blowing 
weather they are mostly to be found on the lee- 
ward side of the fjalls. 

In the summer-time, the fjall ripa feeds for the 
most part on leaves, flowers, and the seeds of 
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plants indigenous to the elevated region he fre- 
quents ; the young subsist principally on insects. 
In the winter-time, their food chiefly consists of 
seeds and buds. Its flesh is said to be inferior in 
flavour to that of the dal ripa. 

The fjiill rij)a flies with remarkable velocity ; 
even hawks, which are among the swiftest of birds, 
have not always the easiest task in catching them. 
On these occasions, indeed, instinct teaches the 
ripa to soar aloft so as to keep above his opponent, 
and he sometimes rises so high in the air, that 
both the hawk and himself are lost to the eye of 
the spectator. The hawk is said to commit dread- 
ful destruction among these birds. 

The dal ripa, independently of being somewhat 
larger than the fjiill ripa, differs in inany respects, 
as well in regard to plumage as habits, from that 
bird. During the summer, the neck and breast of 
the male is of a reddish brown ; the back dark 
brown ; the belly, the outer part of the wings, and 
legs, white. The female is beautifully speckled 
nearly all over the body, the predominant co- 
lours being black, brown, and gray ; the coverts of 
the wings and the legs whitish. As is the case 
with the fjall ripa, however, the colour of this bird 
varies much according to the season being more or 
less advanced. In winter, with the exception of 
the tail feathers, which, as with the Qall ripa, are 
at all times black, tipped with white, both male 
and female become (piite white. The length of 
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the male is from fifteen to fifteen and a half 
inches ; the breadth across the wings from twen- 
ty-five to twenty-six inches. The female is some- 
what smaller. 

The dal ripa is to be found in all the Northern 
parts of Scandinavia, as well on the mainland, as 
on the adjacent islands. I have reason to believe, 
that some few of those birds bred within less 
than twenty miles to the northw'ard of my (juar- 
ters, which were situated in about the fiOth ile- 
gree of latitude. In the summer season I never 
saw any in the vicinity of Lapp-cottage, though in 
the winter-time, as I have said, a few were to be 
met with thereabout. I imagine, however, thajc in 
Sweden at least, the ripa is not often seen, even 
during the latter period of the year, much far- 
ther to the southward, than the latitude I have 
just named. 

The usual resort of the fjall ripa is, as I have 
said, barren and lofty mountains, whose summits 
are destitute of trees; but the dal ripa, on the 
contrary, is only to be met with within the range 
of arborous vegetation. Though this bird is to 
be found all over the forest, his favourite resorts, 
particularly in the breeding season, would seem 
to be at a very considerable height on the sides of 
the Qalls. I^ven in that elevated region,* where 

* Mr. Nilsson divides the fjiill districts into four rei^ions, viz : 
1st, The Snow region, {llegio Nivalis,) extending from the sum- 
mits of the mountain to the verge df arthrous vegetation ; ~ 2nd, 
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only the dwarf willow, (Sw. Videhusken,) and the 
dwarf birch, (Sw.fjdU Igork. Lat, Betula Nana^) 
flourishes, he is frequently to be met with in the 
summer ; but he prefers the succeeding region, in 
which the white birch (Betula Abba) appears* 
‘and forms a coppice, or low wood. 

In the summer season the dal ripa feeds upon 
the leaves of various plants, such as the grass- wil- 
low, (Salice herhacea,) and several other kinds of 
willows, the blue-beny bush, (Vaccinium uligino- 
su7n,) and especially the seed-vessels and seeds of 
the knot-grass, or bread-wort, {Polygonum Kipipa- 
rum,) which latter is for that reason called in Nor- 
way rypegras, or ripa grass. In autumn and win- 
ter these birds live on buds and seeds, particu- 
larly those of the dwarf and common birch. In 
the spring, their food consists, for the most part, 
of the buds of the birch-tree. Their flesh 
is considered superior to that of the fjall ripa, 
though inferior to that of the hjerpe, or hazel- 
hen. 

The dal ripa is most commonly upon the 
ground, both during the day and night ; but it 
does happen, though denied by some ornitholo- 
gists, that it perches upon trees. In parts of 
Norway, indeed, it is said, that people are in the 

the Willow and Dwarf Birch region, {Salim and Betula Nam /) 
— Srd, The Pine region, {Regis pinetonm,) and lastly, the Cul- 
tivated region. Each of these regions, the learned Professor 
states, has its own peculiai; animals of the Mammalia family, 
birds and fish. 
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habit of shooting those birds in the night-season 
by torch-light, whilst roosting in the willows. 

With the exception of his belly, and the outer 
part of his wings being white, the male dal ripa, 
in the summer-season, much resembles the cock 
grouse in outward appearance. His size, besides, 
is about the same, and on taking wing, he cackles* 
in a very similar manner. Independently, how- 
ever, of dissimilarity in regard to plumage, which 
is the more striking in the winter; the fact of tiiis 
bird only being found in wooded districts, and of 
its perching in trees, distinctly marks it in my 
mind as a variety from the Tetrao Scot'ms, or red 
game, common to Great Britain. 

Though I have traversed Scandinavia in almost 
every direction, and though I have made many 
inquiries on the subject, I have never seen that 
bird, nor have I reason to believe he is to be 
found in that peninsula. It has been asserted by 
travellers, I am aware, that such is the fact ; but 
I am much inclined to. think that they have come 
to that conclusion, from seeing the male dal ripa 
in his summer plumage. 


* His cry on these occasions is errackack~kack-ah^kah» Wiicn 
he alights it is kavUuh-kavdugh. The Finlanilen peasants ima- 
gine they hear in this sound the word copek^ copek^ for which 
reason they jestingly call the ripa Copek, a coin, as it is well* 
known, in common circulation in Russia. Those of Guld- 
brandsdal, in Norway, suppose the ripa cries TH Kdrn, or 
catch the fellow; and those of Hajlingdal, that he says Kd bar 
dUf Kd bar dd, or what is it you carry ? 
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The dal ripa, like the fjiill ripa, pairs. The 
hen makes her nest under the shelter of a bush, 
or among heather, and lays from ten to twelve 
eggs. ^XHiilst she is sitting, the male constantly 
remains in the vicinity, and defends his mate in 
'the most courageous manner against the attacks 
of birds and beasts of jirey. Mr. Nilsson, indeed, 
.says, that he himself once saw the cock-bird en- 
tice a fox away from the nest, by his cries and ar- 
tifi( ;cs.' 'Fhe male also shows great regard for his 
olfspring, for instead of deserting the chicks im- 
mediately after tliey are hatched, as is said to be 
the case with the fjiill ripa, he keeps constantly" 
with the brood. 

Towards the approach of winter, the dal ripa, 
like the fjall ripa, commonly })aek, and during 
that season they may often be seen together in 
considerable numbers. 

The dal ripa. as I have just now stated in a 
note, breeds occasionally with the black game. 
The produce are called in Scandinavia liipp-or/ '’. 
These mules are very scarce — I never saw one ; 
but five specimen.s, all very nearly resembling 
each other, have been submitted to Mr. Nilsson’s 
inspection. A mere glance at them, the Professor 
observes, will at once convince a person that they 
are a combination of the ripa and the black-cock. 

The ripa is killed in Scandinavia by a variety 
of means.' Some are shot, but by far the greater 
part are taken in snares of vinious constructions. 
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It is said to be by no means unusual in the more 
northern parts of that peninsula, for a peasant to 
set five hundred or a thousand of the latter, for 
the capture of those birds. It is principally the 
dal ripa, however, that is thus taken. Numbers 
are of course caught, and as this is usually in the 
winter season, they are kept in a frozen state un- 
til the arrival of dealers, who make it a trade to 
purchase up game, for the supply of tlie Stock- 
holm, and other markets. They are sometimes 
conveyed as far as Copenhagen. In good yearsi 
it is said not to be unusual for a single dealer to 
purchase and dispose of fifty or sixty thou.sand 
ripas in the course of the season. 

As is the case with .several other birds common 
to Scandinavia, a good many ripa are killed at the 
period of incubation. By imitating the call of 
the hen at an early hour in the morning, it is not 
difficult to bring the cock within range of shot. 
It is said, indeed, that he has been actually known 
to perch on the back of the person who has thus 
enticed him. 

Though during our rambles at the time of 
which I speak, we occasionally fell in with the 
ripa in the very wilds of the forest, we more ge- 
nerally met with those birds in the vicinity of 
lakes and rivers, where they resorted at this pe- 
riod of the year for the sake of feeding upon the 
buds of the birch and willow, which trees abound 
most in such situations. But having other objects 
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in view at this time, I made no point of looking 
after them, or otherwise it is probable I might 
have met with very tolerable sport. Elg, indeed, 
assured me, that even in this deeply-wooded line 
pf country, he has picked up nine or ten of those 
birds with his rifle in a day. Hereabouts, how- 
ever, they were comparatively scarce, there being 
probably ten to one in the more northern parts of 
Scandinavia. This may be imagined from the 
statement of Captain llrooke, whb says, that in 
the parish of Koutokeino, in I..apland, alone, 
which, by the by, is of an enormous extent. 
Sixty thousand ripa were killed during the pre- 
ceding winter to his visiting that part of the 
country. The manner of ascertaining the num- 
ber was somewhat curious ; it was not from ac- 
tual calculation, but from the weight of their fea- 
tbers ; tlie covering of each ripa being supposed 
to w’eigh about one ounce. 

'riiough I never shot regularly upon the fjiills, 
or in their vicinity, in the autumn, from the num- 
ber of ripa that I have seen Avhilst traversing those 
wild tracts in the summer, I have no doubt but 
that admirable sjiort is obtainable. The country is 
so favourable for marking, and the cover in places 
so good, that with well-trained dogs, I can ima- 
gine a man who can hold his gun straight, might 
readily load a horse with those birds in the course 
of a day’s shooting.- In these desolate regions 
besides, plover of 'Several different kinds are very 
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abundant, and forty or fifty might easily bo 
bagged in a few hours. 

In the winter season, the best time to shoot the 
ripa, whether in the forest or in the tjalls, is imme- 
diately after a fall of snow. If a person then 
meets with his tracks, it is not difficult quickly to 
come up with him ; and one besides moves with so 
much silence, that he cannot hear one’s a])proach. 
This is not always the case at other times, for in- 
dependently of there often being a partial crust 
on the snow, the traces of that bird on the latter 
are frequently so numerous, that it roqxiires the 
eye of an experienced sportsman to make out the 
proper one with any thing like facility. 

To proceed. — At one time we visited Making. 
On our way to this place we crossed, on our ski- 
dor, a very wild and savage range of country for 
a distance of between twenty and tliirty mile.s, 
without seeing a habitation, or a human being. 

At this place, one of my people got so gloriously 
tipsy, as to cause him tO conduct himself in a most 
outrageous manner. I was necessitated to report 
his conduct, therefore, to the judge of the district, 
a court of justice (Ting) being at that time sit- 
ting, who ordered him to be severely jumished. 
Though the sentence was not in reality carried 
into force, in consequence of the contrition the 
man displayed, it had the effect of frightening 
him almost out of his wits. . 

In the course of our expedition, we occasionally 
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suflfered a little hardship, either from the severity 
of the weather, snow-storms, or indifferent quar- 
ters. Sometimes we sheltered ourselves at the 
cottage of a peasant, if we happened to meet 
with such in the forest ; and at others we bivou- 
acked upon the snow. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


Journey to Dyngsjo ; thence to Aspberg. 

On Monday the 10th of March, intelligence 
was brought to me at I.iapp-cottage, that a large 
bear (all those animals being monsters, in regard 
to size, in the estimation of the peasants,) was 
safely ringed at Aspberg, a Finnish settlement 
at about ninety miles to the north-west of my 
quarters. 

As we, however, had vague intelligence of an- 
other of those animals at Dyngsjo, the hamlet of 
which I have more than once spoken, which from 
circumstances it was desirable to see after itj the 
first instance, I despatched Elg in the course of 
the afternoon to that place. I gave him instruc- 
tions, that if he found such report to be correct, 
there to await my arrival, on the following even- 
ing ; but if the contrary should be the case, that 
he should at once head back to Lapp-cottage, and 
thus save me an unnecessary journey. 

On the afternoon of the following day there- 
fore, Tuesday, 11th March, not having heard 
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from Elg, I set off in my sledge for the same des- 
tination. In this instance, instead of keeping to 
the high road, as had been the case during the 
preceding summer, when on my way to the skall 
at Dalecarlia, I held to the winter-viigen, or win- 
ter-way ; this, which was much less circuitous 
than the former, passed in the immediate.vicinity 
of Geijersholm and Gustafsfors, two of the forges 
belonging to the Uddeholni Company. As the 
route in places was very indifferent, and the night 
dark, I did not reach Dyngsjb until nine in the 
evening. 

Here I learnt, to my mortification, that the re- 
port of a bear being ringed was altogether with- 
out foundation ; and that Elg had only preceded 
me to that place by about a couple of hours. The 
]K)or fellow had been unable to jirocure a horse 
during the preceding night, and he was therefore 
necessitated to make the best of his way on his 
skidor : from not knowing the country, however, 
be bad taken the wrong track, and lost biniscT 
in the forest, and in consequence had wandered 
many miles out of the right road. 

'riiis was unfortunate, for, had he arrived at 
Dyngsjo at an early hour in the morning, as I 
fully anticipated would have been the case, on 
finding the report we had heard to be incorrect, 
he would have had time to return to Lapp-cottage, 
and thus would have saved me a useless and trou- 
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blesome journey. There was now no help for it, 
and we had therefore only to make the best of our, 
way to Aspberg ; where, as I have said, we had 
intelligence of a bear. 

We had the choice of two roads to that hamlet : 
the one by the way of Mailing, in Dalecarlia ; for 
at Forss, the first jiost- station to the northward of 
that place, tliere is a practicable and much fre- 
quented track in the winter-time, directly across 
the forest into AVermeland ; the other, by lieading 
back the way he came, and thus getting on to the 
line of the Klar. As there was a difficulty, how- 
ever, in obtaining a horse to carry us to Mailing, 
and as, besides, there was said to be a good deal 
of snow on the track between Dyngsjb and that 
place, we decided upon taking the latter route. 

On the following morning, tlierefore, Wednes- 
day the 12tli of JMarch, when the weather was 
fine, we retraced our steps as far as Gustafsfors, 
then at near fourteen miles distance. From 
jthence, and after beiiig delayed near three Iiours 
to procure a fresh horse, we set out for Niis, the 
hamlet situated upon the Klar, at about ten miles 
to the northward of my quarter. 

On this occasion, we did not take the regular 
route, which would have carried us back, in tlie 
first instance, almost to Lapp-cottage, and, in con- 
sequence, would have been very circuitous ; but 
we benefited by a track made use of by the pea- 



264 ACCIDENT TO DOG. 

sants during the winter, for the purpose of con- 
. veying coke to the forge at Gustafsfors, that led 
us almost a direct line across the forest. 

Though the distance to Nas was not more than 
fourteen miles, the track was in so wretched a 
state, that it was long after nightfall before we 
reached that place. 

From hence we proceeded to Fiistnas, the 
nearest post-station to the northward, a distance of 
about eight or nine miles ; but on the way, owing 
to its swerving to one side, our sledge passed over 
the foot of my dog Hector, who, along with two 
others, was fastened to the after-part, and crush- 
ed it most dreadfully. This, its 1 shall by and by 
luivc occasion to show, w'as the greatest of mis- 
fortunes that could have happened to us. Though 
contrary to our original intention, we were now 
necessitated to pass the night at Fiistnas, that we 
miglit dress the poor animal’s wound, and render 
him sucli other assistance as he stood in need of. 
Here I met with a comfortable room ; and, what 
was better, the peasants were remarkably civil and 
obliging. 

On the succeeding morning, Thursday the 13th 
of Mareh, \vhi(!h was mild, we proceeded on our 
Journey ; but as Hector’s foot was most cruelly 
injured, and, from its then state, I thought he 
would never have recovered the proper use of it, 
we were necessitated to leave him behind us. 

Our route, wj|jich principally lay along the 
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Klar, was, at this time, in very tolerable order 
for sledging. Though we had no forebud, we 
met with little delay in obtaining horses, and, 
in consequence, we got on pretty expeditiously. 
About the middle of the day we reached Likc- 
niis, a rather large hamlet in the parish of Dalby. 
Here resided the brother of the man who had 
the bear ringed near to Aspberg, and who, by 
previous agreement, was to accompany us to that 
place. 

Here we dined ; when, after a delay of about a 
couple of hours, during which our new compa- 
nion was making some needful preparations for 
the journey, wo again set forward. Tlje moun- 
tains on either side of the Klar, along whose bed 
our route principally lay, noAV rose to a very con- 
siderable altitude on either hand, and the land- 
scape, in consequence, assumed a much bolder 
and imposing aspect. 

Towards evening, and a little before we reached 
gysselback, our peasapt, who Avas following in his 
own sledge, at some little distance in the rear, 
fell in with a wolf. The animal approached so 
near, that had he been provided with fire-arms, 
he could easily have killed him. Elg and myself, 
however, were not fortunate enough to see the 
beast, or we might probably have given a good 
account of him, as we had two rifles, and my 
double gun lying ready loaded in our vehicle. 

At Sysselback, which is situated at :ibout four- 
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teen miles to the northward of Likens, the car- 
riage-road to the northward terminates. From 
hence upwards there is only a bridle- way. In the 
winter-time, nevertheless, the traveller may pro- 
ceed in his sledge by a well-beaten track, in a 
very direct line to RorSs in Norway ; and subse- 
quently, if he pleases, to the very confines of that 
kingdom. 

From Sysselbiick, where we procured a fresli 
horse, we proceeded for Bfttsta, then at about 
fourteen miles distance. Our route to this ham- 
let lay much along the Klar. As it was nearly 
dark when we started, and as a heavy snow-storm 
came on shortly afterwards, the track, in places, 
was liardly perceptible, and we found a difficulty 
in making out our way. It was a matter, besides, 
of some danger ; for in this part of the Klar, as 
I have said, there are very numerous rapids : many 
of these were only partially frozen over, so that it 
not unfrequently happened that we were driving 
iimpediately near to the open water. It was from 
like causes that the nine unfortunate persons, for- 
merly alluded to, — and there might have been 
others whose death I did not hear of, — met with 
a watery grave in the early part of the winter, in 
this streatn. 

Finding, therefore, that our progress was very 
slow, one or other of us being often obliged to 
walk a little ahead of the horse, that we might 
not lose the track ; and thinking it useless to run 



mGGEKPALl.. 


267 


farther unnecessary risks, we gave up our previous 
intention of proceeding to BiUsta, and stopped for . 
the night at Tjarbackstrand, a small hamlet situat- 
ed on the banks of the river. 

The peasant with whom we took up our quar- 
ters was in rather affluent circumstances ; and, as 
I got a snug room, I found myself pretty comfort- 
able.' He himself, however, was at that time ab- 
sent on a little trading expedition into Norway. 

At no great distance from this place, a stream 
called the Tdsan, which has its rise in the moun- 
tains to the eastward, falls into the Klar. Near 
to its confluence with that river, there is a fine 
and picturesque waterfall called Diggerfall : the 
perpendicular height of the descent is said to be 
sixty-three feet. It is romantically situated in 
the wilds of the forest, and is perhaps worth the 
attention of the traveller. Tliough not to be 
compared to what may be met with in niany 
streams in the mountainous districts of Norway, 
J3iggerfall, which I visited on a former occasion, 
is at all events the finest waterfall in all that j)art 
of the country. 

The next morning, Friday the 14th of March, 
we resumed our journey ; but, owing to the new 
fallen snow, the track was so heavy, that we got 
on at little better than a footpace. Our route, as 
heretofore, lay partly along the Klar, and partly 
on land ; as we advanced to the northward, the 
scenery assumed a still bt)Id(‘r and more pictu- 



268 HOLJEOS. 

resque character. After we had proceeded about 
five miles, we reached Bittsta. 

. This hamlet I have already made mention of, 
when describing one of my fishing excursions : it 
consisted of only four or five families, all of whom 
were the descendants of Fins. As there was a 
posthouse at this place, we procured a fresh horse, 
and then set off for Aspberg, from which we were 
at only about fourteen miles distance. 

About three miles after leaving B^tsta we came to 
Ildljeos, another small Finnish settlement. . Here 
we fell in with the brother of our peasant, the 
very man who had encircled the bear of which we 
had come in pursuit. We were now very happy 
to learn from him that the animal was still safe 
within the ring, as it had been reported to us on 
the way that he had been recently killed. 

This story originated in consequence of a bear 
having been shot in the vicinity of Aspberg, a 
few weeks previously. A large party of both 
Swedes and Norwegians, aipounting at one time 
to twelve or thirteen, (our informant among the 
rest,) had been engaged in the pursuit of this 
animal ; but it was not until after the lapse of 
three weeks that they succeeded in putting an 
end to him. The long continuance of this c/iasse, 
which was conducted on skidor, was said to have 
been owing to the want of a good dog, and to the 
loose and unfavourable state of tlie snow. This 
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beast, which was described to have been of a small 
size, had originally been started in Norway. 

We learnt farther from this man, that the bear 
he himself had ringed was at less than two miles 
from Aspberg ; the animal, in fact, was lying veiy^ 
near to the track which led from Holjeos to that 
place. This beast, which he described as of an 
immense size, he had accidentally started some 
weeks previously from its winter-quarters, when 
he was in the forest for the purpose of shooting 
hazel-hens. 

Some little distance after passing Holjeos, both 
brothers being then along with us, we bade adieu 
to our old friend the Klar, whose course we had 
kept for so long a distance, and striking into the 
forest in a north-westerly direction, proceeded by 
a tolerably good track, leading principally over 
morasses, the surface of lakes, &c. for Aspberg. 
Owing to our making some delay, however, for 
the purpose of reconnoitring the ring, we did 
Mot reach that place until the evening was well 
advanced. 

The village of Aspberg was situated near to 
the summit of a hill of considerable elevation, 
and at a very short distance from the Norwegian 
frontier. The country thereabouts was moun- 
tainous, and deeply covered with pine forests; 
the scenery was bold, and of a picturesque cha- 
racter. 
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It was a considerable hamlet, consisting, it was 
said, of sixteen or seventeen families. These were 
all descendants of Fins ; and though several ge- 
nerations had passed away since their ancestors 
first colonized at that place, many of the people, in 
addition to Swedish, spoke the Finnish language : 
some, indeed, it was said, w'ere more conversant 
with the latter than with the former tongue. 

Aspberg was in the parish of Dalby ; it was 
about thirty-five miles, however, from the church 
of that name. The Inhabitants found this distance 
not a little inconvenient, as from the badness of 
the roads, &c. a journey to their place of worship 
not unfixHpiejitly occupied nearly a week. This 
evil will soon be remedied, for a church is at this 
time building at Hdljeos, for the accommoda- 
tion of tlie po[)idation, which has been greatly on 
the increase Avithin the last few years, ‘ of the 
surrounding districts. 

On the river Hdlje, and at only a short distance 
from Aspberg, there is a fine waterfall; the 
height of the descent is said to be considerable. 
But I am ashamed to say that I was too indolent 
to pay it a visit. 

Hereabout, as was the case throughout all this 
part of the country, the peasantry ran capitally 
upon skidor. This was the less to be wondered 
at, as, owing to the want of roads for many 
months in the year, they had little other means of 
communicating with their neighbours, or of car- 
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rying on their necessary avocations in the forest, 
or elsewhere. 

The inhabitants of Aspberg, as at many other 
Finnish settlements in the Northern forests, had 
their skidor backe, or skidor-hill. On Sunday 
afternoon, or other holidays, the people both old 
and young, male and female, might here be seen 
congregated in considerable numbers, amusing 
them.selves with gliding down the declivity. As 
this hill, however, independently of inequalities, 
was rather precipitous, it retpiired both manage- 
ment and .skill to make the descent properly. 
Children of a very tender age were not unfre- 
<piently thus occupied. This constant practice 
from infancy naturally makes the peasants pro- 
ficients ill the use of their skidor. 

At Aspberg, we took up our ipiartcrs with the 
father of our peasants, a fine old man of about 
seventy years of age : as I got a tolerable room 
to myself, and as I was provided with my blan- 
kets, sheets, &c. I had little to complain of, in 
regard to accommodation. 

’ My host, as seemed indeed to be generally the 
case with the peasants hereabout, was in comfort- 
able circumstances ; .though his farm probably 
produced less grain than was reipiired for the 
consumption of his household, he was tolerably 
rich in cattle ; as a proof of this, he numbered 
thirteen cows in full milk at this very time; and 
he had a proportionate stock’ of sheep, goats, &c. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


Aspberg Bear. 


A i.iTTi.E before sunrise, on the succeeding 
morning, Saturday the 15th of March, the weather 
being delightfully fine, we set out on our skidor to 
attack the bear, of which we had come so far in 
pursuit. This was ringed at the foot of a range 
of rather lofty hills, situated to the south-east of 
Aspberg. 

Tliere were four of us on this occasion : Elg 
and myself, and the two peasants who had accom- 
])anied us to that place on the preceding evening. 
Neither of the latter, by my desire, were armed 
with any thing besides their axes. — We took 
Paijas along with us. 

In all this part of the country, the ground was 
covered with snow to the depth of about four 
feet. A great part of this had fallen in the early 
part of the winter. From having been so long 
upon the ground, it had attained a much greater 
degree of consistency than was the case farther 
to the southward, and in consequence was in very 
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tolerable order for our skidor. In point of fact, 
indeed, instead of the latter being buried for a 
foot or more in the snow, at almost every step • 
we took, as was generally the case during our 
recent expedition into Dalecarlia, they now only 
sank a very few inches below its surface. 

Though the snow was in a rather favourable 
state as regarded ourselves, its surface had not 
obtained that compactness to support the weight 
of such an animal as a bear. For this reasiin, we 
thought it probable that, were we to succeed in 
rousing the beast, even though we were not for- 
tunate enough to destroy him in his den, we 
might eventually be able to con>e up with him 
by means of our dog and skidor. 

As we were careless, nevertheless, of throwing 
away a chance, when we reached the ring, which 
was of no very considerable extent, we thought it 
best in the first instance to search it in our usual 
silent manner ; we thus hoped to be enabled to 
steal upon the bear before he had the opportunity 
of leaving his winter quarters. 

Owing to the depth of the snow, which made 
us apprehensive of passing over the animal, we 
on this occasion so far deviated from our common 
plan, as to slip Paijas from his couplings. 

We were the less apprehensive of adopting this 
step, as we were very certain the dog would not 
range far ahead, for the reaspns 1 have already 
given ; we besides entertained great hopes that, 
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even if he should be the first to come upon the 
bear, the beast would not leave the den until we 
‘had time to get up to the spot. This was more 
likely to be the case from the quantity of suow 
,that was then upon the ground, as at such times 
these animals usually lie much closer than at 
others. 

I now ordered Elg to keep at four or five paces 
to my right, and the peasants to follow in our 
tracks ; thus, for several hours, we beat the most 
tangled brakes within the ring : but we could not 
succeed in meeting with the object of our search. 

At between twelve and one o’clock therefore 
we halted, when, spreading the contents of our 
kit upon the ground, we regaled ourselves upon 
such homely viands as it contained ; and these we 
enjoyed with tlu? greater relish, from our walk 
having given us a good appetite. Here we rested 
for about an hour and half, and then resumed 
the search, in the same manner as before. 

Nearly up to this period the snow had been in 
very tolerable order for our skidor ; but from the 
day being rather mild and bright, such parts of 
its surface as were exposed to the rays of the sun 
had now become partially dhawed, and, in conse- 
quence, it fastened in such masses upon those im- 
plements, that we could no longer move with 
any thing like facility. Instead, therefore, of the 
gliding kind of movement with which the action 
of the skidor is usually accompanied, we were 
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now obliged either wholly or partially to lift 
them from the ground at almost every step. In 
addition to this, we were necessitated to strike 
them continually with the sticks wc carried in 
our Iiands, that the sudden jar might shake off 
the snow that Avas adhering to them. 

This being the case, Ave should liave acted 
wisely if we had given up all farther search for 
that day ; for, unless Ave Avere fortunate enough 
to kill the bear in his den, there Avas little or no 
chance, if he Avas once on foot, of our being able 
to come up Avith him. As hoAvever Ave had at 
this time gone over near two-thirds of the ring, 
Ave began to be apprehensive that the animal might 
not be AA'ithin it : to ascertain that point, there- 
fore, Ave determined to beat out the remaijuler. 

But our fears on this head Avere groundless ; 
for scarcely a (piarter of an hour had ela|)sed, 
after we had finished our rejjast, and Avhen avo 
were in a very thick brake, before Paijas began to 
clfallenge; he A\^as a little in the rear of us, the 
.softness of the snoAv hardly permitting him to get 
along, but he soon pushed rapidly ahead. My 
gun was at this time loose in my hand, and as 1 
knew it was the bear the dog had .scent of, I lost 
not a moment in folloAving upon his track : but 
I had not taken more than a fcAv steps, when I 
saw the game of which avc Avere in quest bolt 
from his lair, at about fifteen* paces ahead of me. 
I had, however, the merest glimpse possible ; so 

T 2 
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that, before I had time to fire, he was out of my 
sight. 

This was an unfortunate finale ; for, had the 
bear lain still for one or two seconds longer, 1 
.have little doubt I should have put an end to him. 
Indeed, had not Paijas been loose — it being his 
baying that disturbed the beast — I must have 
come right in upon his den ; this could hardly 
fail to happen, as he was lying in the very track 
I was pursuing, in a well, as it were, — the sur- 
rounding snow being upwards of four feet in 
depth. 

As there was no help for this mishap, we lost 
no time in giving chase; but the snow clinging 
to our skidor in the manner I have described, wc 
were only enabled to j)lough our w'ay through it 
with great labour and difficulty. 

Had we been divested of our skates at this 
time, we shoidd have sunk through the snow to 
the ground at every step ; but this was not the 
case with the bear, as, from the broad spread *of 
his feet, he managed to tread so lightly, that he 
seldom penetrated more than twelve or fifteen 
inches Iwiieath its surface, which was nothing to 
so powerful an animal as that of which we were 
in pursuit. The beast, how'ever, did not proceed 
for any distance in a gallop, buttshufHed forward 
at a long trot. 

Under these adA;erse circumstances the chase 
proved an unsucciessful one. This being the case. 
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it would be little interesting were I minutely to 
detail the particulars : suffice it therefore to say, 
that in a very short time we overtook Paijas, who 
w'as our only hope, for by hearing his challenge 
in the distance we were enabled to make many a 
short cut ; and that after a run of about two 
hours, by whicli time we were dead beat with 
the fatigue of thus wading through the snow, 
finding farther pursuit useless, we came to a lialt. 

Tired and dispirited, we now retraced our steps 
to Aspberg, from which we were fortunately at 
no great distance, owing to the bear, towards the 
conclusion of the chase, having made a cast in 
the direction of that hamlet. 

llefore starting in the morning, I agreed to 
give a few rix-dollars for all right and title to 
the bear, wliether we killed him or not, in the 
event of his being within the ring. The laugh 
was therefore fairly against me ; the beast was 
at large in the forest, with a very fair chance of 
escaping altogether, whilst my money was safe in 
the pocket of the peasant. 
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CHAPTER XXL 


Chase and death of the Aspberg bear. — Return to Aspberg-.— 
Entering a dog to a bear. 


On tlie afternoon of the succeeding day, which 
was beautifully fine, I sent Elg to see after our 
bear. Ho returned in the course of two or three 
hours, with intelligence that he had succeeded in 
again ringing the animal at no very considerable 
distance from where we had left off the pursuit on 
tlio preceding evening ; this was on the eastern face 
of a range of rather lofty hills lying to the east- 
ward of Aspberg. I was pleased Avith this in- 
formation, as 1 was ajAprehensive the beast might 
have betaken himself to a distant part of the 
country. 

At five o’clock therefore, on the succeeding 
morning, Monday the ITth of March, the weather 
being fine and slightly frosty, Elg and myself set 
off for the new ring. On this occasion Ave took 
one of the peasants Avho had accompanied us on 
the Saturday, along with us, that he might carry a 
kit of ]>rovisions, aiid an axe, as it Avas uncertain 
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where we might liave to quarter during the en- 
suing night. The snow was now in very tolerable' 
order for our skidor. 

^Vc had not, however, proceeded more than a 
thousand paces from Aspberg, when we fell yi 
with the fresh tracks of our bear, which had evi- 
dently been on foot during the preceding night ; 
these crossed the route we were pursuing, and led 
off in a westerly direction. 

This was an untoward and unlooked-for circum- 
stance ; but it must have arisen from Klg having 
a])proached too near to the beast, whilst he was in 
the act of making the ring, and thus disturbed 
him anew ; or that the animal was dissatisfied 
with his quarters, and in consequence had gone in 
search of others. 

We now lost no time in giving chase, or rather 
in following up the tracks of the bear : we ])ur- 
sued these for full an hour and a half, and until 
we had reached nearly the summit of the range of 
Mils lying to the south-Avestward of Aspberg; 
here we came to a thick and tangled brake, where 
from certain indications, such as his doubling, or, 
in other words, proceeding in a crooked direction, 
we bad reason to suppose the animal had taken 
up his quarters. 

Had we thought there was the least po.ssible 
chance of the attempt proving successful, we 
should now have endeavoured to steal iqion the 
bear ; but, from his having been so recently dis- 
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turbed, we were well convinced be was far too 
much on his guard to allow of our approach. We 
deemed it best, therefore, to slip Paijas from his 
couplings, and with his assistance try to run the 
lieast down on our skates ; the dog now dashing 
into the thicket, presently gave us to understand 
by his clKdlenge that the animal was on foot, and 
making his way to another part of the forest. 

Though the snow, as I have said, was now in 
very tolerable order for our skidor, and we in con- 
sequence were enabled to push forward at a rather 
rapid pace, it was in too loose a state for the bear 
to proceed generally at the gallop ; as on the Sa- 
turday, indeed, he could ordy scramble forward at 
a trot. Had Paijas therefore been able to keep 
\ip with him for any length of time, by hearing 
his challenges in the distance, and in consequence 
avoiding the very many sinuosities taken by the 
beast, we shoidd probably soon have been enabled 
to cut in iq)on him. This, unfortunately, was far 
from being the ease ; for the gallant dog, whorfi 
two winters belbre I saw w'orry a bear for nearly 
eight successive hours, in which time he must 
have driven the animal over near thirty miles of 
country, was now so worn out, that in less than 
a quarter of an hour w'e not only overtook him, 
but left him very far in the back-ground. 

We now greatly regretted Hector, whose foot 
the sledge had so unluckily, injured. Though 
this dog was very inferior to Paijas in his better 
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days, yet from being light and active, and in con- 
sequence from not sinking much below the sur-' 
face of the snow, I have little doubt that he would 
soon have enabled us to kill the bear. But it was 
no use lamenting his absence, as that little tended 
to help the matter. 

Though we were, as I may say, without a dog, 
we still thought that, by persevering, we might 
eventually tire out the bear, and thus, at last, 
fairly run him down ; we therefore continued to 
})ush on after his track at the very top of our 
speed. Had the animal now taken to an open 
line of forest, 1 dare say that, from the state of 
the snow, we might quickly have been up with 
him ; but, so far from this, he held to the thickest 
brakes he could meet with, and to the most broken 
and precipitous ground ; and from these causes 
our course was naturally much impeded. 

Thus we continued the pursuit for between 
two or three hours ; but we never even succced- 
•ed in getting a view of the bear. lie made many 
doubles during this time, and at last returned 
nearly to the point whence Ave had started him. 

We were now joined by an active young fel- 
low named Olof Andersson, a Norwegian by birth, 
though a resident at Aspberg. This man, who 
was a capital runner upon skidor, had heard the 
challenges of Paijas; and knowing previously 
what was going forward, be now came to be a 
spectator of the chase. 
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At this period we began to think it very pro- 
blematical whether, without other assistance, we 
should succeed in coming up with the bear ; I 
therefore ordered a halt, and dispatched our new 
associate to Aspberg, from which we were then 
only a few miles distance, to obtain a likely -look- 
ing, though untried, dog that I had seen at that 
hamlet on the preceding day. 

As some time must necessarily elapse before 
Olof could possibly return to us, we got up a 
good fire ; this guarded us against getting chilled, 
as well as enabled us to dry our clothes. Mine 
indeed, owing to the severe exercise we had taken, 
were as wet as if I had been pumped upon for 
half an hour. We now did ample justice to 
the contents of our kna])sack, the run having 
tended not a little to give us an appetite for our 
breakfast. 

About eleven o’clock, Olof rejoined us at pur 
bivouac. He brought with him not only the 
dog, who was called Passoj)p, but the animal’s' 
master. This was another able-bodied young 
man, named Henrik ; he, like Olof, resided at 
Aspberg, and was a first-rate runner upon skidor. 

After taking a dram, as an earnest of better 
success, we resumed our skates, of which we had 
divested ourselves whilst remaining before our 
watch-fire, and recommenced the pursuit of the 
bear. , 

I now directed Glcf and Henrik, neither of 
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whom were armed with guns, to follow upon the 
track of the beast at the very top of their speed,, 
and at the same time to halloo continually. In 
the event therefore of their dog not challenging 
regularly to the bear, I anticipated that, by hear- 
ing their shouts in the distance, Elg and myself 
might be enabled to save many an angle, which 
would give us a very good chance of licading and 
coming in upon the animal. Thus I made the 
people perform the duty of hounds. 

In this manner we ])rocceded for an hour or 
more. At last v.-e came to an extensive and 
tangled brake, — an old svedgefall in fact, where 
the young trees had grown up so thick that it 
was difiicult to penetrate it. At this time, Klg 
and myself were on the o])2)osite or eastern side 
of the thicket to that of the peojde. I’assopp 
now began to challenge loudly in the brake, 
Paijas being far in the back-ground ; but, Irorn 
being unacquainted with the dog, we were at 
*first a little in doubt as to what it might be with 
which he had come in contact. This uncertainty 
was soon at an end ; for the tremendous cries of 
the men, who were presently up to the spot, 
plainly told us it was the bear he had fallen in 
with. 

As the thicket was of great extent, and in 
places almost impenetrable, at least to people 
hampered with skidor, we, thought the chances 
of getting in upon the animal in such a situa- 



1^84 


ASPBERG BEAK. 


tion were much against us ; instead therefore of 
•making the attempt, we ran and posted ourselves 
at the northern extremity of the brake ; as, from 
the course the bear had previously taken, we 
tliought it probable he would make his exit at 
this point. 

This was a most unfortunate cast ; for, instead 
of facing towards us, as we had anticipated, he 
headed directly about, and made off to the south- 
ward. In his progress, he j)assed very near to a 
small glade in the forest where he had previously 
been standing, and where, if we had remained, 
I might very probably have succeeded in getting 
a shot. 

We were now thrown otil altogether, which 
we presently knew from the challenges of the dog 
in the distance ; nothing of course, therefore, re- 
mained f(»r us but to follow in the direction the 
bear had taken, as fast as we were able. The 
ground happening to be pretty favourable, by 
pushing on at the top of- our speed we were 
enabled to rejoin the people in less than a quarter 
of an hour. 

These were now o])en-mouthed : they stated 
that they came close in upon the bear, whom 
they described as an intmense fellow, when he 
was in the thicket. One of them, indeed, Olof, 
was frightened almost out of his senses. The 
beast, as he asserted, made a dash at him, and 
he, in consequence, not only bawled out most lus- 
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tily for assistance, but made an attempt, skidor 
and all, to climb up into a tree for safety. This 
little adventure was a standing joke against tlie 
poor fellow for a long while afterwards. 

The bear, as we saw by his tracks, (for Tas- 
sopp, being good for little or nothing, had, by 
this time, come to heel,) continued to make to the 
southward. Thinkijig it not improbable, there- 
fore, that he would face for the lower ground, 
Elg and myself ran down the slope of the hill, * 
for the purpose of intercepting him : but we 
ordered the peasants to follow, as heretofore, 
upon his tracks. 

This proved another unfortunate cast ; for, in- 
stead of taking to the eastward, as we a])])reheiul- 
ed would have been the case, the animal made I’or 
the upper part of the mountain, and we, in con- 
sequence, were once more distanced. 

To retrieve our lost ground, we had now to 
contend against a considerable acclivity, as well 
• as to fight our way through a close and tangled 
brake. Uy the time we had overcome these im- 
pediments, the chasse, as we heard by the cries of 
the people, was far ahead, or rather to the right 
of us. Very fortunately, however, the bear, whose 
course had hitherto been to the south-west, shortly 
afterwards made a swing to tlie eastward : this 
enabled us to save an immense angle, and rapidly 
to gain upon the beast. , 

But we were a few seconds too late to do ex- 
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ccution, though in time to witness a very animat- 
ing scene. On our rising to the brow of the 
hill, we viewed the bear at about one hundred 
and fifty paces distance, just as he had bolted out 
o^a brake to the right of us ; when, striking into 
a beaten path that happened to be in the forest, 
and closely followed by the dog and the people, 
who, with tremendous shouts, were driving him 
forward, in the most gallant style he went down 
the eastern face of the hill at full gallop. 1 
did not fire at the animal on this occasion, as, 
from the distance and the intervening trees, I 
thought it would be useless. 

As l<llg and myself had thus, in two instances, 
been thrown out, from holding to the lower 
ground, we determined from henceforth to keej), 
if possible, over the bear. 1 netting the people 
therefore follow upon his tracks, — for, plunging 
into a thicket, he was again quickly lost sight of, 
and the dog had also come to heel, — we made the 
best of our way along the brow of the hill. 

Some little time afteiuvards, and in a close brake 
below us, Tassopp, and subsequently Paijas, (for, 
owing to the serpentine course the bear had 
taken, the old dog had been enabled to come up,) 
gave us to understand by their challenges they 
w^erc again in with the bear. .We now lost no 
time in taking up a position immediately near to 
the brake : here, I thought I must h^ve got a 
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shot, as the people were driving the beast in the 
direction we Avere standing ; but I was once more* 
disappointed, for he headed about, and, passing 
betAveen the men and ourselves, again faced up 
the hill-side. 

• 

From the SAving the bear had noAV taken, F.lg 
and myself Avere the foremost of the party, and 
we therefore for a Avhile pushed on after his 
tracks at the top of our speed. Hut having 
headed the dogs, Avho, indeed, fell back soon 
after the bear had left tlic brake, avc (liought it 
be.st to halt, as Avell that our eomj)anions might 
come up, Avhich they did a fcAv minutes after- 
Avards, as that Ave might determine on our future 
proceedings. 

AVe AV'ere all of us, by this time, ])retty Avell 
knocked up, and one of the peo])le Avas so ho:n'se 
from hallooing, that he could hardly articulate a 
worxl. 1 had, fortunately, a little brandy left 
in my flask, and this did Avonders; for, by the 
time AVC had taken a ‘dram a-picce, we began to 
talk as big as ever, and still to threaten to de- 
prive the bear of his skin before nightfall. 'I'lie 
chances, hoAvever, Avere much against this result 
taking place, and that I Avell kncAV ; but as, unless 
people think they can do a thing, they seldom 
more than hal^ attempt it, I encouraged them in 
their notion : 1 besides promised to reward them 
liberally, if they exerted themselves to the ut- 
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most. After the lapse of four or five minutes, 
'we therefore again set forward, but, as I then 
thought, on a very forlorn hope. 

As I had been so often thrown out, I now de- 
termined to pursue the tracks of the bear, for all 
my attempts to intercept him had iiithcrto j)rovcd 
unavailing. For a while, the animal kept, as we 
saw by his tracks, the brow of the mountain ; but 
subsequerUly he faced directly down its eastern 
side, as if with the intention of making for the 
range of hills to the eastward, whence we had 
dislodged him on the Saturday. 

The ground was here pretty clear of under- 
wood ; and we were enabled to dash down the 

declivity at a most tremendous pace, such a one, 

indeed, as the bear could not stand against ; for, 
just before we reached the bottom of the moun- 
tain, we had the gratification to view the beast 
making his way through a little glade at about 
one hundred and thirty paces below us. 

I now discharged my rifleat the animal, though, 
as far as I was able to judge, without effect, .and 
immediately afterwards, my double gun, which 
Elg had hitherto tairried in a leathern case slung 
across his shoulder, and which he now put into 
my hand ; I fired both barrels of this almost as 
instantaneously as I could pull the triggers, and, 
as luck would have it, — for, to tell the truth, there 
was no great aim in the matter, — with much bet- 
ter success, for one of my balls hit the beast, as 
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we subsequently found, in the neck. 'I'lie aniiual 
was now evidently much wounded, as we could 
see by the manner in which he dnigged himself 
along. Indeed, though the distance was so con- 
siderable, we could observe his track to be deeply, 
marked with blood. 

The dogs previoirsly to this were in our rear, 
but, on hearing the shot.s, they ptished forward to 
attack the bear, who, after proceeding about fifty 
paces, halted in a small though rather close brake : 
whilst in this situation, after reloading, I ran 
close alongside of iiiin, when I put an end to his 
miseries by sending a ball through his head. 
Though I was immediately near to the boast when 
I fired, and he was still on his legs, he did not turn 
upon me, or offer the least resistance; indeed, 
he seemed to be stupified from the effect of his 
wound. 

On the people coming up, we overhauled our 
prize, which proved to be a large male bear ; but 
eiUier owing to age, or .'lOine other cause, he was 
as thin as a whipping-post, and had not an omice 
of fat about him. 

It was about four o’clock in the afternoon when 
the bear breathed his last; and as we had started 
from Aspberg at five in the morning, we had heen 
on foot for eleven hours, or rather for nine, as we 
spent the remaining two before our watch-fire. 
In that while we had generality' been running at 

VOE. ti. u 
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our best pace, and therefore must have gone over 
very many miles of ground. 

Though the day was very bright and rather 
mild, our skidor fortunately ran well during the 
.whole of it. This was owing to the bear con- 
fining lus movements to the eastern face of the 
mountain, which was sheltered from the sun : had 
he taken to the western side of the hills, or to 
other parts exposed to its rays, the snow would 
have adhered to those implements in the same 
manner as on the Saturday, and, in consequence, 
we should have had little chance of coming up 
with the beast. 

It was now too late in the day, and we were 
all too much tired, to think of getting the bear to 
Aspherg that evening; leaving him therefore 
where he had fallen, we slowly wended our w^ay 
to that place, whence we were only a few miles 
distance, where we arrived soon after the sun had 
.sunk below the horizon. 

On the following morning, at an early hour, the 
people conveyed the bear from the forest, with 
the assistance of a horse and sledge. He was 
then skinned and cut uj) in the usual manner. 
During this process, we were favoured with the 
company of nearly the whole of the population 
of the hamlet, who were pleased enough that 
we had ridded the vicinity of so unwelcome a 
neighbour. 

1 now witnessed a rather curious operation. 
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When depriving the beast of his skin, two small 
portions of it were allowed to remain attached to 
the carcass ; one to the foot of the hind-leg, and 
the other to the haunch. The young dog Passopp, 
that had accompanied us on the preceding daj^ 
was then thrust headlong through the ajx?rture 
formed by the carcass and the loose skin. Tliis 
manoeuvre, which was repeated three times, was 
for the purpose of entering him to a bear, it be- 
ing the first of those animals with which he had 
ever come in contact. This idle custom, for 
which I could hear no reason assigned, is common 
among the Finnish chasseurs in the Wermeland 
forests. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


Norway.* — Scenery. — Sneehattan. — Glaciers. — Riukanfos V6- 

ringfos. — Act of Union. — Form of Government. — Chris - 
tianu. — Population. — Religion. — Revenue. — Trade. — Army. 
Skielobore. — Deficiency of Grain. — Weights and Measures. 
— Posting. — Society. — Nobility, — Peasantry. — Game. — 
Game-Laws. 


It would be tedious were I to detail our pro- 
ceedings for the three or four succeeding days, as 
no occurrence of the slightest interest took place. 
In that Avhile we heat a good deal of ground, in 
the hopes of getting a bear on foot, but, as usual, 
our search ])rovcd unsuccessful. 

In the course of Monday, the 24th March, we 
crossed the line of deniiircation separating Swe- 
den from Norway, which lay at some few miles 
to the westward of Aspherg. It consisted of a 
road-way, as it were, a few paces in width, cut in 
a direct line through the forest; this extended, 
where there was wood, from the one extremity of 
the two kingdoms to the other. As we were dis- 
tant from any habitable part of the country when 
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the sliades of evening set in, vve passed the 
night before a similar watch-fire to that already 
described. 

As I am now in my bivouac within the Nor- 
wegian territories, 1 cannot do better than mak^' 
some slight mention of that most interesting 
country. During this particular season, it is 
true, 1 saw little of that kingdom, but at former 
periods I have traversed it in almost every ili- 
reetion. 

The general style of the scenery in Sweden is, 
as I have said, very beautiful, though, owing to 
the little elevation of the mountains, it seldom 
assumes grandeur of character. In Norway, on 
the contrary, the works of Nature are on a stu- 
pendous scale. Few countries in the world pre- 
sent such sublime natural scenery : its numerous 
lakes and rivers ; its magnificent cataracts ; its 
boundless forests and solitary wilds, wliere silence 
seems to brood eternally ; its tci-rifie ])reeipices ; 
its smiling valleys, and' its toAvering Alps covered 
with everlasting snows, impress the mind of the 
traveller always with admiration, and often with 
awe. 

The Dovrefjeld has for ages been considered 
the highest range of mountains in Scandinavia, or 
indeed in the North pf Europe. It has recently 
been discovered, however, that the Skagstdls Tind, 
situated among the. So^jic^.^\lps, is of a more con- 
siderable elevation. This is 'said to be seven 
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thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven feet 
above the level of the sea; whilst the highest 
j)oint of the Dovre does not exceed seven thou- 
sand seven hundred and fourteen feet. The 
3kagstols Tind is a very remarkable mountain, 
for, though of so considerable an altitude, it is 
only about fourteen miles from the ocean. 

Sneehiittan, or the Mountain of Snow, is the 
highest point of the Dovre. I was on its sum- 
mit on the 8th of .Tune, 1826. The ascent has 
been described by some travellers as difficult and 
perilous ; this is not the case, as I accomplished 
it with perfect facility. 

There was not much snow upon Sneehattan at 
the time of my visiting it ; though in places it 
was lying in immensely deep masses, which had 
probably remained there for many ages, as during 
the short Northern summers the sun could not 
dissolve any considerable portion of it. The sur- 
face of the snow in these drifts was quite hard, so 
that we could walk upon it with great ease and 
safety. The temperature was mild on the sum- 
mit of this mountain, the quicksilver being at 50, 
according to the scale of Fahrenheit. 

There were no glaciers on Sneehattan, though 
such are to be found on several others of the 
Norwegian Alps. Justedal.'.briien, or Sneebraen, 
as well as Folgefonden, Mr, Forssell says, are the 
greatest glaciers in Kuropt. 

Sneehiittan far Out-tops the world of mountains 
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that surrounds it. Tlie view from the summit is 
sublime and magnificent, and bounded only by 
the horizon. The prospect, Iiowever, on the 
occasion I allude to, was a little interrupted by 
some passing clouds. 

During my wanderings in Norway, I met witb 
much splendid scenerj' : this was particularly the 
case in the wilds of Tellemache and Bergen ; 
whilst traversing on foot those most romantic 
districts, I fell in with several superb waterfalls. 
Those of Riukanfos and Vbringfos arc particu- 
larly grand. 

Riukanfos, or the Smoking Fall, which is 
delineated in the frontispiece of this volume, is 
situated in Westfjordal, in the district of Telle- 
maclie, and is four hundred and fifty feet in per- 
pendicular height. It is near to the Goustafjeld, 
an isolated mountain of great beauty, whose sum- 
mit is about six thousand feet above the level of 
the sea. The body of water at this fall is con- 
siderable, and the surrounding scenery most mag- 
nificent. 

Vbringfos, which is represented in the annexed 
sketch, is in the Hardanger mountains, near to 
Eidfjord, an inlet of .the North Seas, on the coast 
of Bergen. The body of water is here, as at 
Riukanfos, consider^le, but the fall is much more 
stupendous, as it i^ no less than nine hundred 
feet in height. The . .rocks on either side of the 
descent rise so perpemlWutaEly from the river, 
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that when I leant over them to see the fall be- 
.neath, my guide tliought it necessary to hold me 
fast by the skirts of my coat. I have met with 
much wild scenery in my time, but so terrific an 
abyss as I then looked down upon, my eyes never 
beheld. From the place where I stood, I was at 
least a thousand feet from the pool below. I 
threw several stones down this horrible chasm ; 
but it was a long time before they reached the 
water. 'Had I been possessed of a good stop- 
watch, it wmuld have been very easy to have cal- 
culated the exact height of the fall. On this 
point, some difiercnce of opinion exists ; some 
asserting that it is upwards of one thousand, 
instead of nine hundred feet in height. This 
stupendous waterfall has not, I have reason to 
believe, been visited by many of our countrymen. 

V'oringfos is, I aj)prchended, the fall alluded to 
by IMr. Derwent Conway, (an assumed name, I 
have understood,) in his travels through Sweden 
and Norway. That author tells us that he visited* 
the Hardanger mountains, ])artly for the puqiose 
of beholding this grand operation of nature; but* 
his search proved unsuccessful, and he returned 
home without gratifying his^ curiosity. He con- 
soles himself, however, by telling his readers that 
he believes this magnificent fall only existed in 
tradition. That Mr. C. shoun have been unable 
to find A^iiringfos was^certajmy unfortunate ; but 
it was a still greater, pity That he should, in some 
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degree, mislead others on the subject. One in- 
deed ean liardly understand how a person, who,» 
to use his own wovd.s, “ was ready to swim at 
a pinch,” could have failed on making the dis- 
covery. 

Mr. Forsell, in giving some sbitistical informa- 
tion regarding Norway, spesiks of other stujien- 
dous waterfalls to be found in that country 
besides those of Riukanfos and Viiringfos, viz. 


Skyttic Foss, which he states to be 

700 feet 

ill height. 

hVigiims Foss, near Lyster Fjord 

700 

ditto. 

Sevle Foss 

1000 

ditto- 

Keel Foss, near Slalim, at the end of 



the Nariiens Fjord • 

2000 

ditto. 


\V'hen the Union first took place between Swe- 
den and Norway, the connexion was not very 
palatable to the latter kingdom. Tins was little 
to be wondered at, as, for ages, there had been 
constant rivalry between the two countries ; but 
in time this feeling will doubtless wear away, as 
•was the case between England and Scotland, 
where, at one period, the mutual animosities were 
e([ually great. 

Norway contributes nothing towards the ex- 
pense of the Swedish government beyond a 
trifling annual allowance to the Royal Family ; 
but she supports all her own civil and military 
institutions. In acquiring Norway, Sweden has 
therefore obtained no- a^dditjonal revenue ; whilst, 
in losing Finland, her e!^chc<pier has been de- 
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prived of a considerable income, and the Govern- 
ment, besides, of much patronage. She has, how- 
erer, gained a friend instead of a bitter enemy. 

Though, like many others, I am no great ad- 
mirer of the manner in which the Union was 
brought about, the connexion between the two 
kingdoms is certainly a natural one. Owing to 
the scantiness of their several populations, it might 
not have been so easy for either country separately 
’ to have defended herself against aggressors ; but, 
united, they may bid defiance to their enemies. 

Norway is governed by a Viceroy, deputed by 
the King of Sweden. The Storting, or States of 
the kingdom, meet every third year. It enjoys, 
as it is well known, one of the freest constitutions 
in the world. Christiana* is the seat of govern- 
ment. 

This town, which contains about twenty thou- 
sand inhabitiints, is beautifully situated on a fjord 
or inlet of the North Sea. Though it is con- 
sidered as the capital of the country, Bergen, I. 
l)clieve, contains a greater number of people. 

The population of Norway has of late years" 
been much on the increase : at present, it contains. 

There is a capital hotel at Christiana, the Hotel du Nord, 
kept by Mr. Smith. It is said to be by far the best in Scan- 
dinavia, and etjual, indeed, to most%in the north of Europe. 
Considering the sujieriority of the accomodations, the charges 
are not unreasonable, which is not /always the case at other 
establishments of the kind JShristiana, and I therefore 
strongly recommend it to all English travellers. 
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according to Forssell, upwards of one million of 
inhabitants. Some centuries ago, however, it was 
said to have been more numerous ; but at that 
period an epidemic disorder took place, which 
destroyed vast numbers of people. 

IjUtheranism is the established religion in Nor- 
way ; sectarians are tolerated ; but that unfortu- 
nate race of people, the .Tews, little to the credit 
of the government, are, as I have said, altogether 
excluded from the country. 

The Norwegian finances are in a highly flou- 
rishing state:— the revenue has much increased 
within the last few years. 

'fhe Bank of Norway has a circulation of four 
millions of dollars, issued chiefly on mortgages, 
and a reserve of two millions in treasure. Its 
notes are paid in silver, at the rate of one hun- 
dred and thirty-five dollars paper, for one hun- 
dred dollars coin. 

The trade of Norway is considerable ; but it 
has been much injured, owing to the restrictive 
laws of this country. 

The present scale of duties upon foreign timber 
imported into Great Britain is unjust to Sweden 
and Norway, because from the system adopted 
in levying the tax, the produce of those countries 
is necessarily, mor^* highly taxed than that of 
other countries, particularly of Russia and Prussia. 
The most equitajble mode would be, to lay the 
duty on deals according to' tlreir cubical contents, 
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as on other kinds of wood ; and the cubical con- 
sents of every cargo might be ascertained with 
great ease and accuracy, as they now are for the 
purposes of freight. If the Custom-house officers 
sliould find this plan objectionable, a sgale more 
just than the present might easily be adopted, by 
which the shorter lengths would not be charged 
with such high duties, in comparison with those 
that are payable upon the larger deals. This will 
appear evident from the following statement : — 

THE EMOLISIl DUTIES ON DEALS AND TIMBEU FHOM THE 
NORTH or EUROPE. 

£ s, d, 

120 Deals, not exceeding; inches in thickness, 
and not less than 0 feet long, pay, without 
regard to tlieir width above 7 inches . (> 0 0 

120 Deals, not exceeding 3 J inches in thickness, 
and I'rfnii (> to l(i feet long, pay, without 
regard to their width above 7 inches . 19 0 0 

120 Deals, not exceeding inches in thickness, 
and from 1(5 to 2l feet long, pay, without 
regard to their width above 7 inches . 22 0 0 

1 Load (50 cubic feet) of Fir Timber pays . 2 15 0 

According to this Scale of Duties, 


1 Load of Wood, imported in the shape of Deals, 
3 inches thick, 9 inches wide, and 8 feet long, 



pays 

• 

. 


. 

5 

5 

6 

Do. 

if 3 inches 

thick, 9 

inches wid.e, and 12 feet 





long, pays 

. 

. 


. , 

3 

10 

4 

Do, 

do. 

do. 

and 

15 j 

feet long, pays 

2 

13 

0 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

?iui 


feet jong, pays 

o 

7 

0 

Do. 

do. 12 inches widii, 

, arid 

20J 

feet long, pays 

1 

15 

0 
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The duties on a load of timber thus vary ex- 
cessively, according to the length of the deals, and 
is almost prohibitory upon those of short lengths. 
They are also, in many cases, actually higher 
upon a l^ad in timber than in deals, and thus 
operate as a premium to foreign sawyers. 

It miglit easily he .shown, for instance, from 
this scale, that if the price of deals in T^ondon be 
twenty-six j)ounds, (at which price llaltie deids, 
reduced to twelve feet in length, three Inches in • 
thickness, and nine inches in width, might have 
been lately purchased,) the importer of the same 
cpiantity of wood, in twenty-one feet lengths, 
gets a net ])roceed of six pounds seventeen .shil- 
lings, when, in twelve feet lengths, he only re- 
ceives six skillings and threepence. With regard 
to deals of less dimensions than twelve feet long 
and three inches thick, the disproportion is still 
greater. 

These duties are oppressive to Norway and 
Sweden, because the.ir timber, on account of its 
very slow growth, and the poverty of the soil in 
which it is produced, is not in general suitable 
for making deals of large dimensions. In many 
places where large trees may be found, it would 
be impracticable to convey them to a market in 
consequence of the great local obstacles that 
occur. The difficulty of procuring large timber in 
Sweden and Norway, is evident from the fact, 
that the majority of deals imported into Great 
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Britain from many ports in those countries, do 
not average more than fourteen feet, although, 
by the present system of duties, such an advan- 
tage is given to the importer of deals of greater 
lengths. In endeavouring to procure^ deals of 
even fourteen feet in length, the destruction of 
timber in those countries is enormous, as the 
short pieces are wholly useless. 

'Russia and Prussia produce great quantities of 
the large red pine-trees, and from the smooth 
courses of their rivers, these trees are easily trans- 
ported to tlie Baltic. They send hundreds of 
cargoes, consisting chiefly of three-inch deals, 
twenty and twenty-one feet long, and eleven or 
twelve inches wide, with which the short and 
narrow deals from Sweden and Norway must 
compete, loaded with higher duties, which are 
not counterbalanced by the difference of freight ; 
for. 

Firstly, — from some parts of the Scandinavian 
peninsula the freight is as great as from Russia, 
and Prussia. 

Secondly,— even in the more favoured parts of ■ 
Scandinavia, the difference in freight cannot be 
estimated, on the average, qt more than eight 
shillings the load, or about two pounds for one 
hundred and twenty deals, of twelve feet in 
length, three inches in thickness, and nine inches 
in width, while the difference of duty is one 
pound, and sometimes two pounds per load, or 
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from five pounds to ten pounds per one hundred 
and twenty deals. 

The difference of duty upon tlie American 
timber injported into Great Britain and upon the 
same quantity of European timber, according to 
the present scales, w’ould annually amount 'to 
more than one million sterling, which is thus 
almost wholly lost to the revenue. The reason 
assigned for this difference of duty is priiici- 
])ally the necessity of encouraging our colonies* 
in North America, and of providing for the em- 
ployment of our shipping and seamen. The 
number of seamen in the North American tim- 
ber trade is about five thousand, who therefore 
cost the revenue about two hundred pounds 
each; and any benefit that may be conferred 
upon our colonies is dearly purchased by the 
inhabitants of the British islands, who are com- 
pelled to make use of bad timber from Ame- 
rica, instead of deriving advantage from their 
being situated near .those countries which pro- 
duce some of the finest timber in the world, 
and which have scarcely any other means of 
purchasing British manufactures. The policy of 
encouraging Russian commerce at the expense 
of Scandinavia, in the present state of Europe, is 
difficult to be accounted for, and may be regret- 
ted when it is too late to avoid its conse<juen{«s. 
The Swedes and Norwegians are freemen, and 
as such they are our nuturnl allies. When we 
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consider the circumstances of their position, the 
similarity of their manners and religion to our 
own, arisitjg from a common origin, together 
with their attachment to Great llritain, it is 
impossible not to lament the existence of any 
legislative measures which tend to weaken the 
connexion that, for the interest of both, ought to 
exist between them. 

■ The scale of duties upon the import of Baltic 
timber into Ireland is more moderate, and is regu- 
lated upon more equitable principles than the 
scale Avliich we have already examined. To the 
Irish scale the Swedes and Norwegians have no 
just cause to object. With a view to the im- 
provement of Ireland, the duties upon Baltic 
timber ought, however, to be reduced. That 
country is dependent upon the foreign supply 
from its want of native timber; and the moisture 
of its climate renders the use of the best wood 
in all buildings pimticularly necessary. These 
duties operate as a seriousi impediment to the 
erection of slated bouses ; and thus, in many parts 
of Ireland, tend to place the well-disposed inha- 
bitants, who arc compelled to live in thatched 
cottages, at the mercy of the midnight incendiary. 
The trade which, previously to the imposition of ^ 
those duties, flourished between Ireland and Nor- 
way, has almost wholly ceased. 

'fhe Norwegian army consists of some twelve 
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thousand troops of all arms. Besides these, there 
are about thirty thousand militia. 

There are two regiments in the Norwegian 
service, or rather two companies belonging to 
eaeh, who arc trained to the use of the skidcr. 
This description of troops must be invaluable in 
countries like Norway and Sweden, where the 
ground is covered witb snow during one-half of 
the year. 

" This corps,” says Captain l^rookc, to whose 
very interesting work I refer the reader for far- 
ther information on the subject, “ to the skate 
exercise unites that of the ordinary chasseurs, or 
light troops, of which it may be regarded as con- 
stituting a part, as it performs all their duties, 
differing from them only by marching on skates, 
which gives it a very great suj)criority. The 
sJiielohere move with singular agility, and, from 
the depth of the snow, arc safe from every pur- 
suit of cavalry or infantry. On the other hand, 
they can attack the enemy’s columns on march, 
and harass them incessantly on both sides of the 
road, without incurring any danger to themselves. 
Cannon-shot would produce little effect directed 
against them, dispersed as they are at the distance 
of two or three hundred paces ; and their move- 
ments are so rapid, that, at the very instant you 
w'ould expect to see them a second time, they 
have already disappeared, to appear again in a 

VOI,. II. X 
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quarter where you are not the least aware of 
them. 

“ The real superiority of the skielobere, how- 
ever, is chiefly shown when the enemy halts after 
a long march. Whatever precautions may then 
be taken, they are in constant danger from troops 
which have no occasion for path or road, and tra- 
verse with indifference marshes, lakes, rivers, and 
mountains ; even in those parts where the ice is 
too feeble to bear the weight of a man, the 
skielobere glides safely over by the mere rapidity 
of his motion. No coiqjs, therefore, can be so 
proper to reconnoitre in winter, to give informa- 
tion of the movement of an enemy, and to per- 
form, in fact, the functions of a courier. 

“ Their provisions and baggage arc transported 
on light wooden sledges, (skie kjclke,) which one 
man alone draws with ease, by the help of a 
leathern strap passing over the right shoulder. 
'Fhose are also extremely serviceable in conveying 
such as may have been severely w'ounded. 

“ The N(»rwegian skielobere have on many oc- 
casions been extremely .serviceable, in former cam- 
paigns, in preserving the communications between 
distant corps, in surprising small detachments of 
the enemy, and harassing their march, whether 
when advancing or retreating. 

“ Many instances are related of the astonish- 
ing speed with which the skielobere have for- 
warded intelligence from one part of the country 
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to another. One in particular lias been recorded. 
When the Swedish monarch, Charles the Twelfth, 
was shot during the siege of Frederickshall, in 
Norway, and messengers were to be sent with 
the intelligence to different parts of the kingdom, 
some skiclbherc, which were with the army, vo- 
lunteered to run on skeis (skidor) to Dronthoim, 
a disbmcc of more than four hundred Knglish 
miles, and they reached that place twelve hours, 
before a messenger despatched at the same time, 
and who had used the greatest possible expe- 
dition.” 

The army is at the disposal of the King, as far 
as its .services can be rendered available in Scan- 
dinavia ; it cannot, however, be sent out of that 
peninsula without special permission of the 
Storting. The King has the nomiiiiition of the 
superior officers of the army, as well as to some 
few of the first civil officers under the Govern- 
ment ; the others rest with the Storting. 

Norway does not at present produce a suffi- 
ciency of corn for her consumption ; she is conse- 
quently obliged to import considerable quantities. 
This is partly owing, it is siiid, to the former 
policy of Denmark, tvhich, being anxious to keep 
that part of Scandinavia more dependent upon 
herself, rather discouraged, tljan the contrary, the 
production of a greater supply of grain. 1 was 
happy to hear, however, frpm several very intelli- 
gent Norwegians, that the inconvenience is -felt 
• X 2 
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less and less every year ; as, owing to the quan- 
tity of fresh ground that is annually brought into 
cultivation, together with the improved system of 
agriculture, the importation of corn gradually 
dcscrcases. The like evil, as I have said, formerly 
existed in Sweden ; but now, instead of importing, 
that kingdom annually exports a considerable 
quantity of corn. This, I hope and trust, may at 
some future day be the case with Norway. 

The Norwegian weights and measures are the 
same as the Danisli : 100 Norwegian pounds are 
eijual to 112 jwunds avoirdupoise ; 30.], Norwegian 
feet are Cipial to 31 English feet ; 36,000 Norwe- 
gian feet are 0 ([ual to a Norwegian mile ; a Nor- 
wegian mile is e<|ual to seven miles and nearly 
eighty yards English ; the Norwegian inaaling is 
equal to 1176^^, scjuare English yards ; four maal- 
ings and 133 square ysirds English arc equal to 
one h'uglish acre. 

Posting is rather more expensive in Norway 
than in Sweden. Ilcsidcs this, one can never get 
on with any kind of comfort without a fdrebud. 
This ari.ses from there being few or no hSll or 
waiting-horses, excepting in the towns, at the 
post-stations. In the more mountainous parts of 
the country, the dwellings of the peasantry are 
much scattered, and often very distant from the 
post-house. From this cause, unless horses be 
ordered in advance, »one may. not unfrequently 
have to wait for two. three, or even four hours. 
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The Norwegian liorses are, in general, superior to 
the Swedi.sh. Entire horses are inueh made use 
of in the northern parts of the country. 

The Norw'egians, like the Swedes, are famed 
for their hospitality ; a stranger, indeed, finds 
every door open to receive him. The manners 
and customs of the ])eople are much the .siime in 
both countries. The Norwegians are passionately 
fond of music. 

Excepting at Christiana, 1 saw little of society 
during my rambles in Norway. In that place it 
is on a very pleasant footing. From its being the 
seat of Government, a gtH)d deal of gaiety is gene- 
rally going on. The Viceroy keeps up much 
state. Count Sandel filled that high ofliee at 
the time of my visiting the capital. On one oc- 
casion, when I had the honour to dine at his 
Excellency’s table, every thing was conducted in 
almost regal style. 

Though the nobility are rather numerous in 
Sweden, this is far from being the case in Nor- 
way ; indeed, at the present moment, there are 
only two titled families in that kingdom. ’I’he 
Norwegians are very democratic in tlieir notions, 
for even these, by an act of Storting, will he ex- 
tinct on the death of the present possessors. 

Count Wedel Jari.sberg is the head of one of 
these families. This nobleman, who is po.ssessed 
of very great talents, has acejuired the universal 
esteem of the nation for his patriotistn and devo- 
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tioii to tlie service of his country. The Count 
is a man of large fortune. He resides much 
at ’Bogstad, a beautiful place within a few miles 
of Christiana. Here, together with most of our 
coyntrymcn who liave visited Norway, I have 
been most hospitably entertained on several dif- 
ferent occasions. 

The Norwegian peasantry are a very fine race of 
people. Their houses, which are generally built 
on a similar plan to those iti Sweden, are usually 
large and comfortable. It is a common practice 
among them to sleep between tw'o feather-beds. 

Nearly every description of game common to 
Sweden is to bo found in Norway. There is the 
elk, the stag, the reindeer, and the hare ; the 
caporcali, the black-cock, the hazel-hen, the ripa, 
the woodcock, the snipe. See. I am doubtful 
whether the fallow-deer or the roebuck are to 
be met with in that kingdom. The reindeer, 
in a wild state, are abundant in the Dovre, Har- 
danger, and other lofty moimtain ranges. 

Excepting as regai’ds the elk and stag, I have 
reason to believe no laws exist in Norway for the 
preservation of other descriptions of game. I sub- 
join some information on that subject, which was 
kindly furnished to me in writing by General 
Baron Wedel Jarlsberg, the brother of the dis- 
tinguished nobleman of Whom I have just spoken. 
I give an exact transcript of the General’s letters, 
which w'cre penned in tlie English language. 
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“ In reply to your inquiries of the 23rd ult. I 
beg to observe, that with us the chase is free, or 
nearly so; if not by law, at least in practice. 
With the exception of stags and elks, which may 
only be killed at a certain time of the year, and 
then only to a ccrfcun extent as to numl)er, we 
shoot game of every description, both^ bird and 
beast, wherever wo meet them, and at every sea- 
son of the year, without let or hindrance. With 
regard to stags, the law, Christean V. book 5,* 
chapter 10, |)rovides : — ‘ Stags may not be shot 
except fourteen days before St. Bartholemy, (24th 
August,) and fourteen days after ; and every 
owner is only allowed to shoot two stags in the 
year, under a fine to the King.’ 'Phe same law 
farther enacts, — ‘ No person is allowed to hunt or 
shoot stags in places where he has n«> lot or ])art 
in the ground, under a fine to the owner of the 
ground or soil, and to the King.’ 'I’he same ap- 
plies to those who hunt or pursue game with dogs 
in other men’s woods. Bears and wolves you 
may kill or slioot wherever you find them ; except 
the bear lies in his winter-tjuarters, when he is 
the property of the person on whose ground he 
lies. 

“ From the above, it appears, that sporting 
with dogs on another person’s property, without 
permission of the owner of the soil, is not strictly 
legal, though it is what is. practised daily ; and 
from the great abundance of game, and the vast 
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extent of forests and tracts not under culture, the 
•practice is seldom objected to. An act of the 
legislature of 22d June, 1824, confines the right 
of shooting elks to the owner of the soil where 
they are found, and forbids even him to shoot 
more than one deer every year, and that only 
from the 1st of July to the end of October. 

“ In reply to your inquiry, under January 
2bth, I have no hesitation in saying, that wherever 
‘ stags’ arc spoken of in the Norwegian game- 
laws, tlie common stag (cervus elaphus) is meant, 
and not the rein : fallow-deer and roes are not 
found in Norway, that I know of. Heindeer may 
therefore be shot without limitation as to number ; 
but it is not (piite clear to me that one would 
be justified in shooting them on another man’s 
property without permission of the owner of the 
soil ; such permission must at all events be had 
before you can legally hunt them with dogs.” 
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Journey to I'lisberg.— Tlic Glutton. — The Rat. — Olof Matts.sou. 

After leaving our bivouack, westnick through 
the country farther to the westtvard, but were sin- 
gularly unlucky during this little e.xpedition ; for, 
though we did not meet with a bear, we rousetl 
one, as we subsequently learned, from his winter- 
quarters. The tracks of the beast, however, were 
not seen until some time afterwards, when avo had 
left that part of the country ; and as there Avas 
no one to pursue him, he Avent off unmolested. 
The reason Avhy his footsteps had not jrreviously 
been seen, was owing to that part of the forest 
lieing far distant from the haunts of men. The 
spot Avhere the l)east was couched Avas said to have 
been within a few hundred paces of our bivouack, 
and it was therefore to be presumed that Ave dis- 
turbed him when getting up a fite. 

Though for several liours in the early part of 
the mornini; the snoAV Avas in tolerable order for 
our skidor, in the middle qf the day it became 
partially melted, (such parts at least, as were ex- 
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posed to the rays of the sun,) and we therefore 
■ploughed our way through it with difficulty. To- 
wards evening, however, when it froze with some 
severity, and when the effects of the sun were less 
fek, the snow was in a much more favourable 
state. 

At this period of the year we met with very 
few capercali, or rather of the males. The season 
was then too far advanced for us to calculate 
upon much sport with those birds. In the early 
part of the winter, as I have said, they frequent 
the vicinity of lakes, morasses, &c. but now they 
were more generally to be found singly in the 
recesses of the forest. Uesidcs this, when one was 
fortunate enough to fall in with them, they Avere 
commonly very wild and difficult of approach. 

The first part of the winter, the months of De- 
cember, .lanuary, and February, are the best for 
capercali shooting, — more particularly as regards 
the pursuit of tlie males, 'for at that time the 
birds are not only much tamer than at a more 
advanced pcruwl of the season, but from the snow 
being loose under foot, and from the quantity 
hanging in the trees, their vision, as I have said, 
is obstructed, and it is much easier to approach 
them. Towards the spring, on the contrary, 
owing to partial thaws, or to the effects of the 
sun, followed up by frosts, there is frequently a 
crust upon the snow, so that one cannot steal 
towards the birds without making a noise ; in 
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addition to this, at tliat time, there is usually 
very little snow in the trees, so that they eati see 
for a long distance around them. 

In the course of our walk, we killed a hare, 
which, like the rest of his species in the Northern 
regions at that period of the year, was entirely 
white. 

The pursuit of hares, after a new fall of snow, 
is rather amusing. At that time they seldom’ 
ramble to any cousidci’ablc distance ; and if one 
therefore happens to meet with their tracks, it is 
easy to find them ; but the country must be 
pretty open for the j)urposc. Should a person 
not be fortunate enough td mho them in their 
seats, by stealing silently upon their tracks, he 
may generally succeed, after a while, in viewing 
them in the distance ; when, if he has a good 
rifle, it is not difficult to kill them. In this 
manner, I once .shot three hares in the course of 
an Ijour or two. 

Elg mentioned a rather curious circumstance 
regarding the hare : he ]>roceedcd early one morn- 
ing to a satterwall, for the pur[)ose of shooting 
those animals ; for in such situations, as has been 
remarked, they are very commonly found in the 
spring. Here he discovered five feeding upon the 
young grass in the immediate vicinity of each 
other ; the whole of these he shot in siicce.ssion with 
his rifle, not one of them attempting to run from 
the spot ; each of the animals, however, fell quite 
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dead at the instant he fired, whieh probably ac- 
counted for the others not taking the alarm. 

In the course of our ramble through the forest, 
we fell in with the track of a glutton, or wolverine. 
This was very frequently the case, as those ani- 
mals are rather numerous in all the more northern 
districts of Scandinavia. liike the lynx, lie is 
seldom to be seen in the vicinity of inhabited 
places, as he confines himself almost entirely to 
the wildest recesses of the forest, or to the de- 
solate fjiill regions. 

The (Jlutton (Gulo Borealis) common to that 
Peninsula, measures near three feet in length, 
exclusive of his tail, which is about six inches ; 
his height is from a foot to a foot and a half. 
His predominant colour is brown ; but his back 
is marked with a black sj)ot, or rather streak, 
extending somewhat down the sides, and ter- 
minating near the tail, of a beautiful glossy aj>- 
|)earanco, which is called in Sweden the mirror. 
His legs are black ; he retains his colour all the 
year round. His fur, wdiich is not unlike that of 
the bear, but finer, is valuable, and is converted 
to many purposes. 

By some it is said he is granivorous as well as 
carnivorous ; hut Swedish naturalists have their 
doubts whether he does not subsist wholly on 
animal substances. His name denotes in the 
German language, a§ well as in our own, that he 
is a great gormar.dizer. It used, indeed, to be 
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idly said, that when his stomach would hold no 
more, it was a common practice with him to 
lessen its dimensions, and thus make room for a' 
farther supply, by passing his body between 
two trees growing in near j)roNimity to each 
other. lJut Mr. Nilsson denies his extraordinary 
appetite, and says that he eats less at one time 
than some other beasts of prey of the same size. 

He is a wild and ferocious animal, and can ne- 
ver be entirely tamed, even if taken <piite young. 
His scent is remarkably line, but his si!>ht is dull. 
He climbs trees and precipices with great facility. 
He is slow of foot, so that a dog has not much 
difficulty in coming up with him ; btit it is said 
he then emits so abominable a smell, that the 
latter is deterred from attacking him. Though 
small, he is a powerful beast, and will defend him- 
self against a single wolf; but if there be several 
of those voracious animals in comj)any, he then 
takes refuge in a tree. 

The glutton is very destructive ; he slaughters 
almost all animals, whether four-footed or winged, 
conimon to the Scandinavian wilds ; even the 
elk occasionally becomes his victim. Sometimes 
he climbs trees, or overhanging crags, and when 
his quarry passes underneath, he pounces upon it. 
At others, he steals u[ion his game in much the 
same manner as a fox. He is very destructive to 
the wild reindeer, particularly in the winter, for 
when those animals are necessitated partially to 
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bury their heads in the snow, for the purpose of 
getting access to moss and other vegetable sub- 
‘stances lying below, he is enabled to approach 
them with facility. “ When once seized by the 
blood-thirsty aT\imal, it is in vain that the wound- 
ed deer endeavours to disengage itself from its 
enemy, by rushing among the trees ; no force can 
oblige it to quit its hold : it maintains its position, 
and continues to suck the blood of the Hying ani- 
mal, till it falls down exhausted with pain and 
fatigue.” 

I'he glutton seeks his prey during the night, 
and sucks the blood of his victim before he de- 
vours the flesh. If there be more than his neces- 
sities refiuire, he conceals the remainder of the car- 
cass until he again becomes hungry. Professor 
Nilsson states, that owing to this beast being slow 
of foot, he does not extend his depredatory expe- 
ditions to any considerable distance : but this I 
think is not quite the case, because I have often 
seen by his tracks on the snow, that he has pur- 
sued hares, and this almost invariably at the gal- 
lop, for miles and miles together. He feasts, I 
imagine, much upon those animals during the 
winter season ; as, to judge by his tracks, he is 
continually in chase of them. He is not a gre- 
garious animal, being alvC’ays alone during his 
hunting excursions. 

The female carries her young from three to 
four months, and* brings forth in May : this is 
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generally in the cavity of a rock, or other seques- 
tered spot. She has seldom more than one or 
two at a birth ; sometimes, however, she has beefi 
known to have three. They are said to attain 
their full growth in about a year., 

Unlike the bear, and other animals of his race, 
which pass the winter months in a torpid state, 
the glutton keeps on foot during the whole of that 
inclement period of the year. Though a small 
beast, his ])aws arc of an immense size, in pro- 
portion to his body. Tliis enables liim to traverse 
the country with facility when the ground is 
deeply covered with snow. His tracks, in many 
respects, resemble those of the bear, and by igno- 
rant people are often mistaken for that animal’s. 

I never killed, or even .saw a glutton ; but if 
the country were at all open, and the snow in 
good order, it would doubtless be feasible to run 
him. down upon .skidor. 

Having spoken frequently of the rat in the 
course of this work, a.S" being one of those animals 
preyed upon by Scandinavian wild beasts, it may 
be proper for me to say a few words regarding 
that pernicious creature. 

There are several of the Mus* genus in Scandi- 

• Linnseus, and other naturalists, class the lemming, the wa- 
ter-rat, &c. along with this genus; but Mr. Nilsson says, that 
the external appearance of these animals, as well as their inter- 
nal structure, (though bearing a ftrong resemblance to each 
other) differ so essentially from the* rat species, that he has been 
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navia, viz: — The black rat (mus rattus) ; the 
'brown rat (mus decumanus) ; 'the common house- 
ihoiise (mus muscultis) ; and the long-tailed field- 
mouse ( mus sylvaticus ). I shall speak of these 
apimals in the order in which they stand. 

I’he predominant colour of the black rat is, as 
the name denotes, black, the under part of the 
body is hoary ; but accidental varieties often oc- 
cur with this as with other Scandinavian animals. 
Some of these are quite black ; others quite 
white, whilst now and then they are spotted. 
He is from six and a half to seven inches in 
length from the nose to the insertion of the tail ; 
whilst the latter, which is naked and scaly, mea- 
sures from seven and a half to eight inches, which 
is more than the length of his body. 

The black rat, according to Swedish naturalists, 
is not originally Scandinavian. It made its ap- 
])earancc in Euroj)e about two hundred years ago, 
and some time afterwards found its way to that 
l)cuinsula, having probably been wafted to its 
shores by trading vessels ; but from what quarter 
of the world it came still seems doubtful. This 
animal was formerly much more abundant in 
Sweden and Norway than at present, but since 
the brown rat, which is larger and stronger, has 

induced to class them as a genus of their awn. I shall there- 
fore follow the Professor’s example, though I shall defer to a 
future occasion some few remarks that I purpose making regard- 
ing the lemming, whosj? iiiigratory habits have of late years 
excited some speculation among naturalists. 
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been introduced into those countries it has been 
gradually decreasing. In most seaport towns,' 
Professor Nilsson says, the black rat is now either 
entirely eradicated, or at least but rarely seen. In 
some parts of the interior, however, where the 
brown rat has not hitherto penetrated in any 
considerable numbers, they are still pretty abun- 
dant. 

The female of this species has ten teats ; she is 
said to be gravid nearly four weeks, and to bring 
forth from four to seven young at a birth. She 
breeds twice, if not thrice in the year. 

Though in England we designate the common 
browir rat as the Norway rat, it is perhaps little 
entitled to this appellation, for that animal, as 1 
have just shown, is not indigenous to Scandinavia. 
Indeed, it was not known in that peninsula until 
the last century, at whicli period it was brought 
to Europe, as it is supposed, by ships from tlie 
East Indies. It is now to be found in all the 
seaport towns in Sweden and Norw'ay ; it must 
be a hardy animal, as it is to be met with beyond 
the Polar circle. 

This animal is larger than the black rat ; his 
body measuring from eight to nine inches in 
length, but his tail is shorter in proportion to his 
size, as that does not exceed from six to seven 
inches. His predominant colour, as it is known, 
is brown. 

The female of this species has t%velvc teats, 

VOL. II. . Y 
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whereas, as I have shown, the black rat has only 
ten ; like that animal, she brings forth two or 
three times in the course of the year, but her 
progeny is more numerous, as Mr. Nilsson says, 
she produces from twelve to eighteen at a birth. 

Though the rat is a granivorpus as well as a 
carnivorous animal, it is said he will always leave 
vegetable matter untouched if animal substances 
are procurable. Poultry both old and young, it is 
well known, often become his prey, and his vo- 
racity is such, that he has been actually seen to 
fasten on the fatter parts of living swine ; he will 
feed upon dead bodies, and children in the cradle 
are not at all times exempt from his attacks. 

Some shocking stories are told of these animals, 
among others the following Some few years 
ago, an old man in the province of Scania pro- 
ceeded alone in the winter season to fetch home 
some hay, which was stacked in a morass at some 
distance from his residence. In this, however, a 
great number of rats had taken up their abode, 
and had so excavated it, that when the poor fel- 
low mounted to the top he sunk down headlong 
into the middle of the stack, from whence he 
was unable to extricate himself. Two days after- 
wards he was found dead, and devoured to the 
very bones by these destructive beasts. 

The common house 'mouse is to be found almost 
everywhere in Scandinavia; he much resembles 
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ours in appearance and habits. Accidental va- 
rieties of this species are not very uncommon. 

White mice, with red eyes, have occasionally 
been met with ; and others white, covered with 
spots. 

The long-tailed field-mouse is numerous in all 
the southern and middlemost provinces of Swe- 
den ; he derives his subsistence from the animal 
as well as the vegetable kingdom. According to 
Professor Nilsson, these mice sometimes migrate 
like the lemniHig. They assemble in immense 
numbers, and ])roceeding in a direct line towards 
a given point of the compass, cross mountains, 
rivers, and any other obstacles that impede their 
way ; but in their progress many are drowned, 
and numbers are destroyed by birds and beasts 
of prey, so that at length the whole multitude are 
supposed to perish. 

To proceed. — At nightfall we faced for Flis- 
berg, which was situated in the wilds of the Nor- 
wegian forests at about fourteen miles to the 
westward of Aspberg, where we arrived at about 
eight o’clock in the evening. Here resided a 
peasant named Olof Mattsson. Our object in 
visiting him was in consequence of its being re- 
ported that he had ringed a bear in the vicinity 
of that place. But on questioning the man on 
the subject, we found that, though such had ac- 
tually been tlll^case, yet, from the weather being 

V 3’ . 
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misty at the time, he had never since been able 
-to find the spot. He had made several attempts, 
he stated, to effect the object, but all had been 
unavailing. 

^Mattsson was advanced in years, but he was 
still about the first chasseur in that part of the 
country : he was said to be a capital shot with his 
rifle, and in his day to have shot a vast quantity 
of different kinds of game. 

He had only killed two or three bears, however : 
this was as well owing to his never having made 
the pursuit of these animals a primary object, as 
that they w^ere scarce in his vicinity. 

He had never been wounded by a bear, which 
was little to be wondered at, from his having 
so seldom come in ccaitact with them ; but his 
father had not been alike fortunate, for one of 
those ferocious brutes tore out his eye, and other- 
wise severely injured him. 

During the winter, Mattsson had killed, he 
stated, near thirty capercali, and, on one occasion, 
six in the course of the day. One particular sea- 
son, he sliot ninety-seven of these noble birds. 
He used a long and heavy rifle, similar to those 
commonly to be met with in Norway. The bore 
was small, as it did not carry balls of a larger size 
than forty or fifty to the pound. With this rifle, 
however, he asserted, ho was regularly in the ha- 
bit of killing the capercali at one hundred and 
eighty or two hundred paces. 
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Our liost seemed in rather affluent circum- 
stances, having nbundance of the necessaries, as 
well as some of the luxuries of life about him. 
Here I fared sumptuously, as dried venison, coffee, 
&c. were set before me. I'hc latter beverage is 
in much more general use among the Norwegian 
than the Swedish peasantry. Sugar-candy is 
almost invariably' substituted in Norway for sugar. 
Rly lodgibgs were not the best ; for, as the family 
was large, a room could not be spared for liiy sepa- 
rate accommodation ; but a bed of <*lean straw 
was made up for me in one corner of the apart- 
ment, where I was fortunate enough to obtitin 
several hours’ repose. 
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'I’lie Elk— his scarcity ; size ; dejiCri[)tion ; gestation ; longevity ; 
horns ; pace ; places of resort ; food ; flesh ; skin ; domes- 
tication. — Chasse of that animal. — Anecdote. 


Though it was an uncommon circumstance for 
elks to be seen in the vicinity of Lapp-cottage, 
they were rather abundant in the part of the 
country of which I am now speaking. During the 
j)ast summer and autumn, Mattsson stated they 
liad been unusually plentiful ; and, as a proof of 
it, he .said that, at the first sotting in of the win- 
ter, forty-seven of these animals, as was seen by 
their tracks in the snow, had crossed the pathway 
leading from Tryssild to Elverum, which was in 
the vicinity of his residence, a distance of be- 
tween twenty and thirty miles ; and to have faced 
in a northerly direction for line of country 
where they were in the habit of passing that in- 
clement period of the year. 

* These noble animals, the pride of the Scandi- 
navian wilds, were formerly found in many other 
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parts of Europe, where the species is now alto- 
gether extinct. They were common, according to 
ancient authors, to the forests of Germany as well 
as of Gaul. 

The elk was at one time numerous in mo.st 
parts of Sweden and Xorway ; but owing to the 
increased po})ulation, and other causes, he is now 
only to be met with in particular districts. In 
Scania, the most southern province of Swedeii, 
where elks once abounded, there are now none to 
be found. “ The elk cannot endure,” say.s Mr. 
Nilsson, “ so cold a climate as the stag, the sixty - 
fourth degree of latitude l>eing the extreme limit 
at which he is met with in the Scandinavian 
peninsula.” 

The elk is sometimes of an enormous size ; 
though his length is not proportionate, it is said, 
he not unfrequently attains to tlic height of seven 
or eight feet. This I can readily believe, as Mr. 
Wise, the Swedish Consul-General, had one in 
his possession a few years ago, which, though only 
two years of age, measured nearly nineteen hands, 
or upwards of six feet at the shoulder. I once 
took the exact dimensions of a rather large male 
elk that I shot, but, unfortunately, I lost the 
string with whicl^ effected that ])urpose out of 
my pocket. Though this animal was not fully 
grown, it was ‘thought he weighed near one thou- 
sand pounds. The male elk is very much larger 
than the female. 



328 DESCltlVTION — GESTATION. 

The head of the elk is about two feet long ; 
the neck, on which is a short upright mane, of 
a’ light brown colour, is much shorter ; the eye is 
small, and from the lower corner of it, there is a 
deep slit, common to all the deer kind, as well as 
most of the gazelles ; the ears are upwards of a 
foot in length, very broad, and somewhat slouch- 
ing; the nostrils are wide; and the upper lip, 
which is s([uare, and has a deep furrow in the 
middle, hangs greatly over the lower, whence it 
was imagined by the ancients, that this creature 
could not graze without going backwards; the 
withers are very high, the hind-legs much shorter 
tlian the fore-legs, and the hoofs deeply cloven ; 
from a small excrescence under the throat hangs 
a long tuft of coarse black hair; the tail is about 
six inches long, dusky above, and white beneath ; 
the liair is long, and rough, like that of the bear, 
and of a hoary brown, not much differing from 
that of an ass. The colour of the elk, however, 
varies according to his age and the season of the 
year ; in the winter it has a grayer cast than at 
the opposite season. 

'JMie period of gestation with the elk is about 
nine months ; the female brings forth about the 
middle of May, from one to Arec young ones ; 
but it is seldom that she has more than two. 
At this period, the mother retires alone to the 
wildest reefesses of the.forest. After the lapse of 
two or three days, the fawns, wliich are of a light 
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brown colour, have sufficient strength to follow 
their dam every where ; they keep with her until 
they are in their third year, when she leaves them 
to shift for themselves. 

The elk is a long-lived animal ; he does not 
attain to his full growth until after his four- 
teenth year. At least so it is to be presumed, 
as up to that period his horns, which are of a 
flat form, are annually provided with an additional 
branch. He sheds his horns about the month of 
February in each year. The female elk, unlike 
the reindeer of that sex, has no horns. 

The horns of the young male elk are percep- 
tible nine months after its birth: for the first 
year, they are cylindrical, and short ; the second 
year they are about a foot in length, but not 
branched ; the third year, two points are dis- 
cernible ; the fourth year, three ; the tiftli, they 
are full grown in length. From that time for- 
ward, they yearly increase in breadth, and in tlic 
number of branches, -until there are as many as 
fourteen on each horn. 

By nature, the elk is timorous, and he usually 
flies at the sight of man. In the rutting .season, 
however, like other animals of the deer kind, he is 
at times rather dangerous. Ilis weapons are his 
horns and hoofs ; he' strikes so forcibly with the 
latter, as to annihilate a wolf, or other large ani- 
mal, at 'a single blow. It is said that, when the 
elk is incensed, the hair on his neck bristles up 
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like the mane of a lion, which gives him a wild 
And frightful appearance. 

' The usual pace of the elk is a high shambling 
trot, aiul his strides are immense, but I have 
known him, when frightened, to go at a tremen- 
dous gallop. In passing through thick woods, 
he carries his horns horizontally, to prevent them 
from being entangled in the branches ; from the 
formation of his hoofs, he makes a great clatter- 
ing, like the reindeer when in rapid motion. 

In the summer season, the elk .usually resorts 
to morasses and low situations ; for, like other 
animals of the deer kind, he frequently takes to 
the water in warm weather ; he is an admirable 
swimmer. In the winter-time, he retires to the 
more sheltered ])urts of the forest, where willow, 
ash, &c. are to be found ; as, from the small 
houghs of these trees, he obtains his sustenance 
during that period of the year. In the summer 
and autumn, the elk is often to be met with in 
small herds ; but in the winter, there are seldom 
more than two or three in company. At the lat- 
ter season, indeed, he is frequently alone. 

The flesh of the elk, whether fresh or smoked, 
is very excellent : the young are particularly de- 
licious. According to Mr. Nilsson, it resembles 
in taste that of the stag. The* tongue and the 
nose are thought to be great delicacies in Scandi- 
navia, as well as in America. Great virtue was 
once placed in the hoof of that animal, as parings 
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•ii' it were supposed to be a specific against the 
tailing sickness and other disorders ; but this idle, 
notion must by this time, I shoidd think, be 
nearly exploded. 

The skin is convertible to many purposes, and is 
very valuable. Mr. GrcilF says — “ It is not long 
since that a regiment was clothed with buft‘ waist- 
coats, made from the hides of those animals, which 
were so thick, that a ball could scrarcely penetrate 
them.” He adds farther, that, “ when made into 
breeches, a pair of them, among the pcasiuitry 
of former days, went as a legacy for several gene- 
rations.” 

The elk is easily domesticated: — several in- 
stances have come to my knowledge. 1 had a 
fawn in iny own possession a year ago ; but, from 
want of proper nurture, it died. 

Formerly, these animals w'cre macle use of in 
Sweden to draw sledges; but owing, as it was 
said, to their speed frequently accelerating the 
escape of jieople tvho had been guilty of murders, 
or other crimes, the use of them was prohibited 
under great penalties. Though I apprehend those 
ordinances, if not abrogated, are obsolete, I am 
not aware that the elk is ever made use of in that 
kingdom, at the present day, either to draw a 
sledge, or for other domestic purpose. 

. In Sweden, *as I have observed, it is contrary to 
law, at this particular time, to kill the elk at any 
season of the year : this is' net the case in Nor- 
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way ; for, in that country, as I have just shown, 
.these animals may be destroyed, with certain limi- 
tations as to numbers, from the first of July to 
the first of November, inclusive. The penalty, 
however, for killing an elk out of season, in Nor- 
way, is very nuieh heavier than in Sweden ; it 
amounts, indeed, including legal expenses, &c. to 
about twenty pounds, which is no inconsiderable 
siim in that kingdom. 

The usual' man nor in which these animals are 
killed in the line of country of which I am now 
speaking, during the autumnal months, is some- 
thing curious. With his well-trained dog in a 
long leash, the sportsman proceeds to those parts 
of the forest which he has reason to suppose are 
freipiented by the elk : whilst traversing this, he 
halts occasionally to give his dog the wind. This 
the intelligent animal seems perfectly to under- 
stand, for, holding up his nose, he snuffs the pass- 
ing breeze. 

When therefore the dog has got scent of the 
elk, which I have seen him do from a very long 
distance, the sportsman allows him, though still 
in the leash, to draw upon the animal, and follows 
after as quick as he is able.. When the dog has 
approached to within a short distance of the elk, 
he evinces, by his anxiety, that the game is not 
far distant. The man ’now proceeds with every 
deliberation and caution. That his movements 
may be effected with the greater silence, he gene- 
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rally ties his dog to a tree, who is too w'ell trained 
to give tongue in the absence of his master, 
and alone reconnoitres the surrounding countr)'. 
Thus the man not unfrequently succeeds in 
getting a view of the elk, either whilst lying 
down or feeding, and of slaughtering him with 
his rifle ; but much more commonly the elk, 
from his exquisite .sense of smelling, takes the 
alarm, and goes off at the top of his speed. 

The sportsman has now the like game to play 
over again, either with the same or anotlier elk : 
thus he may sometimes go on for days together, 
without succeeding in getting a shot. This does 
not arise .so much from the scarcity of those ani- 
mals, as from their extreme shyness. 

It is not diflicult to pursue the same elk for a 
day or two together, a.s, owing to his holding prin- 
cipally to the morasses and low ground in the sum- 
mer season, his track is in most places jicrcepti- 
ble ; at ti in e.s, however, one is thrown out; but, 
on such occasions, a good dog will generally enable 
tlie .sportsman to retrieve the animal. 

Hard blowing weather is the best for the pur- 
pose, as the noise made among the trees by the 
wind prevents the elk from hearing the approach 
of the hunter ; the scent is then breast high, and 
the dog, in consequence, is enabled to take a man 
iji a direct line up to the game. If it be calm, 
on the contrary, the dog cannot wind the elk 
from any considerable distance ; and the latter. 
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besides, is then able to hear the slightest rustling 
Among the bushes. 

• The dogs used for this purpose are rather of a 
mongrel breed ; but they are possessed of excel- 
lent noses, and are often admirably trained. 

When people are pursuing this sport, they 
should bo careful not to let the leash out of 
their hands, which is likely enough to occur ow- 
ing to the eagerness of the dog. An old chas- 
seur told me a circumstance of this kind hap- 
pened to himself; but, though he searched the 
forest in every direction for many successive days, 
he was never able to recover the poor animal, 
who had doubtless perished from the leash get- 
ting entangled among the trees. 

When people are engaged in this amusement, 
they not very unfrcqucntly fall in with and de- 
stroy bears. 

The rutting season, which commences about 
tbe latter end of August, and continues through- 
out September, is the best time to shoot the elk ; 
the exquisite sense of smelling possessed by these 
animals is then said to be, in some degree, im- 
pmred ; be that as it may, from being engaged 
in their amours, they are then more easy of access. 

At this period, the elk usually congregates in 
considerable herds, and if there be several males 
among them, de.sperate battles not unfrequently 
take place. The victor is now left in quiet pos- 
session, whilst the remainder roam the forest in 
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search of other females ; but, “ in the event of 
their meeting with disappointment,” says Mr.* 
Nilsson, “ they are driven almost to madness, and 
at such times will not shun even inhabited places. 
They are then very malicious, and attack ev(?n 
men, not, as is usual, with the horns, but with 
the feet.” 

Mr. GreifF, in alluding to the above quotation, 
says, a circumstance of the kind never came to 
his knowledge. I have been assured, however, by 
people in whom I could place confidence, that, 
once now and then, tlie elk has been known to 
turn upon the hunter ; but I never heard of any 
one having been injured by these, animals. 

When the Northern chasseur approaches near 
to a herd at this season, he often slips the dogs 
from the couplings ; in which case, it not unfre- 
quently happens that the old males are brought to 
bay, when of course it is easy to steal uj)on them. 
The dog must always be allowed to start the elk ; 
for should the latter once get sight or scent of the 
sportsman, he usually goes off at his best pace. 

The great inconvenience of slipping a dog on 
these occasions, is, that if he should be good for 
any thing, and the elk does not stand to bay, 
he wiU hardly ever desist from pursuing the ani- 
mal ; and thus the .sportsman may be thrown out 
altogether. 

To guard against a circumstance of this kind 
happening, the Northern ch'asseurs, there generally 
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being two or more in company on these occasions, 
‘are not unfrequently provided with a second dog, 
which they retain in his leash. When therefore 
they can no longer hear the challenges of the dog 
that is loosed in the distance, the other enables 
them to continue the pursuit. Sometimes, how- 
ever, dogs go off altogether from their masters : I 
have heard of instances pf their pursuing the elk 
such great distances, that they have been lost to 
their owners for days and days together, and have 
perhaps cast up at last in an altogether different 
part of the country. 

'fhe chime of the elk during the winter season, 
when perinittetk used to be conducted in the 
northern parts of Scandinavia in a very different 
manner to that of which I am speaking. It is 
well that this prohibition exists, as, from the 
great facility of destroying those animals during 
that inclement period of the year, the breed 
would otherwise be probably soon exterminated. 
But even in the winter, if the snow should be 
at all Uk)sc, it is not easy to get within rifle-range 
of the elk, excepting by stratagem ; on foot, if 
the snow be deep, it is. next to impossible ; and 
even the best runner upon skidor stands little 
chance of success : this may be readily imagined, 
when I mention that, on more than one occasion, 

I have seen by the tracks of that animal, that he 
has gone at the full ^gallop when the snow has 
been from three to four feet in depth, — the extra- 
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ordinary length of his legs, together with his 
great strength, thus enabling him to overcome 
what Avould otherwise seem an almost iusifr- 
mountable difficulty. 

Should the snow, however, be pretty deep, and 
there be a crust upon it sufficiently hard wholly 
or partially to sup])ort the weight of a man on 
skidor, the elk stands a sorry cliance against his 
pursuer : from his great weight, he usually sinks 
to the ground at every ste]) : after the chase, 
therefore, has continued for a wjule, the frozen 
surface cuts his legs to that degree, that they 
bleed profusely ; and, as the poor creature is then 
only able to proceed with pain and difliculty, in 
the course of a few hours, and even very much 
less, he usually falls a prey to the hunter ; still he 
will sometimes run for a very long disttincc, and 
perhaps elude his pursuers for tlic first or even 
the second day; but should the chase be conti- 
nued, he commonly falls a sacrifice. 

During many winters, in the more northern 
parts of Scandinavia, little or no rain falls ; and, 
in consequence, it is only in the spring,’ owing to 
partial thaws, or the effects of the sun, that the 
snow acquires the crust of which I have more 
than once spoken. This crtist, at that period, 
usually disappears from the snow by nine or ten 
olclock in the morning : it is customary, therefore, 
for the hunter to start the ^Ik, which he has pre- 
viously ringed, at the first break of day ; but 
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should he not succeed in coming up with him, 
he desists from the pursuit as soon as the surface 
of the snow begins to loosen; for the action of 
his skidor is then impeded, and the animal can, 
without inconvenience, proceed at his own pace. 

In this case, he allows the elk to go off for the 
time, without farther molestation, when, follow- 
ing leisurely upon his tracks, he some hours af- 
terwards again encircles him. Should the frost, 
however, set in towards evening with severity, 
so that another crust is formed upon the snow, 
sufficiently hard to support his skidor, he again 
starts, and ])ursues the animal; but most com- 
monly he waits until the succeeding morning; 
but his chances of success are now greatly im- 
proved, as, from the few hours’ rest the poor 
creature has enjoyed, his wounds have become 
stiffened, and, in consequence, he is much less 
capable of effecting his escape. 

The elk often runs a very long distance*. A 
chasseur near Geflo assured me he followed one of 
those animals on his snow-skates for eleven Swe- 
dish, or near eiglity English miles, before he came 
up with him. This chase lasted two days. The 
old male elk generally runs the farthest ; for, 
though his weight causes him to sink through 
the crust on the surface of the snow, which is 
not always the case writh the young of these ani- 
mals, his great strength enables him to hold out 
the longest. 
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When hard pushed, the elk, like other animals 
of the deer kind, usually takes to the water ; hi 
which case, he of course falls an easy prey to his 
pursuer. At times, owing to his weight, he 
breaks through the ice ; if he was to be shot in 
this situation, he would sink to the bottom, and 
thus be lost to the hunter : to guard against this 
happening, the Northern chasseurs are in the ha- 
bit of fastening a rope about the poor creature’s 
neck, before tliey put a period to his miseries. 

A good dog is of great scrvict,' on these occa- 
sions ; he enables a ])crson to take many a short 
cut, the elk, as is the wise with the lx?ar, not un- 
frequently making doubles in tlwe course of a long 
run. Unlike that beast, however, who usually 
holds to the most tangled brakes, he commonly 
keeps to a rather open line of country, which is a 
very favourable circumstance for the sportsman. 
Though a dog is of much use on these occasions, 
a good runner upon skidor, if the snow be in pro- 
per order, will soon run dow'ii ati elk without the 
assistance of that animal. 

The pursuit of the elk upon skidor often re- 
quires immense exertion on the jiart of the hunter ; 
as, to enable him to come up with that animal, 
he is not unfrequently obliged to go at a most 
rattling jiace ; — at such a one, indeed, that almost 
every person that 1 ever met with who had been 
much engaged in that description of change, were 
either broken down, or had more or le.ss injured 
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their health. One man, I remember, told me 
that, for many days subsequent to a very severe 
run, his hand continued to tremble as if he had 
had the palsy. 

There was an old elk-hunter living at this 
time at Aspberg, who, in his younger days, had 
much distinguished himself in the pursuit of those 
animals upon his skidor; but he had for years 
been bedridden, in consequenee of lameness, or 
rather a contraction of the sinews, which had 
been brought on by the severe exertions he had 
gone through. Though this veteran was upwards 
of ninety, he was ap])arently in perfect possession 
of his faculties ; of that of drinking, I can at all 
events testify to, for he quaffed off a glass of 
brandy that I gave him, as if it had been so much 
water. I heard of some desperate runs in which 
this nian had been engaged. 

Mr. Creiff speaks of killing the elk to pointers: 
he says, that about the year 1790, when he was 
residing in Westmanland, where those animals 
were at that time very numerous, he shot no 
fewer than eleven in the course of one season, to 
a favourite dog of his, called Caressc. Though I 
should think this plan wouhl answer very well, I 
‘never heard of its being adopted in any other 
instance. 

In Herjedalen, and other northern provinces of 
Sweden, the elk used formerly to be taken in 
pitfalls ; they were ' of a circular form, and of 
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about twenty feet as well in depth as diameter ; 
they were covered over with boughs, leaves, &c. 
1 am not quite sure if that plan is now adopted 
in any part of Scandinavia. 

Tlie elk, as I have remarked, is a capital swjm- 
mer. During tlie rutting season, in particular, he 
often crosses large rivers and lakes in search of 
the females. Mr. Garberg related a rather curious 
circumstance regarding that animal, that occur- 
red in the vicitiity of CJefle, a few years ago. A 
peasant seeing one of them take to the Avater, 
pursued him in a lioat ; he Avas armed only Avith 
a knife, and AA’as therefore unable to kill the poor 
creature, until he junqu'd on his back, in Avhich 
situation he cut his throat. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


Bear Hunt. 


On W ednosday we returned to Aspberg, 
where we remained during the following day, 
ah the dogs and. ourselves stood much in need 
of repose. 

On Friday morning, the 28 th of March, Elg 
and myself started from that place, for the pur- 
pose of heating the eastern face of the range of 
hills where we had slaughtered the bear a few 
days previously ; here the cover was in places 
remarkably thick and good, and, from some intel- 
ligence we had received, we thought it not im- 
probable that one of those animals might be lying 
thereabouts. On this occjision, we took Olof and 
Henrik along with us, the latter being of course 
followed by his dog Passopp. 

There had been a snow-storm during the pre- 
ceding night, which continued at intervals dur- 
ing the whole of the. day, and, in consequence, 
there was a good deal of snow in the trees. As 
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there were a few degrees of frost, and the (Jay was 
dark and windy, onr skidor ran very well. 

On this, as on similar occasions, we formc(J a 
line, and beat the forest before us, in the usual 
manner. Thus we prcweeded for several hours, 
without meeting with the bear of which we were 
in search ; but we found a den where one of 
these animals had passed the winter months a 
year or two previously. 

About one o’clock however, at which time il> 
was snowing ,vcry fast, Passopp, who might be 
near a hundred paces a head of us, began to chal- 
lenge in a tangled but rather low brake. 'I'hough, 
from the intervening trees, 1 could not at this 
time sec the dog, yet, from Ins manner, his 
remaining stationary, and tlie little probability 
there was that he had met with birds, or other 
game, in such a situation, I more than suspected 
he had fallen in with the bear. I now lost no 
time in shaking my double gun out of its case, 
where, for my greatef convenience, I had hitherto 
carried it, and of pushing at my best pace towards 
I’assopp. 

The spot where he was challenging was a small 
opening in the thicket, lint there was nothing 
to be seen excepting a little aperture of less than 
afoot in diameter, .in the surface of the snow, 
which was perfectly level, and near to w’hich he 
stood furiously baying. This I of course in- 
stantly knew to be Bruin’s , lair, and I was also 
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very certain, from the manner of the dogs, for 
Paijas had now come up, that he was within it. 
>iot caring to waste time, therefore, and having 
confidence in my gun, which was loose in my 
hand, I at once ran my skidor, one on each side 
of ' the hole. 

On looking down this pit, — the snow on every 
side being nearer five than four feet in depth, — I 
espied the bear very snugly coiled up at the bot- 
tom. By this tiu»e, the animal had partly awak- 
ened from his nap, which bad probably been of 
many months’ continuance, and was beginning to 
move his head about, as if at a loss to know what 
was going forward. 1 now pointed my gun 
downwards between my legs, it being then in a 
perpendieidar direction, and pulled tlie trigger; 
but, instead of sjditting his sktdl, as I fully anti- 
cipated would have Iwen the case, the j)iece, as ill- 
luck would have it, missed fire. This must either 
have been owing to the snow that was coming 
down, or the powder falling from the pan, in 
consetpicnee of the po.sition in which I stood. In 
auptber moment 1 drew the other trigger, though, 
unfortunately, with as little success, for my second, 
like my first barrel, also refused to perform its 
duty. 

The bear had by this time roused himself, and 
was just springing from his lair, when Elg, who 
had followed closely in my rear, put my rifle. 





BEAR HUNT. 


345 


ready cocked, into my hand; this I as instantly 
discharged at the animal, and though the mu/zle 
of it was within less than a foot ‘ of his head, 
strange to say, I managetl to miss him altogether. 
I suppose most people will imagine this arose 
from trepidation ; but, according to my own 
notion, it was from sliooting in too great a hurry ; 
I had no time, indeed, to take aim ; my ball, 
however, I apprehend, all but grazed his skull, 
the point at which it was directed. 

'I'lie^ear now bolted from between my legs, 
and reached the sjirface of the snow ; and, in con- 
sc([uence, we were, as the old saying goes, “ cheek 
by jowl” with each other. Here, as he stood grin- 
ning, I drove the muzzle of my rifle with consi- 
derable force under bis ear, the point exposed to 
me, by which I partly succeeded in upsetting him. 
This foolish act arose rather from a feeling of ill- 
nature and disa])pointment at my having so stu- 
pidly allowed him to escape, than from entertain- 
ing any apprehension. of his attacking me, which 
he looked well-inclined to do. Very fortunately, 
the beast only resented this assault by seijmg 
hold of the barrel of my rifle ; for, after indent- 
ing this with his teeth, at about a foot from the 
muzzle, he thought it the wisest plan to walk 
himself off. 

, The accompanying print, w'ith .the exception 
of the cover being much^ thickef^ thereabouts. 
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gives a very correct representation of the scene I 
)iave been describing. 

. Fortunately for me, this bear was not large ; had 
the contrary been the case, for the old ones are 
always the most savage, it is more than probable 
he woidd have given me a broken head. Escape 
at the time was impossible, and both Elg and 
myself were entirely unarmed, after I had dis- 
charged my rifle. It is true, one of our peasants 
was provided witli an axe; but this man was far 
in the back-ground, and it is besides m^te tlian 
doubtfvd whether he would have ventured to have 
rendered us assistance in the event of its turning 
out a serious affiyr. 

[ now reloaded my rifle, but the locks of my 
douV)le gun being filled with the falling snow, I 
had no leisure to put it in order. IjCtting it re- 
main in statu quo, therefore, we forthwith gave 
chase. 

Inuring the little delay that necessarily took 
place whilst the above operation was going on, 
the bear seemed to have made good use of his 
'k>g^i^4o judge by the challenges of the dogs, 
who J^l)t pretty well up with him, he had by 
this time got some distance ahead. Fortunately 
the snow w’as in good order for our skidor, and 
we were therefore enabled .to proceed at a good 
pace. For a while, >ve had to contend against 
rising ground, and to force our way through a 
large and densely thick brake ; ’but, w'hen we had 
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surmounted those difficulties, we pushed quickly 
forward, and gained rapidly upon the bear. 

The run might now have lasted for near three- 
quarters of an hour, during which the animal had 
proceeded in almost a direct line from the point 
where he had started ; when, on reaching an 
eminence, we had the gratification of viewing 
him at about two hundred and fifty paces ahead : 
at this time he was galloping slowly forward, 
though occasionally stopping, as if his attention * 
was taken up with the dogs that wore following ‘ 
a little in his rear. 

We now dasihed after the boar at the very top 
of our speed. The forest hereabouts was fortu- 
nately open, and the ground falling, and of course 
very favourable for our skidor ; so that, from 
going at a killing pace, a very .short time sufliced 
to bring us within sixty or seventy paces of the 
animal. We then halted ; when taking my rifle 
from Elg, who had it loose in his hand, I dis- 
charged it at the beast. He was still in the gal- 
lop, and rather crossing me ; but my ball took 
the desired effect, for, entering one side of liir, 
neck, it passed out at the other, when he .sank 
down, and instantly i*xpired. 

Both Elg and myself were a little surprised at 
the short continuance of this chase ; for, though 
Jhe bear certainly sank six or eight inches into 
the snow at every step, he undoubtedly might 
have gone much’ quicker than he did, had he 
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chosen it : at all events, he might have proceeded 
fast enough to have left poor Paijas far in the 
hack-ground. It would have seemed, indeed, 
that if we had had a’ more favourable line of 
country l>efore us in the first instance, w'e might 
have run him down in a few minutes. The dogs, 
however, were probably the cause of his not 
making better use of his legs. 

Hears are always more easily approachable on 
the first occasion of their l)eing started from their 
winter-<iuarters, tlian at an after-period. This is, 
I believe, admitted by every one who knows 
any thing of the chasfte of these animals. Pro- 
bably this may, be owing to their senses being 
confused at their being thus untimely roused 
from their slumbers; or, perhaps, to some in- 
ternal cause which makes them incapable of the 
same exertions as at other times. For this rea- 
son, it is always desirable to push after a bear at 
one's best paw' the moment he is started. 

'rhough the run was short, it was severe, and 
we, in eonsccpience, were much heated after our 
exertions. To prevent getting chilled, therefore, 
we soon got up a roaring fire. As we had not 
broken our fast since the first appearance of day, 
we now refreshed ourselves with the little provi- 
sion we had in our knapsack : — we did not forget 
a dram of brandy. 

We then dispatched OlofF to Aspberg, whence 
we were only about three miles distant, for a 
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hand sledge — such a one as is drawn hy men, 
there being no track in that part of the forest, 
suitable for a horse — for the conveyance of the 
bear ; and, subsccpicntly, after we had unsuccess- 
fidly beaten several thick brakes, in the hopes of 
finding anotlier of tliese animals, we ourselves ])ro- 
ceeded to that hamlet. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 


Lutenas ajnd Lima bears — GallSsen. — Flermbn. — Nya Lbrdal. — 
Celebrated chasseur. — Anecdotes. — Snow-blindness. 


At nine o’clock on the evening of Tuesday, 
1st of April, when we got back to Aspberg, after 
havhig bivouacked during the preceding night 
in the Norwegian forest, where we had been 
wandering for a day or two, wc received intelli- 
gence of two bears ; one in the vicinity of Lutenas, 
in Norway, a handet situated on the Klar, at some 
fourteen miles to the north-west ; the other in the 
parisli of T.itna, in Daleearlia, which, as the crow 
flies, (the regular route being most circuitous,) 
was about fifty miles in a soutli-easterly direction. 
The letter containing the information regarding 
the Lima bear was brought me by my landlady 
from 1 japp-cottage ; this had been conveyed to 
that place, in the first instance, from Daleearlia, 
and, in consequence, it had now performed a 
journey of one hundred and sixty or one hundred 
and seventy miles. .The good woman was also 
the bearer of several other letters, one containing 
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a few rix-dollars, which, as I was almost Jigromul 
for money, proved a very seasonable supply. 

We subsequently went in pursuit of both those 
bears ; they had, hou'ever, been previously mual) 
hunted by the peasants, and necessarily rendered 
exceedingly wild : from this cause, coupled witli 
the state of the snow consecpient on the advan- 
ced period of the season, and the want of a gooil 
dog, all our endeavours to kill them proved un- 
availing. This being the ca.se, I shall go into but* 
few details. 

Prior to starting in pursuit of these beasts, I 
sent my sledge, and such jiarts of my baggage as 
1 could possibly spare, (reservii;g only as much 
as t\vo people could carry with facility,) back to 
Lapp-cottage, with my landlady. This 1 did 
from thinking it probable we might remain in 
the interior for some little time longer, when, 
from the near approach of spring, it became very 
uncertain when the frost might break up, and the 
route homewards would, in consequence, become 
impassable to any kind of vehicle, lly adopting 
this course, we were left at liberty to roam the 
forest in any direction we pleased ; for, on our 
skidor, we could skim over rivers, lakes, or the 
most precipitous mountains with every facility. 

The weather for the greater part of the month 
pf March had been rather mild, .so unlike what 
is commonly the ca.se in the northerfi parts of 
Scandinavia at that period of the year ; in that 
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time, we experienced little besides a succession of 
heavy gales of wind ; but the winter was not 
yet at an end, for, on the 1st of April, the frost 
once more set in with much rigour ; the tempe- 
rature, indeed, was so severe for the succeeding 

X 

ten or twelve days, as almost to make me think 
that it was December or January, instead of that 
genial rmmth. >Vhat the degree of cold might 
be, 1 was nevertheless unable to ascertain, as, 
along with my baggage, I had sent two of my 
three thermometers to Lapp-cottage : the one 
that remained was unfortunately only graduated 
to twenty-six degrees below the ])oint of congela- 
tion ; but on exposing this to tlic air, during 
eitlier morning or evening, the quicksilver usu- 
ally drop])cd in the ball. 

Wc gave chase to tlie lAiteniis bear in the first 
iiistanee. that being nearest to Aspberg. This 
fellow gave us two or three very severe runs : one 
day, in particular, when the snow was in capital 
order for our skidor, 1 think we coidd not liave 
driven him less than between forty and fifty miles. 

. We were in pursuit, at intervals, of this bear 
for about a fortniglit ; sometimes we lost him in 
consequence of his tracks being obliterated by the 
wind; whilst at others, the snow was in so un- 
favourable a state for our skidor, that we did 
not deem it advisable to rouse him. In that 
while we -drove him over a vast tract of the Nor- 
wegian and Daleearlian forests. At one time, I 
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think he could hardly have been less than fifty 
miles from the point where we originally started 
him. 

Though we pressed several people ns well as 
dogs into our service during the period I spe^ik 
of, we were never fortunate enough to get a shot 
at tliis bear. Indetnl. it was on but one occasion 
that we viewed the felUwv in the distance. 

AV'^hilst following this boar, we quartered twir- 
selves, as the chamte led ns, at varitnis jilaccs in 
the forest. Oiree at a small hamlet called (ial- 
lascn, situated within the Norwegian frontier, 
about fourteen miles to the northward of Imtenas. 
Mr. Tank, of Frcderick.shall, who is well known 
to many of our countrymen for his unbounded 
hospitality, is possessed of a very large tract of 
forest in the vicinity of this place. He had an 
agent residing there, a Mr. Quesling, from whom 
I received a hearty welcome, and the best that 
his house affordc<l. 

In another instance, we took up our q\iarters, 
for a short time, at Flenrion, a small liamlet con- 
sisting of three familie.s, situated in the wilds of 
the Norwegian forest, at about ten miles to the 
eastw’ard of GalliLsett. Here we met with toler- 
able accommodation, the pea.sant, at who.se hou.se 
we remained, being 'in most comfortable cir- 
cumstances. fic had a large and fine family ; 
among the rest several Ijlooming daughters : 
one of these was married to a young jwasant, 

VOL. ii. • 2 a 



354 NYA l.OKUAL. 

who, like most of the people thereabout, ran 
capitally u|>on his skidor : he was said to have 
been a rather successful chasseur, and, among 
other game, to have killed three or four bears ; we 
prised him, together with a famous dog he had, 
called Munter, into our service more than once. 

Or» a third occasion, we stopped for the night 
in a glen called Nya Ldrdal, situated at the foot 
of the Faxe-Qiill. 'Flic scenery here was very pic- 
turesque. A fine river, called the Loren, one of 
the principal tributaries of the Dal, meandered 
through the valley, which was rather deeply 
wooded ; whilst, on either hand, the snow-capped 
mountains rose to a very considerable height. 

In this se<|uestered dell there had stood, a few 
week.s previously, the residences of two peasants ; 
but one of these was burnt to the ground, owing 
to an accidental conflagration. It was fortunate, 
however, that there was a friendly roof to re- 
ceive the destitute family. Tlunigh the hbuses 
in Scandinavia are constructed of inflammatory 
materials, occurrences of this kind are not very 
common; and this is the more remarkable, inas- 
much as the inhabitants are exccssivelv careless 
of fire. 

Our host, whose name I forget, was rather 
advanced in years ; in his day, he had been the 
mo.st cclebratc'd ehasseur in all that part of tb.e 
country. If report .was to be believetl, he had 
l>een* the hardest ttnd best runner upon skidor in 
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tl)e parish of Tryssild, which covers no incon- 
siderable space of ground. He was now in 
bad health ; his sight was dim ; he was d6af 
as a post, and full of infirmities. This, it was 
said, was in consequence of the very severe cjier- 
tion he had gone through in his younger days, 
when engage<l in the chase of wild animals. Fie 
was still, nevertheless, a fine and dctermiT»ed-look- 
ing fellow. 

The bear, the elk, and the reindeer, abundance 

• 

of which had formerly been found in the vicinity 
of Nya lidrdal, had formed the principal olqects 
of his pursuit. In his time, he had .slaughtered 
great numbers of these animals* As he had not 
kept any regular account, he was unable to inform 
us of the numlier of bears that he had killed. lJut 
he thought it must have been upwards of fifty. 

He generally shot these beasts with the assist- 
ance of his d<ig, whicli he hunted in a leash, in 
the manner practi.sed by the Northern chasseurs, 
when in pursuit of the elk. This was usually 
during the autumnal months, at which period the 
bears were often on the fjiill sides, for the j)urpOse 
of feeding upon the cranberry, and other berries 
common to the Scandinavian wilds: in such ex- 
posed situations, it was ea.sy to see those animals 
from a long distance, and consequently to steal 
•upon them. 

However feasible this plgn might be in such an 
open line of country as 1 am speaking of, it would 
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be little likely to answer, I should imagine, in 
deeply-wooded districts ; as, besides the impedi- 
m'ent arising from obstruction of sight, the sports- 
man would necessarily make so inuch noise in 
-adyancing among the trees, that in all probability 
the bear would take the alarm, and move himself 
off to another part of the forest. 

Though this man had killed so many bears, 
he had never been injured by them ; but in two 
instances , he had had rather narrow escapes. In 
one, the bear, which he had wounded some little 
time before, dashed at him at the top of his speed, 
and was so nearly in upon him before he had time 
to fire, that, though he shot the ferocious brute 
through the heart, in falling, the animal almost 
rolled over his feet. 

The other was a more serious affair: it occurred 
during the autumnal mouths. His dog winded 
two bears, ii male and female, from a long dis- 
tance. On his getting a view of the animals, he 
fastened his faithful attendant, as wiis his usual 
custom, to a tree, and advanced alone with every 
caution until he was within some twenty-five 
paces of the beasts. He now took aim at the 
male bear, which he de.scribed as an |mmense 
brute ; but very unfortunately, on pulling the 
trigger, his rifle missed fire. The animal, on hear- 
ing the click, pricked his ears, and stood for a while, 
all attention ; this ga\e him leisure again to put 
his lock in order, which he did with all itnagin- 
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able silence; when he again drew' his trigger, 
though, as ill-luck would have it, with no l)cttbr 
Success than before. The l)ear, who by this tiinc 
had discovered whence the noise originated, now 
da.shed at him ; and as escjipe was impossible, 
and as he had no other means of defence, the 
man opposed the muzzle of his rifle to the en- 
raged brute ; this the animal seized hold of, .'\nd 
deeply indented it Avith bis teeth. 'I'he man was 
behind or near a tree, when pressing his gmi 
ag<ainst itsirubk, in which situation it acted like.a 
lever, he succeeded in w'rcnching it out of the 
jaw's of the beast. In the act of doing so, how- 
ever, be fell on his back, wheat the bear, as may 
readily be supjwsed, w’as quickly u])on him. 

At this moment, fortunately, tlic dog, who 
was at some distance in the back-groujul, either 
seeing or hearing what w'as going forward, be- 
gan to challenge; this attracted the .attention 
of the brute, and most happily for the ])oor 
fellow, for he was (piite alone, caused him to 
walk off. 

On this occasion, the man very fortunately re- 
ceived no' injury to his person. The sleeve of his 
coat di^ not fare qditc .so w'ell, as tlie brute tore 
that to pieces. But he was horribly frightened, 
so much so, indeed, according to his own .account, 
• that he continued to tremble for a fortnight after- 
wards. His was not a singular case ; for I re- 
member hearing of another ])cr.son, who having 
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in his younger days escaped with difficulty from 
tht? attacks of a bear, was seized with a similar 
tremor, from which he never fully recovered even 
in advanced age. 

This veteran hunter informed me that both elk 
and bear had some years previously been much 
more abundant in all that part of the country, 
than at the period of which I now speak. This 
was also the case with reindeer, which, however, 
were still occasionally to be found in the neigh- 
lK)uririg fjlills in considerable numbers. In one 
instance, after a severe chase on his skidor, he ran 
down a herd of those animals, of wduch he killed 
ten or twelve ; atifd, if he had had a sufficiency 
of ammunition, he could have shot double that 
number. 

lie had several children, and among the rest 
a son whom he had caused to be christened 
Hjiirn, or, in English, l>ear, which was perha])s 
to comiyjeinorate his own exploits. This chip of 
the old block, who w'as now middle-aged, en- 
joyed, like his father in his younger days, the 
reputation of being the best runner upon skidor 
in all that part of the country. He was also said 
to be a good shot, though I tlid not hc^ of his 
having committed much execution among either 
winged or four-footed game. 

Both the father and son, whose adventures I • 
have been enumerating, followed us on one occa- 
sion. wheit we gave chase to our bear ; but, though 
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these men were the most celebrated chasseurs in 
all tliat part of Norway, we were unable, eveii 
with their assistance, to bring the pursuit to a 
successful termination. On this occasion, we drove 
the bear over the top of the Faxe-fjall. pn 
making the descent of this mountain, whose sum- 
mit must have been elevated two or three tlK)u- 
sand feet above the level of the sea, several of our 
party met with awkward tumbles; one, indeed, 
smashed his skidor all to pieces. This was the* 
less surprising', as the declivity was j)recipitous ; 
and, in places, the surface of tlie snow was so 
hard frozen, as almost to resemble a glacier. 

In our rambles among the ^iills we met with 
a good many ripa, some few of which we shot; 
tliese birds, as 1 liave said, are munerous in all the 
more mountainous parts of Scandinavia. 

At this period, Elg was a gcnxl <leal afflicted 
with snow-blindness ; which was little to be won- 
dered at, as the country we were traversing was 
generally very open, and the glare from the snow, 
in consequence, considerable. But by wearing a 
small shade over his eyes, and adopting other 
precautions, he soon got better. I fortunately 
e8capedj:his evil. 

On the 11th of April we discontinued the chase 
of the Lutenas bear, ks we found we had no chance 
•of coming up with him. * The last we saw of the 
animal was on the summit pf the Faxe-fjiill. 

From this spot we wended our way on our ski- 
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dor across the forest, to attack the other bear in 
tJje parish of Lima, which was about sixty miles 
distance, in a south-easterly direction. This beast 
was in a very wild range of country, to the west- 
ward of the W'^enjan lake, of which I have spoken 
when describing the skall in Dalecarlia. 

During our progress we passed through the 
hamlet of Lima, which gave me an opportunity 
of paying a visit to Mr. llestavius, the pastor 
of the parish. This venerable gentleman, who 
was seventy-six years of age, expatiated largely 
during dinner on tlie benefits of matrimony, which 
was not much to be wondered at, as I found that 
though he had <Hily a sliort time previously con- 
signed the remains of his fourth wife to mother 
eiwUi, he was then solacing liis grief Avith another 
helpmate. Hut his was not a solitary case, for 
the clergyman of .iVppelbo, the adjoining parish, 
wim had attained to the almost j)atriarchal age 
of eighty, report said, was at this time enjoying 
all the blessedness of the Avedded state Avith his 
rib. Kleven Avives betAveen two individuals, 
Avas, 1 think, a pretty fair alloAvance ; it was well 
that tliese Avorthy divines AA'cre not of the Romish 
faith, for a life of celibacy must have be^n worse 
to them thiui the purgatory Avith Avhich their 
Church threatens evil doers in the next world. 

Mr. llestavius had been the rector of Lima 
for the long period ^of forty-two years. His 
|)arish, he informed me, contained almost 2400 
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inhabitants ; and tliat tiiough war and pestilence 
had at one period sensibly diminished the popu- 
lation, still there was on the whole an increase 
of about three hundred individuals. 

We chased the Lima bear with little inter- 
mission for a week ; but as I have already said, 
all our endeavours to destroy him were unavail- 
ing; indeed, in that time we never succeeded 
in getting a shot, or even a view. \>'e were 
often, however, within a very short distance oi 
the beast. 

Our ill-fortune was principally attributable to 
the state of the snow ; at times this was st> hard, 
that the animaVs tracks in ])laees were not per- 
ceptible; whilst at others, the snow was in such 
a slushy state from the eflccts of the sun, that we 
had literally to plough our ivay through it. Our 
dogs Avere besides useless ; for Paijas, though Avil- 
ling, was unable to do his duty ; and Pjissopp, 
whom Ave had along with us, though fully capa- 
ble of keeping up with the besir, had not the in- 
clination. At times he would Avorry the beast 
for two or three minutes together, but he quickly 
came to heel. 

During this time, Ave Avere very sciintily sup- 
plied with provisions ; for these, indeed, Ave had to 
send to the hamlets' of Oje and Wenjan, which 
.were at a good many miles distance, as all this 
part of the country Avas uninhabited. 

In all this Avhile Ave had either to bivouac on 
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the snow, or to take up our lodgings for the night 
at such satterwalls as we fell in with in the course 
of* our rambles through the forest. As I was 
without even a blanket on this occasion, and had 

r 

only a hard bench for my bed, and a log for my 
pillow, 1 used to think these quarters were much 
worse than a watch-fire even in the open air ; but 
as we experienced some heavy snow-storms at 
this time, it was desirable to be under shelter. 

Under any circumstances, it would not have 
been* a luxury thus to rough it; •but, after the 
hard exercise we occasionally took during the day, 
the evil told doubly. More than one of our runs 
after this bear, indeed, were so severe, that al- 
though stripped to my shirt and trousers, I was 
heated to that degree, as to be perfectly wet 
through : how 1 managed to stand it out as well 
as I did, I know not ; for Elg, who had a much 
stronger constitution than myself, became so ill 
and knocked up, that two days before I gavC in 
myself, he left me, at his own pressing request, 
and made the best of his way to his home at 
Brunberg. 

Finding all farther attempts to kill the animal 
useless, we took our final leave of him at sunrise, 
on the morning of the 17th of April, and wended 
our way homewards. 

Though this bear, as well as the one at I^uten^, 
escaped us, the season )vas altogether a rather suc- 
cessful one. I believe, however, that there was 
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not another of those beasts, besides those of which 
I have made mention, hilled in Wermeland during 
the winter ; this shows their extreme scarcity ift 
Scandinavia. 

The snow at this time was still between t\^o 
and three feet in most parts of the forest ; and the 
surface of it, at this early hour in the morning, 
was so hard frozen, that it would bear the weight 
of a person, even without his skidor ; but when 
the sun had been above the horizon for a few 
liours, this cru^ melted, and the snow then be- 
came a mass of slush. 

We made for Tando, in the first instance, which 
was at about seventeen or eighteen miles, as the 
crow flies, to the westward ; but as the snow was 
in good order for our skidor, we reached that 
place in less than four hours. Here I parted from 
my two peasants, who had accompanied me from 
Aspberg, when, getting into a sledge, I made the 
best of my way to Lapp-cottage. 

As no occurrence of any interest took place, it 
would be tedious were I to narrate the particulars 
of iny journey ; suffice it to say, that owing to 
the wretched state of the roads, which, as I ad- 
vanced to the south, became nearly bare of snow, 
it was a slow and most unpleasant one ; and that 
though I made the best of my way, I did not 
reach home until the morning of the 19th. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 


Remarks on Bear-shooting when on skidor ; a good dog invalu- 
able on those occasions; manner in which the dog conducts 
his attacks; danger of shooting the dog ; a dog a great safe- 
guard, — Bears killing dogs; Bears throwing sticks; Bears 
taking refuge in trees. — Bear-speurs, guns, &c. — Danger of 
attacking Bears on skidor. — Anecdotes. — Return to Lapp- 
cottage. 

Ik the snow be in good order, and a man has 
a good dog, the chase of the bear on skidor is a 
noble amusement ; for, even should it prove un- 
successful, he has at least the satisfaction of en- 
joying an animating run. Should the dog, on the 
ebntrary, be worthless, and should the snow be 
in an unfavourable state, as was the case with us 
at this time, the pursuit of those animals becomes 
excessively disheartening. 

. For bear-shooting, a first-rate dog is invalu- 
able ; but such are rarely to be found ; indeed, 
with the exception qf Paijas, I never met with 
one at all deserviiig that character : that gal- 
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lant hound however was, in his better days, every 
thing I could wish. In one instance, as 1 have 
said, I knew him to worry a large bear for nearly 
eight successive hours; and durinjj a consider- 
able part of this time, no person was with hipi. 
Sometimes he was alongside the beast ; at others, 
a little aliead; and then hanging on his rear; and 
all this while making the forest ring again with 
his yells. Though he usually conducted his at- 
tacks with caution, in consequence of the maul- 
ing he received* from a bear iji his younger days, 
liis courage at times, during this particular chase, 
got the better of his ])rudence ; for, on hearing 
my shots, he seldom resi.stcd tkc temptation ol 
having a snap at the haunches of his rugged anta- 
gonist. In this case, the bear would swing him- 
self round with wonderful agility, dash at tlu 
dog, and strike out with his paws in much tlu 
same manner as a cat ; but Paijas, being up tc 
these manoeuvres, always took care to beat t 
timely retreat. 

By a dog thus incessantly harassing a bear 
the sportsman is enabled to make many a shor 
cut; his continual attacks, besides, often briuf 
the beast to a stand«-still ; in which case, one car 
generally approach within range of him. 

When a dog is dbdging about a bear in tlu 
manner of which I speak’, the sportsman shouh 
be careful how he fires, or .the poor animal maj 
get hit by an ill-directed ball. Indeed, on mor 
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than one occasion, I have been much afraid of 
<shooting Paijas, that I have taken the gun from 
my shoulder without discharging it. 

A good dog is an immense safeguard to a per- 
spn ; as, should he unhappily fall into the jaws of 
the beast, his faithful follower might be the means 
of saving his life ; as, on these occasions, the dog 
seldom hesitates to fix at once upon the bear, and, 
by so doing, he often succeeds in drawing the at- 
tack from his master to himself. 

High-couraged dogs are not unfrequently kill- 
ed by the bear during the chase ; for, if the beast 
once gets them within his grasp, he in most cases 
qxiickly annihilates them. Several instances of 
the kind have come to my knowledge. 

It is said, that when the bear is pursued by 
dogs, he at times becomes so much enraged, 
that he takes hold of the nearest stick or stone 
he can lay his paws upon, and casts it at them. 
According to Mr. Nilsson, indeed, when the bear 
is attacked by the hunter; and whilst beating a 
retreat, (1 wish it was my luck never to find him 
a' more formidable opponent,) he satisfies lumself 
by throwing these missiles at his adversary. It is 
reported, that the beast is a bad marksman ; for, 
instead of sending his weapon in the direction of 
his enemy, he ‘not unfrequently whizzes it over 
his own head. As I never witnessed exploits cf 
the kind on the part of Bruin, I am by no means 
inclined to vouch for the truth of such stories. 
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Though a young bear will occasionally take to 
a tree, in the event of its being attacked, it very 
rarely occurs that an old one will thus shelter 
itself from its pursuers. But this happened to 
Svensson on one occasion. He was chasing Jhe 
beast on skidor, when, all of a sudden, he lost his 
tracks ; but, on looking upwards, he saw the 
shaggy monster seated among the branches of the 
pine ; his trusty rifle, however, soon made him 
bite the dust, or rather the snow : this was very 
deep at the time ; so that when the animal fell to 
the ground, he was so completely enveloj)cd with 
that covering, that only one of his hind-feet was 
visible above it. 

A circumstance of the like kind once occurred 
to the celebrated chasseur, near to Hjerpledon, 
of whom I have elsewhere made mention. The 
bear, during the chase, took refuge in a tree ; 
but, on the man’s firing, he tumbled down ; not 
headlong, like Svensson’s, but with his hind- 
quarters in advance, catching hold, as he fell, of 
the small branches of the pine ; these being insuf- 
ficient to support his weight, he tore thcfn frOin 
the trunk iri his descent, ^ that, by the time 
he reached the ground, he had his arms full 
of boughs. The beast, however, was not very 
desperately wounded, the ball having missed his 
•vitals: when* therefore he’ arrived on terra Anna, 
he lost no time in getting on his logs and dash- 
ing at the man ; but as the hunter w^as an admi- 
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table runner upon skidor, he fortunately suc- 
ceeded, though with considerable difficulty, in 
eluding his clutches. Subsequently, the man de- 
stroyed the beast. 

Though I usually carried only a simple stick 
in each of my hands when chasing the bear on 
skidor, I on one or two occasions substituted a 
light spear in their stead. This was constructed 
of some tough wood, and was about seven feet in 
length ; 'the blade was provided with a case made 
of o:;-hide, to prevent injury to myself, or other 
persons. This covering, however, was affixed to 
the weapon in so simple a manner, that in a 
second or two, t could throw it on one side and 
be ready for action. 

The Laplanders, as well as the inhabitants of 
the more northern Swedi.sh provinces, are usually 
])rovided with similar spears when pursuing 
a bear or other animal upon their skidor ; but 
the chasseurs of \\'ermelund and the adjacent 
parts never made use of those weapons. This 
was from thinking their weight an incumbrance, 
ami that they could get on faster and better 
in broken ground •without them ; they there- 
fore trusted to their heels alone for safety, in 
the event of coming into contact with these 
beasts. 

The spears the Ijaplanders carry in their hands, 
when upon skidor are usually very slight : when 
they pur})oso attacking a bear in his den with 
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those weapons, a practice not uncommon among 
that people, they are of a much stouter descrip- 
tion ; the shaft of tlic spear, besides, is then eased 
with iron, to prevent tlie beasts^ from tearing them 
to pieces with their fangs. I have now such jin 
one in my possession. 

No one in AVermelaud and the adjacent parts 
thought it worth while to attem])t running down 
the wolf* on skidor, which was owing to the 
deeply-wooded and broken nature of the country, ^ 
as well as to those animals usually .taking to roads 
or pathways, in the event of their being pursued. 
In Lapland, and other more o])cn parts of Scan- 
dinavia, nevertheless, these pernicious beasts are 
frequently destroyed by that means. 

If a man bo upon skidor when he attacks a 
bear, and at all near to the animal, he should 
never allow these implements to be pointed to- 
wai’ds him, as, in the event of an attack, he has 
no time to turn about and get out of the way ; 
they should, on the contrary, be in some measure 

* Mr. Rae Wilson, when speaking of the wolf, says very rnar- 
vclloij.sly, — ‘*Of one fact, incredible as it may at first appear,'! 
was assured by most respectable authority iu the capital, that, 
two years Viefore, they had seized several girls aliout sixteen 
years of age. These attacks are said to be made with tlie fore- 
paws, and the mouth is not used until they have mastered their 
victim. They tli^n suck the blood, and aft(?rward.s drag the 
carcass to their dens. Should the way lie up-liiH, or through 
Rushes, that prevent them from dragging it, they arc observed 
to take the carcass in their fore-paw^, and wallc with it on their 
hind-legs only.” 

VOL. II. . 2 B 
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parallel with the beast ; so that, when he sees the 
storm coming he may push on one side. If the 
b^ar misses his first dash, he most commonly takes 
himself off ; though sometimes he will pursue a 
m^n, let him proceed in what direction he may. 

In attacking a bear, a man ought always to 
keep the higher ground ; for, should he be below 
the animal when he fires, and his ball not take 
effect in a vital part, it is very probable the 
beast will dash towards him at the top of his 
speetl. If, on the contrary, he be- above him, he 
is the better enabled to get out of the way in the 
event of an attack. It is said, besides, that when 
the bear sees his op])onent has the vantage-ground, 
he seldom makes any hostile attempt. 

It is asserted that, if a man meet a lion, and has 
the |)resenee of mind to look him full in the face, 
the animal becomes cowed, and usually takes him- 
st'lf off. I do not know if this will hold good 
with the bear ; few people, I a|)prebend, having 
trieil tlie experiment. Jan Finne says that be 
can tell by the eye of that animal if he be savage, 
or the contrary ; and that, should the beast once 
steadily look at him, be knows he is not afraid, 
and be therefore kee})s a respectable distance. 

If a man purposes attacking a bear at close 
quarters, a double gun is decidedly the best ; if 
it be in the winter-season, a detonator is very pre- 
ferable. 'Owing to having flint locks, both my 
barrels, as I have shown, mis.sed fire, one on an 
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occasion, which might have been attended with 
most serious consequences ; a large ball is very dcv- 
sirable. The best points to hit a bear, or any other 
animal, are in the forehead, in the breast, under 
the ear, or at the back of the shoulder : bullets 
placed in other parts of the body of an old bear 
usually have little immediate effect. If the snow 
be deep, and the bear is crossing a man, he should 
always aim very low ; he must often, indeed, fire 
into the snow, if he expects to hit the heart of the' 
beast. 

The chasse of the bear on skidor is certainly 
attended with some degree of danger ; for, in the 
event of the animal coming eiu} on at a man in 
close cover, it is not easy on such umvieldy ma- 
chines to get out of the way. The bear, it is 
true, generally runs at the sight of a person ; but 
if he be wounded, he frequently turns, and, as 
lias been seen, inflicts a terrible vengeance ujion 
bis as.sailants. I have heard of several men hav- 
ing been killed ; and many is tbe {)oor fellow 
that I have met with in different parts of Scan- 
dinavia, who has been dc.sperately injured by 
these beasts. 

An old chas.seur, near to Gefie, named .lader- 
strciin, assured me that on one occasion, a [larty of 
seven Finns and Laps attacked a.bear upon their 
gkidor, but they did not succeed in destroying tlie 
beast until five of them were severely wounded : 
one of them was entirely scalped. .laderstrom 
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was not present himself on this occasion, but he 
saw the bear and the wounded men brought 
down from the forest. 

Tdeutenant Oldenburg mentioned several in- 
stances of people having been wounded by bears 
when pursuing them on skidor, that came within 
his own knowledge. A peasant, indeed, Avith 
whom he once lodged in the parish of Ora, in 
Jemptland, had been severely lacerated by one of 
these beasts. 

'fhis man, in company with several others, was 
in pursuit of the animal ; but being the best run- 
ner of the party, he was the first to come up 
witlj him, wlien,/liscluirging his rifle, he severely 
wounded the beast. The latter, in his turn, now 
rushed at the hunter, who, to save himself, 
wheeled about and endeavoured to get out of 
the way ; he presently, however, came to a little 
precipice, or steep declivity, down which he 
tumbled headlDng, and in a moment afterwards 
tlie bear Avas on him. The ferocious beast noAV 
([uickly tore out one of his eyes, and otherAvise 
Avoimdcd liiin severely in the body ; lie bit him 
so badly, besides, in the hand, that he ever after- 
AA-^ards lost the use of three .of his fingers. It is 
probable, indeed, he Avould have killed him, had 
not his companions at last come to the broAV of 
the precipice, Avhen, seeing the bear seated upon 
the poor fellow’s body, they immediately shot 
him through the head. 
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On another occasion, when Ijieutcnant Oltlen- 
bnrg Avas in the parisli of 'rorj), in Norrlaiul, 
he saw a chasseur brought down from the forest 
who had been most desperately wounded by a 
bear. . 

This inan, as in the instance just narrated, from 
being some distance in advance of his party, was 
alone when he fired at and wounded the aninud. 
On receiving the ball, the brute turneil upoi^ 
him ; when, being unable to escape, and having, 
neither knife n*or other weapon, he grappled with 
him, and both soon came to the ground. Here a 
most desperate struggle look place, which la.sted 
for a very considerable time ; setmetimes the man, 
who was a most powerful fellow, being upjHT- 
most, and at others the bear ; but from loss t»f 
blood and exhaustion the chasseur was at last 
necessitated to give uj) the contest ; when, turn- 
ing’ oji his face in the snoAV, he pretended to be 
dead. The bear, on this, (pnctly seated himself 
on his body, in whicli situation, it was thought, 
he remained for near half an hour ; at length the 
sufferer’s companions came up, when, observing 
his deplorable situation, they shot the beast 
through the heart. 

When Lieutenant Oldenburg saw the iu)happy 
man, his face, breast, arms, and Megs were all a 
mass of blood ; hut, though so terribly maided, 
he had the good fortune eypntually to recover. 

It is a commonly-received opinion, that she- 
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bears witli cubs are the most dangerous ; but 
eVen these do not always turn upon their assail- 
ants. On two occasion.*, I have been immediate- 
ly near to, and wounded these animals when thus 
cipcumstanced, without their attempting to mo- 
lest me; indeed, on the contrary, though both 
might readily have got hold of me, they left 
their cubs to their fate, and made their best 
.efforts to esea[)e. In one of these instances, I 
was ((uite alone. She-bears with cubs will, it is 
true, often attack people; but, gbnerally s])cak- 
ing, the old males are the most savage. 'I’hesc 
very generally turn upon their opponents, if 
they are woundcil. They are, besides, the more 
to be dreaded, from their enormous ])rowess. 

I was myself in .some danger from one of these 
fellows during the last winter. 1 shall detail the 
particadars, which may not be altogether unin- 
teresting. This animal had, for some time pre- 
viously, committed very great ravages among the 
cattle in the line of forest’ situated between the 
river Klar and Dal. During the preceding sum- 
mer, indeed, he was said to have .slaughtered up- 
wards of twenty horses alone. He was the terror 
of the people in tho.se parts. ‘ 

Very fortunately, my man Elg, in his rambles 
through the forest at the setting-in of the win- 
ter, fell in with and ringed the tracks of this 
beast; this was no .'considerable distance frojn 



AN ICC DOTE. 


:i75 

the northern extremity of Moss-sjon, the lake of 
Avliich I liave more than once spoken ; but as 
at that time there was little snow in the forl^t, 
we left him undisturbed until the Aveek before 
Christmas. 

At the latter period, Elg and myself proeceiled 
cjuite alone to the ring, which we searched in our 
usual silent and cautious manner ; but it was not 
until the evening of the second day, owing to the 
circle being of a great extent, that we met with 
the beast ; he,1iowever, was so much on liis guard, 
that, before we observed his lair, he bolted from 
it and moved otf. u\t this time, the fellow was 
not more than twenty paces distant ; but, owing 
to the trees being loaded Avitli snow, I only got 
the merest glimpse ])ossihle of him. I neverthe- 
less fired one of my barrels, which Avas charged 
with tAA'o balls, but the brake Avas so thick, that 
one, if not both of them, was intcrriiptcd by the 
intervening trees, and, in consecpiencc, he escaped 
unhurt. 

It Avould haA^e been useless to give chase at this 
time, for there Avas too much snoAv on the ground 
to enable us to move Avith any expedition on foot, 
and too little to make use of skidor to advantage ; 
Ave therefore tliought it best to let the beast go off 
Avithout farther molestation. In the course of the 
•tAVO folloAving days, hoAA^ever, avc again succeeded 
in ringing him ; though this Avas not until he had 
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proceeded some nine or ten miles farther to the 
northward. Here, for awhile, we allowed him to 
rest in (juiet. 

On the first of Just January we experienced a 
vcfy heavy storm of snow, which continued with 
little intermission for the succeeding three days : 
on its cessation, the ground was covered with that 
substance to the depth of from two to three feet. 
VVe now thought it time for action ; and on the 
5th of that month, the weather being fine and 
frosty, we proceeded to the new ring, which was 
at no great distance from the Finnish hamlet of 
Niisherg, in the hopes that fortune might ])rove 
more pro{)itious. ► 

On this, as on the former occasion, we were, I 
may sayfalone ; for. though Svensson, whom we 
had fallen in with at Niisherg, and another pea- 
sant, followed upon our track, with an axe and a 
little ])rovision, it being uncertain where we might 
quarter for the night, only F.lg and myself Were* 
armed with guns. In this instance we had lIcc- 
tor along with us. 

We were now, of course, ])rovidcd with our 
ski<lor. 'riu)ugh the greater part of the snow had 
so recently fallen, yet, owing to the storm having 
been accompanied by a very heavy gale of wind, 
it hud, from drifting, obtained such a consistency, 
that those machines did'not run verj' much amiss, 
'fhe loo.sehess of the snow told both ways ; for 
though it was far from Iwing in a favourable state 
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for oui skidor, yet we were certain the bear, when 
roused, must, from his great bulk, sink to tltc 
ground at every step. In point of fact, however, 
I believe my people were little hdpeful of our 
meeting with success on this occasion ; but, as 1 
thought, that even shoidd he escape us f{)r the 
time, there was no great harm done, I determined 
on giving him a galloj). 

As a fortnight had now elapsed since we had 
chased the bear near to IMo.ss-sjiin, we th'ought it 
not improbable that his fears might, by this time,* 
have in some degree subsided, and that we might 
be enabled to steal upon him whilst in his lair. Or- 
dering Svensson and the other ,|)easant, therefore, 
to remain without the ring, which was of an in- 
considerable size, Elg and myself proceeded to 
look for the beast. That our movements might 
be elfeeted with the greater silence on this occa- 
sion. we divested ourselves «)f our skidor, and ])ro- 
ceeded on foot. 

The fatigue of getting along was now very 
great, for, in many places where the snow had 
drifted, we sank down nearly to our middles; 
the snow, besides, was hanging in siich masses on 
the trees, that, in the closer brakes, we could 
hardly see more than a j)ace or two ahead. 'I’hese 
would have been very trilling eyils, had our ma- 
.iHEUvre succeeded: but this, unfortunately, was 
not the csise; for the bear, from some cause or 
other, had taken the alarm, and, long before we 
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fell in with his lair, which occupied the whole 
surface of an immense ant-hill, he had bolted 
fre)m it. 

We now lost as little time as possible in rejoin- 
in|{ the ])eoj)le, when, resuming our skidor, we 
instantly gave chase to the bear at our best pace. 
Though l^lg and myself, when on foot, waded 
through the snow with so much labour and diffi- 
culty, the bear, from his enormous strength, and 
the wide spread of his feet, was enabled to make 
his way through it w'ith apparent case and facility. 
He did not, however, proceed at a gallop, ex- 
cepting in particular places, to which, indeed, I 
s»i])pose he was unequal ; but he still managed to 
shuffie forward at no contemjitible pace. 

Had the fellow now held to an open line of 
country, 1 aj)prehend we should soon liave run him 
down. Hut he had too much wit ; and, instead 
of tliiis exposing himself, he held to the most 
broken and precipitous ground, and to the thick- 
est and most tangled brakes in the forest : in con- 
sequence of this, our course was naturally much 
impeded. This was bad enough ; though still, if 
Hector had stood well to the animal, we might, 
in all probability, soon have come up with him ; 
but, after pursuing the beast for some little dis- 
tance, the dog fell to heel, and thus was of no 
manner of service. 

These were discouraging circumstances; but, 
still hoping for the. best, w’c eontiimcd to push 
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forward at the top of our speed. At last, after 
the chase had continued for almost three hourfi, 
and after we had been contending for some time 
with rising ground, we reached the summit of a 
considerable elevation. From* hence w^e had the 
gratification of viewing the object of our ])ursuit 
at about two hundred paces distance, as lie was 
making his way across a newly-made svedgefiill 
that lay on the slope of the hill hehnv ns. At 
this point, the snow had drifted very milch, and 
was from three to four feet in depth ; and, in. eon-' 
.sequence, the beast had literally to wade through 
it. \Vc now dashed forward at our best pace, 
in the hopes of being able to .intercept him be- 
fore he should reach a thick brake on the o])- 
posite side of the svedgefiill, towards which he 
was making; but finding we could not accom- 
plish this object in sufficient time, I halted when 
I had advanced to within about seventy jiaces 
of him, and levelled my rifle. In this instance, 
however, 1 played a most stupid part ; for, though 
I had ample time to fire, I delayed so long in at- 
tempting to take a certain aim, that the fellow 
slipped into the thicket and disa])pearcd without 
my having jiulled the trigger. The fact wiis, his 
hind-quarters were principally exposed to me, 
where a bullet of cour.se would have had but 
. little effect.* This was a sad mishap, and from 

vexation I felt almost inclined to smash my gun 
. ** 
to pieces. 
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A delay of about three or four minutts now 
took place, in consccpience of Elg having to re- 
turn some little distance for the case of my rifle, 
which we had cast upon the ground when we 
first viewed the hear. In this interim, the peasant 
coming up with our knapsack, we indulged our- 
selves with a dram and a crust of bread, which 
was of no little service in recruiting our exhausted 
stfengtli. 

W e then resumed the chase ; hut the animal 
liaving the start of us, we for a long while saw 
nothing more of him. \^''e now began to be 
apprehensive that, for this day at least, we had 
seen the last of tin? beast. Elg indeed said it was 
next to useless continuing the pursuit : hut not 
caring to throw a chance away, I determined to 
])ersevere until nightfall. 

'riius disapj)ointed, we continued to drag our- 
.selves along as fast as our jaded condition would 
permit, and until after the shades of evening l.ad 
set in. At last, liowever, wlien we were in a 
rather open ])art of the forest, the object of our 
pursuit suddenly reared himself up from among 
a cluster of small pines situated on a little emi- 
nence at some twenty-five j)aee.s in advance of us, 
and presc'uted himself to our view. I now lost 
no time in sli])]>ing my double gun out of its 
case, when as the fellow Avas .slowly retreating 
among the' bushes, I di.scharged both my barrels 
at him almost at the .same instant. On recei\'ing 
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iiiy fir?, the monster, with his jaws disteiuiod, par- 
tially swun^ himself round, wlien, growling fu- 
riously, he seemed as if he was on the point-of 
dashing towards us. Ihit the snow, thereabouts 
was unusually deep, whieh,* et)U])lcd with the 
state of exhaustion he must naturally have been 
in from the long run we had given him, caused 
him probably to alter his determination, and, 
instead of attacking us, he continued his retreat. 
This was perhaps fortunate ; for, as he' bad the 
vantage-ground, and we were encumbered with* 
our skidor, it might have been ditlicult for us to 
have got out of his way. 

Svensson and the other peasant now shortly 
came up, when, after reloading my gnn, and 
making tiie locks as water-proof as ]X)ssible in my 
usual manner, namely, by means of a candle-end 
that I carried about me for the purpose, avc 
lost no time in following nj) the bear, which 
was evidently much wounded, as we saw' by his 
tracks being deeply marked with blood. 

As it wiis the post of danger, 1 now' led the 
way ; Elg and the peasants following in my 
wake. Thus we proceeded for some distance, 
until w'e came to a very thick and tangled brake. 
Having a suspicion that the beast might have 
sheltered himself here, I madu a little detour 
, around his tfacks, and succeeded in ringing him, 
I now lost not a moment in taking, off my skidor ; 
for, in the event of an atfack in close cover, these 
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machines, as I have said, are highly dangerous, 
and advanced on foot into the thicket. 

•But I had not proceeded more than two or 
three paces, when a most terrific and lengthened 
growl announced that the bear was still in exist- 
<mce ; and the next moment, and at only some 
ten or twelve paces distance, the quantity of snow 
which was hanging in the trees having prevented 
me from previously observing him, I viewed the 
fellow dashing forward at the full gallop ; fortu- 
nately, I was not altogether taken by suri)rise, for 
my double gun was not only out of its case, but 
both the locks were on the full-cock. This was 
well, for the beast came at such a rattling pace, 
that, by the time 1 had discharged my second 
barrel, he was within less than a couple of paces 
of the muzzle of my gun. When I fired my last 
shot, he was not coniing directly towards me ; for 
either my first had turned him, which the people 
asserted was the case, — or he did not observe. us, 
owing to the closeness of the cover. By swerving 
uiy body to one side, however, for I had no time 
to move my feet, he luckily passed close alongside 
of me. without offering me any molestation. This, 
indeed, 1 apprehend, was out of his power; for, 
after receiving the contents of my last barrel, he 
slackened his pace, and by the time he had pro- 
ceeded some few steps farther, life was extinct, 
and he sank to. rise no more. 

The annexed print wdl give some idea of what 
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I have-just been describing; but it has been ne- 
cessary, to introduce rather different scenery frojjri 
the reality ; as, if the brake where the affiiir to®k 
place w'ere faithfully delineated, neither men nor 
animals could have been depicted ; the snow, be- 
sides, \vas very deep under-foot. 

Elg, who was only a short distance from me, 
behaved very w'ell on this occasion ; for, though 
my rifle w'as in readiness in his liand, he refrained, 
agreeably to my previous instructions, fiDm dis- 
chai’ging it. Aly m'ders to him Avere, as I.liave* 
said, only to fire in the event of the bear actually 
having me in his gripe ; and to these directions, 
which few other men, under the circumstance, 
w’ould probably have attended to, he ])aid obe- 
dience. 

Our ])rizc proved to be an immense male bear; 
I subse(|uently caused him to he conveyed to 
Oddeholm, a distance of between fort}' and fifty 
miles, when we ascertained his weiglit to he four 
hundred. and sixty English pounds. This, it must 
be recollected, was after a severe run, during which 
he had jwohahly wasted not a little; and also, 
that it was in the winter-time, W'hen, from his 
stomach being contracted, he Avas naturally very 
much lighter than hcAA'ould have been during the 
autumnal months ; in point of fget, had this bear 
been slaughtered during -the latter ])criod of the 
year, his AA'eight Avould probably have been be- 
tAveen five and si^t hundretf pounds. 
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Oil opening tills beast, thirty-six hours after 
his death, and during the intermediate time he 
had been exposed to the open air, when the tem- 
perature was pretty severe, we found that, owing 
to ills excessive exertion, nearly the whole of the 
fat of liis intestines was in a state of liquefaction, 
and in eonse<iuenee we were necessitated to scoop 
it out with a cu|). I have already made mention 
of this circumstance when speaking of the vhasse 
of the hear during the summer season. 

• Cm taking the skin from the beast, we found 
he had received my eight bullets : for, though I 
only (ired four times, I had on each occasion two 
running balls in either barrel. The balls from the 
two first discharges (as it was siqiposed) took effect 
rather high up in his side, the jioint exposed to 
me; those from the third were received in the 
animars mouth, as he was coming with di.ste;ided 
jaws towanls us, when they carried away half his 
tongue and one of his fangs ; whilst those from 
the foiuili discharge pa.s.sed either through or im- 
mediately near to his heart, and caused his almost 
instant dis.soiution. 

Hy the time tlie chase was concluded, both Klg 
and myself were nearly exhausted from fatigue. 
I-'or the health of the former, indeed, I began to 
feel some appreliension, for, though we hardly re- 
mained stationary for five minutes, ‘owing to his. 
blood cooling tiM) suddenly, he began to tremble 
like an aspen leaf. • fie wore a linen shirt, the 
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greatest’ of all evils in cold countries, which was 
probably the cause of it ; for I myself, being pro- 
vided with flannel, suffered no inconvenience of 
the\ike nature. A little brandy, however, which 
we had still remaining in the Hask, soon renovated 
our- worn-out frames. 

It w'as not far from dark when the chase con- 
cluded ; and as the weather was rather severe, and 
we were careless of bivouacking in the forest, after 

our recent exertion, we left the bear where he had 

• « 

fallen, aiid at enee made the best, of our way to 
Niisberg, whence we were only a few' miles distant; 
but owing to the darkness, and to our being im- 
acquainted with the way, it was jthree hours after 
sunset before we reached that hamlet. 

Though Svensson had been in at the death of 
more bears than almost any man in Scandinavia, 
he stated that he had never seen but one c»jually 
large as that which we had just annihilated ; this 
fellow w'as nearly giving him a broken head. 
'Phe circumstances were these. 

Along with five or six other chassexirs he was 
cha.sing the beast on his skidor, when, after the 
run had continued fora time, and after the animal 
had been slightly wo»inded, the latter tfxjk refuge 
in a close brake. The cover was here, excessively 
thick, which, together with the trees being deeply 
Ipaded with snow, rendered it almost impenetrable. 
Svensson and his companions did not in conse- 
(juence deem it prudent fiirtlicr to molest the 
voi,. II. ,2c 
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monster in such a situation, and for a while there- 
fore they endeavoured by shouts to drive him 
from his position ; ])ut as he remained immov- 
able, in spite of their cries, their patience became 
exhausted, and they determined, let the conse- 
(juences be what they might, upon attacking him 
at close (j uarters. 

For this purpose they all took off their skidor, 
wlien Svensson leading the way, the rest follow- 
ing closely upon his tracks, the ])arty advanced 
silcirtly and cautiously into the •thicket. Here 
they soon descried their shaggy antagonist, when 
discharging their riiles in concert, they succeeded 
in severely woupding him ; but their balls not 
taking effect in any vital part, only tended to 
enrage the beast, who wheeling about on the in- 
stant, made towards them at the top of his speed ; 
by throwing themselves on one side, however, 
they very fortunately avoided the onset; and the 
bear passing within a pace or two of them, ])etook 
himself to another part of the forest, without in 
any manner molesting them, 'rhey had a very 
narrow escape on this occasion, for the animal was 
so near to them, that some of the snow which he 
knocked from the trees in Ins ])rogrcss, actually 
fell on their ])ersons. They attributed their safety, 
as was doubtless the case, to the density of the 
brake, rendered <loubly so by the nfasses of sno\v 
hanging hi the trce.s, having concealed them from 
the view of their ferocious assailant. 
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This bear made good his retreat from Sveiisson 
and his companions on this particular occasion, bpt 
some days afterwards they were fortunate enough 
to destroy him. He had near a hundred weight 
of fat about him. 


2 c 2 
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CHAPTER XX\ III. 


Chase of the Elfdal Bear. 

• 

On Ji second occasion I was also in some danger 
from another eapittd male bear : as in the last 
instimee, 1 shall relate the jtarticidiirs at length. 

'I'his iiniinal was aeeidentidly roused from his 
den, in the wintt'r season, hy some jieasants Avho 
were felling timber in the forest, in the parish of 
Ny, in Klfdjil ; hut Jifter he had proceeded a short 
distance, he again hiid himself down in the Avil- 
derness, ftir the purpose, doubtless, of reposing .du- 
ring the remainder of that ipelement season ; and 
here he was ringed, or encircled. This beast was 
supposed to be tin old marauder, that for several 
preceding years had committed great ravages 
timong the cattle in that part of the country ; this 
being the case, his death was devoutly to be 
wished for, and those who had ringed him deem- 
ed it more advisable tp got up a shall than to 
attempt his destruction, by other means. Such 
being the ca.se, information was -.sent to Mr. Falk, 
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who in consequence ordered out four or five 
liiuulred men. 

1 w'as pre-sent at this battue, which took place 
at about five or six miles to the eastward of 1 dn- 
debohl ; but as no circumstance of particular in- 
tere.st occurred, 1 shall confine myself to stating, 
that soon after the cordon was formed around the 
beast, and after several shots had been fired at 
him, he became desperate, and, dashing through 
the ranks, for that time made good his retreat. 

After the bear had e.sca])ed from the skall, he" 
made across the country, in nearly a direct line, 
about fourteen miles to the .southward, and here 
he was once more encircled , by the peasants. 
T'his intelligence was .soon conveyed to Mr. Falk, 
W'ho thcreiqioh ordered out .six or seven hundred 
men to form a second skall for the destruction of 
the animal. Eut prior to this taking jilace, the 
beast, either from disliking his new quarters, or 
from being disturbed, dc.sertcd them ; when, strik- 
ing through the forest in a north-easterly direc- 
tion, he did not again lie down until he was with- 
in seven or eight miles of Ytter Mailing, in Dalc- 
carlia. As it was not very practicable, however, 
to get up a battue .in that province, and as the 
jioint where he was now' ringed w'as far too dis- 
tant from the more habitable parts of VV'crmeland 
. to collect a sufficient nui^ber of people together, 
the chances of destroyin|^ tlie heast by that, or 
])erha])s other means, became very problematical. 
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From this cause, therefore, the peasants sold me 
all right and title to the animal, which they had 
hitherto refused doing, for a trifling consideration. 

In the part of the country where the skall of 
which I have just spoken took place, there was 
very little snow upon the ground ; but in the 
district where the bear was now ringed it was 
considerably deeper. From this circumstance I 
entertained great hopes that, by seizing a favour- 
able opportunity, (the snow being then in too 
loose a state for, the purpose,) I might be enabled 
to run him down on my sMdor. Under this 
idea, I took up my quarters at Gitstjenberg, the 
solitary residence, of a. peasant, situated to the 
eastward of Niisberget, and at some six or seven 
miles distance from where the bear was then lying. 
This wjus the nearest habitation to the beast, who 
was ringed in a very wild and savage range of 
forest called Tio mil Skogen, or the seventy miles 
wood ; so designa-ted from its extending that dis- 
tance nortli and south, without, I believe, the 
intervention of a single house. 

For several days prior to this period we had 
experienced partial thaws, the weather being un- 
usually mild for the season • of the year ; but at 
last a slight frost set in. Thinking that the snow 
had now attained a sufficient consistency for our 
])urpose, I took Elg and Svensson along with me,, 
and set oft* one morning, at the first dawn of day, 
on my skidor for the nng. 
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Though during the time that had elapsed since 
the bear had been last on foot, much new snow 
had fallen, Bruin’s tracks, in most places, were 
still very visible ; on reaching the ring, therefore, 
which was of great extent, we followed them 
with all imaginable silence. This was not ex- 
actly under the notion that we should be enabled 
to steal upon the beast, before he was roused 
from his lair, as, from his having been already so 
much disturbed, we had reason to suppose he was 
far too muclr’on his guard, to allow of our near 
approach, but that we might at all events have 
something like a fair start Avhen he should bolt 
from his den. , 

Thus we proceeded for an hour or more ; but 
our progress Avas slow, as in places the tracks of 
the brute wei’e nearly imperceptible ; arid in 
others it was very difHcult to distinguish the right 
one, in consequence of the doubles that he had 
made. Much snoAV had fallen during the pre- 
ceding day, and a great deal was hanging in the 
trees. This was unfortunate for our purpose, for 
as there was only a degree or two of cold, and the 
morning was clear, by the time the sun rode 
pretty high in the heavens, the snow began to 
melt, and the Avater in consequence to drip from 
the foliage. Seeing this to be the case, and know- 
ing that in a very short time the snow under 
foot would be in such state as to render it im- 
possible for us to make minrh expedition on otir 
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skidor, in the event of our getting the bear on 
fopt, 1 deemed it more advisable to leave him for 
that time in quiet possession of his quarters, and 
to wait until a more favourable opportunity 
should offer, to attempt his destruction. 

XVc now, therefore, retraeed our steps out of 
the ring ; but as the distance to Giistjenberg was 
considerable, after proceeding to some little dis- 
tance, that we might not alarm the bear, we got 
Up a bivouac in our usual manner, where we de- 
teriribied to remain until the following day, in 
the hope that the weather might prove more 
propitious. 

During the succeeding night, however, vve ex- 
perienced a heavy storm of snow ; and as we 
were without covering of any kind, we pa.ssed it 
ratlier uncomfortably. Seven or eight inches of 
that substance fell, and as this, owing to the 
warmth of the fire, melted on our persons as it 
came down, we were thoroughly wet through by 
the followitig morning. This storm, neverthe- 
les.s, wouhl have been a trifling evil, had it not 
interfered with the object we had in view ; but 
besides that the trees were now loaded with 
snow, the latter Avas so loose underfoot that 
we could only plough our way through it with 
great diflieulty. . This being the case it would 
have been almost madness to start the bear; for 
had we n<Tt succeeded ^Vin stealing upon him 
whilst in his lair — a «very improbable thing, as I 
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have said, from his known shyness, there was no 
kind of chance of our siibse(juently being a^le 
to run him down ; and besides this, it was not 
impossible but that if once on foot he might 
betake himself to the southward, or to the line 
of country whence he had originally come from, 
wherc there was little snow upon the ground, 
and where, in conse(|uence, we could not have 
used our skidor to any advantage. For these 
reasons we thought it best to leave thv aniiniU 
undisturbed^ 

After my people, therefore, had once more 
made the circuit of the ring, for the pur])oso 
of ascertaining if the beast was still within it, 
for w'e were rather apprehensive we might have 
a])])roached too near to his lair on the ])receding 
day, and tliat he in consecjuencc had moved 
himself off, we reluctantly turned o»ir backs upon 
him and retraced our steps homewards. In our 
progress through the forest, however, we had not 
the most agreeable time of it, for owing to the 
mildness of the weather, the snow adhered in 
masses to our skidor ; and from the like cause 
it became dis.solved upon the trees, wdieiice the 
w'ater dripped as from a shower-bath. 

On the succeeding day we experienced some 
little cold, and the snow in consequence became 
in tolerable* order ; thinkitig it therefore time 
for action, \vc again set»^off, as the evening was 
closing in, for flie vicinity, of the ring. W c 
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tliought it best, for two reasons, to pass the 
night in the forest ; one, that we might not tire 
ourselves too much before the chase commenced ; 
the other, that we might be enabled to rouse the 
bear as .soon as it was well daylight. It was very 
desirable to adopt the latter course, which, from 
the distance, would not have been very practi- 
cable had we started in the morning from G;tst- 
ji.'hberg ; for owing to southerly winds, and the 
cbm])arative mildne.ss of the weather, we could 
hot mlculate upon the snow remaining in to- 
lerable order for our skidor for any considerable 
length of time after the sun ■was above the 
horizon. 

In this instance we passed the night in our 
bivouac far from luicomfoilably ; the ■weather 
was clear and calm, and as w'e had a capital fire 
we suffered little inconvenience from the cold. 

The following morning was fine and slightly 
frosty. Soon after daylight therefore, and after 
partaking of a plentiful repast, we sot off for the 
ring, which was situated at an inconsiderable dis- 
tance from our watch-fire. On this, as on the 
former occasion, I was only accompanied by Elg 
and Svensson. I w'as armed with my double gun 
and Elg with my rifle ; but Svensson, who was 
the hearer of our kit of provisions was provided 
■with no other ■weapon ihan an axe.' We had a 
very tolerable dog callcy Jiigare along witli us ; 
b>it though he stood well to a bear for a while, 
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he wsfs nothing equsil to Paijas in his better days. 
He came from I^apland. 

As we had traversed fidly the one half of the 
ring when we were there on the previous occasion, 
and in conse<jucnce there remained no very great 
extent of ground to go over, we fully anticipated 
.soon getting the bear on foot. In this we were 
not disappointed, for we had not proceetlod far, 
when coining to a thick and tangled brake, 
Jsigare evinced by his eagerness and ‘agitation 
thaftbc-mtiriTiat of which wo were in search was 
not fiu: distant. On seeing this we pushed for- 
ward in the dii'cction indicated by the dog, but 
when we reached the lair of the beast we found 
it deserted, he having the instant before, as we 
had reason to suppose, wisely taken him.sclf off. 
VV^e now slipped .fiigare from his coiqilings, who 
making after the bear, was soon only to be heard 
in the distance. 

Though the snow, as I have remarked, Avas 
pretty deep on the ground in tliis part of the 
forest, the bear dashed through it at the full 
gallop with the most perfect facility ; but it was 
in pretty good order for our skidor, so that 
though Elg and myself (for Svensson followed 
at some distance on our tracks), could not keep 
up with him, Ave Avere enabled to push forAvard at 
a very tolerable rate. After the animal •however 
had gone about a coup^ of miles, ahd when he 
came to a part of the forest where the snow Avas 
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looser and deeper than in that which he had 
hitlicrto traversed, he .slackened his pace and pro- 
ceeded at a long trot. At the commencement 
Jiigare stood well to the bear, but though we 
heard his challenges in the distance, we were not 
enabled to make any .short cuts from the beast 
striking through the country in nearly a direct 
line. After a time we came up with the dog, 
who had partly di.scontinued the pursuit, and who 
tliencefofth kcj)t so little in advance as to render 
us but trifling assistance. ■ 

For a while we saw nothing of the bear, but 
when the chase had continued for upwards of 
an hour wo got a .glimpse of him at about forty 
paces distance; he was facing uj) a deeply- 
wooded. and rather abru))t acclivity overhanging 
a small glade, or opening in the forest, along 
w'hieh we were then pursuing our way ; but our 
sight of him was .so transitory that before we 
could get our guns out of their eases he was l©.st 
to our view. W'e had now to ascend the rising 
ground over wdueh the beast had betaken himself, 
but as it was rather steep, we lost some time 
before w'e surmounted it, and he in consequence 
again got a little the start of us. 

.(Vfter the lap.se of about half an hour more, 
however, and as* we emerged from among the 
trees on 'to a little plain for morass, we had once 
more the gratification to]^espy our game at about 
one hundred paces in advance of us, as he was 
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slowly making his way across this opening in the 
forest for a rather lofty and precipitous chain. of 
hills which were situated on its opposite side.* I 
was not in the habit, as I have said, of allowing 
my people to make use of their arms on these 
occasions, but being apprehensive that this bear, 
whose death on every account was so mucl> to be 
desired, might possibly escape us, owing to the 
season being advanced, the state of the snow,‘&c. 
1 ordered Elg, who carried my rillc, to send* a 
bull«it-aijttx.l'hTi. The hind-quarters of tlic beas’t 
were at this time towards us, and 1 had not there- 
fore an expectation of its being attended with 
any serious results ; but T still thought it ])roba- 
ble that if he were wounded, his ])rogress would 
be so much retarded as to allow of my approach- 
ing within good range of him with my double 
gun. In this anticij)ation 1 was not disappoint- 
ed, for, on his receiving Klg’s fire — which, by the 
by, did not do him any actual injury, the ball, as 
we subsc{iucntly ascertained, only grazitig the 
skin of his fore-leg — he became enraged, when, 
wheeling about, ho dashed towards us as fast as 
he was able. He had not, however, advanced 
very many paces before he was assailed by .liigare, 
who, encouraged by our presence, gidlantly made 
at him, and, by attracting his attention, was thus 
the means of diverting frpm ourselves the threaten- 
ed storm. The snow l^d hcre^)outS obtained a 
considerable degree of cwisistency, for though in 
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most places the bear sunk a foot or more into it, 
in pthers, its surface altogether supported him. 

Whilst this was going on, I was not idle, for, 
leaving Elg to reload his rifle, and with my gun, 
which I had slipped out of its case, in the one 
han^, and a stick in the other, the better to impel 
myself forward, I dashed on my skidor towards 
the brute. It was a very amusing sight at this 
time to see tht>. beast, who in appearance was 
aS large as a well-grown pony, as he made his at- 
tack.*} upon the poor dog. 

The accompanying sketch will give a good 
idea of the .scene at this period. 

When he found his attempts to get hold of 
the dog were uJiavailing, he continued his course 
across the plain, whilst I pushed after him at my 
best pace, lint he did not seem much to notice 
my approach, his attention being taken up with 
.liigare, who was hanging close in liis rear, until I 
had advanced to within a short distance of l.im ; 
and then, instead of attacking me, he became in- 
timidated, when taking to his heels he went off* 
in the opposite direction at the full gallop. 

At this period the bear had all but gained the 
extremity of the little plain, and was on the point 
of again plunging into the thicket ; as 1 found 
he was gaining ,ui>on me, no time was to be 
lost, so halting when at ^bout twenty paces dis- 
tance from him, ,I quickly, levelled and discharged 
one of my barrels. On receiving my ball, which 
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only slightly wounded him, the beast spun round 
with the rapidity of a tetotum, when, uttering a 
terrible growl, ho with distended jaws was in the 
act of dasliing towards me ; but his career was 
soon at an end, for taking a snap shot with the 
other barrel, I had the good fortune to split his 
skull open, on which he instantly fell dead on the 
snow. 

It was well that niy last bullet told property, 
or I should have been in an awkwarcb predici- 
nicnl,.''«.U'"v4hat ipy gun was discharged, •! wa.5 
without weapon of any kind, and Elg was a long 
distance in the background. 

We were fortunate in putUng the bcjist horx 
dc combat thus early in the day, for in the course 
of an hour afterwards the snow, from the cftccts 
of the sun and the mildness of the temperature, 
adhered in such quantities to our skidor, that W’e 
could only get along at a snail’s ])ace. Had we 
not destroyed the animal, indeed, on this occasion, 
I am very doubtful whether, owing to the un- 
favourable state of the weather and snow, we 
should have been able to run him down upon 
our skidor during the remainder of the season. 

"We soon lighted a fire to dry our clothes, 
which were well saturate<l with wet from profuse 
perspiration; and when we wjere rejoined by 
Svensson, which was not until an hour or more 
afterwards, for during the chase he had’broken one 
of his skidor, w6 skinnejl and cut up the bear. 
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He was an enormous fellow, but we hsd no 
means of ascertaining his weight, as the part of 
the forest wheie he breathed his last was far 
distant from any habitation. 




I N D E X 


A. 

Acre, extent of Swedish, r. 17 

Agriculture, encouraged and improving in Sweden, i. 10 

Agricidtural instruments in use in KItVcdal, i. 

AmiiiofF, Mrs., one of the most beautiful women iu Swedenf 
i. 3:vj 

Angling, heldw the Gataracts of the Ciiita at 'I'rollirattan, 

i. ,'hOl 

Ant-hills, sometimes enormous, ii. 05 ; lairs for bears, ihtd, 

Anti<piities, few relics in Sweden, i. l i 

Arhoga, population and situation, ii. 190# 

Army of Sweden, divisions, ii. 210 ; militia, 212 ; conscription, 
ih/d. ; of Norway, iiO.v ; Skieldbere, 300 

Art, science and literature in Siveden, i. 8 

Asp})erg, situation, ii. 209 ; importance, 270 ; distatjcc from 
church, ihifL \ circumstances of peasants, 271 ; ainusemeius, 
ibid. 

Author, the, taken for the son of the ex-King of Sweden, and 
afterwards for a spy, i. 121. 

B. 

Badgers, (Griifvin) numerous in Sweden, i. 81- ; ii. 15(5; hahits 
of, 157; dogs should not fight, 158; liunting, ibid. \ fat, 
llt'sh, skin, 159; traps for, ibhl. 

Baptism, /.cal of the peasants for its administration to their ru*w- 
born children, i. C7 

Barclay, Mr. Alexander, a British merchant at ( iotlienhm g, 
i. 4 Hi 

Bark-bread, not often used in Sweden, i. G7» 

Baista, surroundihg scenery, ii. 2('8 « 

Bear, (Bjorn) as numerous in Wermedand and Dakcarlia as in 
other parts of Swedeg, i. 85 ; only the brown, fM ; the white 
bear peculiar to the polar regions ibid . ; the small black bear 
not found in* Scandinavia, 92 ; the Scandinavian bear dc- 
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scribed, habits, &c. 93; good swimmers, 102; live^to fifty 
years old, 103 ; the size and vvciglit to which they attain, 
Vnd.\ tlieir strength, 105; their mode of attack and de- 
fence, lOG; curious remark of a Swedish hunter, 107; 
skall, or bear-hunt, see skull; ringing the bear. Ate ring- 
ing; one killed witli a single blow by a lion, 174; a 
peasant nearly killed by one in a skall, 20G ; a soldier 
scalped by one, 219; a conflict between a bear and a wo- 
man in a skall, 221 ; little ettlct of musket bullets upon 
bears, 225 ; driven from their haunts in the mountains sepa- 
rating Sweden and Norway, by the hostile armies, during the 
late war, 227 ; young bears escape their pursuers by climb- 
ing trees, 229 ; anecdotes of a heifer carried away by a 
he:ir, 2GG ; of a woman nearly killed by on e, 2 70; of a 
peasant overpowered by one, ihid, ; of a woman killed and 
eaten by one, 272 ; of a fight between a bull and a bear, 
/Ififl, ; of an accident in a bear-skall, 273 ; of a ])casant 
keeping a boar at bay, 274 ; of the fury of the she-bear in 
av( nging her cubs,* i/jid . ; of bears attacked by troops of 
wolves, 277; sometimes killed by iluan, 278; the bear a 
match for a great number of wolves, w’ore his hind quarters 
defended, i/>id , ; seldom to be killed in summer, cxei pt in 
skalls, 279 ; retires to winter-qnartors in November, ii. 7 ; 
om: ringed near Salje, escaped, 9 ; a slie-bear with cubs 
ringed near 'rdniiet, <*scaped, 10; combat with, 11; mode 
ofcleftmce, 13; of attack, 14; combat with, i/u'd. ; small halls 
unfit to shoot them, 15; superstitions anecdote, 2G ; manner 
of attacking horses, 27; wounds callh? dreadfully, 30; silence 
necessary in the pursuit, 34; how traced, 35; carpels his 
lair with piiie-hranelies, i/dd. ; quiet when hunters stand 
over the den, 1 1 ; killing one, i/dd , ; the mother lies in front 
of her den, 42 ; prepares winter-qiiarfers in autumn, 13 ; 
den of the mother and her cubs very small, ildd. ; destructive 
to cattle, 45 ; when skinned, resembles man, i/jtd . ; flesh ex- 
cellent, 47 ; method of skinning, i6id,; size, how measured, 
48 ; men who ring one en»itled to him, 46 ; anecdote of a 
remarkably large one, 92 ; wounds most dangerous to him in 
summer, 96 ; anecdotes, 97, 98 ; fatal part for shooting, 99 ; 
nnc ringed near Salje, i04 , escaped, 108 ; bargain for pos- 
session, 113; pine broken by one, 114 ; shooting from galls. 
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117, 1 ; anecdotes of shooting boars from a giill, 1 1 — I J?4- ; 
someVimcs destroyed by traps, 155; boating for wiili dogs, 
140: surest means of killing, l(i8 ; froquonlly tamod, I ; 
anecdote, ibid. ; one ringed near JMalung, 558 ; (listuH>od 
from winter quarters, .Oio ; inert wlien first roused, dlS ; 
singular deftMice of one, J(>d ; anecdotes, 3t)7 ; directions for 
attacking, 870 ; desperate battle with, 87 I ; anecdotes, 8^ I — 
887 ; old males most savage, 871 

Bear-hunt, one near Tdnnet, ii. 81; tracking the bear, 85; 
bad lodging, 88 ; she-bear with cubs killed, 41 ; - near Brun- 
berg, 180 ; weather, ibttl.; accident, 181 ; lair, 185 ; unovv, 
188; danger of missing tire, 184; tl(*n empty, 185; siz«‘, 
ibid. \ biar killed, 187; skinned, ice. 18(): dinner on bin*, 
ibid.; — near \iis on foot, lOl; extreme cold anif-eireclH' of iif 
ibid.; Mnglish dogs, Ina; arrangements, 107 ; hear kdled 
aslei p, KkS; proved a she with three cubs, 100; t dibits to 
save the cubs, 170; reared several days by a <log, 171 ; di<’, 
175; old bear skinned, 8:e. 178; another enb, 17 1; — n(‘ar 
(iranberg iu deep snow, 541 ; bivon^ie in forest, 515 ; lire, 
ibid. ; unsucccvssful, 518 ; — near Aspberg on skidor, 508 ; con- 
tinued three weeks, ibid. ; — near Aspberg, 575 ; weatlier, ibid, i 
impeded by snow, 57 1; bear escaped, 575; ringed again, 
5 78 ; moved and followed, 570; found, 580; breakfast, 
585 ; severe run, 588 ; bear killed, 58() ; entering .a dog, 
501 ; — near As[)berg, 815 ; snow, 818 ; ( scajie of the bear, 
345 ; b('ar shot, 847 ; — near Luieniis, 855 ; lasted a foi t- 
nigbt, but nnsnccessl’ul, ibid. ; — in the parish of liiina, 800 ; 
continued three w(‘eks, ibid. ; ill success oceasionod by snow 
and want of dogs, ibid.; scanty provision and bard lodging? 
ibid. ; illness of Klg, 8()5 ; — near Lake Moss-sjbn, 875 ; lx ar 
found, ibid. ; escaped, ibid. ; again ringe<l near Nasherg, 870 ; 
new pursuit, ibid.; wounded, but flies, 881 ; kilh^l, 885; 
its great size and excessive exertion, 8o8 ; anecdotes, 885 ; 
chase of the LIftial bear, 888 

Bear-hunting, in autumn, ii. 855; on skidfv, 8G 1 ; dang< Tons to 
dogs, 800; difcctions for, 809: dangerous to sporiS 4 nen, 87 1 

BearVden, carpeted with pine- branches, ii. 84 ; ^bovc ground 
(a korg,) 85 ; said to be soinctUnes in trees, ibid. ; of the she- 
henr and cubs very small, 48 ; vnder-ground ( jord graf), 1 8 ; 
his lair sometimes in an ant-hill (myr stack), 187 
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Hears’ fat, highly esteemed in Siveden, ii. 46 ; marvellous virtue 
of, ihid. ; used in cookings ibid. ; usual weight, 47 * 

Befti'h* galls, speedic against disease, ii. 46 

Bears’ skins, metliod of drying, ii. 47 ; when old about eight 
feet long, ib/d. ; in best order in winter, 48; value, tb/d. 
Bear-spears, description, M. 668 

Beai|;^’8 whelps, size, ii. 46, 161); attempt to rear, 171; tame, 
172 ; playfulness, /bid. 

Beasts and birds of prey, list of those known in Wermelaiul, 

i. 85 

Beavers (Biifwcr) reported to be met with in the rivers of 
VVermehind, i. 84 
Beds at a Swedish inn, i. 36 
Beds in Sc^mdinaviu, ii. 240 

Beer, ind liferent, the usual beverage of the peasants, brewed by 
themselves, i. 54 

Bees more numerous in the South of Sweden than in the 
North, i. 51 

Berries, tiu' varieties common to the Nortliern forests enmno- 
ruted, i. 258 

Bible Society in Sweden, i. 65 
Birds, wild, migrate in November, ii. 7 
Bivouae, in the forest in the snow, ii. 242 ; view of, 215 
Black-cock, abundant in Scandinavia, i. 312 ; very numerous on 
the estate of (.\)Uiit lessen, 614; easily domesticated, ibid.; 
method of shooting them, 615 ; great rpiantities of black game 
on the Western coast of Sweden, ,666 ; large packs, ii. 148 ; 
winter food, ibid. ; burrows in the snow, /7^«/. ; decoy for, 146 
Bloomfu'hl, Honourable John, enjoyed good angling at Qvis- 
trdm, i. 664 ; British Uepresentative in Ids father’s absence, 

ii. 225 

Bosjo, ii. 161 ; smelting-house at, ibid. 

Boy, anecdote of a, ii. 88 

Brandy, distilled by the peasants for their oivn use, i. 54; drunk 
almost as freely at water, 68 ; valuable to the peasants, ii. 40 
Break fa^, in a Swedish gentleman’s family, i, 74 
Brooke, Sir Arthur, Bart., his travels, i. 53 
Brunberg, bamlet of, in tb^ wilds of tbe forest, ii. 90, 126; 
inlmbitauts, 127; agricultuVe, ibid.; taxes, ibid.; happiness, 
l2vS, 



INDKX. 


405 


C. 

* 

Canal, and locks near Troillwittan, i. £5 lv3 ; Goto, description of 
this inagnilictMU undcriakin«», Ji4() 

Capercali, frecpn iit in Scandinavia, i. 2S^ ; chiefly found in*rir 
woods, ; its food, //*/ /. ; its huhits, ihiiL; its si/.c and 
weight, i?84 ; its plumage, iiST) ; is sometimes domesticated, 
'287 ; method of reariiif^ the youn^ birds, 528!) ; nictlutl of 
sljootiii" them ; iii)l. J2!)4 ; doifs proper for the sport, :2!)I ; 
devices for catching them, 1295; shot by torch light, 5298; 
fre<p»ently destroyed de.ring incubation, '297.800; accidents 
occur at this sport, 80:2 ; the numbers freipiently kilhd in a 
season, 80:J ; freipiently foue.d near the lake Moss-sjdn, i^ 
110; shooting for, u fine diversion, III; lu st in \y inter, ihid. ; . 
most easil)^ iollctwcd wUt n the pack is large, ihid . ; tht state 
of the weather material, 11:2; inanagemi nt reipiinil in ap- 
proaching them, 118; a fivonrite pursuit, 1 1 1 ; extraoialinary 
shooting of Jan 1‘inne, iidd. ; a pack of more than two hun- 
dred, ildd. ; buries itself in the snow night, 148 ; shooting, 
21S 

C'arlstad, on the Klar, described, i. 880 ; has been burnt <lo\vn 
more than once, d id, 

( .^isilei ( agh, Lordi, enjoyed good angling at (ivistriiin, i. 804 
('at, anecdote of a dead, ii. 155 

Cataracts, of the (Jdtaat Trolhiitlan, i. 848 ; fatal accidents on 
tliem, 815; suicide, 810; a dt»g escapes destruction, ihid. \ 
aiii cdote of a lame duck carried down the first fall, 847 
Chai r, abundant in lake Ullen, i. 288 
C8iri tiana, situation, population, ii. 298 

Christmas, prejiaration for, ii. 52 ; singular customs, ilnd , ; feast- 
ing, 58 ; manner of making presents, ibuL ; lesenihlance of 
Swedish and old Knglish celebration, 51 ; imimming from 
Ben Jonsoii, ihdl . ; singular custom in tlie interior of Werme- 
land, 50 ; religious service, ibid. ; colh ctions made Ibr the 
poor, 01 ; marriages frerpient at this season, 00 
Chrislmas-eve amusements, ii. .58 ; childn n enjoy it, 54 
•Church at Rada, ii. 04 ; congregation clothed in furs, 65 
Church bells, respect shown to, ii. 04 
Circulating medium, in iSweden, ^licfly paper, i. 10 
(liniate of Sweden varies, i. 12 ; in the South resembles that of 
Scotland, ibid. 
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C’luUestablisheil in Russia for bear*shooting, i. 229 t 

Coflee served in the mornin^, i. 73 ; again in the afternoon, 75 

Copper, inexliaustible in Sweden, i. 12 

Corncrake, tolerably {tbundant in Sweden, i. 415 

Corpses, disposal of, ii. 05 

Costume, of peasants in Wermeland, i. 52 

Coiufl of .Swt*den, ii. 207 

Cow, its figure painted in canvass, used in shooting wild ducks, 
i. 413 

Criminal Statutes, Extracts frotn, i. 00 

Criminals, mode of execution for capital crimes, i. 259 ; not 
executed till they have confessed, 203 
Crown Erince, and Princess, 8:e. account of, ii. 207 
‘Cuckoo, common in Swerlen, i. 255 

(‘unha, C’hev. Lo))ez Da, l*ortugueze Secretary of Legation to 
the Court of Russia, i. .394. 

I). 

Dal River, i. 119; rapids, 150; good lishing, /A/VZ. ; fir»e rapids, 
157 

Davy’s Sir Humphrey, remarks on the salmon rivers of Europe, 

i. 122 

^ information regarding the snipe, i. 408 

Dah earlia, lenKukabh* for ilic mines of Euldun and Sala, i. 123 ; 
peas.ints, 121: female costume, ihid.\ its rivers and lakes 
nl>t)un(l with lish, 23 i, 233; singular decoration of houses, 

ii. 8 ; CMslnms at Cdiristmas, 52 

Decapitation, as practised in Svviilei»> described, i. 259 
Diggerl'ail, pietiirestpic waterfall, ii. 207 
Dinner, in a Swedish genthmans family, i. 74 
Dixon, Messrs. James and Robert, Rritish merchants at Cio- 
thenhurg, proprietors of the Salmon Fishery at Deje, i. 327 ; 
and of another at Forshaga, 328 
Dt'gs, thre*, belongiiig to the author, described, i. 78 ; the cat* 
tie t»f Sweden have an antipathy to dogs, 330 ; courage of 
one, ii. 14; afrauhof bears, 41 ; anecdote of, 80 ; often seized 
by wfdves, 8<) ; anecdote ol' a lup-dog, 184; accident to 
dog, 204 * 

Dovrefjeld mountain, its height, ii. 293 
Drae, used in taking pike, described, i. 235 
Drontbeiin in Norway, good angling for salmon, .i. 420 
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Driinkpniiess, very coinnion ainoii!' the poasaius, i. 68 ; ordi- 
nance against it, ibid. 

E. 

Eagles, numerous in Scandinavia, i. 2J7 ; prey upon pike,. but 
are sometimes dragged under water and drowned, ibnL ; one 
shot !)y the author, ’^50 ; one tal«?n in a trap. Hid . ; they 
kill foxes, il>id. ^ 

Ehrenlund, C aptain, describes some bear-hunts of King Fre- 
derick, i. 17U 

Elfdalen, porphyry found there, i. 12 t 
F^lfkatleby, salmon li.Nhery and cascades tht're, i. Ilf) 

Elfvedal, district, agriculiurc not protiiahle, i. .#7 ; sysiym of 
farming there desciihed, ; nature of its soil, tkhL * 

F'dg,-;-Sce IKiiricji Mattson, his illness, ii. .'JtJ i • •' 

Elk, not common in Sweilcn ; i. 8d ; scarcity, ii. ;/27 ; size, ibid . ; 
description, u2S ; gestation, ibid . ; longe vity, iy^i) , horns, 
tVc. ibiil.; places of resort, dJO ; food, tvc. ibid. ; skin, ddl ; 
domesticati(>n, ibid. ; laws rcspeciitig them, ibid ; pnrsuii, 

; anecdote, doi ; reason for kilftng them, ibid . ; elfei.t of 
snow, dd/ ; great exertion to the hnntcrs, ddd ; nsir ol* 
point( ! s ill (In' chase, dlO ; caught in pitfalls, ibid. ; swims well, 
3 J 1 ; anecd ;((', ibi{/, 

Epideonic disordc rs destructive in Sweden, from scarcity of me- 
dical scienc<’, i. 2.32 

Essen, tin* l.itv- (l.-unt V<iii. fond of fox-hnming, i, ddO 
ICs-en, Count h'rederick Von, hlack-gaitu? not allowed by him 
to he .shot at Kafwtdas during spring, i. 'iI4 
Fhtrenius, C.’ iptain, hi.s t scape in the liattle of Wyhorg, i. 217; 
anecdote related hy him of a rencotmter between a sohher 
and a bear, ibbl. ; anecdote of a conflict between a woman 
and a bear in a skail, related by him, 223 ; h’s accotmt of 
the effect of a musket bullet upon a bear, 225; of an eagle 
drowned by a pike. 2dS ; of a w olf cat rying off | child, ddd ; 
anecdotes of, ii. 180, 1.S2, 184 
Exchantri s with Sweden, i. IG. 

F. 

Faidun, copper-mine at, i. 122 

Falk, Mr., Chief Hunting Master of the Wermeland forests, i. 
42 ; also to the Court, ibid, f aiu!u»r of a treatise of bear- 
hunting, Id*; arrange.s a bcar-.nkal), 11)4 ; which provjes very 
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fortunate, 203 ; saves the life of a peasant, 206 ; number of 
bears, <l'c. destroyed under his command, 230 ; visit to him, 
iiv 73 

Farming, rent and tenure of a farm in Wermeland, i. 4o ; de- 
scription of the farm, 46 ; furtn-house, 48 ; live stock, 61 ; 
servant?*, ihni. ; usual fA*re, 53 ; distil their brandy, 54 ; grow 
th^ir flax and manufacture their linen, ibid, ; manufacture their 
woollen cloths, ibid, ; their mode of life described, 55 ; tan 
skin for their sho»'s, ibid. ; good carpenters and mechanics, ibid, 
Faxef jail, great elevation, ii. .‘>59 ; accident in descending, ibid. 
Fences, singular, their construction, i. 14 
I'Crrics used in Sweden, describe<h i. 337 

Fins, a gre&l migration of them into W ermeland in the reign of 
• ('harjes I \\ i. 19 2 , . 

I'ir.ne, Jan, a great bear-hunter, killeil sixty-five hear>, i. 19..;; 
medal given to him by (foveriinient, for his services as forest- 
keeper, 19d; commands the hallel in a bear-skall, 196; 
anecdote of, it. 141< 

I'ire, emious method of kindling it, ii. 241 
I'iie**, eommon in Sweden, i. .’id I 

I'lsh, rivers and lakes of Dalecarlia abound in, i. 232 ; list of 
tliein, 

I'lsliing, tin? season in I)ah*earlia commenct‘s in May, i. 233 ; open 
to all classes, 2d I- ; Liliigrefs, or fishing lines many miles in 
length, tb:d. ; a drag for perch described, 2.)5 ; good lishipg 
.•nnoiig the rapids tm the Klar, 240 ; angling in Lake W'eiv^rn, 
dd2; fishing plentiful below the falls.of Trollhattan, particularly 
flout and salmon, d52 ; also pike, 954; fishing dangerous 
here, 952 ; manner of fishing under the ice, ii. 70 ; generally 
tjcciipies a day, 72; method of weighting nets, 7d; flue nets 
very destructive, ibid. 

Flax, grown and manufactured into linen, by the Swedish pea- 
santry. i. I 

Flies, artificial used in angling, i. 246 
h\)od, general fare oLlhe superior Swedish peasants, i. 53 
Foisell, Jlr. Carl af, his stat^tical tables, i. 4; his maps of 
ScHiidinaviii, 96. 

Foiss, on the Dali, fine rapids near, i. 157 
Fox, sometimes killed by \heVagle, i. 256 ; numerous near the 
wesi^jm coast of Sweden, 367 ; varieties qf, 968 ; their 
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skin? an article of profitable commerce with Russia, 37 5 ; 
frequently caught in pitfalls, il. 85 ; anecdote of one, i/m/. 

Fox hounds, directions for choosing, rearing them, i. 
Fox-hunting, pursued on foot, i. 376; they climb trees for sTiel- • 
ter, 381 ; formerly frequent in the Royal Park of Haga, ihiii, 
Frederick, King of Sweden, a lover Sf hunting, i. IGO; list of 
beasts shot by him in a skall, IG f ; several skalls formed for 
him, 1(35, 8:c. ; his dogs fine, IG9; anecdotes, 170; causes a 
rencounter between a lion and a bear, I7i 
I'rolich, Count David, good forcing-houses in his gardens at 
Katrincberg, which produce pines, i. good geometrician, 

Frost, clFects of on the feet, ii. 4; appearance aniT method of 
cnq\ 5 

(f . 

Ciame, scaicc in Swed.n, i. 80 ; because destroyed without dis- 
crimination, 81 ; species of feathered game in Wcrmeland, ; 
four-footed game in Werincland, 83 
(iauie laws of Sweden, equitable, but not observed, i. 8G ; con- 
trasted with our own game laws, iOuL; seasons at which it is 
permitted to kill game, 87 ; what kinds of game it is pro- 
hibited to kill, some enactments relative to game, 88 

Ciarberg, Mr., visit to, ii. 8G 

(iardens, want of tlunn among the pt^asantry of the North of 
iiweden, i. 50 : common in the South, 51 
(iefle, town of, visit to, ii. 85 

Geijer, Mr. .1. G., C^ounsellor (»f the College of Mines, 8:c., 
i. 41 ; Mr, Emanuel, visit to, ii. 100 
Gentry of Sweden, their dress, i. 72; Ijouscs, 73; hospitality, 
ihid, ; style of living, iOid. ; great smokers, 7G 
Gerdten, a visit to Col. and the Countess of, i. 329 
Gestrickland, province of, ii. 88 

Glutton, or wolverine, description of, ii. 310 ; liabi%», 317 
Gnats, seen in such myriads as to darken the air, but not very 
troublesome, i. 2f8 

Gdta River, i. ^41 ; its cascades at ’J'rollhiittan, 342 « 
Goilienberg described, i. 400 its comirtirce, 401 ; attacks of 
the Danes upon it, 403 ; its paving very bad, 404 ; provisions 
cheap, ibid, ; hotels, 405 • 

Goustafjeld, Iteautiful mountain, li. 205 
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Government, form of, in Sweden, mild and liberal, i. 3 
Granaries, established to provide against the effects of scarcity, 
i/ 11 

G rim berg, jour nry to, drunken guide, ii. 238 ; description, 230 : 
lodging, 

Grave, remarkable, ii. 65 

Cj! rave's, cannot be opened in the winter, ii« 65 
Grayling, large, fouuvl in the Dal, i. 157 ; abundant in the Klar, 
240 ; innnlx’r, 8:c. taken in a day, 242 
Grtiff, Mr., I'orsie I lor-Juginiistare, work published by, on Scan- 
(jinaviun field-sports, i. 81 . 90 ; the best sportsman in Sweden, 
ii. 213 ; extraordinary feat of, iiw/, 

(jrotise, n<yi met with by tlic Author, except a species called 
‘ llip4, h 88 . , 

Guns, protected front the snow, ii. 3G 
Gustaviis IV. Adolphus, King, seizure of, ii. 213 
Gustuvus, Princ(‘, the Autlmr mistaken for him, i. 121 ; liable 
to be put to death in Sweden by any one who meets him, 
ihiil. 

II. 

1 lares (hare,) resembling those of Ireland and Scotland, pretty 
frequent in Sweden, i. 84 ; traps used to take them in tin; 
Northern forests, 317 ; description of shooting, ii. 78; cus- 
tom of cutting off the head when killed, ihid, ; hares in 
Sweden perfectly white, 77 ; numerous births, 78 ; purspit 
amusing after a fall of snow, 315; curious circuinstancq. re- 
lating to, ihiii. 

Ilare chasc, tiircctions for, ii. 78; continued nearly three days, 
ibid. ; should not be pursued at all seasons, tOid. 

Hare-lip, notion respecting, ii. 16 

Harrison, Mr. Joseph, Hanoverian Consul and British Vice- 
('onsul at (lotlienhurg, i. 418 

Hazel-hen, ff the Grouse species, i. 308 ; its habits. See. ;i07 
H emmans, or Homesteads, the lands of Sweden divided into, 
held on various tenures, i. 50 

Hemp aivl Flax, their growUr encouraged Ify the Swedish 
Govcrnmc'ni, i. 0 ' 

Hermelin’s Map.s of Sweden, i# 36 

Iljerpe pipa, a pipe used by sYortsmen to discover the Hazel- 
308 

IIoljc-Hfver has a fine warerfall, ii. 270 
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Horses, description of those chiefly usotl in travelling, i. 29 ; 
their harness, iS:c., SO; afraid of the bears, even when dead, 
21-5 ; one destroyed by wolves, 177 • 

Houses, extremely warm, il. 240 ; — of the Swedish Gchtry 
described, i. 72; built at small expense, 73; — of the 
Peasantry described, 48, 49, 50 * 

Hunting, in the English style not practised in Sweden, i. 

I. 

Ice, dangerous, ii. 22 G 

Inns, in Sweden, rescnnhle those of Scotland or Ireland, i. 32 ; 
what provisions they aflbrd, 33 ; beds, ihid, ; charges very 
moderate, 34 ; a table of charges as fixed hy authority, 35 ; 
imposition not frequent, 30 

Introductory. Heiurirks, i. 1 

. • 

Ireland, ciiinuto unfavouiable to timber, ii*301‘ 

Iron, inexhaustible in Sweden, i. 12. 

J. 

Jarlsberg, Count Wedel, ii. 309 

General Baron Wedel, letter from to ibe Auilior on 

the subject of the cliase in Norway, ii. 310 
Jomptlarid, no crime committed in this province during one 
year, i. Gl 

Jews, tolerated in Sweden, but stihject to disabilities : excluded 
in Norway, i. 5 ; ii. 29f) 

JtMiSson, Per, superstitious peasant, ii. 24 

Joerney from Stjern into Dalecarlia, i. 110; upwards ot iwciiiy 
miles of forest without inhabitants. 111. 

K. 

King of Sweden, ii. 206 

, his Ordinance against driinkenneKs, i. G9 

Kinne Kuile, a celebrated mountain near the Lake VWMiern, 
i. 424 ; prospect from it, i6rr/. 

Klar Kiver, i. 39. 240 , 241 ; fishing not good in it, ; nalinon 
fisheries at Deje, 32G ; and Forshaga, 328 ; bold and pio 
turescpie scenery, ii. 8 ; accidents on, 2(4 
Klar Valley, dAcription of, ii. 19 
Knighthood, orders of, ii. 207 Milifary/210 
Knon Lake, ii. 77. 

I#. 

l.akes, very purnerous in Sweden, i. 13; Wenern, OH, 39; 
Rada, 40, 240 
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Landed property in Sweden, i. 59 
Langref, a (isthing line many mites in length, i. 

]^}4and, method of managing boats on the rapids of rivers, 
i.* 244 

Lapp-torf or Cottage, residence of the Author on the Klar, in 
Dalecarliu, ii. 7 

Largjird, the cattle shed, ii. 82 

l.arsson, Soned, a wealthy peasant, four generations of his 
family living, ii. 23 
l.awsiiits, tedious in Sweden, i. 265 

Lemming, not usually met with in Wermeland, but sometimes 
migrates from the dist.int mountains, i. 84 
Liddell, Mr. Henry Thomas, British Consul at Gotheid)urg, 
i. 4 Vi 

J.idkdping, a small town, i. 423 

Linen, t‘vil of wearing it in cold climates, ii. 385 

Lion, one presented to I'rederick, King of Sweilen, i. 174 

Lidistei s, abundant on the western coast of Sweden, i. 31)0 

Jnire, the Swedish shepherd’s pipe, i. 255 

Lynx, not uncommon in Swetlen, ii. 150; confined to the re- 
cesses of the Forest, 152; young fed with Lving animals, 
ihuL ; will slaughter a whole Hock, ihid. ; dares not attack 
man, 153. 

M. 

Malurn Lake, size, scenery, ii. 103 

Mailing, Journey to, i. 110; parish of, 120; its people join a 
skall, 128 ; pl.iii of the grand shall at, 125 ; country around 
very dcsohite, ii. 250 

Manuluclories, pernicious eflects of, ii. 128 
Maps, the best route-maps recommended, i. 3G 
Mariestad, town of, i. 425 

Marriage, IVeijuently celebrated among the peasantry at Christ- 
mas, ii. of/; description of the ceremony, 07 ; dress of the 
Bride, il/id. ; Laws relating to, 08 ; open house kcjit after, 00 ; 
presents made to the bride, ibid. 

Mattsson,! llenrick, called FJg, ii. 00 ; anecdote of him and his 
brothers, 02. 07. 98^ 117 
Mattsson, OloflT, a great sportsman, ii. 323 
Mattsson, Mathias, account of,Hi. 230 
Mead, a common beverage in ibe South of Sweden, i. 51 
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Measures, table of Swedish, i. 17 

Medicctl advice, deficiency of, in Scandinavia, i. • 

Mile, lengtii of the Swedish, i. 17 
Clines in Bergslagen, ii. 190 
Mosquitoes, i. 143.218 
Moss, a picturesque lake, ii. 33 
Moss-sjon, lake of, ii. 1 10 

Motala River, the communication between Lake Wetur aiui 
the Baltic, i. 42() 

Mother, horrible anecdote of a, ii. 1 80 

Murder, description of a, and its punishment, i. :2(>I. 

Music, the gentry of Sweden passionately foiul of, i. 70. 

N. 

Nas, [lamlct of, ii.^1 15 
Navy of Sweden, ii. 213 

Nets, sometimes used in bear-skalls, i. 229; those tisul in fish- 
ing described, 235 

Nilsson, Mr. Professor, alluded to, i, 91 

Nobility, nnmber of, in Sweden, dispi^portionatc to the p(q»u- 
lation, i. 4 

Nordcnalder, Captain, anecdote of, ii. 178 
Norrie, M r. i, 414 
Northern forests described, i. Ill 
conflagrations in, i. 1 13 

Norway, government, population, religior., ej)ideinic, finaiu’es, 
ii^ 298 ; bank, trade, 299 ; scale of duties, ihtd, ; army, 304 ; 
skieliibere, 305 ; deficiency of corn, 307 ; weigbls and mea- 
sures, 308 ; posting, horses, hospitality, ; passion for 

music, 309 ; only two noble families, ; jieasantry, 31();* 
game, ; game-laws, i/uV/. 

Norwegian scenery, ii. 293. 295 

Nya-ldrdal, picturesque glen, ii. 351 ; fire in, 

« 

O. 

Oldenburg, Lieut., joins a bcar-skall, i. 1 99 ; kills the great bear, 
200 ; anecdote related by, ii. 1 84 
Otters (otter) aDound in VVermeland, i. 84 

Owl, a great horned owl (berg uf, or strij bubo) (^bounds in the 
Scandinavian forests, very ferocious, i. 257 ; fights the eagle, 
ibid. 

Oysters abundant on the western coast of Sweden, i. 3GG. 
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P. 

Packets between Flarwich anti Gothenburg, i. 19 
Paintings in Swedish houses, described, ii. 8 
Parker, Mr. Hyde, an excellent angler, i. 241 
Partridges, very scarce, i. 82; their habits in Sweden, and me- 
thods of taking them, 3o7 
Pastpral sounds in the forest, i. 2.55 

Passports, from Swedislj authorities in foreign countries, neces- 
sary to a traveller in Sweden, i. 20 
Peasant, gallantry of a, ii. 87; a pt'asant and his family, 353 
Peasantry, .Swedish, tlu ir costume, i. 53 ; their condition, i. 58 ; 
their names, 00 ; characters generally honest, 01 ; education, 
02 ; 8\ipported by tlu ir parishes when infirm, 01 ; apparently 
religious, but habituated to swearing, ; drunken, 08; 
dirty, 70; their condition better than that of the lilnglish 
peasantry, 71 

Perch, after swallowing the bait, is sometimes itself swallowed 
by a pike, i. 235 ; usual si/.e in Sweden, 230 ; Lake Wenern, 
333 

Personalia, a singular ndditinn to the religious seivice of Christ- 
inas, ii, .‘>0; copy of one, 57 ; of aiioilu r, .>9 
Pigs, ilieir ferocity, i. 33 I- ; particularly hostile to dogs, 330 
Pike, perch swallowed by, alter they have been caught upon the 
hook, i. 23.5 ; a drag used in taking them, /5/f/. ; si/e of, 230, 
212 ; their gums periodically diseased, 237 ; the prey of tin* 
<‘agle, ; plenlilul heh>w the cataracts of the Giitu at Ti;oll- 
hilt tan, 351; in Lake Wenern, 3.33 
Pine trees, use of, at Chrisnnas, ii. 52 

“Piper, Count (.’harles Fred. Forstc llofjagmastare, his polite- 
ness, ii. 2\;3 

Pitfalls, used for catching wolves, ii. b ) ; and foxes, 85 ; dan- 
gerous to horses, ^:c. 8.5 

Platen, Coin manager of the works of tlie Giitu canal, i. 127 ; 
Governor of Norway, 129 

Plover, golden, ninny, to be found on the moors near the W'est- 
ern coast of Sweden, i. 387 . 

Pointers, method of triining them, i. 380 ; a pointer falls into a 
pitfall, ii. 85 

Poison, not sold in Swedm vwthout the sanction of a medical 
man, i. 318 
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Polska, the Swedish national dance, ii. 69.; resembles the waltz, 
ibidf 

Population of Sweden in 1825, i. 4 

Poor, \nanner of making Christmas collections for, ii. G i 

Post-carriage of letters not expens*'^^ » 7 7 

Postage in Sweden, i. 77 

Posting in Sweden, cheap, i. 22 ; under the control of (jovern- 
ment, 23 ; horses furnished by the proprietors of land, 23, 21 ; 
a fdrt'bud, or draught of route necessary to St cure a n gular 
supj)Iy of horses, 25 ; post-carriages very bad, 27 ; convi nit ul 
carriages cheaply purchased, 28 ; travelling not rapid, ihid. 
]''otatoes carefully cultivated, i. 322 

l\niltry, little rear< d in the norther!) provinces of Sweden, i. 51 
Pulpit, singular notification from, i. 130; sucli notice defined <i* 
legal service, 131."^ * 

(i. 

Quails, said to he comniou iu Scandinavia, j. 415 ; im’thod of 
shooting tijoin, 410 
Qvin, Lake, ii. 15(5. 

R. 

Habhiis, none tame iu Scandinavia, i. 84 

Packlehiim u, described, i. 285 

Rada, i. 41 ; cliurch at, ii. G4 

Rida Lake, i. 40, 240; accidents upon, ii. 65 

Papids in the Klar, i. 213 ; boats guided iu them, 244 ; 

dillercnt practice iu Lapland, i/mi. 

Rat, the black, ii. 320 ; th.e brown, 32 1 ; sbocking stories of, 322 
Red-deer (Iljort) found in parts ofSvveden, nr;i in VVcrnieland, 
i. 83 

Reed-beds, in the river near (Jothenburg harbour, numbers of 
wild-duck, widgetms, teal, Ac. i. 409 
Religion of Sweden, i. 5 ; ii. 56 

Ringitig the bear, (holind*,) forming a circle in the snow', round 
his track, to trace him to his den, i. 162 
Ripa, species of grouse, abundant in the north of Scandinavia, 
i. 83 ; two kWids of tlie Hij>a, 249 ; plumage and habits of 
the fjall-ripa, 250; those of the dalyipa, 252; snares for 
those birds, 256 ; killed at Vlie pr riotl of inciibation, 257 
chiedy mer with in die vicinity^f lakes arid rivers, ibid . ; sixty 
thousand kiljed in one winter in Lapland, 258 
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Uisiitcr, town on the Kada Lake, fishing at, ii. 70 

Risberg, town on ihe Hilda Lake, opposite to Riiister, danVe at, 

Riukanfos, smoking waterfall, ii. "295 
Roads in Sweden, good, i. 2! 

Robson, Mr. C. .M., BergSilid of Stockholm, in possession of 
Schdnberg’s plans of skalls, i. IG3 
Roebuck, (Rilget) found in various parts of Sweden, but not in 
Wermeland, i. «.'3 
Hooks, none in Scandinavia, i. 85 

Rosen, (ien. (Jount, Governor of Gothenburg, friendly to Eng- 
land, i. 402 

Rdughirig liorse-shoes, ii. 2 1 

Ruffs and rcelves, said to be common, but never met with by the 
Author, i. 415 * ' • 

Russia, a club established in, for bear- shooting, i. 229. 

S. 

Sahhuth-breaking, statutt’s against, i G5 
Salii, silver mine at, i. 12\) 

Salmon, soinetiincs caught in the Dal, i. 157 ; a large fishery of 
at Deje-forss, 525 ; method of taking, 52G ; another fishery 
at I'orshaga, 528 ; not to be cauglit with a rod in the Klar, 
529 ; may in the Wenern Lake, ibid , ; plentiful below the Ca- 
taracts of the (iota at Trollh ttan, 552; number taken and 
average weight, ibid , ; angler allowed to keep his spoil, 555 ; 
fishery in the Gota, at Lilia Edit, 598 ; (piantity caught by 
two gentlemen, in one season, 414; good angling at Drom- 
thciin, 420 

iiaiervviills and Svedje-falls, i. 47 

Saumarez, Sir .lames, much respected at Gothenburg, i. 402 
Sehiinberg, llof-Jagnuistare to King Frederick the First, plans of 
skalls left by, drawn for the King, i. 1G.3. 165 ; a bear ringed 
by lum, found in the skall, but afterwards taken alive, 170 
Schools, parochial, throughout Sweden, i. G2 ; Bell's or Lancas- 
ter’s in raanufucturtpg towns, dnd. 

Scripture, quotations from, inscribed against the walls of houses 
in Dalecarliii, ii. 8 ^ 

Servants, for travelling, easily Jured in Sweden, i. 31 ; cautions 
concerning them, ihid.\ maintenance of, 'on a farnf, 51 ; wages 
of females, 52 
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Shoes, in cold climates, should be roomy, ii. 4 
•Shooting-party for hares, ii. 73 
Skags^ols Tind, highest mountain in Scandinavia, ii. 293 
Skall, or Battue, the word defined, i. 42, (note) ; one ordered hy 
the Governor of Dalecarlia, 123; plan, ihid,\ extent, 127; 
enclosing part of a forest, 128 ; cdifipulsory attendance, 130 ; 
women and boy^ometimes present, 131 ; no dogs adii^tted, 
UmL\ irregularly conducted, 134; a bear roused, 13G; 
escapes, ; night bivouac in the forest, 138; second bi- 
vouac, 139; reach the skall-platz, 145; men concentrated 
in a circle, i7nV/. ; a bear killed, 148; another bear shot on the 
lake, 150; a lynx, &c. shot, 151; conclusion of the skull, 1 52 ^ 
great expense attendant on, 153 ; return to Making, I5fi; 
peasantry (cturj» to theij distant homes, 158 ; skalls iiv^fornuw* 
tiijrs^GtT; "winter- skulls, 1G2; Schonl)^rg’s account of one, 
1G4 ; another described, I Go ; others, IGG ; unsuccessful one, 
170 ; Dref-skall, and Knapt-sktill, 177 ; Mr. Falk\s directions 
for arranging skalls, 178; commander’s duties, iS:c. ihid. \ 
posting and advance of the dref-skafl, 182 ; posting and ad- 
vance of the kniipt-skall, 18G; another skall, 190; casualties 
in skalls, 20G; anecdotes relating to skalls, 207 
Skarbogar, represented, ii. 230 ; described, 237 ; for horses, ihid. 
Skate-exercise of the Norwegian troops, ii. 305 
Sledge, description of, ii. 18 ; view, 19 ; accident to, 1 15 
Smoking, gentry and peasantry equally fond of, i. 75 
Snakes, some venomous in Sweden, i. 255 ; a dog bitten by one, 
ihid, ; persons killed by their bite, 25 G 
Snee-hatten, (snow mountain,) ii. 294 

Snipes, abundant in Sweden, i. 361 ; account of the double i 
single snipe, 406 

Snipe-shooting, good near Gothenburg, i. 405 • time for shoot- 
ing the double, i. 40G 
5now, want of, inconvenient, ii. 51 
^now-blindness, ii. 359 

Snow-shoe, American, compared with sngw-skaie of Sweden, 
ii. 235 

B now-skates, view of and descrijition, ii. JJ.30 
Snow-storm, ii. 17 
Soldier, anecdote of, il 89 
sportsman’s dsess, its colour imjKirlant, ii. 2 

2 E 
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Spring{(brten'8 (Barop,/ speech on the ga/ne laws, i. 86 
Squirrels (Ekorre) abundant in Sweden, i. 84 
Stable conrunodities of Sweden, i. 9 
Staam-boats, ii. 198 

Stjern, Author’s abode at, described, i. 44 
Stockholm, Motel de Fra62e at, ii. 195 ; description of the town, 
198; public edifices, 199; royal palaces, ; salubrity, 
ihuL ; British Residents* place of worship, Kev. Mr. Stevens, 
200 ; market, frozen game, i6id, ; prices of meat and vegeta^ 
hies, 201 ; fish, 202 ; hotels and lodgings, idid. ; society, 208 ; 
French spoken, idid,; bulls, dancing, dresses, 204 ; carriages, 
t'/dd. ; sledging parties, 205 ; court-etiquette, idid, ; King, 
•Count Wetterstedt, ladies, 20C ; Crown Prince and Princess, 

* .. 207<.: appearance of the Court, iifid. 

Storm, ii. 44 

Sugar, much used in Swedish cookery, i. 76 
Sugar-candy, substituted for sugar in Norway, ii. 325 
Sunnemo, smelting •house at, ii. 190 

Superstitions, of Swedisl^peasantry, ii. 24 ; anecdote of, 25 
Svedgefalls, forest-lands, cleared for cultivation or pasturage, 
i. 47 ; method of preparing, t/dd» 

Sevensson, Jan, celebrated Dalccurlian hunter, ii. 11 ; wounded 
by a bear, i/dd. and 1 5 

Swallow, inigratioji of, i. 249 ; valuable in Lapland, as the ene- 
my of the mosquito,!. 251 
Swearing, statutes against, i. 65 

Sweden, scenery of, i. 18 ; temperature of, 254; scenery, ii. 298 
Swedish language and science, i. 8 
<^y;»salbeck, rapids near this hamlet, i. 242 

T. 

Tank, Mr. of Frederickshall, remarkable for hospitality, ii. 353 
Tappen, peculiar to the bear, i. 96 

Telford, Mr^.cmployed as engineer to \)lan Gdia Canal, i. 427 
TeinperaturJ of Sweden, nearly the same in summer as British, 

i. 

Tlirusl), common in Sweden, i. ^55 

Timber, BVitisb, duticsion, ii. 299 ; injurious to Sweden, i/dd,; * 
comparison of Swedish, Rqs'kian, Prussian, and American, 
302; high duties injurious tp Ireland,/ 804 ; climate of Ire- 
land unfavourable to, idid. 
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Tiinnet, hamlet of, jlprney to, ii. 44 

*Traps* set for noxious animals, dangerous to spfhrting dogs, 
i. 317 ; for hares, ibid, ^ * 

Travellers, cautions to, i* 31 ; recommended to carry sihall * 
change and brandy, 32 

Travelling in Sweden, observations upon, i. 21 ; on ice, ii. 188 
Trees in Scandina^a, ii. 35 
Trimmers, or nigh^lines used in fishing, i. 234 
^Trollhiittan, magnificent cascades of th^ river Gdta, at, i. 342; 
a canal, ; its inn, 351 ; fishing ikt, 352 ; unpleasant ad- 
venture, 353 ; fearful accident, ibid. ^ 

Trout abundant in the Klar, 240 ; number taken in one davy 
and their size. 242 


Udde)si^,^d c p6ttor forges, i. 40 ; belcmging to a company, 
MtT^G. Geijer, chief manager, ibid. ; medical prac- 
tioner there of great value to the neighbourhood, 254; 
Christnias-evc at, ii. 53 ; fishing at, 70 

Uddevalla, a handsome town, i. 363 # 

Union of Sweden and Norway, and rivalry between the two 
nations, ii. 297 

V. 

Voringfos, stupendous fall of, ii. 296 

W. 

VVaterfalls, in Norway, superb, ii. 295 

Wedel-Jarlsberg, Count, patriotic Norwegian nobleman, ii. 309 

Weights, table of Swedisli, i. 17 

VVenern Lake, i. 38, 39 ; excellent angling in, 332 ; species of 
fish, 333 

Wenersborg, town of, described, i. 340 

Wermeland, province of, its extent, population, aspect, minerals, 
and navigation, i. 39; dress of its peasantry, 52 ; personalia, 
ii. 56 ; marriage ceremony and customs, 66 

Wetterstedt, Count, prime minister of Sweden, ii. 206 

Wild duck, numbers of in reed-bed near Gothenburg, 409 ; 

method of sliboting, ibid . ; abundant througlioul S^tndinavia, 
’ 411 * 

Wild-fowl, abundant in Swedehfi. 361 ; and in Lapland, 411 

William, Prince of Ht^e, brother Of^King Frederick I. i. 164 

Winter-dresses, of the Dalecarlian peasants, ii. 1 
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Winter-routes, ii. 21 

Wise, Mr. John Robert, many years British Consiil<gcneral in 
Swcdec, i. 517 

* Woff, unsuccessful chase of, i. 15S: few inhabit the same dis- 
trict with bears, 227 ; many near the western coast of Sweden, 
383 ; anecdote, wolf’s glen, 384 ; cowardice of the wolf, 385 ; 
blafk wolves, ibid, ; easily tamed, ibid. ; <‘rrey wolves most 
common, 387 ; sense of smelling of, 388 ; enmity between 
wolves and dogs, 389^ timid when not in want of food, 390 ; « 
ferocious and voracious when hungry, ibid. ; their howl ter- 
^riflc^39! ; manner of seizing their prey, ibid.; teeth reniark- 
^ably Strong, ibid. ; ferocious aAer a fall of snow, 392 ; if 
bleeding,' kjlled by other woU.'s, ibid. ; anecdote of a wolf and 
, a chi'tu, 393; more blood-thirsty'* the Sou‘h of Europe than 
in Sweden, 394 ; ihcreaae in Sweden, ibid. ; two great ^ olf- 
skalls, 396; country infested by them, ii. 81 ; their boldiicss 
in winter, 82 ; occasionally caught in traps and pitfalls, de- 
Vsoviption of the latter, 83; attack a man, 80; particularly 
Ibnd of swines’- flesh, 87 ; anecdote, ibid. ; plan for shooting, 
176; horse pursued by, 177; anecdotes, 178 to 188; com- 
bat with a drove, 182; means of frightening them, 188; 
seldom hunted on skidor, 309 

Wolf-skalls in winter, ii. 215; plan of the skall plats ex- 
plained, ibtd. ; amusing expedient to confine the wolves, ; 
OreiB’ upon, 217; choice of spot, 218; preparing Plats, 
ibid,; time, 219; watching, ibid^; surrounding, 220; men 
employed, 222 

Woman frozen to death, ii. 117 

^dodcock, breeds in Sweden, i. 308 ; migrations to and from 
309 ; scarce, ibid. 

Woodlands in Scandinavia, cultivation of, i. 1 18 

Y. 

\ 

Yorke, Capt^n Joseph, R. N. extraordinary sport nici wiilwin 
angling for salmon, at Drontheim, by him, i. 420. 
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